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rREFACE 


The intorest with which I UBod to look fnrwiuti to 
tho pubUdalion of thU work, tho preparation of which 
afibrded us idnuiiiOTiitblfl h«ppy Hoots, Him beim 
niddfioed for me of loto by iho d«ath of my etdiT 
brothor and senior partner tn the uiitlertakiDg. ll 
was begnii some twealy years ago when ho was the 
Inoumbent of Su Mary's. Tolhill Fiolda, AVeutminster, 
and bad but scanty Iidsuie. It was floalinued and 
esnied far towaid ootnpletion in uioro {hvouralile 
aroumntimcfls after hiB.proitonla.tion by tho OrEKftaa* 
Company to tlie living of St Mary lo Bow, Cb. apaule. 
in (88y. 

From early days my iuollior waB devoted to the 
study of Oriuiital languages. His proficiency in 
Hohrew won him at Oalord tho Pusey and Elkrton 
SaholoTHhip in iS 6 i and the Konnicott in 1863. 
Ha was also a good Arabic and Syriac sohnlnr 
During his twenty-oao Uborious years first as Cwatc 
and then Inoumbmt at Westminster he noTer, 1 
think, forewent for long his favonrito branch of study, 
and I may odd that wo ware engaged in ravis^ a 
passage in our joint LraaBlation almost to within an 
hour of Lis sudd on death frem a wliolly unBUspected 
liciirt-ikffoetiLin in April 

Ho is. 1 think, fondlv ramemt^rod by insny. Saoh 

■Et 
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•FEBFACE 


mcrtiotiQs m-o in the antiiro of things hui flfoling; but 
tho written word rcmainii, mid I nm fain to bcjpo that 
by the prahlioation of thin work I tiiaj* U" roisfii]^ U> 
him an inoonipiouDun perrbapfl but lostlag innniiiiiiint* 

To the vaM majority of luigliisli rea^iora tho Shith- 
tiiiiou eeoluf! iiardly to bo known even hj name— 
fact not to bo woadored at. etiufildoring how few 
refereneos are roade to it in irurreiit liutralnrot uml 
that this is OL'timllj tho £rat uttempt to give the 
Aiibjcct-joattef of the grcul Persian Epie ai largo in 
EDglbh It baut Lberefore seemed desirable that iba 
tranalation akould \m aceompaoiod bj e^cplamitary 
tiULtier in the farnis of lotrodut^Uon, Note, and 
ArgutnonL To prt^paro these baa Mien to my Jot, 
and 1 atn acconluigiy resjK^nsibtD for tbo tnany faulti 
of eotoniiNdcin and naiUaion that will bo oidy too 
obriGUs to the ejes of oebnlara and espen^ in this 
branch of the aubjeeL 1 atii aliao r^^ponbiblu wllJi 
my btotbor for tba Lmnslatioii gciieralty^ atwl for lu 
bnal forixi tbroughotil. Hta sltorej bad ho bred, 
would bare been larger and more iiii|K>rtAnt tb&a mine, 
but hia imii lively death will tend to eijiialke atir 
labours. Ou rovlewing our work na a whole, t veuturti 
to hope that the Englkb reader will gain from it 
a Tory fairly eorroot idea of the fiub|eei-iTiatter of 
Firdakinrs gr^iest achiovcinent, and will at loaiit loam 
from the Introduction and Introductory Xotea whom 
u» turn for more aohoWIj and authoritative ififorma- 
Lion on the subject 

t take this opportmiTty of tbonking tho Delegates 
of the CLarendon PresB for their kind permisaion to 


PREFACE J* 

laako such illiiatratiTO axtrA4tts « 1 iMfaded from 
thoM voluino# of tho Saorod Books of tlio Enst Serias 
whiob ooDtaio th« tnuulationii of Ifio ZantlavssU uii] 
Pahlnvl Texts by the IaIb Piofessor DsrtoiiSteter iind 
the kte Dr, E. W. West reapcetivelj. Those trnoslft- 
UoDS, with their introdootioas and notes, sn» most 
valuable to the student of the ShAhndnta, 1 havo 
also to thank tny sistor, CamUna Woroor. and my 
nophuw, Oooige Bedstoa Warner, for ooctsjuona] help. 

1 hope to publish om traimlatirm a voliinia at a 
time, os clroiiinBtimces permiL 

EDMOND WARNER. 


Ki.THAH, Mrwtry IQCKJ 
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EHRATA 


ftiffl Line J5 AUd /uf aik^ *Trijt 4 ita* ‘ Trii** 

aHif^T^tanA/ 

^ IIqq l-i^ uid BlaawtiAie, JW * A:iA^lijiia ^ * AzArbijjin-' 

hi^ ii\ roffsttmov Btfffitwf a; a/tefT R i^njrrt f. 

PAgit ii tHi*toni./«- ^NBSH ' ™d ‘ NS«H/ 

17 ^ Iw S^iQn AAi/ md ' fraA kliA «tilMr wb nam^ Bdd 
thak I'fTtfir tin Ortfoi gBinsdi tenipofBTj pnBBiAldrn iiif 

in A.P« 177 ^ but 14^ Urn ti^k liatdif Asne^ed brfliu^ kUl A^l*. 
iSt>* 

Pagfl TBfimEm^ numbBr j, ddm 01 

Vtigo 31, 44 * 1 ^ lifia tj-lfi, ABii ml ^ tluil kbii mioutar tv mfrartiff 
on bcrUa occMjimB,' 

Paga 34 «, At* tbae« fmEa b4k|UHii^ ddA * Wbile I at loolHng OS' -Hnl 
fwid ” WMJe I o'AFloaluid frum fnn* ^ 

P»gB i7fc libc aa./o# * Jtnidl * «w4 

PA^fl 39 , ntonbcv nuiubef {« g L Bod liL, aid read ^ TbB tOb 
vpiritoBl canaeptlnT] at th« Ddk]e in f L md £Im nlErBiica to 
*All 111 I Tit* 

43 i DjotB j+Zur rmd ‘ tkkbjV 

PUj^ 4 i. nltu FAfe^DBv bimilitr 7 laptrt DZA^ L ^ 9 . 

PAjfB 611 lintf 19 , eml ^dd 'Or EdDHtiut amd Wil l4 rr/trvmf 

mmhtr i^NlNi 

I'lfcgB 6 g, isottcm,>r Mofi* ™d * 

Pbf« 71+ line 19^ ^ Oms' tftniTf " CaplAfl,' 

„ „ nEfcrcmcii number 6, flid^ udd * 

P^B lifaBB ta Bad ^ Fwrandlii ^ iheE • FaraBniinH' 

Pajpa &)p li »9 4 * ' DLn' rwijd ^ DbI/ 

Pbirfl 90 ./w * 3 g*B4&mtSniai * rffld" I ibDM^hiQ/ 

PAgB md iiwi/ ‘A fvfiliBlA dpscamiBnt lir r^llia=EAl 

Bljilwiiil] 

PAgB mB, linn 11, bilglblitDg, tor * 3^" nmAMmJ 
pjigA 113, IinB f8, udd fnlS itop ai #mt 

E^a I id, UlEA 4^ / 9 r ' mDimlBlii at Hfl bolj * smut * MDirntfliii dJ the 

Holy/ 

Ph^ lio^ daititc Upb I Bpd lod^ " nav dm% % 

PBgB lafib Itufl td^/br iMd* imt ^goocL^ 

Pa^A tJOi Una t1. «/iirr ' gallnty' pid * » . 



skRA TA 

1 jO, iinn f J, /rtf • Mrf ♦ Bntl/ Iff Wirf. 

L T4a^ 

Pfef* Eji, ]itk 9 15./fr* I'biij’ Miuf ^ tbffj/ 

Fi^ lime iti tnf 4 full flop *t tn 4 , 

FefO jjji, liu« 39, d 4 eU *UkUQ taj * nd rm »4 * wmjr‘^ 

F«g« I4JL ^liiMf tnun iHiUcHii./ir' duwnrtHolwil' miil'^iioifit^tnckna.” 

*, „ 4 Uoff froffi btvtloai, Jm- * Aipikilfl' rmti * 

**j*gi» UJ. Ilnf r, M *2: 

I* Wdb i5,jli^ 

« l\nm 

*4 14 Ji00 33f/w*4* 

17s, llB* 13, ^ rmd '■ Beu* 

F^ffi M7* lliM II, dflota »««■* &7 Oj JTrtiHr (/* anfl fCftd *daim Bp,' 
Pjigm 3139, lln« lJ,/w ^ tnade * fNi^f ^uuJtBp* 
add 14 f hd iii>lt, 309, 34$. 

P^Hye 3017, ll4» 7 fram Iwttniii, ' *w* 

J25.U1W ir,>r'Bd&i'pnd^m^ 

Fifm J4>i Uno J fimnn bq(tt4nm,/if ■ KMirbow* rind * Know boWi^* 

35ip fide rtlamcOp *1591,' 

J54+ ilM ai, /#r ' Qaihdflkuii' fW ^Gwlld&laiiiu' 

J55, Hem 4 fr«io boltoif^ ddm cnniEEim u omip 
3664 line 13 ^ difof * bttt.* 

Pfgo jSc, iliio 4 rram bcit|QD,>&r * |^t»' wm 4 ' 


INTUODIICTION 


CHAPTER I 

tJLKO AJfU pmpu: 

f|iAN% ihfl oKiuf BCClirQ of Firdaufifa Sh AhnA ma, ift 
bounded on tho ncoftb bj the Stappos, iha CaspLim 
St**, imd tlio Ktir luid Rion rivons, on tho soutli by 
tlie Iiidi*D Ocean, on the onfit by (Jio valley of the 
Indus, nod on the ireat by that of Lho Tigim and 
Euphniteat, and by the Fendan Gul£ At present it 
included Persia, AfghatibsUu, BaluehiaUn. and small 
portions of Russia and Turkey. 

It is a lofty and fiio' Lho most part a ralnlesa tables 
land traversed by numerous mountoin-rangei divided 
from each other by fiat plaiiia and falling away toward 
tho centre, wliicli is a desert white with salt scTirf 
or dun with powdeiy dust. The niountains ara 
highest round tbs edges of the tableland and intersept 
muHt of the rainfall. Si>me moisture, hownver, finds 
ill way even into the rainless regiom where it gaihen$ 
during winter on tbs higher hilts in the form of snow. 
This suaw-water is eamfnILy huBbanded, and distributed 
by tusa&R of underground watet-courwir The interior 
is, however^ diying up, and vOlnge, and cukirated 
field are being grodnalty overwhelmad in dust and 
shifting sonde. 

Poeeibly as late as wlj bistoriool tiiuei very 


4 immoucTioN 

ditroietiL coadiliqti^ prwTBi]<>d, Tlift lower plains and 
doprcssioiui once futnHHl n eericia of lakes tJjftt 
suggcsUsl the appearance of ntii inlaiifl sea, and aueh 
Tuunee na blind, port, lt|fbthoiiBe, are laid to still 
atirvlvo in places as a relio and Lodicatian of the old 
fltiito of things,* while a oonsiderable body of water 
Ift still to ho found in the eaBlerti half of the CGHtral 
depression on the frontier between Teniia and Afghanii- 
t&n. Th\s ri^on is now known as Sfetao* but in aneLenL 
times was called Drangknfl or tba lako-oountry, a 
namo wUieh siirriTOl much Uter in lu former aaphal 
Zarang, and as Zuili b still used in cciuneotion with 
its lake, 

Fmin April till late in the autniun the skj, 
for an oceaaianal tlmndorstonn among the niountnins. 
Is an tmclonded a^ure, in winter a good deni of snow 
falls, and in spring the thnnderstoniis are hctivy and 
freqiienu The air uk as a nile,^ remarkably healtby^ 
but on the borders of the desoru the inhabitants 
Imvo somotiMCS to livo shut up for weeks together to 
ftroid iho pestdcntial bliisLs.* 

The fiivourod regions are ihoso that front wcEt and 
north respoctivelj. Tltey am splendidly WDoded and 
eKtroroely fcrt.ileK all the ordinary floweni and fruits 
of Europe do wolb while in the district between the 
Albnrz Mountains and the Caapian^ and known as 
BXasandariun cliraale is eemitropical and the 

VDgetation moat luiurbnL Hera rioo, the sngnr-cano, 
the vino, the oratige» and tlie oliirc flouriiilL® In the 
few watered volleys of the long MUitliem coast the 
eliniale k tropica] in oharaetcr. The tamarisk and 
mimosa are largely TOpreBented, and here and there 
are groT^ of date-palms^ 

* acarKtulaiii^ iro TOSillketwaaii TJlinta sad niunwMn, and At 
niuT;hl£i, A dllAgQ aeST UMbad ta iha DdnO et TiJ^ GHT, L IJ% 
KA,iL47> 

* Mur.a 367. * DnA.T,9. 


ISTRODUCTia^ 
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TliH immcdkU) ceighbourhood of the sultMiesErte is 
ibe bikuiiit of tlio wild oes or opajiTer asd of the nptobpo, 
tho alo|^e of tLo xtioiJuLuIii'Taiigesii of the wild sheep or 
arg^i, Olid their summit of the wild goat or ibe;^ The 
tracts oTLificially reclaimed and watered an? tho 
favourite homo of tho eaudgronoo, and the highlands 
of the eagle, the vultiirer the falcon, tho toTen, the 
erow. and tile nighLiDgale^tha bulbul of the poets. 
The aeomfi of Lhe western slopes attract the wild 
fiadue, winch in turn tempt tho lion from the recd-beds 
of the Tigris nnfl the eover of its tributaries,^ Swine, 
too, alKiund m Blai^iUidiirim and iiirord food for the 
t%er wbieb flourbbcs tboro, tho dense undorgrowth 
anti vegotiition of that rt^gion aBoTriing it as good 
shelter aa an Tndliiti Here, too^ are foniid 

doer, budalu, ewan, waterfowl, woudceck, and pbowmt. 
Speaking of the conn try moro gonerally wo may add 
to tliifl ILflt leijpartliij wildcats, wtilvos, bcara, hyienjis, 
foxeflK SD&kos^ seprpiens, vipers, lirsrdsj tlia partridge^ 
and the lark. Tbe chief domestic miinials are tlio 
the sheep, specially the fat-lMlcd variety, iho honse, 
tho camel, and ihe luuli. 

frin is a lanil of sharp eontrasLs, of inloiise heal and 
cold, of siiLldon ami ahnorniEd changes of temp0ralure« 
<if dead level and steep lUsoent, of splendid fertility hard 
by lifelcas desukliun, of brigalion and dust. Its 
tiiitural obafneterhitios fiinl exprcbsion in tho nneient 
ooSnittgLiny of i^s jiocpla. Wo aro told that Uriuuzd— 
tho Good IVinGiplo—created earth jis a bvely pLiin 
bathed iu a mild perpetual radiance, huinecl by soft 
Lejuperate airs^ bciiinteouidy provided with fresh sweet 
waters^ and clad in a smooth and hnrmle^ vegetatiom 
Hero the First Man and the First t)s dwelt in peace 
and happinesik Ahriman—iho Evil Prinriple—broke 
into ihiq fair scono and all was changed^ Gloom 
rpinged with light, the licasons' differeaee begiia^ the 

^ II. io. ^ Id. 
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natjis enrnfhl haIc, tlie £Lrcttnu ilwitidltKl, ihff vqgoUtioa 
gmw nuigh oud thornj, droughtr c^tiie und AujsX atid 
de&ort; niuuntftin-nwigefi apritflg up Trora the pliiin, 
and tha inAH and ok wnri: Btriukim ^itli and 

difidj but from tic IkhIj of tliu fortuer RprsLO^ ihu 
&Tsi bumoD \vm from whoin ulJ Uio tiartb won ovor- 
upread, und from lihn bodj of tho JiitUsr atl oLhur 
bamilnsa, imfuf and l;9wi|Lirul oiiim&LHH wbilo Ahiimafi 
in opposition U* tbo^o orockitMl all noisome anfl hidootid 
mscotM, rapules, and orvaturea fihsiqi of fung or cUw. 

LoMta now turn from the Uud to tbo poopin. For 
liB thcr+J IB no tussiiaion to dbciiisji queBtitmji of men 
frotn any vnry uiiKloro BtEkudpiijJit^ For us it la fnLlier 
wknt othnied Ticwii obtain^ in onnltiot Iran ntni 
tnuiilded Its tnuilli»ua Aa to tlioso tlinm is buppily 
Qttlo tmiin ibr doubt, Darina UptaspiH, tlio fuundor 
uf the PorBinn enipini anil the gi^EiLoal lU’ ila biHturio 
Sboba, having decidod thn malter fiir uj». On the 
rock. Ilf HiluBtun ho rcoordod bia greji.t itLdiioroni^tB 
in a, trilingual injwripticm, the lunguagi^ onipkyod 
boing anoiont Ponsian, Babyloniaa, aud SoyihiafL The 
obvioUfi orplftimticm of hifi proceeding b, iUat ho 
rccogriiscd in tiio |>upulation of hb vast ompire ihtco 
distinct racOR of tiiankitidp and, regarding iangiiage us 
distinctive of Tv.ee, ustKi it to oniplwdio that groat 
political fnet. In tbiia dbLingubhing he fullowed u 
into i^Uiblogical mstinct, and bb dbtmetiyas still 
largely obtain ul the present day. KnoU of bis tkrtio 
iaugiLugcs rupreseiiUi a great di vifllon of Imnian Epoeeb. 
Kh view^ afl we ahull mo, agreeis with the truditious 
and legends of his race, and if somo jiiadem Shah were 
restore the empire of Darins, and wished to imitate 
the Eiaiiipla of Ills grout prodoc^sor, ho would Btill have 
to i^houso kngungqa typical of the ssnio tbreo didsious. 
In what ftillaws^ thcrefuro, langm^e h fundu iho basis 
of clu.sijihcationp and ibc divisions thus olassiliorl are 
coimnouiy calleti the Ifulo-Eurafxjanp the Somitits and 
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the TdnlfiLm it id with paopl^ of the 

iiret diviaioD ihAt we mre chiefly eouccFoed^ and only 
eu fur 04 the^ came iDii> eomtact with peoples of the 
other two divIeioDC are we coiicenied about tho 
latter. 

At the dawD of hwUrry we dod |>&opfeH arp^takiiig 
Laiiguugeg w'hicbt thctonetioall}^ at all evoats, may he 
tniced back to one priioitive too^o. boliliug atniihw 
roligioiiii TiptiDOfi and orgmked poUticaUy m iude^ 
pemleiit self-goTaming trib^p in paf^usaion of Lirge 
geogmpbicEd oieaa both in Knmpo and Aaijl They 
thue fall into two great dlviHiutia—an Koropcari and an 
AjyLatic^--ancJ ara gfUmmWy known as the Indo-Knropean 
race. The Asiatic branch to have Dccnpied in 

early tiiuea tbe neighbourbocHlg of Bu^lkbp Hanit, Mar?, 
and ^losttibly of i^inarkand. It described itaclf m 
Aryan or uuble, m oppoai^ to all ttioBe wkh whom It 
dame into uontoot, much m tbe Greeka diyided mao- 
kind into llEdlenea and llarltftroL It was organified 
into three urderA or castes—pricHts, witrriurs, and 
bmiluindinon. Its religion was a frank worship of 
personiliiKl natural forcea. Ita |irtestji were iLrcHprieaiU?. 
and hre w^as an especial object of adoration along with 
the other bcnobcent puwera of naLiiro—Mitra or 
XTilhra, Y^iilb or yimJl^ Tiitar TraiizinjL, Ekiitl tdlierA^ 
Oppojied to thcflo were the malignant spuits of drought 
aud darkness, as, for instanue, AkI or Akbi. also known 
as Dabilka—the biier, the scrpcnt'iieinl. WaLer was 
uvor growing scaree^?, and drought or pbntv turned in 
the imagintiLiun of a pdinltlTe petvpie on the etniggle of 
tbo good liiid oril spmte for its pe^ifiefisioii. The fonner 
appearoil in the Ugbining-ttosh, while ibe gloomy cen- 
volutiona of the tbunder-ctaud engg^i^sted. thu idea that 
bends in fiorpent-fomi wore fitriving to carry off the 
precious fluid—the hoar only waters as distinguished 
fre^m the earthly waters^—and bindor it from descend¬ 
ing to the help cf man. The cloud—the rain-bringor— 
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pcFFcrscly rogarfeiil Aalhf^ Tttt fiood 

spirits hAst^tiiKl tQ rictus, ih*^ UgBluUig-lilAelt dovo 
ibii doud^ and tha dairionEi dropped tb-eir booty, Thii 
B€5rpont-fiaiid had to tni cnmbati'd far other TQ^Lmtm too, 
for hifl bito broti^bt f^ror, diROfta^s and death. Aceonl- 
mgly the dhint] plipicimi Ap[»earod side by »ido with 
the diiiue bora, Trite vhli TnutdcPAr and baearno, u 
we sluill soo btor on, iiicrgoil into a ginglo pmutmlity 
itl IrrteiAxi logond. Saeritioea wore aHorech and the 
drinkHafiFeriwg of iho jiiiee of the ^jina or I loin a plant 
was pGnrenJ forth- The plant ii usually idontifi^ ns 
being the erriVAt or Surcusffm^m 

The AiyaM abo wur&hippc.^ the iipirits of their 
anE^ealorSp and were boUevors in what Ik ealUsi mn- 
pathotio nmgio, TJjey thought that injury lionc to 
anything in the remotest way oonnaotad with ihi^ir 
own para^na would qdbet theiiisolvkiia injurioui*Iy. Eveu 
the Imowlodge of ihuir ttomo tuight be turned to their 
hurt, and we shall find iustaueea In t ho poem of childnm 
being brought up iinmniwl lo avoid that oontingr'tiey. 

At a period wkieh eanuot be put at Iissa than four 
tbousand years ago the Aryaua thomaelvefi fliTidod, and 
while a portion descended to the Indus and beeame the 
dominant race ip India, the roat reiiiainod and gradually 
took pttsseftBlon of all that was habjlAble in tlio viLbL 
regtoQ tlial conseijuontly became known a* the Imid of 
the Aryans or Inlti Tlio Arj^ans thus became sopamtod 
into two branohea—Lin Eafltcm and a We*icrn- With 
th e form or wo are but Uttle coticemed; the legendaiy 
story of tho Inttor m tho thoma of the ShihjuitJia. 

Of these Western Aryans the two most fanious 
peoph^ havG evor Wen iho Medos and Persinns. 

' l!l]i]r plAnt kn Uin ti^Iuua uI^chiI fiaEutiirkAti il nnd fiidkh In thr 

eorlh HDid jn Kina^in in ihe Miiilh- ihi.Hjit0 K£r« pcune^il la a 

iBortar, mm\ wat^r Si1rlt<! S tfqnkd [irpilnned^ vhkth 

lu¥ui|f li^ea ^Irmtivcd wu mixed ivitlj milk xad luutey nr «£|il rk^t nnd 
iltowad In fnnnrjju Thu wwi Shmi GHIV I ^6 ; 
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Thti wlinsa cnodcrti TaprQSJtjiiljilivei, if Any, 

iseem to ha tko Kiirds, appear m tknakaL times to have 
befio k liKifie eoDfixleratJoa of kiiidml tril>efl brakou up 
iato aiimeraiui selLiertLentJ, each under ite local Lead- 
pmn or tiliiaf,^ I'hoy seem to have bad Ho mprcme 
polkicoJ beftd or kiag to uaito the raeo under one 
central antJiority. Their comtnoii bund, if any, was a 
religions one under tboir ptiests, the Aoflonling 

tcj their own tnidilions the originjal Boett. of the nice waa 
fniii-Tuj, ^ /rkoiiiii eeedt** and this bos been welt 
idontihed with the dJfitriot of Korabogh. the indent 
ArniD, the 'ApiM^ma of the Greekis, between tlio Kiir 
imd ihu Anti, where the Anti-CaucasuB fonds tbo true 
notih-weBtorn scarp of tho Ukbleiaud of IrAn.* In 
historiciil timOR, however, we first tinri the Medos in 
pjiifiession of the province of Ararbij^, or, to giTO it 
ita ancieat: tiLle. Atropatene. The PersiaiLN oeeupieii 
from time iiumeiiiorittl the eoiintry on the eastern 
shojESfl oF the Persian Gulf, now reprc^nled by the 
nnidern provinces of Fur^tifitikn anti Ltuistin, and were 
ruled by king£i of the bouBO of Acbncmencf. Thoso 
tw^o peoples^ cloiioly connected as they were by longtirt^^^ 
utid race, beoHme in iho day^* of DairiuB Hyfitiiq>is 
dotuinent in frkn. and to this domination tho Medes 
apiieor to biive contributed the mligioiiBr the Persbiifl 
tho political, olomatiL Between the iCedea and Eho 
Persiami lay in ancient times, aji we laam from A^^yrian 
and Babylonian records, otlior kindred pec>plta—the 
kingdom of Elnni, witfa its iuipital at Su«a. nomo Lwooty-^ 
five niiloB west of the Tnodeim Shii^itcr, and the kingdom 
of Etlipi, in the neighbourhood of tho modern Hamadsiuu 
The irimians as a whole were bounded on the wesI by 
Semitlo aiid on the north b3' TuniiiiAii peoples. On the 
cast they were oantemiinoua with the Aryans of Iniiia, 
and ultimately lIidj ciuno into contact with the Westera 

? thei IrUw of lliE Mram" ftf mv. 2 $, 
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lDiii>-Eumpo2uyi AH welJ, notuMy '^t\% tbo rrroekiL niiil 
Rcpiiixm^ Afl tho coaiuogDny iLiid rdLig9t>n ^l^f thii 
(rAiLliim ware lar^dly dariv&ii ftura thaiff phjMiial, «« 
wm ihair tradition fruin tkair utliiuucLL cn^dreniininL. 
Wi3 art^ Ofinc^mei] witli ttJI ttireu, but eapecially witU 
thu tbcir tnwliuoriL TJio mniainder uf th« pren^nt 
i;bapEar wiH tbojTfDre bo d^volod tu a brief, and 
nece^d^Ly tlry, fluiiiinaTj of tbeir hi^UkricA] rulutionn 
mill tLti by tlie AB^’riiinfv in 

early ami tlio Arubn m latpr with othar Indo- 

Eumjiean raoos^ reprea^^ntod by ih^^ Greek a and ibkiiiona 
in the and by Lha Hind tin in Lhu euHt, and HitJi 
tbo TiirjiniiiiiH m raprej^uiad by tbi^ Kltsiiiieriiaii, 
SSeythlniia, ParthiauA, Mima and Tiirka, 

Tiir ti-ilHiiiuM aiiii Ifis Knniffs,-^lu the nunjufuiia 
contijinp^rory reoareb of ib^ Assyrmna wu linil muuy 
reforeinoea to tbo IrdniiUia^ The wbolia oi^ the WL^tiem 
frontier nf Irin, from tba in thu iinrLb to tbu 

Foraiana in tbe Houtb, ^epm.s to have benm finbjaiited at 
ona pkint or anothPT to almost oomstaut aggrois^ion, 
At Brst by mere ^lul^ but later on by aLtdinptH at 
i>enncitient conquest, At the liAtnlH of thogtLuit warrior- 
monarohfl of Niufivqh—ShalfiumoatT U. S5S-S;S3b’ 

Manias llimtiioii IL Rtmmon-nirLiri llh 

(U.i\ 8 jO"? 83),* Tjglftth Pilenj^ar IJI fjLLt 74J-7^7)** 
Sargon i'jiC, 722-7D5X* ^eniiaKiharib (ttt:- 70S-<iflib^ 
Kmrbadibm L [Itc, 1-668)7 and A^aurbanipal 
668-6^6^7 The at temp La at pcruiacienl conquest 
date from the reign of Hargon. Tbo long reign of 
AHAurbonipal fada into two perioilA^ u rnrnmr of groat 
eittonfiioTi and oonqucAt, ami a latter wlion the tide 
begun to turn and the Assyrian empirep iiTcratniLDed 
and cxhaiiiitod, allowed wigtiM of decay. Finally, tn the 
reign of Eaarhaddon lb* Ninovah fell (a,ix 6 q 6), over- 

* HPJfH. lx. js.jt. * B. L 11 Jt ■ UH Ah M J=^ 

* All. liL 3-30. ^ RPNH, vi, S^^ioi- 

' HP, iil [03^114. * Aif., Is. 39^64. 
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whdmfsi by 4 fionfedc^rocy which inoUided the Mtdes. 
Prabablj no ompire wbh ever IflKfl kmenU^d ly the 
wui-lil m Urge, for wu have the A^^yrUiis' own werJ 
for ll that tJidr warfare wsa att^ndoi] widi evc^ 
clrcuuifitance of cmehy and hormr. They held indeed 
a bjd pre-eiuinyDCe in that respect over jill tlio other 
UAtiunK of anliijuily* 

With Llio fall of Nineveh ^ericn^n Seniilie aj^^res^on 
Kj far j&a the frinians werts cuneemeih till aflar 
the Christian era hail bi^iiiL Amlila was at that epoch 
eitreniei}" pms|ic!ratis, anti carrkd on a vast caravan 
traffic: jn naiive pri:MlLScit am) iinporU frotn India wlLli 
the Wtiet and nortlh When, however, Ron so had 
becotao recogubsed as tlio aentro of the world, her 
morchcLDts soon hit upon a less cironiLuns and coiifie- 
i|ucntly eheapor route, They BtarU'd a direct t radio 
between Jndla and the Rod Ssik whereby liirorehaudbe, 
insi end uf being landeil in Southern Arabia and thence 
oonveyttd northw'arda i>y laiah was dis^fbai^E]^ at. 
jVrsLaoo, Cieopatris (Sue^J, and other Egyptiim ports. 
Aa a roHtiltt Southern Ambia^—the inost forulo and 
popalous region of the peninsula—was ruined, and in 
time, iKjtb thoro and along the ilnoa of the old eoraTim- 
rantes, only ma^ive remiiaiis of eitiesj canals, daius, and 
oquedueui wero loft to witness to a Inst priiajfC’rity., A 
vast pcapuliLiidu waa thrown out of employtnent, and the 
Arabs Iki^id to ornigrate northward as early, it wouhl 
seem, hs ilio firat century aj^. The Azdite^ Jn this 
w'aj' founded tho cities of Hira and Anhar «n the 
Euphrates, iitid i^ore loida of Dafiiascus till the days- 
of the Rhalifa 'Umar. OLber trilica from the south 
settknl in the mountains of Ajit and SatliuA to the 
north of Najd and Al HaJ^ Thiaw Northern Arah^ 
wore divided in their allcgfance between the Roman 
and SitsAninn empires; and thoir qinirrela among 
themselves, their reatleaaaens anil mconBtancy, usmIo 
thoin thoraa in the aides of both, and kd to many 
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diffictkllLtifl, Tho defeat of iTuHoiii by Kap>T lb is ^aid 
to have been lorg^ely duo to ibo defeclion of tho Arab 
allicfl of tho former, wliilo ou ibo otbor baud I bo 
weijtoni froDlior of (rdu alwaji Uablo to bo 
mn by tbo m ju far our Lb aa unci la^tuding AKiublJ^* 
The liftvoo oaujffid wa* oftoo greats and tbo rptnJiatioTi, 
on occasiotiap forcKiioiifl. 

With ihi} tim of Muhariuoad the Arabs boOAiuo 
a great roUgious iLud pcititlcat power. After hm 
d£aitb iti A.D, 6j2 he was succoedod in tuni by Abd 
Brtkr ttud "Umar. Iti tho oounie of the Lea ycarH of t!ia 
Matter's rule friia was conijuered by hm gGnerjih! lifter 
ike tbree great battles of KjUllHiyy*a and Jalilta m a.O. 
6j7, nnd NahAvRod, a.d. 641. A dyuaHty of high oflieiids 
of the SasiiDisa cmpiro still held out luid aiaintainocl 
the ancieut fttkii iti ilie fastnesses of MAsymdanUa,^ but 
fnia Its ft whole was bath frum a religioos and a 
l^olitieal pjint of tiow sobniotgc-d. The rel^oiis 
aoDfjiiCHt pro'v^od to h$ poriiiMi'CLrit, but nftor a timci 
iiRtiaiial Foolitig liognti to rO-aSMirt itself j^igamst the 
political na the foliowiug brief suitunary of events 
infty sorro to show, 'Umar Rppdnied n comnihieo 
of livo to select the ue^t Kbalffa after bis deathp 
After long debate Lhoy ehese TkhnJEin, but siiht^et^ijtiijtly 
ropenling of tlieir chok-o ihreo of the five brought 
at»uL bis ftssossiniition after a reign of twelve years, 
and nondnatod *Ab iis KbnhTa (A*u. 6j6}. 'UtbniM 
was of the Umayyad fRiTiliy, and its bead MiiAwiya, 
then governor of Syria, took up ariijs to avenge him- 
Neither had any direcL cl din to the Khildftit, bu t 
*AJl' wriis thesim of Muhaiii mod's unete Abii TaJib, and 
had mamed tho pruphet'ii dmighter Fdtima, known its 
•‘the ruft’iden,'^ MubammEid hud said of bitn: **Aif 
is fur m% and 1 aio for him; ho stimde to lue in ibo 
RSiue rank os Aaruu did to Atones; 1 am ibo town 
in which all knowledge is shut up, find he is the gato 

* tj9. 
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of iL" I *A\i UJitiio to it) regarded be Bfisookt^hrl m a very 
ipeoifkl Wily with tho prophot, md was kni^wa or Mb 
osoeiMor or nuniflutary* ami aUo n* the Lion of Gtid, or 
simply as the Lion. Mu'itwiya, on the other liond, wiis 
I he eu3ii of odO of MuhAiii mad's bittoroBt oppofieat^, 
And had nothing but hb own BbLlitiea to recoinnieiid 
hiiiL Id the heat of the eontost whioh ensued uonie of 
*AKb follaweT?^ m their icettl for him went too for. They 
not oidj clitinitid tJie Khiloiiit for him by diriae r^ht^ 
hut BOtually denied that Abiii Eakr« 'Umar, and 'Llthm^n 
luul any title Ui bo roganJi-Hl as legitimate Khalifoti at 
all. This ihoekod and drew a good many of the 
faithful into Mu*iiwiya"a campn and the two partii^ 
beoamo known hr Shfitos [partisans) and Sunnitoa 
(ortkodo3t)* In the evont an e^itreme ^luhaimnadan 
met known as Kharijhes (difiSfliLtars), which aroiw at 
that time, denied the rights of both candldatea, 
aiiyoeatod the bestowal of the KhJMfat on '^tbu btjiat” 
and eaine to the coneluaion that ihu true oonrtio out 
of the diffi cnlty would bo to reiuoFe botlu *Alf wa^ 
aocordingly aiwasHinatedj biti ilu'jiwijrt ea-c^iJ^l and 
Klmh'fa withpiit furthor dispuia.^ The wrongB 
of *AIi. however, as many thought Lhoiti, had taken bold 
on the popukr mind, especially in (ran, am:! warn 
Intunsihod whm hia mn Huaaiu —tho gnindscpn of 
Mnhaininrul bimBelf—was slain by llu'iiwiya^a son and 
iiuoociftsor Yizid, A.n, t5Su The Umayvucia, ahoae chief 
support lay ta ISym, hiid necejiSarLly to rule Cfotn 
Datuasens, and this tencioil to slacken thoir liold over 
their Eptstem posseseiona. Taking advantago of thin 
faut, and exploiting the focHng about *Ali to their own 
advantage, iho descotidiiiita of ^AblAa, one of Miiham^ 
mad's unclos^ graduaHy nudeniuned the position of 
the twigning houEC, till at length in the year A,P. ;sO. 
with the assistance of the Fendans, they supplanted 
the UmaTjads ovotywhere except in SjjaiiL The 
iOHeVJ3i- <NEaH, lo. 


iHTROUUCTtON 

Lriumph of Uifi 'AbbAsiJa wns a half Ltmmph for 
Perman natiouftlity, mid ihe fiiot was rocognised by iho 
abandontnanl of Duioaflicus jw the scat of empire, ami a 
return to iho old slate of thinjfs that lind provjulot! 
under the SisAnwna by the Imildmp of Baghdiwl and 
tho triinaforonco to it of the scat of govommeiiL 
Another trimirph was woq when, aftor tho death of 
Hin'inii r-Itiiah(d, his son Miiuian, whoBO iimthur was 
» Potetaa slsve, overc&fiie with Persian help hia brother 
Amfn, who was supported by Syria, MAtiidn was tlie 
last g:Teftt\\bbB*id KlinUfa (s.tJ. Si 3-833). Declme fiorpn 
followed. In A.ti. 861 the Khalifa Mutnwakkil was 
[iiurdercxl by Lis own soti, and tho 'AbbAaids became 
ihoncefortb insignificaat, haTinp little power eiiljiido 
the walla of Biigbdild aud dependent chiefly on tho 
forbeamucu of their mayora of tho paltwoj if the eafweS' 
sion may bo applied to Eastern history, who profcired 
to vail their own supremacy Iwhind the revorenco Btill 
inspired by tlia Khalffas in thoir reUgions aspect as 
Ootnmemder^ of tho EnirhfuL In the tenth ccntiiiy this 
otflee was held hy the Dilamtds, who etaimod descent 
from thoiiTioloQt Persian kings and wore fcrronl Shf itea. 
They ruled over Western and Southern frAn, posing 
the while ofl tho Khiibfae’ inosl obedient RlavoR. In 
the north and oast tho SiiiiAaidcs, who oinimed tn 
bo doBOcndetl from tho famous franlui hero Baltnim 
Chubfna, but wqro in reaUly of Turkman desaeut, wore 
Hupreiiifi. Tho pnlitinal BiiproTnaoy of the Araba in 
jlr^D was at an and. 

JTo? /rdniawi 'Uid thf tfiKsdrs end —^Tho 

luRtario strife between Persian and tlreek is so familinr 
to us that it is hard to realise that the only pirtion of 
it in franiMi legend that in any way oomcidos with 
authentlQ hLstoiy b that whiob deals with the mvirniiin 
of the East by Alexander the Groat; and even this is 
mostly bused not on native but Greek tradition, so nmdi- 
fied by (rtinian patriotism os to gloss ovar or explain 
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away tlio |^aaL overthrow of the Eaht by the Wg»L 
A genuiiko native Lradluon dating from those times 
would lio eitreiiioly interesting^ ruad it is very' dis- 
Aiipointing not to have iL Nothing survives of 
Aleiandcr the Groat in uative Iranian legend earept 
a conviedon that bo was om of the peat jiejraecutorfi 
and destroyers of ZornastriantBrn* This will be roforrod 
to later oD, when we have to toiioh the preserva¬ 

tion of fniniim traditioa in general. It would seeTn as 
LT the long predominitiioo' o-f the Roman empire on the 
stage of histoiy had obliterated the memory of most of 
the groat events of earlier ages and distorted that of 
tho rest Wo should e^ipeot, however, that at least the 
Roman empire itself during its greatest period would 
TOceivD Kino recognition, especially an tvont mi glorious 
for the Eotit OH the ovortluxiw of Crassus at Garrhae 
(d.c* 53), but %^ain we ore disappointed. The eapluna' 
tion ^ms to be that during the whole period of the riffO 
and greatness of Romet (ran was under fonoign domina¬ 
tion, first Grecian and then Pcirthkn. At all events 
it b not till a native dynasty rules again in frAn tliat 
we begin to liod ooiniiion ground in Iranian and Roman 
history, and this b not till the third eentirry of tho 
(Thriatlan era. Till then Rome ohliterat*d Greece only 
to bo ignortfi itaelf in all but the name. Irdiiian trodi^ 
tion knows of Riiui hut of nothing behind tL 

The /rtSwfciTifl ciTtrf the Aryans 0/ /jrc^ta,— In this 
ease the inLerest for ms is ohieBy a religions one. 
From the date (a.c. 250) o( the conversion of the 
Indian king, Asoka of iloigadha, to Buddliism that 
faith began to esttend mpidly like all 

sincere convorfca, was an enthusii^r juid in hk reign 
RuddhhTii wnfi preached not only m India itsdf but in 
EasLern frin, and even so far west, it m buid* m the 
ahorcs of the Caspian.^ It prospered much and con¬ 
tinued to hold Its own in KahulifitAn till a.d. S50, 
* imA, K 54 JI the CiHlrt qf tbe 141 - lilE. 14^. 
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whoii Ik BrAiinmn djniuiiy reiiliiced the BuddhuiL It 
wtHi ptubikblj nut tiiiioh befi^fe ihfl i.d!0Vftiith ecntury 
of tUo Chri*tifui om that MulianimndoJii!™ flnJlj 
triumphod in thcw&o TOgkmH,^ To tlio 
however^ Ha Lesai than id tho MuhaiuDaftdftH, Buddfainkni 
Aiud Bnkhriia&Lsni w«re uliko idolatr)', and thifl tmw bas 
loft, ns WI3 ishnil seo, Its on Iranian IngOHd. The 

fierce wars Dumed on the idolaterB of India hj 

tbo MubaintniidanK of Ei^tem frin fit the end of the 
tenth and Lite bef^nioig of the eleventh century have 
ahio Left Lhcir tnirk. 

Thr Irdntat^M iitifl TdnijManj|,^aTage, Wlmroua, 
njid uneuiiLb, Lhe nations of thn North have alwajn 
lieen notutioiii for iho dijsffiMit nnd tormr with which 
have m^pired ihfl higher oivilisatians of the Soulbu 
The Thr^iouR wem little better than the AiiA riaiui in 
tbnir treatment of vnnfinished foc«, and dooideflly worse 
in ospeot. In the moftt anident times of which we have 
Ltny record, the gr&nt highway for tbeite nations ootith- 
ward lay between tho Caspian and Enatino Beas+ They 
had therofore to cross the bairior of tho Cnueasusi which 
h sold to ba only paasahlc, save by esport Alpine 
ctiruLiera, in throe pUcca, one at each end and one near 
the eentro. Of those the most pmcticablo for large 
badice of men lay along the hat ahorea of the Caapian- 
Tho Caucasus stops short of that sea, and iitdj one spur 
of the rango running in a north-easterly direntbn 
nearly approaches il. Between this spur and the Bea^ 
wboro the possagie i& narrowest^ viands tho town of 
Darbond. Hera, according to the legendp Sikandur, ii, 
Alexander the Great., built a mighty bfurier to restram 
the inoursions of Gog and Magog, i.e. of the Tdraniflint 
Such a wall t^xtending aerosa the Pas^ of Darhand wju> 
actually built for that purpcHie by the great Sasanian 
i^hah Nibdifrwan, the contemporary of Ehe Emperor 
Jnstmiiiip and those two mien! agreed to share the 
^ Eiii. 11 415 , a^!. 


iSTRODVCTiON 


17 


DXjieD.se of pniTOBtiiig borbanKui from p€iiGtratLng ^uth 
of iho Two oeiititirLea later, when ibo Kli tricars, 

a Turkiflli raoe from what Ls now Soiitliom Kiisflia, 
capturihd TLOk and wrought great havoc, tJie ^Atibaidd 
Klailifa Mansur erected defenBiTo worliB and BOcured 
ihe wholu ri^iod up Ln the great mounUiiii'barrieri* 
Cutiiing down to later and regorUmg the matter 

from the tether sjde, we muj moniion that one of Petor 
the Great^s uetB afier Iilm oeccasion to the thrune 
was to make fiure of Harband. 

Tbo first biHtoncal iaTosion by a TiimuJiui race hi 
that of the KimmeriimB of Honier and Flerodiotiis, the 
Goiner of the Bible and the GlmlrnL uf the Afisyrion 
insarlptienB^ who appear to have dwelt id early tLmee 
od the Duiester and the Sea of A»oFp whence they were 
driven by the pjessure of kiadred racee whom the 
Assyrians colted AtnndiL Traversidg the Pass of Dor- 
bond they- setlJed for a tiido north of the Ata&, where 
uadoubtedly they must have coma into contfbol with 
the Medea. Being still pressed \i[mi trom the north, 
they miulo m nasucoesafiU attempt to iavode Asayriji 
in £tt\ and then turned westward Into Ask Mkior.* 

To the woke of the KiEnmerian invasiud came the 
cause of it—the Socac or Scythians, who scow to have 
forced tliG liao of the Aros, to have overrun the terri¬ 
tory of the Mcdeii and the kingdom of Ellipi, and to 
have established os their eapitoL the famous city of 
Ekbatona, the modem Hatuadoii, Jn whiiit haa always 
Itom known in ancient hktory as Media Mogua. It 
seems to have been thni daminatiun of the Sacao at 
Ekbatana that has heed, recorded for ua in histary oa 
the Empire of the Medea The oonfuston appears to 

^ GDF, r. 115^, tbiji jlrrmii-j^inf^liE lb aiiJ to iiAva 

tKR'iui In tfau ratBim VaiilK]£tpiJ tL and iht jEHiiigef HnMidminA. 
■fliB MsadBT wJil£iid B pktttftf af Parbimii tP«rlw5iiL) uml Hm wkII IB 
KA .I 7^ 

1 SEEIU 138 . 

^ SHU, 124 . 
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likTfl nrlfcji froni tlifl aiinilapity bBtwGfln its ABsyriwi 
words for MnidcH ftpd nomads respMlively. iha formor 
being Mmia and lliQ kttor Manda, coupled with tho fact 
tiial the Msda and Mauda both formed part of the 
oonfe^leration which, iindar the leadership of Kastarit, 
the Kyujtarcs of iho Oreoks, overihrcw NineTch.' The 
ompito of the llauda atEkbatana—thofo-called Meiltau 
Euipira—-contiouod till tlio middle of the aiitli ceati^y 
I(.a. It shared the dominion over Wwtora Asia with 
Babyiuti itnd Lydia, and waa no doubt the cause of the 
elaborste defonsiTe works ■with which Kcbuoliadnezwir, 
inindM of the fate of Ninavcli, souKht to make his 
copital ixupregqable: it heltl the overlordship of 
Western Inin. In the year ac. 550 . however. CjTua 
king of Elam, nibelled against his overlord, fstuvegu of 
Ekbatonn, the Asiyagos of the Oreoka, and overthrow 
him in the following year.* Cyrus then subjugated the 
Persians, ontcred Babylon in ti.C. ^44' conj^uered Asa 
Minor and alL the tab! eland of Inin, united its triboa for 
the rtrst time in history under on* govenraHiiit. and 
became known to later timoa os Cyrus tho (ircat. Ho 
is said to havo emended his oonquests to tho Juiarles. 
OQ the borders of which he erected fortresses to hold 
the noutad tribes in check,* and the Greek bistHJrianfi, 
with the exception of Xenophon, represent him us 
peruilung in a war adth the Scythians. Tho legend of 
Cyrus Bod Tumyris, the queen of tha Massagatae. told 
by Harfsiotufl, is well known.* Cyrus' Bcoond successor, 
r>ariu 3 HyslaapiB, the falfio Smerdis being loft out of 
tiie question, also carried the war into the enemy'a 
cotintty, and ceiiTanoed beyond the Hsnuba in 5^3" 
though not very successftilly* to avoDgo, as Horodutus 
tolls UH,* the Scythian invaBiona which prcaed.ed the fall 
of the A^Byrian Etnpiro. 

In the oautury after tho death of Alesander tho 

I sue. 4 ^. S™- * *59^ * '■ 

‘ Hewxt L »3. ' '■ 
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GrcftL tha Pai-Lhliiiifl, rtimfurced by anoLbLor Turdnian 
tribe known jus tke DuliiHiip reFjelled agtilcmt tho 
SeleuoitlH (n.^. 2 $o), aheI bocnmo she di^nuDant race in 
(run, till a revolt iiAK :* 26 ) pUe(Ml tho nativo 

SdMnlan dyrmety on tli^ tlirano. Llidr bmg 

doimnation tha ParLhiuma in tbeir tiini ffiifTered frEJiii 
the inqundona of kin4lred mutsfi from Lbu- Nortk. in 
tnneb tlioaaina wiiy the Enj^lLili fi4;tllG]^ in Brihiin 
iuflbrud ffoiii the Dudur The eecond century bcfoni 
the ChrisrEkn era urn nitirked by groat activity on the 
part of the Tunmianfi, jlqlI iha whole bordur of Imh 
from the Hindu Kimb to tbo CdtepiLvu wm ovyrrun 
by thoni. Two Pikrtluan monsmihg in succoshiuu— 
Phriuitett IT ttnd ArLnbjiini«i IL ^—wetu defeated imd 
«lam, and the Parthiim EiiipirD was only saved froiii 
OTerthrow by Mkhridjite^ IL Foiled by him Llio 
TurimiaQH turned to Lbe Ejuit ivnd peroumently getltod 
m Eoati-rii Iran, hi the rogiOD whioh hm ever iineo 
boon called afLer one of their peoples, KnoaewiAti or 
the stead or bo mo of tbo ESueue {c. Ux\ too). 

Another Tuhia[an people^ known os tho AiaoB or Ahini. 
who hist appear, it b midj in Chinese onmik, vrero on 
the Yolgu in the first mninry of Uie ChriHiion era, 
Preissod upon bj the Huns, who biul defeatod them in m 
^(reat battle, thoj ovumm Media and Anuenla, soma of 
iheni fimliag their way Into the Caucasus, where their 
descendjuiift, it is saith still osish* Thence in aJj. 
lit the mTitfiUon of Phtirasmatu^, king of Iberin, they 
invaded Arnarbljin and AnnoiiLat raTiigod the countryk 
and had to bo bought off by Vologoses IL^ the Parthian 
monorcih of the time. 

The Huph, who knd lioon mstru mental in proeipitsUing 
the Aliifij on fraUp wore themflelvoa in jdight befire other 
hordes. A large contuignnt of tboin iiei^od and sc tiled 
upon the oBsis of ^uarkand or Sijgbd^ Mi^ru, iiti^ 
provotl by 1<?Dg sottloiuopt both In sap^ut and niatmerji,^ 

I OUFp Eii iflrt ocitt * M * /A lil, 3 i t 
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they becdino taawn as iho White Haoii; or lo the 
irAnians, who carried on many wars with them, n» the 
HftUiillanEt 

Lastly, in the middlfl i»f the sixth tfeiitiiry of the 
ChrifllL^ ora iho name of ibe Tiirb L^dns to appear 
in history. Spreading from Mount Altai, or the Gtildcn 
Mountain, io Central Aeia. they eitended themaelTes 
ovijT the northern half of tho eontinnnt, subjugating 
among other nations the Haitaiions. The empire of 
the Turks only lasted alNiut two centuries*' but the 
tribes atid nations of which it was eoinpofied were 
sproiid DT6T the north of Asia from Chinn to the Oxus 
and the Danube, Jind under tho name of Turkmans 
has*e proved a permanent iiiBnuoe to the nurthera 
frontiars of Iran* 

Tho "AbbAsids soon loamed to avail themBdvea of the 
servicofl of Turkman chiefs in tho administration of 
their empire* It was thus that tho Satnanids first 
rose to power under the Khalifa Momun, only, os 
wo bftvo seen, lo make thonisolvoa indopondent under 
his dozenecate suocesaors. About tho year A.ti. Qidi 
a disputed sucecssion oecnrroil oiuoiig the SaiinVnids, 
The rightful heir in tho direct lino was a boy mdy 
QigHt yBflirs olii, imd for that rossoji, as th® W'5r6 

trQuhluus, a party amoiriig the dqcfljired in favoiji' 

of his unclov biu fat hors brother. Tbo mat tor was 
referred for settle inont to the BAinaujil governot of 
Khurisitt—a man of Turbiiian descent named Aiptigla 

_but before hta dacision arrived tho dispute had beau 

settled und Maas hr bad succeeded to the ibrone. 
Alpiigin had given his decision is favour of the uunlo, 
and being fearful of Mnnsiir's voBgcanee he with¬ 
draw Croni Khunisan and carved himaolf out u email 
principality at Ghazni. Ho died in A.ti. g6i). and after 
two short reigns tho troops elected Subuktigin to bo 
their chief. Ha was n Turkman, had been brought up 
I tJDF.T. i:s 
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ill thff honsohold of AlptiglOt hjid suhacqUBaLly Aotcil 
afl his p^ncral^ &iid iros a niim af gTml ability and 
courage* Ho Hpeedily enlarged his dQnimiotiB anil 
Ijcgan those raids inta Indb which boeame so froqiicnt 
in tho dayg of his more futuoiis son* lii tho nicantimo 
the Siimiinid ruler Mamsiii- had died, abd hh son, the 
AinirNuh IL. was driren from his oa[ntal at BukbEvrii 
by a Turkmim invaaioa iostlgatod by two of hh oito 
noblea, who Hubsoquontly, howeror, w'nte cam polled to 
doe for their livos. They appealed for aid to the 
D/tiiTukls—the rivtds of the Satuiiiiids—and obtained 
it. On this the Aml> Nub I!, himself appealed for 
help to Subukti^n, who marijbc<l to his aEamtanoo. 
A great battle wa.^ fought at liar at, and ^iibuktigin 
gained a decisive victory* The AidiF in hia grati- 
ludo bestowed on him Uie title of ffttsini'd-Din, 
or Defender of the Faitk, and on bis eldest son 
Mahmud, who had greatly distinguiphed himseir that 
of ^aifn'd-Daiilft> or Sword of the Stale, ns wall m 
the goTflmornhip of KburibAn. This ha[ipetied in A*n, 
994, Three years later SuVniktigin died. He left thrt>e 
sona, Midimiid, lamn'fl, ami Nojsr, and appointed IsmA'lI 
to KUCi^d biin. Mahmud seeuia to have behaved weD, 
but after vain attempts at conciliation nnd cotnpForDije 
he wits compelled to assert himself ngolnst his brother, 
who was fi|M!edily overthrown and endod his daj-s in 
inteminent as a sute-priaoner. The other broLhep^ 
Nasr, Buppiirtwl MahnuicL Shortly afterwards the 
Samanid dynasty fiickereil out after tlio death of the 
Amir Xuh IL. and in A.i>. 999 Mabinrtd formally 
assumed the sovereignly* an event which Is duly 
noted en his coma by the prefix of Amfr to Ids own 
titles^ and the omksion of the name of the Sinianld 
overlord which previously had been rctatned by the 
rulers of Ghaxo^.^ Mahmtiii waa then twenty-eight 
veans old. His career ns a great conqnoror and 
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religious fansttq is well known- His donunAtiDn ex¬ 
tended from tlie Puiyiib lo the Tigrifli ftnd fTom 
Huldidr4 to the ludian Oeoan. Ho hns, bowtsTer* 
another upon out memories. Hie mine was 

to bocoino for ever assoo^ted with that of the poet 
of the Slnihiiniua who liiwl despaired in tho$e trouhlons 
limes of obtaining any adequate royal patropugo for 
his long formed dosigii of moulding into song the epio 
htstury of hie land and people. It was a momflnt ctf 
high hopes for many, for tho young and ambitloua 
prinoe, for the aiuhitious but no longer youthful paet^ 
anti for all who oitbet by birth or adaption had the 
woLfm of /run ai heart. The ilrab yoke had been 
shaken uff, PeisiaTi was reviving in tho literature^ old 
friniau nainea wore being rnsumod, and there seemed 
the fnirost proipeeie for the establish nient of a third 
Fejraian empire vrith Mahmud for its first SIiAh, It 
is true that religious diftbrenoes remained. Half lian 
was Shfite and the other hidf Sunnite,' hut save for 
that it seemed n stroke of fair fortune that mado the 
great king and the great poet eonteniporarioa, 

1 Tlif Tor-lrEQHJi elff&uenti wu itznQgl^ Sontiili}. Pi'T?Ui ilM not 
b*oimfl tkuiTDDgbljr tM ihw iIxtoBfiili oeiUktrT. lai. 
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POET *XD POEM 

The mast trustworthy motcriiilK for the life of Firduuei 
nra to ba found in biK oim peintMial reference#, there 
being probably no poem of flonaiihirablu length In 
which tho writer keep# hiinjelf bo innoh in evidence 
a# Firdamu doe# m tho ShUuiiiinii. Nest in AUthorUy 
to hiB own statement# wo ciuBt place the oewnDt 
given of him by NinlmJ-i-'Artldi of Samarkaiid in 
hU work entitled >* Chalitir Mnkila." w. " Four DU- 
Donrse#.'' ’ They ore on Soerotaric#, Poet*, Aairolc^ar#, 
and PhysiciatiB resliectiTaly, and ooDsiiit chiefly of 
anecdotes. On# of theae, in the " CtBeeurBO on Pool#,” 
gives the valuable account of Firdausi. Unfortiinatoly 
it throws doubt on tbo authenticity of tho citant 
version of ono of his compositions—the Fatine on Sidtiin 
UiihmAd, only a few linofl of which, if Nizami i# to bo 
Italic ved. can be r^arded as Firdausi's own. They 
suffice, however, to indicate oruf good reason for tbo 
poet'e difforenee with Mahmiid and the general Hue 
that he took in hii limrory tevongo, tbtnigb that Sul- 
tnn, it is pretty evident, never wen heard tkal tbo 
poet hod written the Saliro at all! In addition to tbo 
atiovo^iuaiittoned sources of mforuiation there are two 
formal biographies of tho poet. Ono, which date# 
atwit O-it. 142S( was compiled hy order of Bahungbor 
Khan, tho grandwn of Timur tho Lame, and i# pretlzcd 
to the fonner's odition of the text of tbo SUabnuma. 
It is Bp|uirentJy hosed on an older molrioal lifo <if which 

1 Itclt 
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it prefierves soino juid is itsalf tliD of 

most of tho biogTftphiGftl Doti^^es of the poet, including 
thftt ID the I^nc^hpa;<lia Britannica^ The nthef, whieh 
datas about a.D. 1486^ is in OaulaCi Sbuli'n ^ Iiivdh of 
the Poets,smd Is peferr^ by tho writer of tho article 
*'Ferdoiio}'in the JHofff’n^phie l/mvdnferft. Both ktq 
used by Mold in tlto prefnee to his edition of tho text 
ao^l tfiinslation of the SlirLhruijjia, and both are full of 
mythical dotails- 

LrOt us first coniine ouiselves to the atatemenia in 
the poet's undoubted writings anil to Jcgitimatq dcduo- 
lions tliorefroiii. He calls liimaclf AhA ‘1 Kibiin, and 
we gather that he was bom about A.Tk 941, We 
arriTo at thia in the following way. !n tho whole 
Shrlbnama there is only one definite dale—that od 
which he finished the poaiu. This, mixing up the 
Muhammadan era with the ZoroestriAn calendar, he 
tells ua ha did on the day of Ard in the mouth of 
Sapandarmad of the year 400 of tho Hijra- This par' 
tienlar year, for the Muhaiimiadan years are lunar and 
vary aecordinglj^ began on August 35th, A*l>. 1009, oud 
eodcKl on the 14th day of that month In the year 
following. Therefore Fiidausf finished the ShiUinama 
on February ^sth* a-d* 1010, rie gives his one date 
in the conclnding lines of the poem, where he also 
says;— 

Wlieo nipB au4 wviuity je^rw hud nif by 

The hnamui hqwicd dnwa fjefort* tuy pcMjtry-' 

This wo niuy fairly interpret meaning that ho 
finished hk work when he was seventy-one years old, 
t.p. aWut fliity-niue, os we reakon^^ since thirty-fmir 
^fuhamrnadan years go to j^lfout UiLrty-thTiio of oum 

The pneb was a Muhammadan of tho Shiite sect. 
This js clear from his referenGe to *Ali in his Pre¬ 
lude* 
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Moreover, he was not a strict JiluhamniadiLt] iii 
tho matter of wmo-driokln^:— 

Tke timfl to delidoftt wimt ii now^ 

Fur ttiiukf Miiti tmsadic from the md4iiitAiti-1#rDWi 
Th« Air renousiietb adi] eartb travulntb, 

AthI Lluit ii ha whdia hiiuft drink giidilenEdtt 

IIb fkiit jilt wlqe ntii\ mEiufit, lirv^l iAd nro^, 

Avd cah bebead a fllseep t4f make ttJm moAta 
TtkSM luive iM>t t. Who luitli Iheiii well h ht. 

Ob t ^yitf ijrUA lliiil bt La povirt/ t ^ 

And ogalij;— 

Briag tutip-UnL^ wine, Q BiflhiTui f 
Frnui jAin dint never need replcnlihln^ 

Why MKik t whu uti dml At liitty-lliivfl 
Tile W4jr1d^a gnct! and olwn'imw I ^ 

Ho !iiK>n after hm a Lit of repeuLmiCQ:— 

0 ]d jnnif wboie jrenri HEUniinl to iixty-lkrH ! 

SbAli wins b« ilill ihu burdflo df Ihj laj T 
Wiihont A mtrning Life mmj end willi thee ; 

Tbiiik at nopeatuice then, isck wiodom'i way. 

May God appmva this ■lavou May Im aitjun 
la wiidoai dehrf anil in fein^fiog ■ 

Ho owned or ooonplcd loud i at loASt the followm^ 
juiSfiagea suggest that eonnlusiun :•— 

A dead biuth rijva and tha mpon'i obieajvd, 

Fram that dark ekiod a AhdWcr of milk Li pnoiiedf 
No riTW plain ot n p i a nd can I apy^ 

Tba nvea't plnniei ora lo«t a^inil the akj, 

In ana un^^nasing itmun qp;-a(iplt* * falL t 
What ia higb hcavad'a porpuv* in it all f 
No firt-wood lallad iQaai or iharlayrgmin 
Aia loft ma,. nangkl till homal eodw ngaln I 
Aniid tbit gli^aiOi thia day of tu and fear. 

When aaiih with minr la like an Lrury apb1^^«, 

All mine BJEain in oTerthrow will end 
Un1aa« my hjmd ia gnfct|«l by Kona gnoA friimd. *■ 


» V, ca^o. ■ tp 145 ?. » M ittw. 

* /J.i 14I?* Raiullag laat Una wflJi 
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Aud iigaiii:— 

T1i« Wl ihn yeaf Ilk0 eienth dn JU0 liulli aHh^a 
Thought d«nib Lti^ wcru %hm hdl^ 

And bsA¥«ii'4 lofty hr ejEt«ndUig dome 
Hfltb t- fiqifpil my fuel aheep Ami wbe^l to fail. ^ 

In snmu vww^» Qompluiping of the odviUitJe of oltl 
ho allutiBd to & diUamity thut befell liim when ha wsfi 
ti/ly-dght, or it niflj be thttt eih escape from slrow'tiing, 
K'hieh be aee™ to have hml aboat that tirdo, tind a 
sobering effect iipou bitn. Tins accident vrill be re* 
ferred to in another ooaDootion later on* He says ■— 

tiLnce 1 look up the fltrp of 
Tlie kitr and gntireT nanglit ebit ^ eoiilcmplatt 
All E fdP my swonl-lilte ffp«dcii whm T wmi thirty, 

Tbdia Imidoui dayi^ mptk-tWMiitcdj, rosEAto 

At the age of siitty^five bo lost hia son:—^ 

At ris-ty-Orti ^ ill to cntch At ppll^ 

Oh t hi ma imd that to mytdf 
And move upon the puing ul my Km. 

My tuiti it WAi tn y«t ha hnUi 

w m ♦ , * * 

k$Q?0a yofli? and tHriy p^Er tha youth had fjwd 
tVhEii he diitAsted of the Tnrld and tt«cL 

g « « . m 9 

Ho hurried oif akma I ataynd to ha 
Thfl outeotne of my lAbonn. > 

Id the year following his fioa*a death ho speaks of 
hirnsolf as tioing much broken:— 

While three fcam yeara and hve w^re podj^log by. 

Like f^pring-winda o‘Ar the d»ert, poverty 
And toil were mine ; next yw like one homiued 
i lisaned uptm a liftdE^ tny lianda refiiucd 
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Tlifr rein, my gfmw iEu»nrUkij polv^ my Wird 

LchI ttP block liim onri eaniplior-Uki! sii^KAml^ 

Miqc upright BtutUCG IxfOt il CAllifl W 
Ami aU the Imtre pf mine ey« »m goireJ 

Ha Dovar npoiilu of hinwlf nn baT^ any profeaflioii 
or official pn^tioa, but if wa may bastard a oonJooLiiM it ie 
r.bat he or bis son or tuotli wore odnoittcd for the office of 
flCTibe* He pats the foll<iwing glonRcatlon of that pro- 
fosBiDri into tbe iiioatb of Bt'ixuijmibr, tbo fomoiin chiaf 
itijoisLar of the still tuore futtiinui S^liAlt Jftishirwiii— 

TuiuJ] to ihy Buu the huAhic«i of tho 
'riiat hfl iBiy ■■ life id thms Aud thitie, 

AimI, Aft tliiiq wimldeel hAVu thy toilH IwAf frtdl^ 

OrtiJge UDL me.tni<rh>ii to him, fu* Lhii itt 
Will lirtpg a ymih Iwioix the tiiroiiP aeiJ uiAhe 
Tlie uttdMervipg faKime's fAVuiidta. 

Of a11 |irofHBipiift 'tie the tucel CllCaliied^ 

Eitidtiiig *¥frn th«» of lowiy hink 
A rwly Birtibfl vrlm!» n iuaii xii redv 
li IxiPu^ Ld rit e'flti In the myAl pmvitca 
And, if he h« ft min o| rUligeni^, 

Will hftVH nuecwuiUd UmBun the Hhdhi 
While if etidowed wiHi Hnciiey jmd itylt 
He will be fttuduToe to iuuproVfi hllliHlf, 

LTsb hk cndeftvunpi lo he ludra 
Aiid pat hii nuithiic mure 4ttrBctlTe!y"» 

Tilt ftcritie hath P«d lo 1h a in^n frf wiidt^TUt 
Of munh «iidunint‘« ead jjood meiiiofyr 
A mnn of tiicl, Adctiitom-erl to Oiiiirt-WAyi| 

A holy nmn whoop tongue k mate for etilt 
A TOftii pf kimwledifet jMHiemse, truthfulneM, 

A man d^lit truMy ploui Abd woIl-EftVbtLtud. 

If ihti* cbdowed he cumeth to the Bh4h 
Be CX1LO04 chofMe hot mi before the tlijoaa^ 

Ho Waver this may 1)0* from the timu when ha bo- 
cacEiD bis own maslar he Appears to have devoted buo- 

■ % 1774 ^ 

■ Tbfi pool aIpo r^^HWDtft thle BMh t>ft boihg btfehly liidiitHiiat «bra 

A WHlOiy eonlwainer. In mmm for vAluAblp nmlanie to mak 
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sdf to poetry. Referring to thu compktioa of the 
ShEibni^ma he anys:— 

Mr life from Tootli to etd hjilh run it* ismiix' 

Tn lufAringutbur nihue own dlicotirff,* 

Wo hiive Eilroadj had na aHuHlon to LIh " s^wortJ-liko 
speech wh#sn he wna thirty, and we know thiit between 
the ages of thirty-fiTe and fitstty-niao he waa occupied 
on the Shdhusirofk Ho tdU ms m a pasBagi- tliat will 
be quoted later on that he apont thirty-five years cm 
that poem, i.t about thirty-four years as we rockoiL 
The prose materials for this, ho informs iia, alroady 
had been embodied m book-form h“ and the idtHi of 
tnraiti^ them into yeme had miggested itaelf to the 
poet Dakikf, u young man of brillijint parts but of 
Tidoue habits, who was murdered by the hand of one 
of hia own sieves * Dakiki had only just bogun his 
groat task when ho was cut off, hut flnlntiHi admits 
his priority ‘^ 

AJthoaj{1i fVTily rliyinbd the YtirlfEit — 

One thuimiid e«u]dtflJ fall of fraitatLtI light— 
wa-s my pionen-r mid hm a] rmc 
In ttiAthe Mb tha Bh^a Eipen thiir ikrrms. 

Fititii noUleft In incur and umolumcal. 
tfa^l be * hifl LiTcutile was hia owu. ill lienl. 

To lisg the pmiwifl nf the kings W 3 ia hie 
And cmvii tha pidticne with liii eulii^eiL* 

Bakikf iicems to have died about a*D, p/fip for 
Firdausi look up the wort and it employed him for 
tbo iie\t thiily-fbur yeara »e wo rookon. At first ho 
found himself hampered throtigh laok of the nfjcessary 
materials. What those wero will be cstploineHi latoT 
on in the prosont chapton Ho made countless in- 
quirios and began to despair^ fearing that like Dakiki 
he should not live to complete his undertakings He 

' C, aogA. ' Sn> l^lsdir, I S. ’ M. |i]i 
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rilflo fluFkirod from Itick of pi^trofuige otid eDOi-mriigtaiiadiitL 
Thii timoA woro irouHoiis ami utan'A miDds wero otli*r- 
irbe ocoupiad. Al length hoth tht) needful aifttorittla 
and tbu paLffm were vouchaafod Iiihl llio fomier 
were obtained for hhii bj a friend imd feUow-Uja'nB- 
inan:^ The latter he Ibuiid somewhat later in the 
peraoD of Aim Manadr bill iruhammad, probably ii 
local rnAguatre, who warmly enoonraged bim and 
treated him witli the greateBt kiodnefis and genertisity, 
TIiLb, we may venture to was one of the 

happieBt epoeba in the poet'B life. Ho was hi tho 
first flush of ei great and enduring enlhuKiaaja ^ the 
TnoEUifi of gratifying it w'ero in hb possti-sajon; be held 
the fioltl, and bb material fiitiire seemed asaurod: bis 
noble^ rieh, and goiieroiiK patron woultl iiee to that. 
Alosl that patren died—murdered like Dakfki, but by 
whcmi and in wbat DireuiUBtanceH we know iu>L The 
poet was ovorwbiilined for a tinie^ but be persevererl 
and kept in mind hb palron^t counsel that tbe BcJok of 
Kings (Sbdbndrua) wbon comploted sboiild he de<li“ 
eated to kmgs,^ In conr^sa of time the poet founil 
other patrons, notably ooe Abiiiad ibn Muluuiiinaii 
of Ob/dandjihiLiip to wbom in A.n. 999 ho iledkaLod a 
complete Shallrukina* Firdausi was staying with 
Abiuatl when be had the esoafie from drowning already 
referred to. and bo seetna to have been reacued 
either by Ahmad himfielf ur by Abmadw som TbiB 
passage not in our printed tejtle.'* The poet^ how- 
ever, hiid never forgotten the ail vice of UU furtiier 
patron, the Iftiloved AtiiS MatisiVr, and In this same year 
his opponunity eame. The bat king of tho *S;mmnid 
dynasty died imd Mfllmuid beeame Hupemo in Easlem 
triin. Henceforth it wm to Mahrntid that tbe poat 
looked for paLronag'Op and ho appears to have loft 

** I 10^ 
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no fitc^DQ unttntdd to guin it. If ndiilAtion could 
ha'Vt* ocliieTed hm end he ouglit to huvo ^uncoeded. 
Tho ndrtfler will find a. B|]ociiTien m tho present 
voliiiiicJ Ehewhere in onotber ebttioriiite panegyric 
he asyB:— 

Goil tdesi Uie Sfa£h| Una pride of crown and thronw 
And ftEgiirt-iing, Ideu him whuec tABjiuri» gman 
With Itii tritttliSccn4:t» what while the fanw 
Of mujefitjr ii bfli^itrii£d hjr hit bomiv 

V r 4 » Ik ri -» 

all the wcvrld oiui corput hulh becii pbued^ 

Hia tuken ttevenntire to he eflneed— 

Arid m it acc a. cuahian md a aeat 
For Fail, ma of Ahmad^ a nyin repkte 
Willi JttAfciv, pm dunce, ruda* nnd ^lij fear; 

No Shiih befoiHa hail audb a niimiiter^ 

In hJi luujila U the pence of all the 
For he » good anil cliief nf all the gTwtt, 

FrankHijH)kBTi. with clean hnuda and alngle heart; 

To wrvi Ooil and hu acrvaasiffn li hi» part; 

With thh wiae nprij^ht tniniirifiT for itiimd 
My far-exteuding lahcntr ruadied ill end. 

I framinJ thk rtorj of the liafi of 
Selected from the bralc of men of lore. 

That it In mine old age might yieht me fittll, 

Oit'e toE a eivwn ilin^ and hlfth repute^ 

Ihit aaw no botmtemn worldbrd ; there wa* none 
Mlio added to the luitfa of tlte throne. 

I waitind for a. patron piitieBlly— 

One whoae minii^canou rei^uired no fcay* 

■ * # < * i 1 

When I woB flftj-Eight^ and when in truth 
1 itlll felt ynnng tljncigh J had foit my ^ooth* 

A proclamiitioD rcArh^ mine can at laaL 
Whereat car* a^&l and all my tmoblea puea’d. 

It ran :—“ Ye men of numu a'ho hing to find * 

Bom* tmee of Far£dibi atill left tielijiiii I 

Bee hrightpeonled Faridiln alive a gaiTi 

With wLTtli And tinw for homlilavet He hath ta'Dn 
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Thtt wtiriil l}y jDitie&-uifl hy 
Abi] ii QttklC^ ti-W uli dtljct 
Brj)(bc WT lh(s renJlda ^^l hk (SarlLit tkjf. 

And iiMij h& ffonrUb^ ™t witl Eniit^ Ictf 
Ki>w that pPorlAmtilKnii iiiluB ear 

1 wkh. any utber eanoil tti bsaf; 

In hh niinj'D \ fniihiQnnd tliii my biyi 
Atiii may hii f^iL Lk^ untvfiTfeiftl ivmy.^ 

The reader will note that both in % 12 of tho 
Prelude aiid in the paesoge jnat quoted FmlaiiAt 
eoupleu MAhiiiiid add hts nuni^tor in eulogy. the 
Proludq is i^trospeclivo. we diaj Tontiire to aBRUTnfi 
who thnt mmistur was, because as it wivs vnttoTi Iftst the 
reference if inopportune would not have been iD^sertcd. 
There can hardly be a doubt that in poasaf^f^ds the 
8Aine minister b referred to—Fazl, son of AhiUEul. 

The passage from wUeh the abore ei.traol4S are 
taken is a very importEmt one. It Meecos to have 
been penned a few years before the compietion of the 
SkiihnEijna* for the poet was over sjj;ty-ri vo at tho iluie^ 
Tho tiitraelB miggest that he hod lately recei ved bo me 
definite fmcDuragetueiit, some proinbo of patronage or 
rew'ard from Mahmud or his minietcr or iHitli, where- 
iijion he wrote this panegyrie and profiled it to the 
section that ho had been engaged on or iuid taken in 
hand when tho annoimoement of hfahmiid's acetuision 
first raaohed hinu If Mahimld* who was of Turkman 
deseonu hml strong taiiial piwclivitiea, tho section in 
point hartUy sooms to ba well chosen, for it telU of the 
tinal ovorthrow of the groat protagonist of 

tlie TurkuiLin raee^ at tho hands of the tfiiinian Shsih 
Kai Kliiisrau. Perbapa Mahmud hail beoomo more 
iriiniiin than the fmiuanK. i^uoh immws are not iin- 
knnwn in history. At all evonta we know that his 
minister Fazl, of Ahmad, or to give him hh full 
title Abii'J 'Abbas Fad bin Ahmad, bad tmnian 
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(br 1 j# iv h a I t gf*fl tb^ ufflcial IlLIIJ^llfl|jfG fof StftbQ 
documents from Arabic to PflrBiiin, Aft^r hlA fall Ilia 
ffucGafiftorr Abni ftii t-Tftgum MaiTimncll. rctumod to tbo old 
arrAngcmont.'^ At the tiiua when tU^ poet Vrtole tbe 
above paeisege AluVl *Abb?b FfiJd miubI Uufo bt^en al 
tlie height of Mb poirtsr^ my tttwjTit a.d. ioo6 . We are 
toJd OD the AothoTity of A) 'IJtbi that he was one of 
the most celebrated of book-studfliita. and AI ^JtbI, 
who was Mahjoiiirs BeorctarjT ought to have known*^ 
It IS vfiiy hard to resist the inferenae that Abel 
'Abbeis Fazl bad given the piet eneouragetofinti and 
that tho Utter looked to him to Beoiiro a Rtting to- 
cdption by Mahmud of the pt»em when Imbhed. The 
poet's idea ^ems to have been that the Shiihniima 
was to bo regarded as Mahmi^d^s memoriab whiU the 
profits of his great work were to be devoted to acmio 
special object whUh was to bo regarded as his own 
ineniL>rial:— 

nf all iht thtngi tlial cam oor lufinitrcli'a piabe, 

The tliinp oi ehlffwt proiL La !iu rlAy% 

ThiA will beat aert'v to ktitp hia mempry rife 
Ami liv*i AH fiait aail pimsel of htn lif-E, 

Aad 1 API to lins (no till I 

IlcEisive hlfl gold tliat whiai I ooine to die 
I too may leflve my motiaiaeiii with tiling 
Dravu frojK the tpea^Miy tif tltr. kiag of kin^^ 

If the poet put his faith in Abul 'AbVtds Fti^l he was 
doomod to disappointment. In tho meantiino we have 
a lamentation over hopes deferred* royal neglect which 
may have been intentional or tnorcly unwitting, and 
active opposition:— 

Six time* ten r.boii™d coapleU tlicir will be 
Well PtilcriKi—baiiiftliiLra of mlaery. 

I^f^r tbrlEf a thri>rufauii coupl^la otu^ nmy lijok 
Itt vain HA yet in any Prniiin t>ook. 

And if tlicu ciuii!:clle4t cscli fanlty strain 
hi metk five hitadrEMJ icarcaly w»ll reTOuin^ 


^ NtS, Ji, note. 


* KUW, 


* V. ijjo^ 



INTRODUCTION 


31 


Tlmt fvtia^a king ahJ □! iticli Vcirtli 

Atil luBtiv inttl tliD moiiaiTlti of tbft onrtJi— 

ShtHilrl dlsneitiml la diin 

To tLmilflrflri Aqd nimo ill futluuB Lou, 

luiTit ttijr work, tnj- oiArketin^ 

la ftpmlMl ilifuugli liUik 'Of fEivottr willi the king, 
nut wtion ttiH ro^fol wiwtSot nhail nmiJ 
[iTcajulhi hjjloriei wilb all grxHi hoed 
I iJihI I lifl g]|ii1d>eiucHl by kb Inooaria her?. 

And limy iiia fcifimati'a ill Apprmidi liin 4 nuar. 

My Wk limy iLbh okaU nije to hla ttiihd 

And 1 llto FrnitiL^ of ruy lAboiLPA fltuL 

Ke hil tbo crown mA itutrac wliilo timi!- hIioU nm. 

And niAf hb oiilahltio iko vucu. * 

At Aimtlier time ho i» plunged in despnir:— 

The dear dcligbu of mithp iha ikWaj^, 

VVTwt Iwol tkoy ? Sutni thy nh will pn:^! away. 

Bl«t in lha pinna mfrinHcant imd wbo, 

WhiMti ejvrs oft feel the world-a f p1iiA.vintrx€ji, 

Fcr when ho pAj^nolli k« wjU loa^ Wkind 
A good name and a gootl coQid iA^Son lintL 
Hia {HJriiuD la in Heavflu and la CSod'a iigkt 
Mo wilt have koiunuri Biieh it out my plighl 
Who am ill wretchLil dLlamitoTiiif 
W'illi alt lhal 1 pnaseoa mmt Bollward thiu 
Boyrmd recall I Nn hopo in Hcaeoa I 
lly hull] b Toidp luLli worlda hava mined me t* 

In momenU of dlsiippouitmiiuti, too, nud at periods 
probably yeans aparl, tho poet givea vont to his feelings 
not only in neapoet to hifl own tiniet but even to 
Mahmud himaelt Tbo expression of them is put into 
tho mouths of some of his charaotera, but the prupho* 
oioA arc of tho sound typo mftde after tho event and 
evidently tho poot'^s own hnndiwrjrk i—- 

A fcJma la aataiag when tha world will have 
A king Lhfil la deiHiId of aadidistMidiai^ 

A king SfIicmc glcicimT ppint Will Work Woa ; 

Hui world will dAfhan *nratk hie tyranny 
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Anij good will iifl'&r bv fcxtmd imong hla treuttm**. 

He will be evw Batbering firih bcwti 
To win Ilia cpciwii n*w ftme but m tlm end 
Hiii 3 j:iDnaTob imd tli lifj»y will p*™ siwifp 
And there will lie a change of dyniLiJ^p^ 

And ugoin:— 

Tlie wawriar will detpiK the hiiHhatuIinaiii 
High birth and dignity wilt bear no fmlt; 

Tlicii bum will rob eech otheri nom? will know 

A blewing fmlii * ind aeeret defiling 

Pratnll oW opan, while tbi^ bearla ul men 

Will tona to fiin^ sire win Uo foe to aon 

And BDn will iktheme ^gnitiH iih! j. a wartlklflai slave 

Will bo the SlAlig Id^^h blfthi and insjestj 

Will ooimt for nnthmg ; m one will be loyal, 

Tbmv win bo Lffumy of muI and tnogne t 
A mongrel nwe—intnlan, TnrkmajL, Arab— 

Will come to be and talk in gihbetialL* 

These pnsAftgos, in Ptofossot Xdldeke^a opinion,* 
oIoeltIv refer t* Moliuiiul nnd bo the oiroumstiiTicea of 
Lha poet« own titiie. The Iiittef oeotira noarljr at the 
cod of ihe poem, and is put Lot* the luoutk of the 
cominaiiiler of the Persiun host just before tho fatal 
battle of KiSdiaiyya, aBp 637, 

At lengtli the gnsat work m finished, but Lho peVs 
mood is still oua of da&pondanoc ^ 

When dve and ilstj ysare Imd ptiwed me by 
I viewsd my w^nk with more aniiaty. 

Hat aa my yearning ta acbieve it grt^w 
Uy fortune'! 4tiJ- reeBilad Itxm my vikw, 

CfTAt men aud iMimtkl reiwiima b^d fi^r mu 
My work all copied out grataitnualy 
Ntilirte 1 At looking on, and than hadfft niM 
That I WM tculiBg fnr my daily bread. 

Nai^bt bat tbrir praiaei bod I for my part 
Amlf while they prniied^ I hod a tirtikEU*hiiiLtt. 

Thf moutlii of tlietr olil madey-bagi wifre tfstl^ 
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WIicMMl iumm ■jdtfiit htvrt wm mr^rtificd, 

'M\ DSIaiii liLLi riuliJ tbtiM Iwq 
IT4*lp«f ms in bfjir miim ittiderUkipg ihm" j 

TLck rtnlflTjt icmJ*, my hWaw t^wiutu^p thef 
Wf!P* kind nnJ »|i«d my work m ovary 
Maly ftm a£ Eufilay a Fftttlaif ba, 

Wunld ui^t takv Imm nw tmil witiLholtl my fmi, 

Put fujUFiimj gold ind filver, alothoi and msai ; 

From film t £ndtauimt« tvingi and fi»i, 

TAxatlimp fDOl and bnijirl!i^ I knuw niut^ t 
loaU on my quih at mm. Wli^ invaniy 
Aud qna yiaari cd my IITa Ibid pawd ln« by 
Tilth Imvani Ujwed down bclatv niy |Mjolfy, 

For Hvi ojul lliirty ytaim I Imrfi iiiuct pain 
Hore in tJijj W'liyiifla Inn In bo]M of pin+ 

Bi]t all the fiva and thirty y«nra thn* |MJt 
Naught haipwi j men gavo my imTall in tha fiturt^ 

And my hqmi tno hire |pme for avexiinitB 
Kow Uiat mine ago bath almiMt rent^bod fonnoora, 

Fcir Bvwr luity bn Mahmud the ting+ 

He* knrt itill gfod, hkt h«irl utlD flonriiihing. 

Him both in ptiMi« hhJ in private I 

Have praiofid m liiot tay wqnlt will nevar dk^ 

Of pralMi froku the gn»t [ Imd my lUiin, 

The praiuia iLit I give to him are mam. 

Far eviar may he live, thiii prudient kiiig^ 

And lea hla mkdmtiikliigk pmaparbig, 

1 hova hHinaatlied u bk memadal 

Tbit book, ill tliiM tan iAp>ui«w 1 Una* Ln alLi 

There oro otket DEtferettcf^s by tha poet to tift wdrk 
nntl his hofies con^rtikig it, but it U bolievad thiii tbe 
mosti importiuit pttSBagea b&ve nfm been set fottk If 
then we fiod no other aouroen of infoniiAttoii thnn 
tlidite, wlmt Hhoulil we gather from thorn f Thai the 
poet in the prime of life stiocoedod to the work and 
materials of Ditkikl^ and lahourod nl hw task for mimy 
yeii» iiuder various patrons but not reeeiTing nuok 
reoogziitioD os In his own opimon his deserts merited ; 

^ aogj. Th^ iwylbga nf ibe taamsf «f the ptwt'i fdenda am 
Ulkan rnHa Nlxiaire qUQtaUEiO ^ tkii poMaga, BCH, 7> 
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tbuL lio tUoiiglit ho *5aw his opportrinitj in the accession 
cif Mahuiiid and did hia best to nvtkil himisolf of iL; 
tbiit ho TflCoived itornfl encourjigoniont if not irom l.ho 
Sultilu liimsolf lo^Lsb froiD Aliti I 'Ahbj'iB Fa^l, tbo 
chief inlnLatar4, and aeWnv^J his to^ earlj in a.u^ 
loio; that for some ingthre that date iLnro had 

hopu opposition to him at Coin-t, liia work vililied 
and hifl nharactor misroproaonLed ^ thstt theso intrij^eii 
ullimatoly prL^vjdloch and that ho never receivud tho 
reward for hia labours that a perhaps soniowhitL tofi 
forvid taiiiperainont had tod him to hope for or expect, 
that for yeatii after the eorapletioti of the poem ho 
fitill liopot.1 on, WEks nertrly eighty wheti he liiially 
Hlospainsd, buL ts> the hist continued to praise Mahiintd. 

Xow if we aeek to look further into the cauaes of 
FjrdEiusI^s disappohitment we have at hand a plausiblo 
and cveii prtsbahle eiplaniition, hut one for which wo 
have, at present at all evaoLa, no dircet ovklencOi Just 
aljutU the time when the Sihahmiina was completed 
Mahmuds chief niiiiistur, AbiVl Ahb^ Faish fedl into 
disgrace. Ho ha^l once been in the service of the 
SLlindnidSp but when Mahmud became governor of 
Khunitum In A,n. 994, his futhor, SubukLaginr applieil 
to the Samikiid prince* Nnh bin Mansur* for tho 
services of Abud 'Abt>iia on beTaolf of his sun. Ac- 
tiurdingly he bccaioc the steward of Mahnnhra house- 
hold at Nishapur, aiidj after Mahmud^s accessioiij 
chief uiiniHLer, Ho is said to have mtido use of his 
posiliOD to Huneh himself, iind his laiminktration is 
stated to have itu oppresaiTO that Khurusuii was 

devastated cmii dopipulateil, hut tins of course nooii 
not be taken too Utorullj. Tim Sultdn* however, 
became eoncemod with regard to the diiuinulion of 
the levies and the falling off hi the revenue^ and 
rcaionstTAted with AbiVt ^AbhaSp who threatened to 
resign. In a.O. 101 T* aftCT long ntgotiatbnSp tho 
Sultiin, enraged at his eonduet, lm[i06od a tine of 
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tOO,s>OQ d£&Ar» npin him, atid* ha ho Btill defcM-mi 
payment^ htwi him hnprUonod imd jiut lo tlio turtiirti. 
Hi« t?Dotiutis uTEulixl thumMflvoA of hifl diagrutre. mid 
of the SnltcLp A dbpletuiurc mid ntmenco oji 0130 of hifi 
numerous catmjsdgmfl, to Imvo ilm fjJlen minktor dono 
tu doALh id ji.rx loijj 

Thii pnigg^rioD then is tlmt the potii liwt lib stiAuco 
uwing to the truubleit in which tlie mlabtBr hocami} 
mvolved jiat nboiit tho time when Lha Sluihojima 
would be rcmiy for pj-winE-atioti tu Mahtiuldi aod 
whfln wo picture to ourAclvea thu reti^onscbs9 intriguefl 
of an 0rIeDt4it ccsitrL—intrigiieH alioklog at no AtnMSitj 
smd Bhrmking from no utcmiuo^A—-we omi well imtiginc 
that if the iinfartunate rrimtaler really hml CAken an 
iut^roKt. In the paoi*8 work, there woultl not be wanting 
tJioAo who Would only Ije too willing nut of mere Hpite 
to Atrike at tfio patron through the 

KowwoJT thb iiuty 1*6* the latter, indignant at the 
treatment ho hiwl undergone} or sruarting under the 
iHjnfte of tiiinierite^l neglect, Aot ni*out writing a Satire 
on Sultan Mahunld, of which, ftecordiiig to Nbami-i^ 
Anidi, only the fottowing fire coupleta sur?tv-ed in his 
daj% They run aa foEInwH ^— 

** Vtiti jinlAr hath gnatm flimg it hm^ 

In lo¥Ti towtmJ the Fptjj.h«i and ■AlL'^ 

Tliit lorfl, if t iliall ifTMk ol it, itujdle* 

Fit If itXiiii Ualimdd* ffir ma li) patruniACL 

'Jliii ■lale-girri lim it 3 Hat a vuitUleai thiug 

Althoi^h il« friil4«'r cajuii to be a kiag 

liwJ e'er llu; a tam for (fnodtuw ihovn 

M« Wi;it£]d hwrw lue Upon lii# thnina. 

BffTiiiiH hit kioili>d ii qf ifHUQ Hiain 

He eannut tjear it) bv alMAat the gmu. 

Ill the eJtUijt vornion i)f the I^atire that wa folUiw,* 
which CfiiuiKtii of S02 mitpli^ii, the above cmipSoU 

• EUa, J96. cr. bii> IMJ. U. «M i K i^a, 
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tint in tliu order but Mrpflni.t.oly es tlio 1 1 tli, 
2 jih, S^rd, 72Tid. jmd ri^pt^ctively, with 

diffcrencfis of ratiding. Hors they rcfld fflthoF diRoon- 
noetedly^ but have an appa^pmLe context in the 
extant veraan of the Satire, Wo karn from Lhein 
that one of the chargris brought against the jpoc was 
that ho wad a heratie of iho fioct of the Slu itefl, nod 
this miiy have weighed with tho orthodox >fahinnd. 
Tho pool for hU part develops tho old launt of the 
slave who became a Sbiih. II now we tiini tn the 
extiint version of the Satiro, anil accept H od ganuioo 
in spSu] of what saj«, we get udditional and 

interoBliiig ioferination. The poet apeaka of hiuihelf 
oa Fifdanai of Tiia- Tiia was fonncrly a city of much 
impt'trtanco in Khnr^iini anil its mins aro still to l»e 
seen some Boventeen niilcsi * of Mashad. Ho 

I alia us that bo spent thirty years over the Sbihnatna, 
that it was proscnlod to Mahimid, who hod promised 
a worthy but gave hini a yary inadequate reward— 
little more one-seventh of what ho expected—- 

and that he publicly gave away tho whole of it to a 
fltfeet fihcrbet-fiellor in payment for a drink* Ho al&J 
infonim m that Mahimid tbroatened to have him 
trampled U> death by olcphonts, and he ends by 
cufAmg the SulLin. 

We now pLias on to what NiKamf has to tell us 
nnwe tban a bimdred yosra aftor the death of tho 

Abit 1 liil^im Firdfiusi was one of the landed pfo- 
priotors of Tiia. Ho was a imtlvo of a village called 
Hazh, which fotined part of one of the quartets, ilis- 
trlcts, or suburbs of the (dty. He was a man of 
irnporLODCo and of iiidL!i|»odeiit means, which w*ere 
derived from the ineorne of bia land. Mo had one 
daughter, ami the sole object of bis labours on tho 
Sbiihuibnik was to obtain the funds necessckrj to pro¬ 
vide hor with a dowry * When ho had oomploted the 
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work il was trjmscribod by ’All Ulbim uiil rooiteiJ by 
Abd DuJitf Uo was mujch in favour witb Hji'iy, wn 
of Kutfbfl, Uio gnvomDr of ibo mty% wlio tro4lod him 
with all ociO^idurLitioii m tlio matter of LaKaLioii. 

'AH Dfiftm tfLuificrlbod the ShiihnLinia m 
voliinies, and FirtlaiiHl iet oli' fur Gbami with Abii 
DiHaf, Aiimiid ilofaii Miumandi, Mahtiaihra ohiof 
iniuLsUir,. bofiioniJcKl biin. nncl tbfl pOL^m waa duly 
pn^soDUid to the Snltdn, who Jiooupted iL The 
fjilnistof, how aver, hwi eueinien, who pomLod out tJiat 
FirJttUiif wai a hisroiio, as aunie of iha verm in his 
Proludo to tho Sblbmiriia showed/ aud tho roault was 
that thu pool got much lefii tbiin ho rapcctod. Ho 
wont to tho bath la chugtiii^ and ou oouiitig out 
divided the mm that ha bod ntooived tiotwei^ thii 
butli-man and a aheri>et sidkr of whom hv had bought 
]i diink. Than hiariE^; the wrath of Aiubmud ho deti to 
llurjit, whero hu lay hidden for aix mouths. Miihuidd 
cent luesaongens after him to Tua, biit nut liadiiig him 
tho_v tumoil baek^ on which tho pjtst vaiitured to go 
thoro himsetf, taking Iko Shihmlsua with ldni_* Thonco 
ho jemmeyod on to Talmriston, whoou ruler tre&tcii 
him kintliy. There Firdnusi wrote hii SaGro an 
XTahmud* it to the ohieft and oiToml to dudiento 
the ShuhniLnia to him msto^ of to tho l^lt^ The 
chief of Taharialuii, howavor, was himself om of 
^Icdimud’s voaimla, and he persuaded tho poet to let 
the dodieation sUod, aiui bought tbu Satire of him 
for 0013 Imnilxctl ihousaiid dro^ms - a thouiaail for 
vAAih cqttpleb Ho then doMtruyed it, and Firdauif 
hituAoU ■dostroj'od hw own rough copy, only fivo versea 
romaitiJng oxtout^lliu five oirofidy given. We here 
ap(M3nd our vcniinii of the Sothv. Asauming that it 

' U 1 Md 
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b m the poet's hmidiworlE the roocler pro^ 

tiably wiU ngTfie with the prudent chief of Tshfiristia 
ill his opinion that the sooner it wits snppraieed 
the hettar. 


MTXHE OX SULTAN MAHMUD. 

Cr Bp I STiBi MahmAd who htut oi vietiFr trod 

The cUmat If miui thuu feore^E uqE fear 
Tar thBTB were martyr RhAhm am thdu birth 
Who all were crowiid TOonutcha of tlii* Asrih 
Aiid Pill of them pre-ammciit c/er tliee 
In titausaref Loet^ throne, crirwti, ftnil digjiit 3 r+' 

Tlicy ilid no iict that vcnn not g&%\ nndl right, 

Weill nrit ftbout to awindln anii (u spite, 

DciiU with ilipir anbJui^U jwtiy snH wnre iwti^bt 
If mrt Ood‘a woTKhippet^ They only Hoght 
Procn time iiii htmourHl nsine and thm to 
An honourinl L'ud ; but. oil gipod foilc ditdala 
SbllTo^ that nrt iKHiiid ip Glihy In^'a cliaip. 

What Ihopgii the tingnhiir of ihe worfd is ihinc, 
Beet ask what boot tlHse wiiirUng woed^ of mine ? 
Thou haAt not Km my heart in Its ^erce mnsd^ 
Thou nck^at not of my sword a-drip wilh hlocsl 
But term^it me foilhlemp heretid t i nm 
A 11011^ oimJ thoti liillbct me a ram 1 
**■ Yon HMd hath grown dd*** mm JHmig at ihr* 

Ip lote tc'ward tim Prophet and ‘AH** 

But it thaFGi, tell me thii, one riler yet 
Than he wbEM heart ogaUasL *A3i is bdLI 
TliesQ two 1 bOTi'o till B«nirreclion-iiiom 
E'en if the ahoq Jd hatha tny body tom 
Avunileir, 1 wilil \m^ the^ twu kiii|^ thmigli 
TIlb BMh'i hword he above, my betid belnw, 

1 MTVie the Priifphet^i tlareo, the dn»t revere 

trpan His nyindaUiry^s I fkM>L fear 

Have 1 frjr bII thy thr^ate **Thijn ahull be brayed 

By aleplisiils and Imte iJiy b<ady umdo 

A river Nile," fert^ mine anll^^hlened mind 

Vims Tor Lha love of thete twn ■cia]i 6iid 
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WiOrm my IihtL WTiat wiil ilte inuplwd IflfJ 
or btddiitg KTid faHridding—Ho&ven^ own woitl T 
^ [ Miu tbfl CLfij of tbfl OiictrifiHt bv 
Tliat ii thm to if la 'AJL* 

I wftnm tbnt Hii hiAH ii In iJinf wenl 
A* thnugli, m lliim niit^'it Hii vdltt I 

]f ihoti litilr mind nml ii'it ftntl tvAa to hand 

By fVopkflt ftqd *Ali taka up tluj itiinrt. 
tr 01 rwqlt to tbfw mihd tJir bi^acli j 
Tbni Ii ftnd I pmeliic vliitt t imiiidk 
Tbqi Ka?ii 1 frpiii bLrttif fliui will I dif | 

Tlii dull upon tbi Lwm^a* fiml am L 
Wi]«i oOietu nr cun mnka iu> 4iiUbf^nc« 

To me ( I jmver hut in tlik itmm. 

And if ilm mlapt muotber ithiin 
Hii wrMlom wmghetb not qne b^rlnj-gmfTii 
Wli^n Qod ibiJI aBt fhi Pnpphot imd ^AU 
On tuyaH tlironni 1, if mj YH^tqr 
Came from nij kvir to tlmnir il^ in ihm 
Hii‘« fivi^-acDiv like Mubnidd to patronia& 

Wbik Bnrtb mmiiinftU it will hire iti 
And ill Uiit wm the crown alutt bmf fbme wonJi i — 
df Tdi—vutii' friiiidf diwitaifii 
Mibmdd aa paLnm, I wrote in ibc nmne 
Of the Prepbet nnd ^AJi; for tfacir iib« I 
Hun fdcnwl m mamv gtittii of 

lung 1 # iLim mu no FirdAuui b«iw 
Th« ronuuD df tbii wnrlif df ourv wm 
Yet OD tbli tili ci miiio tbovi wonMvt noi look 
Xtiiilcd Wonii wbo viliHcJ toj boobi^ 

But uuE^ ill thnw thii viliAtid mj ilTilii 
l^ipcct nsRilving buitwti^i help in ViiiL 
TbeM iioriiH of t\m WTi^r^igiii of idd 
Hid 1 in mliiB corn cbitmiiDg liiigitagc tedd, 

And when my ywv liid ilniiHt iwhed ImrwBm 
My hEP{ii9 wart KmElurwl lo tb« wlmL 1 hoffe 
Hfrt in thii Wnjikfe Inn tbe toil m Inng 
BecAuw 1 hoped for irciefiro lkron|b my tong 
or inxty tbuuiiltMl tmliki AHijdirti apem 
On warliki topita^ nnd their urgument 
The Iftuo^ admilnr, aHillrjy. 

The hauifl-iyti!, tbu liulehloti biwnd lihid bijgh^ 
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Ttfl the mail* thn Ghargrrt Armajtare^ 

TbQ wilJitri>ai«, ilic (HTiAi^ tftKiuu uid 

WdIX, {Ifsgoii, ^LnjdiAiit, Md iTCKulikp 
Ptird, lion, imij 'AWt, t.l*a cUMiiii^ wile 
Of EitiAl, iLtf &f dim whim criw 

Bwid 3 Mi li»veii, tbe Bow Contid foe etUArprio 
tT|K]ti iba day of bottilo (iBato I 
T]i« htrm opialnUin^ and i^lDt^rmg^ 

!Ui:d toa uf DO mmn. imk or nanii$ olBiruj* 

Bnt Bucb n Csulm AffdaiyAb und Tbr, 

Skill FoJddiLD jkuil Kju KuMd und fcE 
Zfihli^k the tjnnt uid the iuBditl, 

Goshikp and felim wliuDi KaHmiia tho bold 
IJpSijt—irorld-poliwilafl of mig^htj- iniiuJd— 
UOahon^ Old Tohinniu LlaO l>iv tJiAt boOul^ 

With Mmddiihr, Jomahid thoi Bhih miovnedp 
ICiiiifl nhti Em Kliuxhiti with croim 
HU lieadp and RiatAmp and that Ihmo^ tms 
Of luuBti furtu,^ Oddaft Ahd Ida dtaiii^ht— 

HU eighty irnin, Liona of tli« Ight 

And bunHQiio ol thm plain—gn>Al ^iiih Luhn^pit 

ZmU Lbo cafiULu of tlie kHt, UnahLiUp, 

JibiuUp vhu aiiana amung thoi JiiCiii Oli high 
Moi^ brightly tkus tho auA iloth Ln tli« ^jw 
DiLri ADD of Ddnlhp Eohiiian^ the gfUl 
SikundAr—chief of all that rnlml tho 
Withal tiio ^liAb. Aidahtr^ Sh^pdf hii aoni, 
Bahnint imd NiUliinran the rirtiwui owl 
* Snch ia the £aiuoLL» and eaalttHl Ihfong 
That I have tnuja the iubjoct of my ■ong^ 

AJl dNvl for Init my t>^try 
Hialli dauiod tlmir nama lu Uve agidiL 1 
Haeo ndaal thoie dwd| ni ietm didp and maiiD 
Ttidr DJunH lircf odo utd mllp and 1 bavi laid 
A HjTllDdB npem luji-wilf for thee, 

Q Idiig t to kt]«|P thy name in mcininy. 

The humaa Lhat a±i» the dindlingB of to-day 
Will mk 'nsath thower and junahlnD tu decay. 
But BtOftD mil iaJll ahalt tifiVec mar whilt i 

Have hnllt—the palaco of my poetryi 
Thii iloty ihaU Im read hy ev^ery otni 
PDBQiMd of wiMinm wkila the ^ea nm i 
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But tW not ihf proiiLii«d rvoampeaH, 

Nor dtd I hnj» rward in eocli a idiUK. 

A a1u]dprBr(H37 cnm upcm Jiii luiid 

E^tmctwl dvil odl 4if wlmt T mil 

For gmd| deitfujud uaj er«dil wiiii kiti^ 

And nwl« mj ^lutrinif niAl a fnpd iJiinf. 

If tliOD lijuljit baen n judge of hatml wajm, 

And hadit heitovad a Uidiigiit Mpm mf Iaj\ 

Thou vrouldiA hat^ ouil Uut I hura pfud mj dual— 
The mUmt thol voi givau ine to uae— 

In falL Uj woTda hir* made the world to graw 
Like rai&dlH. Uefi^re nia non a tiuuld iOW 
The .wed nf wotdiu UnutlH^lw^e^l fo3k Hu d&uht 
Filing tbam in euunlJe» muUitudea aIhyuL, 

But) Lbuogli tfaer were HI ttkiiuy, up to now 
No oua liAtit ever manticiiiBd them, 1 trow» 

For thirty jean rxceeding toll I bore 
And uiBjde tha f^rifaiia live in Pirreum loeo. 

DnIdM the woridloni hail clnae-^ted grtnwn 
1 bJiduU iMve had it aul ujiQU the lUrone i 
He wntild Levn plwml nm Ihei^ hot cmnimou kw 
H ath never Lhhii Ujo nionwh'e cxeelkuoi^ 

If Ad he himaelf been royal hy daHcnt 
Eu Would Ijrtve heedud royal pTML'dant) 

Forj 1 t 3»I lii» tire be^m Sli^p he vauld nra tniw 

Haire wt a erowu of gold Upon my 

Or had hii moih-ar Ueau a Lady t 

Bari fitQCkd in gold and ailviir eoiu knee-high i 

Bu t ainr^ hta kindn-d ara qI miMii eitilo 

lie amnot bear in hoar about Uie great 

The bounty nf tku Sliih of high drgr« 

Hath nine Emuj nine tn lour limni three P 

The travail of thia Hook uf Kinga I bora 
Fur thirty jauta iluit froni hJ» Uaaanry'a ature 
'llm EMJj might n.K(-oiup«tiae me, wt mu free 
From worldly naaiii ami give me high dagme 
Among mj ptera. He oped hia treuftniya door 
And gave a ih^rbet^llera* fw.^ unt more. 


* Mott, wlw» hm a aikiihtly dJflrfwift tut Hanitita* rian at ttiuiiw u™ 
rim," which be mlmitM to be pw* «nifc4ei»^ To u It aamt a irvlr«Kte 
to t^ amounl ami th* »hicwhi 1 (weeUed th# ptwt, 

■ In ttM» a ffckka"'aelhjr- ** fahka’* afuna to hate I^mb 

hariaj-watar OaviiuniHl with mdtu, m tlai ■«* Mt ef bwr. Cf- the 
Cjzwik fthwea (Latin ww whwK 
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On vfhijm 1 aptiit it in tins puliUfl way— 

A it ttich royal pay ( 

c. A king de-vuad uf honcmrt Ecnte of Hght| 

Aiad fnilli ai thia i% Is iifjt worth h mitJL^ 

Thai bnl ii )mt m wnrtLl^ liting 

Althoiigh it mAy tw fktlicMiJ a kinj?- 

To rs.\m the vile lhat goctd fmin i1l«u nuiy flow 

Ta bi 4 i to lote onr thrcnd'i imd whc^n kw 

Of put A TiiMT in onr poaeb Iti 

If diHiu phnU plojit a tnso of nATUfoni fruit 

Jti I^L&ullM iuelf ftinl dminh thr. foott 

When innhiturie ia rfttpitrfrd, frum HoAven^i riwn rll] 

or purest htKury^ iha okJ niM-ure Elill 
Will ahow iLmlf at lost; tliEoa wilt procure 
Fmit no Iesa imTiaeoiiB Oiati the fruit Iwfam 
If by pRrfon]*!!^ MtMm thy liejia ore Iwt 
Tby dotliini^^ will citch lomewhal of tba MenL, 

And if thou Ti&itriit a ehircun] iloek 
Tbou will get Dought froni hJm that hi not lilaisk- 
llwt miccnuiuiA ahijuld do ill ii no htrani^ i 
Llope nothing thrn fnun lanr whuMs h\nh ii Iwuvet 

For none mU furhlah oJT the gliHom of nii^^htt 
And vroflliiiig will nni notk^ H-n ‘EiiM'oji white* 

To Ifriik for good rmm an 111 iluck Lo riEO 
ta hut to throw the dmt in nuii'^ own eyaa^ 

Tl ie worldlordr if on haikOLired uunic he bort, 

Wnnld hare cateerned right dear thU hraneb nf lore 
And Irstened lo aorh t^rlottn tali^ aa three 
Of unrieut wntfl and royal itangeH^ 

Would not have met niy wiihes with dlidaiii 
Or IgL the klriur of my life Iw vaim 

1 knee a ptirp^rfae in tliwe lofty rbynitii— 

Tlio ^luib pcrchuiu'v will be ndriaed hattinra, 

Will recognise what wemli nro, will bred 
Tu tbii bifl hotLiy old adFijer'« mfe, 

J}q to no nihor pewM wnmg henceforth 
But hold hii reptitullon «nttieLhiug wortli, 

For mall will ipiote till Re-nrnscdoii-mom 
Ttie injfiTiHl poet'i leeampcnM of pcom. 

A tupplLant at the of God mm% high 
I ihidl tbrnw rhtn upoii my head and cry;— 
fjord, eouae Thy faitli fnl flervant'a heart to dwel I 
In lights and bum thiM mlwreont^ soul in HelL" 
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Before tesuiiimg our euDUimry of Nisilnifs aeeount 
we should moTitilon lliat lator on the mdoiuitAblo poet 
wrote ]\m flocond grejit poetn, Vdstif find ZuUklitt/^ 
ThiB work is still attant in MS., find a printed edition 
1!^ nnilei stood to h& In pralmnitioCL Ho tolls us in iib 
TntTodnction that lie wrote it ai the suggestioti of 
a hii'h offioial of tho Bilamida with a view of dedi¬ 
cating it to tlie ruling Ddandd prince. The poet 
seems tu have i|ijitted Tabarbt^in. where n proltjnged 
stay might ha%’e lioon not without nnk both to himself 
and to his frietidiy entortiiinur* and I*} bave jouJTie3"ad 
ftirtiier to llio west., where bojond tlie reach of 
Mahiijiids wrath (if Mfthindd r&aWy ooncernoil Iiiuj- 
self ahuiiL the matter at all) Iio wrote the abeve¬ 
il leiitioned liork.^ UllLmutely he retumod U) his 
niitive city of Tils, and vre may conclude this occomit 
of the ealamiLy of an author by aummoiislng tlie rest 
of what NUumi"hiya to tell m. Ho no doubt gives us, 
as ho professes to do, the rocoiv^jil trfulition of the 
time. Sultan Mjihtuikh bJucod by the representa- 
tiuUH uf hb chief niLnistor tHasan Mainlands ?) ulLi- 
tiintcly repented of hia treatment of the poeL He 
ooconlingly gave direetiuns that sixty ihoiisand LiimW 
worth of indigo should l>e ciirriod to lifdauaf at Tiia 
with a suitable aplogy. 'l^his was dona and Lbe 
indigo jurivod safely* but os the earavcm that bore 
it entered hj one gate the corpso wits being 

home Out to burial by another, outside which was a 
garden helunging to LdiOr ami there he w’na interred, 
because in l-ha orthodox view of a local prcoidjer be 
w'as a bcretic, and therefore must not be suHered to 
lie in iho Musnlimin Conictcryv Hb loft a daughter 
—a high-spirited lady—who refLiJwd to accept the 
Sultanas gift* and the money was thoroforo spout in 
repairing the hostelry of Chilha. on the road hetw^n 
xMarv and ffishiipur- The poet satiuis to have dii^d 
* NIN* JT* 


istroduction 

A*Ph 102 0“ j 03 1, at tliQ ugfl of about oigbtj. NiKarn ( 
viflitod bis toHib, a.Pi ififi—!ii7» 

It baa fiot Boeuied naoflflsiirj to tbo prc^miit writei 
to flUtar inorfl fulij into the iiitaroatiDg aubjeot of the- 
tjoof's biogmphy. Th& Kodor will find aniplor detaita 
in PfafoswiJ Nnldoka’a in void able “ Immisohe Xatinn^- 
opM," end in Plofwsor Brownu's mnst iiaijful triuislatiou 
uf Niaiml, both of -whioh works arc nbtninftbie in a 
(jonvoninnt form. It is not worth whila to reproduce 
here the Moounts uf later btographerB—those men¬ 
tioned at the beginning of the present chapter—and 
of other writom Some nf their anecdotes will, how- 
over, be inscrlori in appropriate places in the course 
of this LianBlation. A word of warning should bo 
added. The prufiont writiir has oonfinwi hin^olf, 
except whore otherwiBO stated, to the tigurcfi giTcn, 
as U> the poet's age, ka., in tlie two tests from which 
our tmnalation of the Shtihnjlma blis lieen maile. 
They Eecin to bo generally oonaiatent, but other MriS. 
give other figures, and if their readings arc adopted 
ethcLT oonolusiona naturally foUow. 

The present writer, aa far as he ia otmeemod, would 
gladly torminate the hiatfjry of the writing and ra- 
caption df the Shiilmdma at the point whnrtj the poet 
himself loft it in ootmluding that, work ; at all evonts 
pi^i n . 1 has Ikcen taken to distinguish Firdauara own ae- 
eount from that given by otheiB. It only remaius to 
odd that late in life when writing “ Ytifiuf and ZiiMkha " 
he alTwtod to oondomn his groateHt siflhieveinent as 
a pack of idle tolas. Old age, disappointmeM, and 
other oircutafltaiiaeB may well have contributed to 
worp his judgment, but we cannot doubt that in his 
heart of hearts he was as nonadoua of what enn- 
atitutod ilia best title to fame as when he penned the 
cuDcluiling words of tho ShAhn)lm.o;— 

r iilwT] Ufa OB, th« ieetl ot Wind* liB« I 

Tlaiij; lirond-csit, uial limctfenU t disli cot. lUd. 


SNTRODUCrrON 


47 


Tho Sluilmitnia of Firdaiwj is on^ of thfi 
epic pofiiiiJ of the world 1'ho Author has lafi on 
recorrl that it. ari^alljr consisted of sixty thousand 
cotijilata. AJ] oxiating MSS,p however^ oren when 
okcil ml by obvious intarpolationfl, fall ahort of that 
nudilier by sovoral Lhoiisand. Fart has thert?fore bocn 
lost at obc thoi poot spoke in round mimbcrs^ At al) 
cvontB imongfi romainsp and jil] appearance pretty 
much as ho wrota it Tha authorship, so for ae iho 
present writer h aware, Ims novor been dispotiHL 
Tbo p>ojn is in rhymed ■[^□plctsL and its motro— 
the typical heroic metre of the langtingo tii which it La 
written—may thus ba indicated i — 

Such a lino as 

The FliiuiHi|i« of ^gypt, Oit Cmutt Banie, 

* 

reproftouts the metro of the originaL 

The poet wrote in alinaat pure Perflian. The ad- 
luixLure of Arabic is slight, and in all probabilily 
would be slighter if we had the ShihainLa prcrsifiely 
as Firdatisf lofl it. Some Aralik the poet was l^und 
%a use—tenijB^ for insiii&cCp in enonection with hi a 
religion—but o<»pyifitB, it sccnis probable, arc mpm- 
siblo for most of the rest 

Thfi pooFn tbeme is the story of hb fatherland and 
folk, from the Creation to the Mufaaminadan oonc|iiosl., 
»flt forth in the form of a metrical chitiniclo. His 
aubject-maUcr he derived from many soufcoh, mythical, 
religiaus, hiatoricoJ. and jmpuliir—a classifECation which 
of ooitrse in volves many erofis-di viHions. 

ilia method, as might bo cxfiet'tLHhdifKirfi widely ftnm 
Homer's. The oontTflSt ii tn foot Blriking. Homer 
cfToclniiUy hid»'s bia own penonolity. He plungus into 
the middle of bb subject^ and xriakep the period of 
bia action as brief as pOA&ibla Selecting One centml 
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DuuUfim from its ch.m£ Lenet—tbo belbf Llint the 
iiniverijo owed it.B i^xiEtiog fonri t* tlio n|ii|Hi fiing 
oreEttioiui uuJ ceaseless Cf^ullictjB of two supemLvLura.1 | 
bebiga, LkgiitMl pJiJ im evil, Urmiml and Ahriman ; ^ and 
KorDastTUUiifim fr-nni its Ic^cntliiry prophet, wluj may 
be taken to typify ils priestly or ircreinoniid oleinent, 
Urrniiaxl and Abrinian perrade the whole ftnd ^ 

all that happens for good or ill is attriliutifd eilhcr j 

direotly or indlfcotly to the? one or the other* They 
are assumed to lie coDstantly engaged in Htrlfe with 
each other^ and espeniidly op the>’ battlEsfiold of tins I 

world, wbero the stmggle is oarried on ohieily by tneans I 

of the forces, priDcipalillEss, and powers which they 1 

have eallecl Into l>eing, or whoso ftotioiis they inspire. 

If the poet htwl conlined himself tfj the iiso of the 
names Utmuzd and Ahrunan this antagonism would • 
liflYe liecQ uiuch moii? marked. Ho w^os probably 
pltiofnl, howcvcri in a very difficult position, nut only as 
a MubamniadiVD hiuisE^lf bqt also os a poet eiiger for ^ 
reoogiiirioa at the hands of a fanatically Mnbaijimadan 1 
Sultan, The resLiit is a cumproiniae* Hu sotdom i 

nses the word Cmiuzd, but in ita place such tonns | 

as Maker of Ehe world, World-Iuitl, the Alhmighty, i 

the righteous Judge or Eimplj GetL btiL hanlly ever | 

the MuhaJUfUadan Albh, On the other hand ho j 

utiiploys the eiprcaaiun Ahriman with great frequency, ■ 

often snhstituting for it^ however, tho word Div, whitii ’ 

may rcnrlered Fiend, and ocoi^sionally the name of j 
the Miihammacian evil principle Iblia Practically his j 

concciptiun of thi^ good principb is Muhaniinadim in | 

all I^ut the dame, wldJc his evil principle is no longer g 

the formiilable Zoruustrian Ahriman, Icit appm^timatea 

* Thav » a ti'CiCoiifOjiiiupnjf motltm acid wimur Jiclaelati 

tn tncwUlr eT«ik daijr ihe dtikllinn, but tp do l liifr Im to dcprivfj Znro- 1 

UiriiLDisin of Hh mnl chttractori^rJo fwittOT, lusd Ui li«t tltla Ia Irt i 

siHoof tl™ i^risflJ reLLgloaM of Ult WtiriiL Wqc DFKtti^j II, | 

Utl\ lOJ-JC j, I 
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tlais MubAmmoilaB [blrn^ or to th^*- Di'^vil of 
tlio Bibl^. Thiji imng pi^miKed, how^vi^r^ it iti pru- 
pof^Hl to rt^Uiiik the expry^dona l^nziuxd Anil Abrimiia 
in the Introrluctinn, as l*emg on the whole the tnosl 
fluunble unil cotironietiL, nod of ooutw in the pnem 
ixmlf wJicrevor they occtir, 

tf. The ShihA and other kiogA or heroeiL Tho^^ 
m ftir iUi they are hialoriool. may he loft to apeak for 
thotoselves. hot those that are toythlciDl urc^l & word 
of oxplatkatloh. The dualistiti ODOceptioti of the 
iitiirorFQ, whUo h lotided to oxaji UrniUEd and Ahrimaq, 
ilid so at the expense of the ether deities oft bo atioiniit 
tmturo-worahip who gradiialJj boeome groitped in in¬ 
ferior oapaoities, ncootding to the popolar eoneeptions 
of them, mtmd one or other of the two great prineiplps. 
the benefioent Toimd Urmined and the malehoont 
roiind Ahriman. In the eoume of time mimy of them 
CAme to be regortlcd aa aneiont enithlj ntlera and 
heroes, and m such they are represented in the poeiri* 
the good for the most part m IWiniJUi and the 
evil m thoao of 4>thcr races. All the chief mythieai 
ehnraeters were oneo thomsclres godi or deuiigoilsj or 
were erediled with siieh anee^UiTS in traditiem. 

Diroi't STipcmatiiral ag^mry is, however, infn'quont 
in tho Shiihiiiiuia. On one side we have T'rmnr/h who 
BC>metirnes intuTTOnt'S hy bis iiiessienger and agent tho 
angel Stinisb^ and on the other Ahrimnd, who oots hj 
iiieJinR of his InstniTricntA iha or his aflhnrcntR 

the warlocks and witeht^ We havo instdJiecii of white 
III agio ite well as of lilaak: The fahiilmiH ^imurgh tocs-^ 
a bird Hotiiewhat resembling the roe of the Anabinn 
NighU " but endowed wkK wtsibm and artteiiUte spoeeh 
—pUys an important pait. espectitlly those in 

which the dead appi^ar^ are reganlei] m Terifliral, and 
tho evil eyo b much dnjadeei. Prcacniiincutji ore In-Id 
Ijo lk0 eiuhcntio, and uw b made of atoiiTeta, idiain^ 
and dinning-cupA llio inoet potent agent thmugbout 
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which i& jis God^B purpo^ mih 

respect ta luuii ^ rtsveul^d in tha bi^iLirciifi bj the 
tLspeutK of tho Btiira and phmctis. Tb-£^rQ is do niDro 
luiproj^sivc picture in tho pooni than that which the 
poet j^ives us erf the remorseless process of the sky, 
wbf^ revolutions grudually jfrind down tho stror^^est, 
ami till the Yulgar with ama^o at what ihay tenii the 
turns of fortimo* To the sage aud reader of the stars, 
however, the future is spread out like a hook, and 
tho astrologer^ with his planispheres^ astrolabes, ealenla- 
tiOQS of nativities, and predicUona gciierally, plaj$ a 
oonslderahle part in tho poem. DesUny, as repre¬ 
sented to ns by the poet, is made up of iwo distinct 
c-lenients which he does not attempt to reconeile—the 
Miihainmadiui and the ZoroastrlaiL The former may 
bo euniujed up for the reader in tw^o tests from tho 
Bible:—am the Lord, and tliere is none else. I 
form the light, iind criiaie darkness; I moke peacOp 
and qroata evil; I am the Lord, that dneth all these 
thingB;"^ imd ‘^SbAll wo receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall wa not rccaive evil?"*" 

The ZoFCkaslrian confleption is entiruly different, 
tlrmiizd and Ahriman are os djitmet as light from 
diLrkn&ss, and a Lord and fast Hue is drawn betwoon 
^od and evil, wheLb^r pliysit^l or moriJ. Light, 
imiioirtality, health, and all that is good in tho worUls 
of inmd and matter proceed from Unimzd* tlorknGsjSp 
death, disoase, anJ all that h evil from Abriinan. 
Unnuzd creaEed man and fashioned the twelvo hoiiBes 
of the heavens that they might pour down their 
kindly ififluenca uiwn him : Akriman broke into tho 
creation of Urmtisd and created the planets to run 
counter lo the stars and cross their purpoa^^s. Destiny, 
theroforop from this point of view, hemg the resultaiii 
of two opposing forces, is an exiremctj logical deduc¬ 
tion well borne out by the avetits of instoiy and the 

* iHEab bIt, ^ Job li VX 
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moments of life to im Eftstern eye. but oottcbiwdiIb 
ratter to whnt vra aboiild esU fortune tlinu to almoluto 
fate, The ZoToastTum view, wliieh ia ihftt of tbo poet's 
aiUbtirUieB.prEifJoiiiiiiate* ovor the MuhaiUTTUidan, wliic^b 
ia that of hifl rellgicm, Tlie practiqaE result b tl^t in 
tile pjeiu t.lm ftky i* looked upon fts the ultitiiftto 
arbiter of Liiman iiffainv imd often ite uctiog wnutouly 
iirul enprioioiiBljf with thii nithlewnefis of a (lekatial 
Jui^geiTuiuL Yet the poet ftmi liie eharacterB never 
fail to appeal to destiny prfjper on ocoaHione wboii it 
suits ihoni so to do. he to justify tho ways of God to 
nmn. and they to tiiako eseuBO for evil dona or the 
doing of it- “it wiis 00 decreotl." pleads the evil¬ 
doer; "jVud so was tho penal ry," tg plies the avenger. 
At oLhor limes tigain tho iwat seems to hold that nil U 
hopeless coufusion, and that wo cannot toll hood frouj 
tail or top ftotu bottom. 

The loading motive of tho ShiihniVuia, ao far as it 
call ho said to httve one. is Ahriman’s envy of man 

_tho oreacion of TJrmuzd. The first nttompt of tho 

evil priiieiplo to destroy mankind on do for all, in the 
person of thoir great progenitor, having failtH^ his nest 
in to Bediiee them fro m their allcgianoo to their Creator, 
nnd in lliifi ho is laigoly successful} raee bcwines 
oppow-d to race, tho faithful followers of Cemuzd are 
persecuted by the perverts of Ahriniiui, and recurring 
acts of proVoeation of revenge form a seriGB of 
Fubsidiary motivcfi which Ecn-e to keep alive the 
ancioflt feud. These are moat prominent in tho 
earlier i«rtion of the Mythia period, towards tho end of 
which u new motive La introduced by the adveiil of 
tho grout prophet of Urimizd—Zardiihsht or Zoroaster. 
Side by endo with this outwartl Tisible atnigglo there 
is tho utward in visible 0110 goiug_ on in tho mind of 
the individual. This is more msiBiled on iu the 
Historic period where tho moral aspects of the stmgglo 
lire discoursed on at large, and the deadly sins sni 
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person iritsr! in ftOOotdaiiCQ to ZoroA^triAn tbeolfl^^ as 
df?s or Hends in tho stirvica of Ahriinan, who fttrive to 
get tha mastery over tho rouI of mim. 

The historical relations of the fniniiins with other 
Indo-European peoples, with the Semites and witli 
the ronLoJans,as sketched briellyin tho previous chapterp 
are iudieatod in the poem by the mythical lugeacls of 
Zahhuk and of the EJireo sons of Faridiin uud their 
deseoudante, Eakbak repreatnls the idoktrous cleincnL 
in the poem, and therefore the Semites in pirtioular, 
who w'ore tlic most iJoUtrons moe with whom the 
friliiiaus cemo into contact. The Assyrians were 
notoriously idolatrous, and so were the Arabs up to 
tho days of JIuhnmmajiL In tho piem all idol- 
worshippers, whether of Semitic race or not. ore 
regarded as degeendanra of ZahhiilL The eldest mn 
□f Faddim—Salm -repreconta the western division 
of the Inflo-Europeaq race, the second son Tur ihn 
Tanmian. and the youngest son Iraj the Western 
Aryan or trdnian The legendary accounts in the 
poem nf Zahkiik's conquest of IrjLn, of hh overthrow- 
by Fftrfdiin^ of the partition of the world by tho latter 
between hk three sons, of the murder of fraj by bis 
two Elder broth^, and of tlio great feud wiiicli thus 
originated^ really set forth the historical rolutlons of 
threo of the great races of mankind as seen, from iba 
(Htint of view of tho descendants of Iny^ through the 
haze of myth and legend. As to the comparative 
impcpr^nce of themo rebnioiis to tho franinns, iiatiTC 
tradition htis no hesitation in assigning ibc hrst place 
to tho reprosontatiTca of Tfu*, tho second to those of 
^ahhdk, and the third to those of Solni \ and ac^cord- 
ingly in the poem the stniggles of the Inlnkn^ with 
tho TiirdnlttnscKioupymore space than those with all 
other races combined. Yet the bitterest feud is with 
Zahb^k. In other oases it is a family quarrel, but 
Zohhiik is of anuthor stock—a inan forbid. Howervor* 
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uU llif? jfreatOBt lieroeiii af ihv. pooni spridg from unions 
betwcon nSLinilrtsrs of riLccs thus hue Agonistic. The 
lliroe sotis of Fnridiin nlurry the dHUghtoni of hu Arab 
kiiig, and llicir suppoB«l doscoml anls aro there fort) of 
□lixed rauo, Uustani is from Zaiiliilk ujKni liis 
moiborH sido. Siyiiwuflh and Kfti KliUAmu bi'Eh litivo 
TiirLiuiaji mothers, AsriuiLlhuir jtTjd Sikntuhkr hcivo 
R urn an mothom^ 

Wo lutvu iili^ U> Halo that, n/ciE^ordiHg to Itriiikijiti 
inulilion, Urtuimi did dub kave Idiusolf iilUjgiilJior 
without WMLdOsA oVk^ii id iho huidM and uioAt 

given over to AhrmiadH In tlie oeiso of thu Arnbe wro 
iiftVo Lbfi ilyimaty of A1 ^[iiDidr^ which JS id ways rtspro- 
as being fricnilly to tho Iranians. This dynnfity 
rulw] at liirn. Id iho cam of bhi- Jnudus wu ha via 
lliO dynasty of Kaid, which b always kindly and liolp- 
fuL In the casu of the Turanians ihp tendency to 
goodwill is Tciy^ marked in s*unn of the characters. 
One of Afnbiyiih's own hrothers Viecomw an turant 
traitor in hia Xi-al fur the friinian Intcrcah arid surTeni 
fur It al the hatid of his justly indignant sovereign. 
The uiosEr striking insuince, however, is that of tho 
groat and goixl Plftid, Afriifliyab's ciiuain. eoun.'^ellor^ and 
coniTnandur-in-ckief. Though his loyalty to hi« own 
nioster is att&oliitely Hlamleaa and uniEnjiCAched. he 
a]w^ays shows himself nio^t friendly anti generous to 
the Lr-huons, striving for peace and fur a lietier irmior- 
standing between the two raeeiu He lives u> itee his 
honest endeavours foihid and hm welhuicaut cuud.Hids 
turti out iU, but im honesty ti m transparent urid 
recijjgnised that even iho Herce Lyraul whom ho Hcrves. 

'■ Hbn?f7 mtHl le^Ail jiltkv Ihmw a* ttu" jmUttilt j 

vt AE iTTMh rtpr thw tlnut [HFkflrttiMfl. Indalan f4iHHLiiiii stbU* itidi □! 
tlili J!ai 3I tu flxpbiia ihml PiiUl|;r atarHcHl fa3j flavKtiler la Sliih tMfilU, 
ttl-at DtUifU y»k a 4Li10^ tu Sf>r marl iMtlit }mt ti^h to hit f^tllffr, St 
mbmm cftnrt ibn htitb t-a Aienuilcr, wba wh btwigbt -Bp u Hiitlp'A 
aWh Rdn. Inlniaa itMvtPr pivprt l« ihu wwl, om the A^at. 4tetiq»nir 
U miudie cfQl la Im bd Irs^bjln btaUciU-^biQi «liWl Wfb of SbiS DorjiK 
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fwid who Jiiiftera moRt for li^ivtng f>lloTi’ed hm advice, htui 
liardlj a ~woTd bo nay him, and ho only givofi up 

tbijlyoderRhip of the host with dfsabh. It is n well paid 
cotnplItEionb by the poet to the Turkiimn tnoc. It wjm 
no doubt his own oontribuUon towarfi a gLKxI ondor-* 
standing, and happily he could not forofiee the horrora 
which the eleventh and subaeqneut canburioB held in 
store far tniu at the bjmrU of the natiooB of the North, 

For the prTEAorration of tho snIjoet-mutter of the 
Sbiihiiama we are chiehy indebted to two of the 
classes inUi which Firdausi teUs us aueitnt iniuhti 
Bocioty was divided—the priostlj class and tho agti- 
oultiiral cliiBs — in other wonia the Magi and the 
DihkiinjL The Magi wore the priiiBts of the true 
Medea or MtidEh among' whozn they furniL'd a caste or 
tribe. Oitginally rtre priofite, as their own natuo fur 
themselTUH—^^Athravana, litomUy * fira^fiien—sbi^wa.^ 
they became closely aasocialed wiih, even if they ilid 
not originatu, the DualiEm and ZuraoRtrinniiffm of 
later dnJ€^s, Antiquity, which liberally areditcrl theni 
with all the attributes of ancient pricstliootL knew 
them as the Magi-—the great or mighty* and later 
agos itro indobtcMi to them fur the potent words 
^ rnogjo’’ and Mnagician,* In their histiirlcal 
in Atropatene, or in the modem fonii of the word 
AzarhjJun (Trhich lias b^Tii vanmisly explained to uioiui 
the laud of the seed, of the descent of, or that giijudji 
the hre), and fltill fTiore in their legendary home in 
Karfdjagli, they dwelt in the noighljourLagd of scenes 
of Uiitural niafvcL Earthquakes are fi^qiicnt thoro, 
mutl-Tolcantsca, hot apringa, and naphtha wells abound. 
Flames ihuiulDg frutn clafts in the rocks have betiU 
ablate from ttuiq immentorial. and fn autumn the ex¬ 
halations from the soil fcirm a phosphorescenee that at 
□Ight wraps whole districts in sheets of hrirTnlcss Eiime. 
Even in parts of the Caspian Lho vapoura Lubhio up, 

* nZA, t ik JiV al * likeia, Etym. Dtct»+ t.v. 
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inny be igiiilod And will go Em burning, aver sevcriil 
Equjire yards of water till a gnat of wind extinguishes 
them. The scenB fifom all aecouJitB u at times suffi- 
oiontl}’ imjjressivo even to tho modem eye, oqd we 
can easily iiiiaj^ine what lire in ita purest ftvnii and 
highest ei pression-—rlear, siuokeless, lorn bent Hauiea, 
burning trm unfed uppEirantly and fialf-^siistoiniDg 
century after century—must have been to the tm- 
ruticmalistic gaze of prumtive antiquity. In the 
preaeuL-u of those Hantos all other Urea must have 
seemed but "broken lights,” Eleowhers they were 
hard to ktudlo, needed conslaiit core, and wore 
dimmcrl by smoke and vapniirs, but hero they bumctl 
as in the Burning Eiish. It was no wonder that the 
place came to be looked upon as ” Holy (Jround ” and 
that n Cult of Fire grew up there in the dim and 
dUtnnt piist. We can wx-U imagine too how famoi« 
tho priesthcnxl of such a Cult would l>aoome amid 
siicit siiiruuiiJingi The priest of ancient times was 
the man of lot tore, the sogOj tho locoh, tho astro¬ 
loger and the man of ocenit lore and granimarye, 
and this prit-atLcwsd dwelt in a rt^on which is not 
even now robbed of all its anejnut glamour by tho 
fact that it is the seotie of the greatest petroleum 
indnstty* in the world. Hero Prometheus ^olo the 
tire from heaven and paiil the penalty in some 
Caucasian gorge. Along it fifotu north to south 
lay a great highway of the natioua, across it from 
euAt to west ran ono of tho great trwlo reutes, and 
tho riche# of India wore borne from Kiihul to Baikh, 
fi-om Biilkh down the Oxns to ilia Caspian.^ onJ thonco 
througli the land of Medea and of the Golden Pleeco 
to the Euxtne and the west. It 'is of course iiupEEsaiblo 
to aiSrnj that so widosprood a cult aa Firi.'-worship 
Lad its origin in one parliculHt locality, but wo shall 

< Thr oiuf in annient tiraei hU" ^liii Cufilwi lartesd nl lHl« 

tfai Ami Bca » ft ptwhiSh 
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be safe in siaLiiig ( lijit, hej-e wus a muKt Import nm 
cent re of it, and in eJajTning for its pries ts a pro- 
pjrlioimtB i*tatus wid sanctity,^ Wo Imva already 
aeon tliat irAn k a land of «liarp contrasof phyideal 
gcjod and oviL Tliery the klndJy reticences mid con¬ 
ceal men ts of nature, the blue hare of distance amj 
the milling of lints into line, are absent, there ia no 
neutrjil territory, no cotmnoii miMiting-groiinil ; aJl is 
clear+ aliarp, i^"oU defined and rcoogoisiiblo bcvoiid tlie 
poK.sibility of TTiktake ajid at a glarice as gotnl or oviL 
fn the regions south of the Caucasus tliese contmats 
are accentuaLcd, and tbare, it would koguj, jgrow up 
Oil alia u I suggcfited aui] justified by its surroundinga. 

Ujes doctrines of the Magi, whieb it is boyond 
OUT Kcojw tu enter into oscept ineidurktally and by 
way of iUustranon, appear in early titijca to Lave 
Ijcoii restricted, if not to the Magi ilietnselvca. at all 
events to the Modes wLoaa priests they were. It was 
not iinlii nearly the und of the aiath eeatiiry before 
Lhu Christku era and after the miicidc of Cjiuibyses. 
the sou of CyriiJ the Great, that the Magi tin;! benanm 
BUpreme in tho vast empire which thn latter had 
foundeiJ, for now we have evidniice tluit neither ho 
nor his son was the enttiu^iieiiiu pruselytker of Zoro- 
astrlaDiBiiip that they were both formerly supposed to 
l-fO, but at most tolerated it along wdth the other 
faitliB of their world-wide empire/ After the death 
of CainbyseSj however, the Magi rose to power in the 
pcrftiii at the Magus Mauniata—tho false Smordis of 
the Greeks—who seized the vacant throne and tjegnn, 
aft wfl joam fnnu the inaeriptio us of Dari ns llysitaBpiis, 
hiii slayer and successor, to overthrow iho temples of 

^ Fur sn ofiCimtiit of tlm tunLiaml pbenumctui trf rcufina" KA 
L MiLTvin, af IhA Elcraal ^ ^ wliL-rr tMinay 

Interesting DDlJefit4Ml. Tbfl pb^namcmi jltb ElHkini? 

bch tfan noirib «f KxkfnbtiRh mi Uakti^ tbe ftflnltiFmlii of Amheran aaU Uin 
M^WlI uf BrJolal f FIolj I| Fjiiur olT II. 
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the g?)da in his jcqnoctoHt waL’ As Darius further 
inforiua uh that ho restored these tenipks, and ulsn 
at iha aamo ilnio dfsoribes himself aa a vorshippur 
of Urmuiii* wc may as&iintu that it was ia the uourse 
of his roign that ZoroastrianiBui becamo the state- 
religion of the Forsian etu|nTB, He also appears about 
B.O. 505 to havu adopted the Zon^uatrjan calendar ui 
the plaoe of the old Fersian one that La hod used up 
till thou, tujd this fart goes to support the assumption 
niadu abovtt,* The llagopbouiw or slaughter of the 
Magi montioiiod hj Herwlolua.^ which hna sajiuotiines 
boeu nilduced afi a proof that they eoulil not haTO 
been supreme in PoTsia so early as tho times of liarius 
Hystaspie.* is not really opposed to this view* It ia 
pretty evident that the MagopUonia was not aiiiu'd 
against the Magi in general, hut was merely an aiuiuid 
celebration of the overthrow of ouc particitlivT Magus— 
the iiupofttor anil usurper fjanmala—mid hia puisonal 
rollawcra" Whether the Magi, in spite of the high 
position they had gained, ever siieceedtid in making their 
doctriDOii popular with the lumiHoa of the first Porsiai* 
empire may well he douhtmh One at least of the 
suceej96ur> of Darius—Artaiersea IL (uc. 404-3611— 
seems to have relapsed into something voij' like idol¬ 
atry; and with the eoniiuoflt of PerBia by Alcumder 
the Cireat the power of the Mugi waned for a time. 

liightly or wrongly Zoroastrian tradition couples 
Aloxmider with Zshliik and AfrJriyab aa one of the 
throe arch enemies of Lire faith.* With the intro* 


•UfTlUthi^a ' \vi;i .».vwv. 

* L1IIA4 , Th *9+# JL 5J- 

• W, L xlrjii. Tills anUaa »bi!Iii» m hiife Iwcfl Snnlj fiart ta tlw 

mSudi Of falUit^L W. «« toUl tbsl in J-w tu ISI l 
triioi* wldBut ia ™i" to in iHlta 

mffffwi mant Ilian whit thvj wm thup onilfitgmiiis In 
dcci||T «4 thtL tliny wnri moro upfireiiwl thmii tlwtf him h *4 ««r 
oL thfl MniU erf tblf tjTraftt* Ziuh^r Afrtilib, Tur MJid 
DFKHI’h I. 56 . 
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dunticiD nf Grwk ideuis, Gnjek adanco mifi Greek 
pnljtheism, there enn be no dutibl* ihut the Imlk of 
the ^mpiiIiLtion rfdapsed Into idolatry, if indci^d it 
had eyer nmerged. iJuriog the nest flyo centurioa 
the Magi niiiat. have hud mntAk ado to keep idive the 
dootrinos, rituuk aiid saored traditiDns of tkeh: falLh, 
The .scfluqtinim of Greek clvitisation were followed hy 
the hni tali ties of Partkijm batbariam, suid any modifi- 
oatieu of thet4e wa^p during the drst oontiinefi at all 
events of Parthian rulo, in tho direction of Greek 
ouUiuie, The Parthlati tuomircfis deacribe tliem&etyea 
afl philhellemo on thqir eoiae. The hdwoverj 

were well oquippod for the struggle- They had a 
gt€iat niputatioD. They held a faith in many rospecta 
nujoh in advance of thmi tiiiicys, and one too that 
found its justification in the Rtrange natural phi-ni> 
niena and sharp conlraata of physioed gthal and evil 
that ehanietetisE# Iran, They ha<l kept allvo toO| at 
a time when ancient Persian Wii» pasdng into rapid 
phonelio decay, the atieicnt Linguage of their raco— 
the ^fedbrn -with ita intlectiona and arehaifdiH, as 
wiU appear later on. Lia^tlyi they were a prieBlhocid 
pracrising tho peculiar cmtutii of Khvaitiik-daH, or 
neit of kill innrringi^, whieh, though niOFt repugnant 
to the aentimcuti of matikind nt large, inuat certainly 
have tFndcf.l to preaerva thoir faith from the dangorotts 
citcmal and foreign iuHnances whieh an indiMrimi* 
nate pmctico of raanriago would have entailed. That 
the ilagi practised Kliyaitiik-do^ in the days of the 
Parthian moiiarohy we may loam fmin Catullus.^ 
Tho three principftl seats of the Magi Kcem to have 
been at Shiz. Rai, and Balkh. Shiz, the Persian Gam. 

^ NiLK'^tqr MiLfniiv u Q«llt toilrfHiee dcfaEqdu 

oanju^io, pfc EllJWita Pemiflum luniif^Eoluin. 

Maihi ta RUklTG fst fflg^ilnr Q|xirtctk 

■1 Turm fflt PierMiLniLm fitt_plLiii retltgifu. 

LczeIi., cdL D. IL Wfusa 

For SbFiildJt-daa ■« WPT, IL 3%. CL Qii V, U 
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is to l>a looked for nt Takht-i-Sylttluiflii mar tho 
Boqlherii frontier of Aziirbijun. It comameil tUii 
ffttnouB firo-tBniplo of Aziimkb^b. wkich ftpiiears to bo 
ti oontractioD of Azar-i-ZiLidukshl. or tlio fire of 
Zjjirdiihsbl, who is inipposud to ka-ve instituted it. To 
this tcimplo it was tbo ensusm of tbe Shibs of Persk 
in pm - MohainiiiiidQii times to mako pilgrimiigefi 
afnoL^ RaJr wbiob way near Tibnin, seeuia to have 
been the oentro of a priestly principality of great 
antiquity, wlio&a priest - pritiee w as know n as tlie 
Zariluhsht. It wiis finsilly destroyed by the Jlubiun- 
inadaiifi.* BulkU wilb tbe scene of Zarduhsht or 
Zorottstcr^a most fliiecaaaTuI missionary eflbrL, w^hieb 
led to tho conversion of Sbih Gushtasph Here* too,, 
tbe prophet is said to liavo been slain when the city 
wa!5 taken by tbo Tririnlan king Arjilsjt Internal 
evidence neenui to show that Firdansl used iruditiutiB 
emanating koin eack of the above centres in the 
Slkhnama- 

Of the early IlLeratuTe of the Magi we uan only 
aHsunie that tbe tbeogoniefl or saured byums wbieb 
they chanted in the dayi* of Heroflotns* were ffiicb 
as we iind in their extant Beriptures, just as wo iind 
tbe peculiar rites and ccnsujonicfl, which ho de^ribes 
m being practiaed by ibem/ still in operation at a 
muub Inter datcv The tradition with rt^atd. to tbo 
liLarature k m follows: The urigimil srHpturca were 
revealed to Zoroaster by Unnnisch Zoroaster preached 
thcin to Shill ItusbUkpi whoso capital ’was at EaDdi. 
Giishtiflp ordoreJ die i>rigimil to be depfwiled m the 
troaaury of tiihapigin and copies t^j bu iiiaile and dia- 
seminatod, one of wbicb was laid up in the Fortress 
of dociiuientd. Whan “ ihc evil doBtiiiE^l viUain 
Alevondur" Lnyaded Iran the copy in the fortress 
of docnijjontsi weis burnt [ that in the traasury of 


* USA. L TtUTr tit diL 

* Hfirod. L l;jl. 
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Shapfgan Ml Into Ak^njiiderB hnuck anti wob tmwi- 
latod by his command into Grook? King Valkasli 
ni:dGrcd a pallaaLiou to made of ttio soripturos, 
which in his days fluUtod in (r.Ln In a Rcntturod sUto 
cowing to the disruption caused by iho Mncedaninn 
conquest," Ardshir^ the son of EMpuk, who uverthroTr 
tho Parthions and rc&toTod thfl frdnian monaTclij^ aho 
mode It col loo Lion of the scriptures. Ho employed 
for thjLt piirpoBc the high^priest TaUBar^ who repro¬ 
duced a similitude of the original as it had existed 
in tho Ltoasury of SimpigikL** Shdpilr^ the siin of 
Ankhlr, mudo a collection of writings of u iiou-ro- 
iigious cheiracter dealing with madicino, astronomy, 
and other sdi^ntiho stilyeela that hiul been scattered 
among tho Hindus and Rumans, and nrdensi them to 
bo incorporated with what iiiid already btfen brought, 
togetherp w^tuoh wi%s done.* BhiipAr, the sop of 
Hurmqzd, instituted a tribunal for the detormiiiatian 
of all pcinU of disputed doctrine. These poiuta 
wore settled by ordeal, and them^eforth the ^tudi 
proelaiined and insifited on nniformity.* 

With regard to this account legend places the birth¬ 
place atid home of Zoroiaater in Irdn-tej,^ Hero on 
the Mountain of tho Holy Question-s be Tuot ITrniuzd 
face to face, and received ftnui him in a Bcrica of dia¬ 
logues thu tenets of tho fmth, Iluro too the prophet 
was ikHsailod by t.ho demon Biiiti sent by Aliriman, and 
subsoquendy tempted by the IntEer in person, Ibth 
w'erOj how‘evor. worHted- and Zoroaster l^cgan his iriission- 
nry carcor/ His great success seems U> liavo been at 
Balkhp one of the chief eentrcB of Ary^au civiLLsation, 
This we may interpnet as myaning that Zon^astriaDiMU 
sprtiad from West to East along the line of the grout 
trjul e-route. The extant portions of the Zoruafiriau 

» WPT. rv. iiii « 412 - • /JL im 

*■ W, 414. • Id, • d2:a, i, j, 
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scriptures hav^ many AlJusinn# lo EalklL ikhd Eiistcin 
Irdn jfenerally, Mad in ih^ ktcr pjirt af the Mythic 
pericd of iho p^^cm tlie U abifced thither* 

With r€?gckrd to Alejtimder the Great the legend is 
that be biiniL these scriptures^ which wore writton 
on twelFo tboiisond os-hides, at PersepolU/ During 
the domination of the Parthians tnin was tHroken up 
into t\ number of small tributary pnneip^iHtios under 
native oliiefs^ aemo of whom seem to bare rnnin- 
tained a ^tagliin priostliDod and sanred tires of their 
Q-WTL^ 

It is poBaible that it may bare been the rise of 
local Zoroftstnon cults witJi diyoi^eiit doctrines and 
ritual that lod King Volkoshp m his oapaaitj of over- 
lonl, bo make a oollection of the Boriptnres with a 
idew bo the esUiblishmont of a canon and imiformity. 

biuiBelf lias been well identified with the 
Pail.bjan king Vologeseis L (ajx jo-yS). whuJie 
brother Tiridates Is known to have been a Magus* 
A letter wiittCD liy Taiissr bo explain and justify his 
proceedings in regard to the reform of the faith is 
still in exisbenoo-* Anlshir, the son of Piipakr wiio 
employed Liiu, wxfcs the fimt SljtLh fA.D, 226-240) of 
the SiSaaniiin dymiatj and was liimself a Miigiis^^ 
The Icgemhur)' duetriiction of the original scriptiires 
was of course the excuse for adding to the canDu In 
the reign of Shapur L {AAh 240—271) by testoring 
to their proper place tbo translatioTiB made under 
Alexander. With Slidpnr If (A.li. ^09-179) nlwut 
AJX jjo the canon was traditioiudiy dosed* hut 
m n EmLtlor of fact there was some amount of 
addition and rcTision us lato cs Chostocei T. 
l3*“S79)i the disturbanco to the faitli cauoi^d 

by MikxilakJ 

The JongUAge of the seriptures is coiiufjonly but 

1 nSlA. L xlllt ■ M Bliir. ^ ItL stiif. 
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incDiTCctlj knnwD cuH Zolid. It itlrtio^t ci^rtoin 

that really tl Mbould be kDOwti as Zmd, 

f,c. Madiim, ilh p^o;s^MT■of^^iG its nariptureji, and ancient 
Perfvifm, as preBarved in the insi^Tiprions of the 
Achaemenlds, ate tiro siEtar-langUAgas eoLLute rally re¬ 
lated to SanMrit* How and when Zend hoeaiue ex¬ 
tinct, whether it siU] suri^iYes in a modhted ferm in 
some riiedBm dideotencli as the Kiird, does not ek'ih to 
Lave becG yet detormined; but tha oxistcnoe of the 
Zanda?asta iDdiaatca thuL it renialnod known to and 
used by the in its inflcotional form lan^^ after 

iia sinter-language the rertiian liiid lost most of jta 
iiiHec lions and had become greatly simpUhod, Zend 
may thus ha regarded as hoing during the Uva ean- 
tiirioH and a liaif which elapsed between the death 
of Darius Codutoaniis and the noeession. of i\jdiihir 
Pdpakan the sacred longnt^e of the Magi —kjhc known 
only to themsolTea and holduig with thani very much 
the same position as SaUHcrit did among the Brsihnnms 
of India- During this pori^id ancient Persian wax 
itself being eonTerted into mlddlu Persian or PahlaTf/ 
Pahlawl, it Rhoiiid be explained, k the sanjo word as 
Parthian, ajid in this connection mca.os not the lan¬ 
guage spoken by the Porthians themselves, but that 
used under tlietr mie by their FetTiian or franhui 

^ " Ia oottiparlfioa,'* ttn Iflts IVifewnr nurBcusM^er in tke wart 
la w-hich hn Be^mj to luiv« CxpniaBed bii cliAreat rlawa m the laliiDct. 
" t£;tlf^Mviu4^i HrsjDcnqufl ]e« kbdi^uj lum* BjlMiiU cifii grii/aaufd 
fit dtJt pmliqiie# ileas proQve qtjo iiouj prtfautil* 1 a cnwj- 

uajDfl d» elta rrArifltote, la J^li4D|rfiniiws t 

port, lea uiGlOfkA DHARinita qatoadni pnr !]ktei4ip» Lei 
jiTr<.Tt» da Ia £1 ink da \L^ juj la tdinaifiiAga extensB dot 

GlAflfliqaEa \\At\i All tremoifinaijjia IntfliiNqila dea Uvree scnda itl nU In 
troiUtloa natha, qua rA«ejiU 4 eirtl TniATnidEU qua la md rM ht 

laiujun d€ la dJWKftNH, ofc quo Tuq aamk I4* dn>iL du fpmpla.L'er 

la nam iogjrfupr^ da /aA|j?uo tmdt par 1^ da mMUiM" 

liEl. Lia - 

* WPT, t li 

* Itiie liUliiii nn rrolBMar emBjqiul4^A 
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suljjoetfu* Ta lIiq pople at Itirg^ in Sootkiian LimeK 
tho language m wbinh tie mseriptitsna of Datius 
Hyatftspia and hb auDce^om hiwl l>een written^ 
lind that of the ZomoAtrinji' scri|>tTifes oumpileti by 
Tanoar and nt,liors, wore alilte iiniDtE!nigibI& It ac¬ 
cordingly liftcaiTio the cusLoin in making copies to 
appond A Pablavt Toraion, paraplifftso. or comMicnl on 
tbo original lost* The scriptures tbemswivei* were 
known as tho ATOstap and all coinmeniB thereon, 
whether in tho arigiufd iatigiiago or in Hidditvf, were 
kuoviTi as the Zend or Zand, Tho chief ZiiniJ 
of collide tbo PahlaTf TerHion of the Avosta, and ibe 
twfi coiiibinod bocame known ns tho Ayasta and Ziindp 
nr EQore commonly as the ZandavosljiH* Like the 
Bible it preserved in a literary fi>rTii all that suryived 
in tho traditions of a race, and these were grouped 
round and told in connectioti with a line or Iide,s of 
dcmlgcHls or heroes^ whoBe names shirw that l^ey 
were origUiiiltj those of the beueStisnt and maleficent 
imjjorsomitions of the andent nature-worship of tho 
Arvan |)UDplOp before it broke up Into il^s Indiim and 
1r.uiliiri divisioiiB. Tho names refcirrerl to are coniiuDU 
in Q some what altered form both to the Zimdayartta 
and tD the unoionl Sanscrit hytuiis of Iniliji—the 
VedoE.^ We mny regard the LTLiditions of tin-^ Zon- 
davasta as esseulially xyagian; they wem destined, 
howeycr, to uniiergo a remarkable developniCJit and 
expansion in other hand^L 

Tlio triumph of ZoroaHtTianisiii^ the trjiiLhhitton of 
tSiQ KandaviLsttt into PahbTf, i.e. into the vc macular, 
and the consequent difiPuRion of tho tradiLions of the 
Magi throughout Inixi occurred at an r^puch when five 
Aud a half contunos of alien rule 331 —a d. 226) 

^ WFl'i t itL ar iU |Uh«i wna mlwsirjt la JmifH kntiwn ibcKr 

[^iiifvn Ai Fnimf. IIKI, I. jSl 

* DStAp L 4. 

* See for DH Aj r. cUaptcra ^ JITtil la 
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liad obllLdtalfid but the TOgueet of 

the first Poraian empire ani] the hoLiHe uf AehaeiiL(itie& 
The ooDtiequeDce wila tlmt the lujlhical deruigods of 
the ZimiiaviisLa CMUQ to be regarded in S4Adnian tiiues 
ibS the historic Shillis of the Ir4kLLeiL ruee. These imd 
what was recorded of them In the ZfuidavosU formed 
a eonvenieEiL epb framework wfaereoti to hfiiag legonda 
of AssyriEui oppressiojik Arab raids, Tdrihilim iDVasloiis^ 
wars with the West, the deeds of oationid or local 
heroes, and all the ndsoellaneoiis products of popular 
tradition and iuuigiinaiioii. The devolD|)uiciit of the 
legends of the Zaiidava^ta accordingly went on apace, 
and die ebiuf agents in the process were the Dilikatis, 
This WHS the ntune given to the rurid landowners of 
IrJm Firdausi himself ^ma to have been the son 
of a Dihkaii. All the world over the ruriLl popidii- 
tious arc the depositories of national troditiom A 
notable instance i>ccurTcd only ^ long ago aa the lost 
oantury when Ur. Ellaa Li'>nnrot, after jeam of wander¬ 
ing mnung the remotest difiLricLa of Finland, dwelling 
with the peasantry and taking down from thtdr lips 
all Lhat they knew of their (bopular sooga, ultiinately 
Hiieccnded in nollcuting nearly twenty-three ihcosji-nd 
verses which* arranged by him and divided into hfty 
ruiiofci, now form the national Fiiinii>h epic known as 
tie KolcwaliiM^ Much the sarao process went on in 
irjin at an earlier date. Traditions bssL-d on the Zonda- 
va^^ta were recited in the balls of the ehiet^, at Tillage 
festiTuLi imJ at atrect-comers—a custom still nlim inin g 
in Persia—till in time the word Dihtiln emne to have 
a well recognised secondary meaning—^^thut of pro¬ 
fessional story-tcIJeri made bard, or wandering minstrel. 
In Lho course of the SosEtnian dynasty theao ^aditions 
wore GoUooted and put Into writing, 'Jlic result was 
vanousl}' knowTi as the Kliudoi, and Shdh 

Ndina, with the respoetivQ mcaniiiga of History of 
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th.^ of ihe Lord^. mkI <^f E^ho Kings. lo 

Ebkiiighar Rbun’B ProfftCB alrfiaJy refarrerti to tlisfo 
is Em ckecoimt of tho IMstin-ndiiiii wbieh omy tbiiB 
bo stiinaiiimetL Shiib NdflUirwrdn coUectod tbo trinli’ 
fcloiui and do[K>skDc) tha MSS. m his Bbrjiry. 
YnjBiltigirdt tbo lust of tbo SibsiDiELiis. i^niploy^ tb<i 
Dilikblu P iiniM iiWEij to oatalopiB ujid suppluEiiont theso 
bktorjcti Eiod amiagir thpm m obronolcigicfll order front 
tbo roign of Gtyiiman; to that Kbusrau ParwssL 
At tlm tiuio of tbo ihihamiiiLulmi CotiKjdOSt of Pi^rsia 
thoj woTB Bent Lu 'Umar^ tbo oomniiyitJttf of tbo faitb- 
fij], wlio bad LliiL-iti inuisbtDi] oJid only parLLoIJy 
apitravod tjf tbeir oontonts. In tbo geiinrtil divisiioit 
of tbo PorBum spoil ibe books foU into iho bajids of 
tbo Abjfisiniaufifc who presontod tbcnii to Kkig dujditi, 
wbo bad ibum irudslatod and btgbly ooiiiuiuodfatl 
tbum. They biioaitio woll knon^n m bU doiniiuons 
lUid in Eimi wbanoe they wore brought by Yu^kiib 
Lois, wbo ooniiti uncled Abi^ MunHor* son of AbduV- 
Rfiyv ilb^ to tmuBeribB into Persian what D^nishwaj 
tbe Dibkiin had told m Pablavf^ and eoiiipleto tbo 
bifitory from tbo rime of Kbusrau I'arwiJE to tho ™d 
of tbe roign of YflJ^^Llg^rcl, Abd Mansur instruoted 
an olEofir of bis fatbor's, Su'dd^ son of Manser AIihb' 
'man, hi conjunction with four others—Tjij^ son of 
KbimiKtiii of Hartit, YaiidLltiddd, son of bbitpfif of 
Sistiin, Miibwi, eon of Ebursbld of Hiskdpnr, and 
Siuiddn, son of Purzin^ of Tils—to undertake tbe 
task, ^VLen tbo bonso of I be Sdnuinide oamo into 
power they loot tlio greatest iutorest in tbo work 
tbiti trailslatodi and ontnislid it to tbo poet DatikI 
ill put into verse. Wbun be hml written one or two 
iliuusand conplets he was inunlend by bis sEave, aniJ 
thus tbo matter romaiuod till the days of Mabiiiudi 
who onoouraged PinlaUBf to eomplotu tbo worlc 

■ C 1vi Haiai ingii pfjQ of NOnb—* uiuiiafaf 43f €t. 
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Aa BuiEdiijyrhiLr Klum's dates from l.hp fiiKt 

quarter tif the fifireispth umituTy, aud contains iiiuch 
thftl la obviously romantic, it ifl needful to receive the 
attove accoimt with all caution. Even when we have 
rojoetod tho story of King «lasha and the Aby^sinioiui 
wo aro still confronted by a chnjnrdogieal impobiai- 
hillty* Ya'kilb, tbe son of Lois the copperBinith, died 
in Aj). ByS. Abd Mansiir* who had tho work of 
the Dibkan Djlnishwar tmoiiLited. wiis a brother of 
jMiibarntiiad, son of AbduV-Hoz^ik, and this Muham¬ 
mad was prince of Tfis in the middle of the Lenlti 
cenLnry%^ in tbo days wben Eudauiii was growing 
up. Va'kiilf and Abii ManEnir were tlicrcfore uol 
coo temporaries. Ya'kiib brui workerl in bis futhcYs 
shop us a yonlli, be ihon liocatuu a rDlibor-cbicf 
fliid finally foiigbl bis way to what was |WH!Ctioal]y 
the lordship of Iran. As a nativis of SbiLdii, iho 
borne of a race whose warlike prucUvitics were 
symbolised in the legcindiLry e^pEuits aoti uliaractcr 
of the national hem of Inin, liustam, or aa the founder 
of a nuw dynaiityj f^r paUlical reasons ho itiay have 
taken an intorc.^t. Lii the nld t radii ion but be could 
not huvo QuinmiBsioned Ah\\ MiinHur t<j do the work 
for liiin^ Hud it will be sidtir dismiss tbu notion 
that be intorestod bimsylf in the com|jfljitiud of tbo 
Dihkiiii Dblninhwar a& bighty proldeuiatioah On tha 
other band, the Btakiiiietit in Baisinghar Kbun*s pre¬ 
face that Abd .Mansur di<l have s ShLihniima earn piled 
is enufirmed by tlie Icjirned Abii liiiibiin ^fulmTumad bin 
'Ahmad Albinim (4.rj, 973 -1043) in bis " Chronology 
of Aueiont Natiom''® Again we may be somewbaL 
sceptical aa to whether a Dilikau named Thtiiishwar 
ever Diisted. but wc may concede that the ancient 
traditions were eoUected and edited by seine learned 
(ddnlshwar ) Dilikiin and indeed by many such, 

* NTp mlv- 

* tiaa*, laj nr* K, 119. 
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The [uitnes of the five iiieii emplojed by Abu 
Mimjsiir stira p.11 Pemiuip nod tlia- m^n Lliouij^^lvei^ 

Lu iJI prolittbility 3Jiigi| for ouuo but they would bu 
Ukolj tp know PuhlnT^ m Lbu UiitLii Ono of 

1 be Hvo, Shudiln eod of Burzin^ \s tu^nLiotu^d liy Fir- 
(ImiHf m bifi ftutlioritj for Lbe skKry of Lbo mLrtHJticLjou 
biLii Psr^iift of Hldprir» Fables iti thu reign tif N^Idr- 
wilqJ I bikJkf the poe t who Was drNl. onirufiti.*^] wi^th 
ih^ tiink of verHif^dng iho Sbjlhninii\ was a fire* 
woreldp[ier, as four iinejs of his bear witness!— 

^ Of all uf tliii wriifld'ii ^uucl atiii ill 
Four HftfeikE 
ClirPfl tubr ihii nomul <if Ijfifj 
Tbo bluod-rtfd wine, the Faitli wf Ftfi;.''' 

Firdausi t+jlls us Lu his FfttluJa^ ^ 10+ Lbal. when oil 
D akiki^s ULiirtlor bo dotorniincd tq carry on tba work 
himself Lo had groat dlSiculty in obtaining Lho ncudful 
matormls for the purpose^ and was for a while non- 
pluspod by want uf ibam. Him statemont seems to 
require some explanalLOii, foTp in 4 Ldflii.ion to the coa- 
siilerablo rabliiTl Uteratoro then extant^ rhe qfdlqctieuM 
iiiado by loametl Elibkhns bad been tranMlated iato 
ArabiL\ and wore obtaimible in nstnioroiiji hjsLanes in 
tlmt Ungiiogu. Albinlid telk us that thii pcMit Abii- 
'All Miiharnrntul bin ’AliittsM:! Alhalklii in hu HhahiiijDa 
refers lo ihw authors of five Huch stipaniLo histories jla 
L is iLiiLboriUes-^ If, buwoverp wo accept Xoltli'ke*a 
Tiow' ihjU Firdausi, in flpite uf hia apparcfit uNsenioTLs 
to the contrary, knew no Pabtavf. wits as good its 
ignnrauL of Arabic, and usecl only itntlioritioM written 
in the Persian of Uis own day* wo can niiclerstand his 
difficulty sbuut his utateiiak H+> could make no 
progn.^ss till be liacl obtained a copjr of Abii JlaiLKtir's 
Shallhrluia, perfan{Ji tlio Idontical copy used by Bukiki 
The p>ct in fwit seems to speak of hjs Pablsvl 

* Vi ■ EhU- umiidL., p, icek * iiT, miiJJ, 
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aiillionticpt as wo tniglit fipeak of the Hebrew SaripttirTcs, 
meauLiig ihe Old I'eiitMinont, though we may kntw 
them ou\j in the Eugllah version* Tlis chief uiiLbortty 
WQ2i doubt the ShfJmiljjia eif Abii whit?li an 

we have seen luid boon trimnlatcd into Perbifui 

directly From Piihliivf origioalB. He kbo used, ns it 

wottltl ieem, traunlatii^uK intu modem Persian of 
Arftbic histories ihetu^elves trfwoslated frciu Paldavl 
originals. Certain passages in the K^hdhnamtL, wbero 
Ibh's is substituted for Abriiuckn as the niuue of the 
ovil priuciplfif may Ik? attributed vrith cenfidence to 
such secondary authoritiesb Piihlavf originals * and 
Aral fie vemous iiavo alike disappeared^ and the ShYih- 
ndma of FirdauBi, which aluue survivea of all the many 
ShnhtiMuas that once existed^ has now becomo the 
principal fitorehousa of Irduian Icgoud, and the leading 
authority on the flubject. Tilts t^lialinAma of Firdausi 
then is a true opio, nt)L a great poet*e inventian^ nnd 
tho proof is to be found in tho nature of his subject- 
matter and in his own words. Ha expressly disclaims 
, all originality, ttillmg uh that the tale Lad all heuti told 
before, ainl that all the fruit that had fallen iu the 
garden, of knowledge had been already gansered. His 
share was to raould into pong the epos of hifl native 
Iiinih ttCDruiiig no talc, however lowly, and putting tho 
best and purGst intorpretation on all that he found/ 

■ Wkb B frw rijtCffjil,lon» wJ-liflJl will fl&Tne fm notice 3n due -cchith?. 

* Th^ ^aLUiVif),iila M3 fTfi piiBHflfili b a Uibla in miian. Of tha tTi:E]itr~ 
^3a^? or ttooki of iirllikh M 1* anid in luLim oDjisiflitwl oply two ajo 

vxt&hfc Iti tti4?{r auU these two niv piccisnij tbouc wkScll the 

Miifl would knaw licit—tlic law ot dtmcmonfBl snd thn 

hjmiM nnd litnciiEB moa-t frcrjAti^tlv in |piibli5 wnritiip. In netdJ- 
tlon of mofrt of tho oiLnrm, and uvttain lammaHeHt 

pimfilinLEe^ nnrl ciiniincnTj tm t^Pm 111 Pnlibvl whleli enslile nn to 
form a fmlr tu>tkin of thr generia njntEiati ut thp Zniijlavutn ma m 
wholu^ TliUi Itu^ Dlnkfl-Til qr ^ Acts of tliE FaithEontjilDB a Hoznloliiy 
of nlPfti^ nf iba twf^ntj-ooe NiutkE, whUn tht Cytidahljih or ^ Otlg^lniU 
CnKlioD ^ pmqn'Gii foi* d* aci^nnt of the cnMitliin »s it wna told 
in. thfl lOiL ndtwtdJd N4lMk: or Cinaturoa frodi^ctil,? 
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Thfl comijogony of rbc poem ftssiimes tbo mnh to 
bd fl&t ivml to bo iupportod on tho horna of n bull 
which tttuoiL the bfick of n tiiih wLiob Hwani in the 
grtat: DOOfuL^ The earth was ouviroDod by the giganljo 
Albiirz .MouniafiiB which reached to Leaven.* Tlio 
range wor pieroecl by iSo apuriuroa m the E[Jtfttp and 
i 80 in the WorL Through theae the mn in ado its 
daily entrance and oiLt., travelluig round the outside 
during the night frem the VV-esI. buck tu the EnsL^ 
Thu apertures were in tended to accotuit for the changes 
of place 'm the rLsing and the setting of tho ana 
thru tightjut tho year. The earth was divided into 
Seven Cliniea, tho eentrid being Inin, which was sur^ 
roumletl by the other six and was as largo as all 
the nait put toguthor. It was divided froui them 
by va,st mouatHin ranges* The Central dime was 
alfi^j siirrtnmdud by the Eastern equivalent of tho 
Hons uric Oeoanus or Ooean-streafn, for the Indns, 
Oius, Ami!. Euiino. Busphonia, Sea of ^^amla^l, 
Darrlanclles, Nile, and Indhin Oeciiu were regarded 
as a nhain of riverSp latca, gulfs^ and seas all Iti 
connection with each otliur+* This eonfiodnn, espccj- 
ally as regards the Oms and the Ania frtxiiicntly 
aeoms ro have misled the poet hunselC Ho was a 
native of Eastern Inin, and nattimlly supptised that 
the river eoaFttantly refoirod to in the poeni as 
the boirndwy betwoun (nm and Tiinin was iJic Oxna. 
lie shnptKl mat tors H^^eo^diIlgIJ^ but it can hardly bo 
cloubU^d that the river of bis authorities was (he 
Aras." Tlie snhslitutlon of Aras for Oxoa ihrows a 
HcKidofbght upon the wars. campuigtiJi. and polilionl 
relations reeordecl in iho Shahnama, espociAlly during 
the first atid lotagoit portion of the Mythic Period. 

I cy. Uofr, ‘VAraainn i n, Mlv ** hfi 

Qt^niniLDf diT iSR, nnd 

' Wl’l', l. 3*. ” * M Ji * M. J*-JJ 

• Wnr, L Jfr and ojfliw- * l>XA^ i- 4 ■ WPT* U Bo. 
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Th« posation of tha Mod08 on tho Amn ajtpkins 
hoi^ the UKSUi^ioQa mlu A^jirbfjiln of tEo Aj^yrijum 
ia oarlyv flJid of tEe Areiba m later, iimm gahio to ba 
embodied in the atorj, how wo come tiC have the 
wjim vAih tlie Tiir.LiiiiiiLS broug-lit m promirtontly 
lioforo us, why the arch-ODeiny Afewiyab is recorded 
lo have been taken priaonor in lake tTrumiaE, and 
why the wriiet uf the AMueniim history who 
under tho nauiy of Morob of Cliorono couplea ibo two 
^reat cnotjiies of the .Mciloa in hia aGCoiuit uf Peraiun 
fable:—Quid antem tibi iimt vfrliiptati viles ao Yiinao 
do Byrasp^ Astyage fabiilao I ” * Byrfttt[> nr 
itt tbe FLildavf term for ZiikhaL Astyagea waa iho 
great Tunkiian king of Ekbatanji anii ioiuutimo ovar- 
lord of Cyrufl* The vaat Bpaucea and regions of the 
Oxm bave always been a cMienlty the atudenl, of 
the Sbjihndnia, but snbatJtuLe the ootnparatiTclj heutow 
area between the Caspian and the Eiixiuo and niUDh 
b 01 plained^ 

Thus far Firdausf follows the old fronian eosniogonv* 
fn tha case of the beaFi ns bo rojoots it^ Lind its four 
hoaroDB of the StarSr of the Moou^ of the Sim, and of 
the Endless Lights, Ih^coine niiia in the jxiein^—^thoso 
of Lbo HO von pianoUr of the angols, jind of the throiiu 
of God^ These heaveii& were supposed to bo erysuil- 
line spheres with indopendont niPtiona and hLting one 
Wde annthor liko Chineso Utxea. The soven planets 
aro tlio Sun, Moon. Moretiryj Mars. Voaua, JupitorK and 
Saturn. 

Firdaa."if took his imagery chiefly from tlia lUjciutiL 
cosmogony, or from the natural features of hj!i native 
lantL A Shaba doniiniou axtonds from the Moon to 
the Fish, or all the Seven Climes cilaiy him. Armios 
Ktrelch from rnmintain to iimimUiinr or fiiam sea to sea. 
The warriorij' heads touch the Bun or Satuitt The 

* Jifinif C^jfvnmfii, eiL WtiJpEoii^ 77. 
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WarriurB tLeiawIvoa iitb*, or are like, rnoimiaiiks, Udiis. 
elepbunts, loopjinls, and cnoeDdilea, they level the billa 
with tberir battlo-crics, Juid pieroe with their EpecLni 
ibo hearts of liinlB. Tbcji pabeea lyoid costleH bar the 
uagle'a Higbt. rise above the oleddi* or hold convorae 
wUb the stars. Troops throng like luL-usla and anta, 
and even gnats can tind no room to pass them. In 
battle the field or even the wlitile world is a sea or 
Htroiuii of go™. A tiger lieslriilca lui elephant and 
brand ishus a erocotlilo, whioh being iuterpretml iiieonH 
that u eavaliut waves his swurd. Swords too are, or 
ore like, dismonds; whilo spears turn the earth U> a 
roed-Led. One horse is so keen of flight that it can wo 
an ant's foot on hlaok aloth at night two leagues away, 
Hupid iiiution is (Muiparod lo fire or to iis spirit 
Aitargiiisluusp, who is often on e<|uJvabat for the 
lightning I to wiiul, siuoke, or dust, the hrsl being the 
uouiuioncat figturo in the |>o<!ni. Tho reader, like tho 
poet, will (ind it ubiquitous, and will not fail to notico In 
the accounts of marc lies, battle liehlB, and single eonilHitfl. 
&C., that tho aky, sun, moon, Aa, are aaid to grow like 
indigo «r i;lHjny, or to bcvauie voilod or to turn dark 
at noomlay, Thu allusion m to the duflt To say 

that the air darkene<l is often merely uuothur wa.y of 
saying ihut the dust ru&e; and both, and kindred ex- 
pruBsiona^ are in conKUmt use to Unlicate that hosts 
or individuals have set forth on sumo uxpudil.ion, 
arc appmiwdiing or angitging in hattloi &o. Opj^sod 
to the dust—the enemy, is water—^the friend- ” V\ boro 
land and water are my trcaauio is,” wtyfl "no "f fhe 
Shahs in the poem, and thu jjoot comimro# the joy 
of having one’s work appK-vijd by the wiso to that of 
seeing plenty of water in onu’a own canid. Conse¬ 
quently it is not the blue but the oloudy sky that 
delights the Porwan eye. and spring, with its olouJa 
and thiinder-Bhowers. fiowora, aufl verdure, is tho 
fovouriU) seasoii. ’“Tlio hand of Bfahmud” aayfl tho 
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“ii^ like ft doiid m spring,” PerpeHml spring 
is tho PersiJin's notion of a perftiot i;Iiinato. A king 
adorns his rcsEW-gftTden like fipring, i.& tie suiJHnnns 
nil his great nion nLignt; hiin ftad Lolils a court 
I'he l\^rsimi jejir l>egAEi with, tlio J^pring^ aiKl the 
beginning of tho Novir Year was a senftoxi of ntjoicjing. 
The cheek in joy or health is like the rose, lullp,^ 
poEii0gTfinftt«i f>r JudaS'troc blossorns^ in fear or passion 
like tllt^se of jasmldo or fenugreek, or as coltmrloss 
Oft sandorseh, fcko trftDSparent gum of the CfrllitriM 
^imdrivfriviSt of which ponnoc la made. In passion, 
loo^ or fear,, the body shakes like a willow-tree^ the 
heart and Uver become full of Lloodi the veins thmh 
jiEid the blocnj itself hoib. The narcissns hetlewft tlie 
rose when Iteauty wec^ps. Stjitiire is like the cypress, 
which is also the tree of the lairial-giviiiiil, the tree 
of posthnmons fiuiie, or like the teak In ohi ago 
tlio straight-Btemmed cypress stoops. A youth of 
proniifto is a sapling tiearing ita lirat fndts. To 
take ftU}'' importaot step ia lo plant a tree it may 
bo of revango or of some prcjdent mit of policy, 
and the fruit of E.he tree wiU according to .cirenin* 
MLoncK'B turn out to fie either gems or Mloeynth, The 
poet, is fund of nioraliMing on life^ its trjLiiftient nature 
ami yicissitndes. His favourite figure far the former !a 
the wayside oarftTan&erai or inn w^here as pilgiiins of 
traveUets wo sojourn for a brief spneo, and then 
fleparting yield our rcMini to others; for the hitter he 
appeals to the ooDfiguration of hijs native himl—Lhe 
apparently endless alternation of ascent and deseont 
w'ith which all who have sojourDotl in thp.«e ports ore 
well ftcrjumiiEod—or by a Iwjlder flight desoril^ h^^w 
a Ilian is raided to Jiatum or thn Piciades only to bo 
flung into the ditch or to ihe Fish—the tnythologicaj 
one referred to abovo. 

Like other poets -Firdaiun' miffereil from the oun- 
straint of rhyme. When for Instanco wo find ” Balkh ** 
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At thi5 ond of one of a oouplot^ ** ib 

pretty ce-TtJitn to be at tho ond of the otheir, and na 
tiilkli ** meana ^ bitter'’ the aenaa of eiiob passages ts 
apt to I'O awainei Situiliirly tbo changeu are rung with 
groat frequoDcy on the words* nil " (indigi> or tbe Niie)^ 
"nifl" (n miJ€)p and fan depbitfit) as vorae- 

endinga. Tha first of theao ibree worda Is ona of tbe 
tranfilatar% ** th^ima in the Eesbp**t.be poet using it in 
HO many difTorciiit oonnaotions that it is imposaiblo to 
find a foniiula of osplatialion that will cover tlieiii all. 
Relief from an Englbb ptnnt of view is someLioiea ob¬ 
tained hy irubititntingt with ^[ohl, *’ blue sea ” for ^ River 
Nile,*" but the beat imtidotep as Firdaiid would say, for 
the bane of the word is Butler's couplet 

“ F<ir rhjTiiB ven«a, 

With '■hith, like iiliii*, tliey rtwr jicir Birntwn* 

In other words, the poot wsaa ■' nil ** for tbawimd wore 
often than for the sense, and tumulstor and reader 
alike must take the oonsequenco i I'Ut they aro at all 
events exanArsLed from Beeklajf w such pnssnj^es for 
Boum recondite moaning which Firdausi hilusell'never 
inL^^nded to eotiTOy* 
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TEXT AND TRANSr*AtlON 

Up td tbo boj^imimg u( Jiyst oantury tbo SbiUmiina 
uxiftoJ in Mri* only. Smi>e thoa fivi) mufti f>r luss 
coiupltitti LiflitiODfl bjiv'd Ap|)uiifctl in print:_ 

i In i 8oS Dr Lumndt-n iindurtuok td tiuporitittind 
Jin ediLiori of the |>utiiu, one vuluma of wbieh wa& 
publLsLticl ut C^dduuttui iji i S11 i btit Ubti publlcutiDn 
wtiiit iii> fiirLhtif+ lliifl edition will be referred "tu 
m L 

ii. [li 1829 Turner who must alw^iLj^ 

bold the pkeo of huimur among tbo editors of the 
piem, afUif devotod labour b eoUation of MSS.* 
published at Cidcittta in four voltiines tbe fir^t and 
only cutnplcLti edition, the earlier portion of the loit 
Ittiing littsed on that of U Tbia erlition will be raferretl 
to oa C. 

liL In 1 S38 *Julos Mohl published the first vulunie 
of hk moflt eumptuou^^ edition at the cxptinau of the 
Fretiob govemnient. Six volunjcsai have appeared 
but the work waa never fiiiLsiiod owing to the deatb of 
the editor* This edition is based, on an independont 
collation of Mssiii,, and inelndes a Frentib proisje translu^ 
Lion ^ks wuU ns tho Persian text^ Tiiia edition will bo 
reforTtid to as F. 

IV, [n 1850 a cDtnplete litbi^igraphed edition m one 
volume foliop edited by Mukainmad Mjihdip n native of 

1 ft aht^ld bfl q^rleil tiui ihs Fftapcila tniiul&tloa huF h^n 
hr M. Barbm (Ift MDjnnnl from Lha tfljtn of C* Jiii4 to wholo imavk- 
ttoa Ilia btieo paOmhad to tafe JBfldaims MobL 
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wftB pnblistbed at TiliniiL Tbr text is a 
prmt cif tbjit nf with ocoosional vnnaii^^Tis, zioina of 
whioh nxQ of Tjilue. TbU edition will be rofemsd 
aa T. 

T* In 1S77 J. A- VuUerB published ibe tifBt. toIittho 
of hiB oditioD, and two other voiumeft have since 
appearetl. The pnblicatioa of the third vobiuits 
was iiiternjptod by tbo lomontod daatb of tbo editor, 
blit bas since lioen completed from the materLils 
left by hini by Samtiel Lindnuor, Even thns tbo 
edition conLoifia only abont tbo first balf of the entire 
pootrL ThiR edition is based on the coUatLon of the 
tests o{ C and P. with occasional readiops from h 
and T, and otbor sources. Tbb edition will be referojd 
to as V. 

The only oom plate European tr an stations of tbe 
Shsibofitna bilherto pul ill shod are tbo FrecoVi ono 
abovo mentioned and an Italian *no in verso by 
Signor Vizzl Traoslations and summaries of purtions 
of the pjem bave appeared in Englisb and G enu an ^ 
The mdulgcnco both of the PersiAn scholar and of 
th»-^ English raadcr m a^iked on behalf of this the first 
English'' trimrtlation of the iKscni as a whole in view 
uf the Tiiagnitude and diffieidty of tlic undertaking* 
Our prime olijoct ha^a been, to produce a el ear and 
intelligible rondetiugT with tbjs end in view wo 
hnvu fotind it ncedftil to dispense with eartam rcN 
dundaanes in the original- All these probably may bo 
grou pefJ under thn following heeds -‘Varuintf comiptj 
and spurious jm^sagos; repetitions, tawtolc^es, and 
I>l4itiiudes; and kliotnatic anJ graniTiiatleAl oortstnic- 
tious that proved inlpiietiiblp. Tliose who aro ac¬ 
quainted with the nrlginal will readily imder^d 
what, thesfl aniiBslotifl amnunt to ; liiaBO unncquwnrM 
with it may easily find out by comparing cur version 
with tkat of M- Mohl Bt>tb wdl. wo t^nk. ndmiL 
that Wo have loft the rnbln absolutely intiiet, that 
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havft £43rupiikiuslj avoided aubtiDg to the qaiok 
mid have dono noihlnjiy to fd<rfeiL our claim l<i call 
tliia the Krst coiiipkto English tmnsktbn of the 
SbillmLLitim 

Our version k uictricalt paiiilj rhymed and ]>aTtIy 
unrhjinod. The rhymed portion consista of pt^hide^i, 
apologut^fi, sojiuga of wmo niim. soiiga^ terudiml coup- 
lotp, pasaagea in whioh the poet apoal^ in liis own 
perauu, Liud noiue otkera that soeiiLcd to lend LLem- 
selvua to such troatiLieQt^ Thase furm a vt^ry small 
part of thy whuh^, and arc generally lino for ILiie with 
the original, though 04 >upleLe or hoiuiitiohB nmy be 
scuiothncR mvi3rtLHl for cunveuinneo in ryndoring* Wo 
buvo ckangE-d tho metre occasionally p[brt 1 y for the 
sake of Yarlety^ partly suit the character of difTcrent 
ptissagea, and partly fur our own refTOshment [uul 
iimuBcniont. Tho roador shcmld, howaverp clearly 
nudcrslimd that a change of uietrcH impllaa do cor¬ 
respond ing change in the original, of which the raetro 
15 tiio sAmo throughout. 

Tho ufirhyined portioD, which fornis tho bulk of 
the Uaiuilatiou, and dum not aapiro to the dignity of 
bcLDg called blank vorse. Is more CDudensed Lhan the 
rhymed, though the proportioa of English to Persian 
h cQUistauLly varying; Hometiraes a whole couplet in 
the original is best expressed by ji single lino in the 
traimlatinti; M^jmetiujus a line and a hidf two lines or 
more in the tron^lalion go to the ooLLplot in tho 
original The average may be roughly Ktated aa three 
English lines to two Persian cugphrta The result of 
these varinita econoinioB is that our transLitiDn b some 
Lwenty-fivy par octit shorter than ntUerwiso it would 
have hi'mL 

We have followed the text of T as 5 ir as it gi>aA, 
^Iloutly incorporating with it oil tho chjinges aud 
additioDJ made by the editor kiuiBelf in his notes 
and in kia Apparatus Critic us at the end of Ins first 
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iubjaot cf ooUisi] It} tbe bombs of 
stotuil libiivti apd tP (he ocKsaflional juJopiion of mad- 
Lugs from oilier teim. Tlioao, wo hop^, wb Iwivb io- 
%"ariab1y noted. 

Whan tbe text of V faiUd u& we fell biirk ttpou 
that of €, tiA to wliieb wo reserve any reiimrkfi (hat 
we inaj duel it ti^mMxy to make till tbo tcjIuoio of 
our tr u^hl iLiinii ruaobei! [ii which the ehatige of toiit 
ocoum 

Tbe atUfotion of the reader u oalh/d to the foUuw- 

ing p>ijjta;— 

1 , It hi bo|Hhi that lliQ liiLmluction may prove 
sndiciiidt for LboNO who wifih to mad tho SbalitaLma 
in Euglkb dre^H but have no prevbua actpuiintaucd 
with the Bubjoct. They will llnd notee |>rcJixiKl Ui 
the principal dlvkiooB of the pofin, but it baa lieen 
thought desirable Lu avoiii foetuotefi^ an far ai). pi^j^iblOp 
£o the traiudatiou ItselL 

2, Tbe passageii that need the conetiUit eliieU 

dation are thoao of a doBoriptive^ figurative, la lueta- 
pboriiial charaoter. An attempt bus Ik^bu made to 
explain the priocipEd qf Lhfw once for all in tbe 
pruvioun chaptar^ Sucli pasisages often might have 
botfU made Helf-oxphinatoiT by a sqflideut aaerifiiie iif 
tbe imagery uf the original It baa Beeined to us, 
however, better U> fiay that tbe Sb^h dropped the bell 
Into the oup^ or l»estowod the kottlodnima upm 
Boine cn% than that the Shdh gave the fiigrmi for tlie 
liuat Ui move or appcilnLqd acme one eoiiiifsaiider-iii- 
ehief. 

3* T!ie structure uf the Pordari language ia very 
bcMSo gfuiimiatiually. One form, for inatwieo, htaULla 
for he, fihe, and it. For the mku tjf ekjxnioiUi wo have 
often Bubfitituted the noun for the prunouiL Of 

* Hill C 13|1 WH* to tha d4« of lli«i 4?h?lahftnt on wldoh lim 

tihjfh oif on'mfbBtiHi^iir-lii-'CililEl rods, Ikitli enji aeJ ball inir* niado of 
wliat wu i|i£iai[] uoll hiiU'td$UiL 
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crviir^e ihu iiiyulTQ»i A tiertulri amuujit of intorpreta- 
tioD, and difloren^JDs of opinion in s>iiie cnse!^ legiti- 
tUftLaly umy exist as to wlio or wIirL the p-i^ion or 
tiling' referred to may On the other handj we 
often find a. noun where in Engtisli wo should use a 
proDoiiQr ami wu bare constunily mudo tha i^uhitit.u- 
tion in paxsage^ whoro no doubt can arise bi the 
reader's mind. Again tho coupJot-fofto in whieli the 
poem is wriLten has a tendenej^ to break it np into 
a. BoeiTession of short sentcncoe, ami this, added to the 
aboTO-montioned nse of the noun where we sboitld 
natundly nso the ptoooim smd to the paucity of con- 
neet.ing particles, frequently makes tho traiisldon from 
sentenco to sentence somewhat abrupt and tho line 
qf thought difficult to follow. Often have carried 
on ^ntonqoa by tlia iKldiLiou of eoutiecLmg partir:]^ 
which are not in the original 

4. We defrire to make mmo estphiDALiozui with 
regard to ccrtaiii imponant wordii in the original 

JS-f/ and Zamisam, By tbeso lorijja ia knowTi a 
certain praetioc of Zoroastriana which may be para¬ 
ph raRcd in English as taking prayer iriwardljj' 
Be fore eating, washing, it is customary to mutter 
the hcsginnmg of some ^cred formula, to cjirry through 
the ojMjration in complete Hilence, and then to utter 
tile rest of the formula aloud/ We have emptnyci! 
such expressions as ** muttering " or rnii tterod prayer 
to doseribo the practice. It Is ionmtiinns tis&d as 
a pretext for obtaiuiug a few moment^' private iron- 
veraation, 

Bftrmm. This was formerly a bundle of twigs, hut 
now of metal Mfires vaiyung iu number according to 
circumstances, held in the hand during the perform- 
aoco of certain rcHgioua rites of the Zoroastrituia.® 
Tho practico is clonurly referred to in Ezokiol viiL t 6, 
17. We traimlate Barsam ” by " the twigs/’ 

^ Wrr, H i|4, ^ HEP. 19^1 
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Dalhma. Firdi^usf does jiat; usq this word la itsi 
profXif —thftt in which it is adll UEit-d hy the 
Porsi^ at th« pro^eni d^y —but in tliAt of mausoleum, 
chorooh ar ell^^l]el-housfr, and wo bavo so translated iL^ 
DUikdn^ The gonoral seoso of this word is that of 
countrjiuaji ns distiiiguLducd from townaujoiL Owing* 
however, to the fact that the runit oIom in Irrln ug 
oUtiw-hono were tho oliSef ropasimrios of the tniditions 
and foILloro of thoir naLivo loiidp which were bonded 
down omlly nod roailM at local gatlimngs hy lIumc 
beat quolidod for the toskt the wo^ come to havu the 
sccoudary meaning of hard or minAtreL and we have 
Tiiaidcrod it acconlii^ to iU drat or serondory njecwniag 
os the ionfio of ifae |niAAago required. 

Dindr and Dimnu Of LhoBC the dinar waii a gold 
imd tbo dirain a silver coin* The Attic drochiLiEL woh 
rueuje the bosbi of Ills nionetorj sjiiiom by Alexondor 
the OrcEit, and Fersia possessed no native gold cuinago 
till more than hvo centuries later* It tboii obLolu^ 
one by occidonL By the tonns of peace butwoon 
Ardowun (ArLaboniifi)* tho lost PortbiAn moimruh^ fuid 
the Emperor Macrinns, after the groat battle of Mstbis 
in A.p. 2 IT* the lattor agreed to pay to the foriaer 
on itidemnity of more than a million nnd a half of 
Dtir monay^ The sum HooniH to hayo been ohiefly 
pidd in aurei, CotLSL*quouLly when Ar^hhir Fapakuii 
(Artoxeriesi) become the first ^bah of the now natlvu 
Ftirsion fSilsanian) dynasty m 22fi he found the 
eonptry fiooded with two diatioct coinDges with no 
recogniaod rdolion between them exc^^pt the rough 
and ready one of cemmeros. Ho socmii lo hate 
left matters to settle Lbemselvos. and In hli own 
coimige followed the typo of the aureiis for his gold 
ouins and that of the drachma for his idiver.' The 

^ A fall OOimDl of Uia lUimu In tlus iwtiper wmt of ihe Weed wfJ] 
ba fcraxid Kia DyK.liri L 
■ B€H. 6 ^ 
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exprti&Htoii and diraiTiB" is oao frequunl^Iy 

met vith in ttie paenip and as it ia ^Either an in- 
convoEuent one metrically we substituted the 

older form draebin ’ for diram.'* 

/>tPi We T&tMD this word as in the origiDaL 
When speltr with a capital It is to be regarded as e<]mm^ 
lent to Ahrfmati or Iblls, except in the eollDealiatm 
^ Black D[v ** and " White Dir/' W^son spelt with 
a small letter it may tnesn either a demon or a 
member of Bome sarage or ouLiandiidi tiibe,^ 

Furr, The ‘^farr’" was regarded as the »ipeeial 
diviiifi endowment of tbe InLoian mee — ths faTOiired 
people of Urmuxd—and aa an olyeot of envy or ambi* 
tion to the neighbouring pcopiea* !t was regarded in 
the ZaudavasLa as sometliing mMeiial, that oonld be 
sought, Boi/edp and earrietl otT, and eren in the ^hdhnkima 
wo find a few oeraaions when it assumes a Visible 
form. Each of the tliree primitive oofites into whieh 
the Irinians were divided had iia own speeixd *' farr," 
while tbe Sbiih united all three in his own person^ and 
the possesion of the threefold farr" eonutitntod 
his title to tho throne. Thoro is an instance in the 
present volume where after the death of a Shah his 
two jw>afl are both pEissed over hi the Bucoession as not 
being possessed of the ** farr/' Firda usf. it aboutd be 
noted, gives bjmself great latitude in the luso of this 
and rnany other expresaions, but wherever the word 
appears to be uaed in its oorreot ftea&e we render it 
by ” Grace" or Clory.'* 

Farsan^, Tlie faraang ia a measure of lengthy, and 
we liave always translatoil it os league/ olthough it 
is about tbroe-qiiarters of a mile longer than our 
English loague. 

KJiirai^ Tho word properly means a toIkj bestowed 
by a ruler from bis own wardrobe ou fK>me one as a 
sign of speaia] favour. As it was oovompanied by 

* Ct th« ChliiiiM fliJtfituMlon '* fa]%Eg^ OnUfl/' 
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oLlicr gift^ it oami} to monn gifts generally 
beatowijfl by the rulnr on a aiibjecL We usually trans¬ 
late tbo word as “ robo of honour.'* 

Mavldn. This word properly meoiu; a level pieco 
of ground aLtoohed to palaces or cities tmd ueed for 
purpoROfi of eaorcise or pasllme. Henco it ooEuea to 
menu any level etretoli of oounLry^ the apace between 
two hostOi] lioabs on which opposing champions would 
rida out and coo tend, a bittlodeld, part, We 
have lulopted VELnoim trazialaLlons of the woiti to express 

Lhese various mooniaiFS, 

_ ™ 

MnhiiL The word pnsperly tueanJi a chief prio^t of 
the Mu|p* but often merely eqnivalEmi to “fingCp" 
arnl is souiotimeB ^naeil of priests of other religiomi 
doDommndons, ^Vllen tisod in its proper scnise we 
trflJiu&late it by archmnge or arohiiriBgCp" when 
URod generally by " priest/' The exprqsaiou TJiilbid-i 
ratibi-ddn,^ iLiv chief of the mubida, we at ways trans¬ 
late by high priest" 

Pahiavl and The first of these two werds 

has been alrtuidy exphiinetL^ We leiider it by such 
phrases as " olden tougiio/ &o. The second is applied 
by Firdausi to all hia chief Irzlnlan ebametens other 
than the ^hulis, for iho Pulikvin was essentially n 
atibjoct The chief raliUvan was the prrjtagnnist or 
chiunpion of the raca for the tiTue being but not 
necessarily cemmander-fn-chicr. Soiiiotimcs he was 
hept iu reserve an a ii^t nssert when zuatloni were 
going very hi4dlj\ Tlio <jfflce was bcredjlary in the 
heroic faijuly of OaTEdnisp, and Eustarn, with whom its 
mythic glory becomes extinetp was its chief exfioneuL. 
We translate by paladin/' 

Parf. It is hanl to realise that this wonl, which in 
Arab lips would bucotne Fari,'" is not connected with 
fairy,” but it appeant ihat for the etyniolugy of the 
latter we must go to the Latin Fata.' fn meaning, 
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haiH 5 ver, oar Jcuiy niid “ fay " are tlae iieoreat Eogiyi 
equiTatentfl, and we have bo the worth 

Sarfipartia ^ — We troiiHhita this word by camp en¬ 
closure.” The sarApnrda wa^s a sereetx of conTOS or 
other material enoirflling on encampmeDt. 

Soma of the chief ehariiiCters ia the pooia are 
fcncos'u in the original by seTera] titka, Zdl, the 
father of Rustam, is bIeo col led Zal-i-Zar^ Dastdn-d- 
2aniJ, Dastdud-SAniK or simply JJaBUln ; Rust-ani him* 
self is fref^uently referred to os the son of Zdl, the 
Elepbaat-t^died, the Matchle^, i&c., und there arp 
other instaneess of duplicate names. To follow ihe 
original in thie respect would iuTal^^e the EngilBh 
reader in ho^ielofiN coafuaionj and- we Jiayu therefore 
in such cases selected one name for a character and 
kept to it^ or if wa employ a duplicate w& only do it 
m such a oontext that no tloubt ia pOBsiblo as to the 
identity of the person referred IOh 

Again, the poet uses the word i^ hilh Ln a very wide 
connection, hut we employ it only vfhw ono of the forty* 
nino rulers of tnia or the Sukpu Mahindd is refetr^ 
to. Where the word k applied to others than the 
above wp traoslato it hy king or tnenaroh, We 
hayo conierl oit the aatiip principle in other caHe* 
where it seemed to ns that obscurity might arisai 
The above aro merely given as instances. 

6- With regard bo the spelling of proper names we 
have followed the original with a fgw escceptiona. Wo 
have kept Ceesar instead of Kolsar, Ruman instead of 
Rtimi, Indian instead of Hindi, and there may bs a 
few marc instanees.^ 

For Khdkan we invariably subfititute tho shorter 
form Khiin, as tho expre^^ion " the Kh.ikiin of Chiu " 
is incoavoniont metrically. 

* In ilie inmiUtieiiiLtiaa of pmpenr aamee L}|« IhmC irile hdiiu tu be 
to retattl thn tbcrmni^Silj familiar jq fatnCtar fan»lk Far Uu» 

IQiiglUh TCft^er '^Cmar laid'' betL^ gbuji ^KAljair gaid/' or, more 
carrBqU^„ nfiJEL" 
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In the Pcruan the letter k in the word Kabul for 

infttoDoe lA iL diflbreat ]oUor frcim tbAt begmniDg tbo 
name of thm liHro Kdrm!, which m accord to presienic 
u&a^ shoiild be Bpeh QkiroiL Simtliurly tlio z in tho 
wotd Zdbul lA A didbroDt Icttcix ftixtm that in AzAr^ju^biifip, 
but wo thought that on the wholo il wm betior not tro 
make Hueh diBdnction& 

7, In i^mes in which it fteenied to ui that lunblguJty 
might ariBO wo hftvo spolt wordjs iis^d nietdphoridalJy 
with a capital iottor. 

HlioBO who de.^iro to compare otir trunaktion 
with the original will find on tbo pagoa of tho fcntuor 
references to tho corro^ipoiidmg pagos of the l&LEor. 
For inatoiLco, V. 153 against a Une indicatoH the 
boginning of that page in Vultcrs* edition of tho 
text 

g. A note on pnmuncktion wiU be found im- 
modiateiy preceding the tranalatiDD in oaoli yoluiue. 

] a. Tho hoadingH of the reign^p part&j and gE^otions 
are Foprinied at the cud of the folujiio to aorve as a 
Table of CantentB. 

11, A Ikt of Bome preyiotia trenfilatiDni^. the old 
i'ersiun calendar^ some geneidogical tables, and a unto 
on abbrcviatiomi ore appended. 

1 2* Finallj wc bare to a'^k our readers not to 
judge, and in all proi^abiJUty condemn, this work on the 
strength of its fow pj^eik The Prelude and the 
initial roigns are most d^oult to make anything 
of in a tiiinalatbn. This is not wholly our own 
fault. Tho poet hiu^lf, os reiidorfl of the original 
will bear witnesSp labours boavily. embarrassed pcrb&pM 
by the ehoracter of his subjoet-mutter. ** The poeiu," 
flays Profejfiflor Kuldeko. ^'dooa not obtain real Hfo til] 
liie reign of Jattislifd. In spite of the heroic talc of 
Kjiwa the srniLhp and the paLhei.io tnkadventure of 
trajf and miioh else that is Ixith curioiiB and interest* 

^ SIN, 



THE CALENDAR 


The' aid V&rman year waa iolar and bcgAS at the 
vemdl equinox. It cousiHted of 365 days dlTidod 
into ra inonllia of 30 dayt eaok, tbe five extra days 
being added after the {completion of the twolftb month 
to fill up the tioju till the tiim shoiitd re-enter Aries, 
and spring and the new year begin on the 2tst of 
March. Each day of tbo mouth had ite apecial genitiB 
presiding oTer it, after whom it was namod, thus:^— 


EHjr {Jnniiid^ 

„ X Batininn. 

H j. ArdJbU^iditH 
„ 4 Btmrlivr. 

„ 5. Saimudirmsd. 

ff lOiiiidfld. 

„ 7 . MqnJid. 

t Ooi pft AIutf 

fi 9l Ad^r, 
rt ith Abda. 

KLdnhfii- 
^ 13. mh. 
n I J. Tir. 

14 OdilL 

rt t§r Ehkl p^ llilir. 


ilisj 16. Hihr. 

„ 17 , 

rt lA Eaftka. 

„ 19 . Fflrrwrdla.. 

„ 30. Bakriku^ 

„ aj. Bim. 

. 31. m 
^ 3J. Bai |M DLu, 
„ 24 iJtfc 
rt 35. Ard. 
rt 34 AfibiAir 
rt 2 ^* AilDiUL 
rt lA ZunfjTid. 

,, MlLoupquJ, 
rt Jo. AnairikL 


Of theao thirty genii twelve woro chosen to give 
their oiiinc^ to the moathi m well, thus 3 — 


miao 


Bomixn 


Firrordiii 
- ^ ArdJbihlihl 
KlianUd . 
nir * . , 

V -j MatdiSd « 
[siwdvsr « 


, Mmfch 31 
* A|H1I 30 
. hla.j 3 * 

» Jam 19 
« July 19 

< AnguA 18 


April 19, 
Bfay 19 , 

JllEkD 18 * 

July iS, 

AQgOflt 17 ^ 
BeptamW 
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Aim?ii?r p 

( 

I: 

WlITTJOt . 


'Milir , , . • » 17 to Ckiab«f 16. 

AMn * . . * ^ Oetttluri i? Nondnlaf 

^Atkr * i , + , NorVtttiiber ffi ** Da»mbCT ! 

Din * , , . « iHsi^itiW r6 „ Juiiary 14- 

Bnhiniiti * , ^ * J&Diuiy 15 . ^ yebimry i j* 

SApondib-miid . * Februdt^ 14 ^ 


Tbufj the day Sapimddnnad of tho mantb Khurdiid 
TToidd be eqmvalatit. to May 24th, and tho day Khur^IciJ 
of the month Sapaod^fiiad to Febmarj 19th. 

Time waa TGokoned by dajB and iu|;rbta, not hy nigh tec 
and daya aa among^ the Jewa and MuhammadaDa 
The tirenty-foiir honn of the day and night we^e 
diridod into eight v&tobea of three hours each. 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE PISHDADIANS 
(AocowtKa TO Ttte Shajin^a.) 

O&ltjIAnT |f)r 
Et^jiikwic, 


LLufiHiUia 

Taitk^jaa 


MutUa. 

1 I 

&halufiiidzTZAilHj(lt {j)=AjiuviL 


I. 


JuttKlH I 4 ). 


! 


I 


I T 


dL B)=^ 


I 


1 3 pinvwm- BiriiuKiii. KAtaiaD. BliA£ina&E.!= ITAiUdga' (ij— Anw*la- 1 

tkm, tioBA. Sy ' ' 

T 


I 




KAkwL 


ulhiiib =.; 


SlndAkbiiH 


f 1 

IH- -nlr. 


Rbi 


jblwmZ&l. 




JtttllbAnr 


BAUIflilW = IdoiL l;‘AAftlABg=A dAUItbtAr- 

I 1 

KAfkwi MmikiEmm 

Naupaa (bJ. 


I 




OuitUUkllL 




Oai 


aUT (g). 
■iiHriW 


[ic4. 


.1 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE PiSHDAOlANa 

(AOCOODEIG TQ hie 

CtnillniAil. 

I 

AUihjv. 


filjrAuiik, 

Ffin4t. 


HcilUJta [i>. 

VSmDj^lML 


Mrnmm (3k 


a. 




TAdL 


SEftiDigiT, 


Maidiib 


11 jMMBltl l Jfti 


zmmx \4i 


flunui^n. KAtal^ FAHlbd^N (sk 


ti«i. 



AikWtokli. d. 

la 

llur^ciiBM | 6 p. 
Mi CM* (7k 

tAtm 


Tdf. 


fJarihihi^ 







UMiJjr |«k 
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THK KINGS AND DEKOES OF TIJeAn 

(SlliHNilU. A^D BtTSKAUl&R COHfiCfKD,) 


TtfU. 

I>iimiuihijip. 


aUPRTAM, 

I 


FAniAHO. 


Wlw. 


AniillvJLlL UuHwu. KiillriMli^ 


NutlhuL 


FUb 


IjiiiLl^ 


Fiifvhtciwrkfd. B^^rtuicL Pflilttr 


■eaulAfit mt * 

rvlstiTBa ILaI ILU* (ti). 


Pulujiii 

[BliJdB). 


bIh, (J 




A ibusitl 
^TbtlA 


itOf 




iLuriitilii^ 


fUr Klfcfiucr FMil. 
<^3!h 


new kMCDoiAf oxliocir 

















ABBREVIATIONS 


f-V—(HHtjciti of t£kD Sli^niLtno- 


Bmiipdeiik 

da 

P.-^Vohri 

da 

TT-^Tihrflin 

do. 

V.-V»illcri^ 

dOL 


BAN, A pMu and litenil tmninLEim of iftn Am^iSui Kinfiu* 
l^loriaiimiEiiu^ now rnlilM the Book of n Tlioiu^vl 
Nightn uiil K Niijht, 4^c. By Bir.luud Ft B^rtikii, 

BCM. Th* CbuHiir HBq4U {**¥mT Ubcounei^ of NidhAmM^ 
'AnliH 4 -BKman[utiJi. Tt&ELiklul Ebto Eng'Hih bjr 
Edwoid ti. Bnivrtii!^ M.B. 

DSL J. Baruifirtuter^ Btudei ImiitnTHtL 

DFKHP. History of the P)irhis. Hy Dontihsi Fnir^i KumtSf l?XL 

DHA, The History of ATiUrjollj. Fruiu the GenoM ^ rf Professor 
Afoi Duneker. By the hite Sveijn Atbottf M.A. 

DZA Ppif«flur Darmefteter^i Tmu. of the ZAttikyofto iti tht! 

SsemJ Brioki oi the SuL fUlerenise to Pkrti* eod 

pse«t 

EP. EuatsMi Penik, so Accirunt of the Jonriieyi of the Fcriiiii 

Bouodiirjr Comiuiiiiiuii, 1870-71-73, 

SllL The History of IiuILa ss told by Its own Hislodini^ By 
Rir H. M. EiUot, EX^ 

GDF. The HUtufy of tha Deethie iumI FsJJ of ihs Barnsb 
Emptro; By Bdwnni Ulhbon^ Eh}, With l^otes by 
Dhui Oilman juid dolioi, SditsuJ^ wi th sdditioiuU 
Noles, hy WLlliotu Smith# LT^0. 

tJHP# Histoif0 dee Penes pax Je iUsMs de Gobntiiitt. 


I Thm ■ocood viiltLou of Pkit L Is nfemKl to axlma uthsTWliS 
■peeiflod. 
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IIEF, Eit&iyi cm t!t& Bacv^ Lan^m^ WriUngi, iuid Ll?]f|{inii 
of tliQ PimijL By MiJtin Hnu^^ PKi>+ Edll^ and 
t!iilat]^l hy E. W«it, Pb,X>, 

HHR, HlflCarionl By A. H. 1*, Heertfn. En^bli 

Triiialmllciti.. 

HTE. Tin* FndLiui Empire, By W. W, Hiiiit«r, C^LE-, 

Lka 

KA. Am. By A. H. Keiine,, V.KQM. 

* 

KUR. KilrtW-Vamini of Al UtbS. Triinelati^ by ibu M\\ 
JfiDiea Keyniildfl, TLA. 

MHP, HiitcHT nf FkndiL, By ftir Jobii Mfllcolin^ 0,C3, 

MLU. Till! Life at MubAiumui. By Williimi Emi. 

MZA. Bc'f. li H. MHV Timut of lW SSaudMVUJti in tlis SAcrcd 
Bor>ki of tBe Eiifit BefcireEiec to l>art and 
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THE TMiELUDE 


AROFMENT 

Thu popitp aftffT ijiTflktnpf the mono ai dtid uid pTrUiinfi Witn amd 
Uj* wii^rrmp ot the wnrld^ erf miiD+ ot the bbti nm\ moem, 

of tki Pr^jT^iet mild hi* of thn eoEnpiktlon of tlw 

RhjUiti&znAp uf tlim popt Dtilfldp and o| hii awn laboUTH eon* 
Eii»tbti witik the poetn, enecludlikff with the prmlMS of Me patrosj. 


if OIK 

^ We TBEd in the ZiuirlaTMta: ** It (tbs mky) loole* like a 
(wUcOf that BtandB hnllt of m itftMveiilj nihfftAhnir ettih- 

Liahed, with andi that tie afiLT. shining with iti body erf mhy onnf 
thii tliTBo-thmla (of the iiArtli}i,^* 

g T. Finr 'AJJ iH!0 p. [3k MubamifudAiii on tlrirled into tmtny 
aent-HH Muhjuiiiiiii.d ii rofofrod le> ma tike lore] e( Hiemd 
^ho Kindn^ of ftTtnmt tnilk^ V*^ md ttMm : '* A pletuiw 
of the Fmradiwi whinb la protniaetl tn the tlod-fottriii^T Huirohi 
ana liifnTf irf wntor wbiehoomiivt net| and mera of ml]k wbewe 
taste ohim^g^h not ;£ and nran erf wlliir delbiwjJi to tliown tfut 
qiinlf it s imd riTeTi of iHkney ek^eili and tharoLn are aJl Idtidi 
of (nut for thiuTip Atid (orffiTHniBai fraoi tbiiir lofd.^* 

J m Tlie naPHi of FtnlAnafs friend who ptrwiJtfrd (or him tbo 
ShdbniiinA of Abi^ bUnfti^ (W» pp, 67-^) ^ aaid to baTi* bean 
MLihamrikud Laaklmri^ 

I 1 u Abd Maiiihf p Km of Mnhsuttmadt WEf buTe hiKin the mm 
ef t^H9 Ukthaimnadp ien erf Abdd'r^ll&ndkt who tiad ib« pwa 
Sbahiiima oofiipiled (u» p. 66), bvHuluii taui he trnatMl. 

I I i Abdl Kflaim p tA Firdanal Minrtlf. "fhe of E*fni i^j 

took pLuw after the ootnpJvlion ^if tha Shahndfita and Ih dayi 
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TflE SHIunAmA Of PlRDAUSt 


whuii Ftr^Aiui mi in exUDr Tlid muntbo oF a[j|pdar> 

to b£» K nbtjoiiMktion fl¥DiitA OR- thd purt.^ 

Tho “tnJatjf minlHter'* whb no doubt Abnl ^AbbiiH Triki 

gunlunii of Inuii ” wdto aud to huTobwi hnilt hy t^lujidikd^ 
■on of Ad^ tJmt ka nai^kii HnfckdjutD im ijmrth iha Joji proTnisid 
him in IhimJ»8 by tbu prophcit HdeL Altar tail eitondiu^ over 
contnrkfi tbo work wm^ aomplotod, hnt m ^hadrlad on Lbn 
point of nutarin^ bta po&wiiaii, bn ttod ikll hifl Jmut wi.^ria ikin 
by R riiioQ fT«rn boavouj 

NB^b-n'd-Din^ Safaiikti^n fioe p, 20}, 

NaaTp Mnhmnd^i youii^^t brotlLerp ■^tad aa oonirtiAndi&r^umdilQrK 
and ^orsimcid tba praTinoD KliblpUr Aftor BCiina yottra of 
■noi'»aeudul udEnirhiitruituti lia wiAB rooiillafl to court And ^rvod Llb 
l^rathor m VAtiann L'!Ap(untii9fl. Ha vra£ a patmti of ltf|irtfin|' Alld 
died yoLiJi^.* 

'^Tlua priDoe of OppaAri ta bavn Wn An\\m Jd«b^ uito 

of SnltdEi Mii>bEiLy.il''a tnoiL liimiKUi 


In Ihff Natiig 0/ ( 7 oii ihe Mcm/ult JHH/ui 

J Tk tte name of tlie Lord of botL iirifldom ntnl tnind. 
To aotliiog siiblimcir qaji Lliougbt be applied» 

The Lord of Trluitovor ifi imnied or OBsignod 
A jilaqo, the SunLamur of rIJ and ihe GindOp 
The Lord of Saturn and the tummg kky, 

Wlio cauE»etb Venus, Sun, and Moon to aliiuo, 
Who is above cooeeptionp oamOf or 
The Artist of the heavoQ*^ jewelry t 
I Jim thou oanat see noL though thy siglit thou atrain^ 
For thought itself will sLruggio to attiiiD 
To One above all name and place in viiin, 

Since mind and wisdom fail to penoLraLe 
Beyond our elements, but operate 
On matteni that the senaea render ploim 


^ KauruJ MuomM to have baeit tniefn In 4»b, lOl^ F1U+ ii 4$% 
■ UANJr. tij. * Kbll, 4S4, 


THE PRELUDE 


lai 

Nofio thm CM prmse Ood ad He Obdem 
Thy dutyi *th to gird to iwsrva 

He woigheth mind and wiadorn; ahniild Ha be 
Eaopmpdssed by a tlioiight. tlmt He hath f 

Clin He be prabed by such mAchiDery 
As thia, wi th mind or isoul d? renBoii'ii md 7 
Confedii Hid being but affirm up nioro, 

Adore Him and all other ways ignore^ 

Ubfierving Ilia eommaocid. Tby jufnrce of niighti 
la kiiiiwle<lge; thua old heana grour jout^ agnm. 
BuL things above the Veil enrpiisd in height 
All words; Ood'a ossonoo id beyond our ken. 




m jft'Tuie tif Wmhm 

Speak, sage I the praise of wisdaixi and tojoioe 
The beortB of thtwe that hearken to thy voiee, 

Aa Ood'd best gift to tb^ extol the wonli 
Of wisdom, which will comfort thoe and guide. 
And lead Hice by tbe boufl in heaven and eonb. 

Both jnj and grtef, and gain and lott^ belido 
Thumfrcnni and when it ia eeJijiaod the aone 
Know not of bappine^ one moment more. 

Thua Msdih the wine and vi rtupiia man of lore 
Lost Bogus seorefa his words fur fruit in vain 
WbM man soever spumeth wisdom's rede 
Will by so doing make bia own heart bl<^d; 

The pnideiit speak of him as one poflocissedj 
And * ho ia not of m * hia kin protosiL'* 

In iKjth worlds wiadom recoinmfatdoth the« 

When gyves aro on the ankles of iho mod ; 

It is the mind^a eye; if thou di.nit not see 
Therewith thy journey through this world hi sad. 


V- z 


toi THE SNIhnAma of mRDA USt 

It vas tiia fintt croated thing', and still 
FroBideth o*6r the imnij and fiujulty 
Of praise — prjiiso offered by tongue^ ear* and eye. 
All catiscs ii may be of good or ili 
To pmiiio tx^tb mind and wiedom who would dare ? 
And if I venture!^ who would hear me through? 
Since then, O man of wisdom l thou oanst do 
Mo good by words hermn, proceed, doclart 
J Cie&tion'fi pmeesa God created lhao 

To know appearance and reaUty. 

Let wisdom be thy minister to fond 
Tliy mind from aU that self-respect should shun, 
Leom by the words of fiages how to wend 
Thy wajp Tuam earth, oonToriftfl with every onoj 
And when thou heorest odj man of lore 
DiscQijTBO, sloop noti increase thy wisdom's siomi 
Blit niorkp whilo at tho boughs of speech. 

How much the rool^ thereof are out of rcacK 
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0/ the Ma^ciny of /As IfWirl 

The first thing noedful for thco i» to know 
The Bum of primal elenicnu which 
Who ruaketh all things, mode from naught to show 
The greatness of Hia own [supremacy. 

Those dcnientB are fourfold ; at Lheir hirlii 
if a time dapsed and labour had no share; 

Fire shone above, and in the midst were air 
And water; iiDderneath was dusky earth. 

Fire was the fiist its virtue to unfold ; 

About it nioifiture ceased and dryness oftiiw* ; 


TUB FHBLUBE 


lOj 

Thon iin3 wbcreW it {biied icaiule for cold. 

And mobturo followed cold. 

Evon 80 the fmnio 

Of thh our Wnysido HoguAry wjia mada 

When tbo^e four priiniJ elutueoU eombined^ 

Tlioy wrouglit, eaob no the till every kind 
Of prodnotH m wo fieo Llieni was dJapluyod. 

The tnrniiig vault of heaven allowed its faoo, 

E^diibitiD^ new woniiers day by day. 

The Seven FLmeta then began tlieir sway 
In yun Twelve Ooiises; eacih onii Ux^t ita plaoo^ 
ForebodiDg guud anil ill, und giving fil 
Return to evory onG that hath the wit 
To reoi The boavunfi, fettereti aphore to spherOp 
Moved m thoir making to oomplotion canio, 

And then this eurtlv with inouniain, desert, mere, 

And npiand^ shone as 'tworo a lamp nUfttuOi 
The iijonntains reared thomselvefi, the streams gusbed 
out, 

While from the soil the horhs began to sprout. 

Our earth was not vouchsafed a lofty stead; 

OLiiflurity and gluoni prevailed around, 

But stars Elisp 1 aji?d dioLf wondei^ ovorlioad 
And light grew muro abemdant on the ground; 

ITien fire imiM and water sankp the bud 
About the world its course began to run. 

ThB herbage and the varioua kinds of trees 
Grew up as fortune would* No faeultien 
Have they but gTowth. Thuji fixed they were the 
prey 

Of all the aDiiiiols that passed, while they* 

The roauioRt, aim at safety* nourishinent. 

And rust ; with sueii a life they are eoutont. 

With sluggish wits and tongue* that never spake. 

They bmwse upon the briar and the brake, 


THE SHAhSAmA of FIKDAUSi 

Acknowledging no end ais wrong or right 
And not required in offer rovcronoo 
To Kim who, biiviiig wisdom, justice, might, 
Hath not withhold one single exedlonce. 


Of iVf)ivn7 of Aftm 

A farther Bte|i—man oometh into sight ‘ 

Locks Imd boon miide; ho was the key of each. 
Witli head erect and c}'presfdikB in hcightr 
SuhiTtisR to WLsdom and endowed with speech, 
Possessed of knowledge, wisdom, reasomog, 

Ho nileth other crealutea os their king. 

Observe awhile with wisdom for thy guide: 

Doth '’man’'' imply cine nature, ono alone T 
Thou know^st it may be but the feeble side 
Of mortal Fnan, wherein no trace ia shown 
Of anght beyond, and yet two WDrlda agree— 

A mighty pojtnership—to furnish thee. 

By nature first, in order lost, art thou| 

Hold not thyself then lightly. I ha^e known 
Shrewd men spenk otherwise, hut who ahji]] trow 
The secrets that pertain to God alone I 
Look to the end, act ever rightfully 
And toil, auioe aloth nnd knowledge ne^er agree j 
But if thou won List escape calamity^ 

In both worlds from the nat of bale be freed 
And in Ood'a sight a rightooiifl man indeed, 

Then to yon swiftly turning dome thy gojte 
Direct, that causa of angrih^h and relief, 

A dome not fretted by the lapse of days 
And unadbeted Ijy onr joy or grief j 


THE PEELUDB 


IC 5 

It BUyetli not to rc&t but tumeth Btfll, 

Not pcrbibing Vika m but imdeciayed t 
Tboro both ike torm and proceBft aro dlsplAyed. 
Tbero ore ravealQd to thee botk good and ill 
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Cf /Afl JVW/urr of fh^ Stm 

Of ruby k yon amro douie, not modo 
Of Air and water, diiit and smoko \ mil 
With IjLtup and torch in many a spot nxayfld 
Like ganlena for tb© New Yeark featival 
Within the doniB a gladdening Owni l^ebold 
Revolving» thenoo the light of day i« spread, 
And every morning like a Ebield of pdd 
It raUelh from the East itn abining bead; 
The oftTtb is clad in robes of spreading hght. 
The sun declineth and there cometh night; 
Day ne'er o'ertaketh nighty nor mghi the day. 
Most regular in all their moveinentts tbeyp 
O thon my Sun! hast thou for me no ray ? 


%6 

0/ Naturr Horn 

Though night be ilark them ti a light aminHl t 
See that thou use it not imworthilyv 
Two days and nights its features are ohseurcfl. 

Womsoothly by reifolvbgj presently 
"Fis seen again but pallid, thm, and backed, 
like one who by the pangs of love is nekecL 


Tq6 the SHAmnAmA of FfRDA U^t 

Then if the guxor fa^ awny ietitjre 
A f^limpse thcjroof, tk quickly Iq&t to wght; 
But on the following it seemeth mam 
And yioldGLti imto LliGo a larger iighU 
In faurUren days it waietli full and bright, 
In fourteen Tvaneth till its course is mn. 

Diininisliiag as night suecoodeth n%bt 
And drawing nearer to the Ulazing sun. 

Such was ihe nature giTon by God's decree 
And will be, while the moon itself shall be. 


§7 

^ 7ht Pfaitt of the Pnjphmi and hat CampanionM 

The Faith and ktiowlodge tnisty guides aro they. 
And *tk for thee to seek Salvation's way5 
If thou wnuldst have thy heart not sad, not see 
Thy spirit wretohed through etemity. 

To take the Prophet's teaching be thy part. 
There wash away the darkness of thy heart. 
What was it that He said, the insp^d trord. 

Of bkldmg and forbitldmg—Heaven's own word I 
*' I am the City of the Doctrine, he 
That k the gateway to it b 'Alf," 

1 witness that His heart b in that word 
Aa though, as thou raayst say, Hb voice I heard- 
Hegard then each companion and *Alf 
Aa those that gave iho Faith stability i 
These are the moons, the Prophet is the sun; * 
With them in union is the way tn mm 
Slave of the Pjophet'a daves with prabe I greet 
The dust upon his mandatarVs feet. 

V. 7 What olhem laiy to me is no eoncom. 

Thb b my way. from this I trover turn. 


J 


THE PRELUDE 
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Tto r^gnrdetb as » world, 

A a^a wbdfia wbvas uro driven hy the blmi; 

There sdventiy gallant ships go siiLhng past. 

Each with bar celuviis every stitch tinfurlciL 
One stately vessel b in bridal gear. 

As bcauteaim os the eye uf chanticleiar. 

Mubammad and *A1I arc ibeie within 
That staudy vessel, they and all their kin. 

The sikgD beiiulding from afar that sea 
Of viewless sbora and depth, and wwc that be 
Must face the waves whe^ oU must drown. " If I 
Sball go down with Muhiiuimod and ^Alf ” 

He sfkitb, 1 sink in goodJj cdtupEUiy, 

And surely He will reseuc me from iU^ 

Who is of standard p crown, and thrune the Lord^ 
The Lord of wine, of honey, and nf rilL 

Of founts of milk and floods which spread abroad.** 
If on the other world thou fix thfne ^es 
Keep olo«e beside the Prophet and 'Alb 
And, should iU follow, lay the blame on nic^ 

Who take myself ibe course that I wJvistL 
In this Faith was I bofn, in this will die; 

The dust upon the Licm^i foot mn L 
Thy heart, if prone to err^ is llnne own foOx 
And nan the world mare abject misofeants know 
Than hateis of All, for bom in shame 
Ato they, and dcBtined to etemo] flame} 

Take not this world m jest, but walk with iboae 
Whose steps are rights right as thine end propose 
^ thou wouldst be with men of glorious name. 

Why do J t4k §0 bngf 1 fail to see 
A limit to uiy theme's fertility. 


THE SHAhnAMjII op PiktyAUS! 
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fs 

On ihe CompifaHrm of ihn Ehdhuftma 

’I > All have gone sweeping in the gartli cf lore 

And wbflt ! tell huh &U be^q told before, 

But ihougli iipfiH IL fniit-trefl I obtd.tn 
N^o pl4ict3, and purpose nut to climl^ btill be 
Tbnt sheUerelh beneath a lofty tree 
WlII from Its aliodaw mmo pTotaotion giun X 
A fuuting du rtie boiighe too I mny find 
Of yonder tshady cypress afler all 
For having left this history behind 
(X famous kings os my Tnemorial 
Deem not these legends lyiog^ fantasy^ 

As if the world were always in oao stay. 

For most accord with sense, or anjTS'ay 
Contain a tnoroL 

In the dayrr gone by 

There wab an Epic Cycle spread broadimst 
Among the learned orehmageSp and at last 
A certain pAla<Uii, of rustie birth, 

A man of aourago, wisdom, rank, and worth, 

An antiquary, one who ransatjked earth 
For any legends of the ages past. 

Intent on learning what mighi yet bo known. 
Called hoar archmi^cs onl of every eUme, 

To ask about the annole of the throne, 

The famed successful boroes of old time, 

AVhat men weto doing in those days that we • 
Inherit such a world of mbety^ 

And bow each day beneath auspicious skies 
Thoj carried out some daring enterprise. 

The archmagos told tboir logondary store, 

How this world fared and what kings undertook. 




THE PRELUDE 
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And lislQiiiK! to tho men of loro 
Ho lidd the basis of llie fEimous boakt 
Which now romtttnolli his mooiprihk 
Atnid iho pliiULLita both of i^reiiL and smsJh 
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0/ the po^ DtU iki 

Now, when the roadora of the boolt had brong^ht 
The stories into T^ogue, all hearts were caught. 

At loofit Jitnnfig the DiOD of par La and thought. 

A brilliant youth well Bkillod in poetry 
Aruee, of ardent mind and eloquent; 

^ I will re tell these tales in TOfse,” said ho, 

And OYCiy one rejoieed at his intent-; 

But vicietis habits wore bia Etiends. ikough we 
Should hold all vices foes that we should dread. 
And deoth, approaching nneipeotedly, 

Imposed its gloomy helmet on hJs head« 

He gave bis life to and earth ne'er gave 
Him true enjoyment for a single day 
While fortune quickly turned its faco away ^ 

He perished by the bond of his own Have^ 
Departing thus he left tkoso tales of j'ore 
Untold; their wakened fortune slept onuo more. 

O God I forgive his faults, and in Thy grace 
Assign him at the lost on honouTcd place. 


IIqv fAs premU Book am l^erpm 

Mine ardent heart turned, when Dakikl fell, 
Spontaneously toward the fninian throne; 

■* If I can gat the book 1 will retell," 

I said* the Lolea in language of mine own.'* 


THE SHAHNIuA of PlSDAUSt 


i ro 

1 imked of persons more tilian I ovm 
For 1 WAS fofirfijJ as tim^ passed away 
'fhat life would not siiBiefl, but tlmt 1 too 
Should loavo t.ho wwk for uthor hondB to do* 

There wm besides a deartli of patronage 
For BTich a work \ thore was no pnrehas^rv 
It was a time of war, a Ktrailonod ago 
For those who had petitions to prefer. 

]!^tueli time elapfiod. I still oonoealed &om all 
My seoret purposop for I could not fioe 
Ono who was worthy to partake with mo 
This onterprfsa. What in this world oaa bo 
iioro excellent than noble words ? Men coll 
Down blo&sings on them, men both great and small. 
Good words bad God vouahsafud not to provide^ 

How had the Prophet ever beon our guide I 
V. Id I had a doM friend m the city* thou 

Hndst ELoid : * ■ They twain have but one akiii." One day 
He said: "1 like thy scheme; pursue thy way ; 

Thy feet are in the right direction now, 

I undertake for my part to procure 
This luiciant PorBian hcK>k; but bo not slacks 
Of youth and eloquence thou hast a £itore, 

Thy speech possc^^eth too the aneiont anmcL 
The stories of our kings afresh relate, 

And roifio thy repuUtion with the great.'* 

Ho brought tho volume to mo and anon 
• The rlarkness of my gloomy soul waa gone. 

§11 

In Prai§ff tff Alni Son of Muhamrr^mi 

When I obtained the voliinio a gtandoo 
Of noble lineage and conapicuoua worth, 

Still in his youth, a paladin hy birth* 


THE PRELUDE 


til 


Posatjwing pmdenca, mi, and energy, 

A it>rd of coaoscl tmd of modesty, 

To heat whose gentle Accents was toy joy, 

Said unto me: What meanA can 1 employ 
To make thee give thy life to poetjy f 
1 will do nil and hide thy poverty/" 

He used to tender me m nne wanid tend 
Ripe Apples, lest a brc-alh of wind alioiild spoil; 

Thus through that noble and kind-hearted friend 
I sonrod to Saturn from our grimy soiL 
In bb eyes gold and silver were as duat 
While rank gained Instm Earth seemed vllu 
indeed 

Before hiiiL Hu was brave and one to trust. 

And when he perished was as in a mead , 

A lofty cypress levelled by a gust. 

I SCO no trace of him aUve or dead; 

By murderous Crocodiles his life was aped. 

Woe for that girdle and thet gudlestesd, 

That royal lutim, that high imperial head] 

Bereft of him my heart’s hopes ceased to be, 

My spirit quivered like a iriJlow-tree; 

But f bethink tno, to redress tlik woo, V. t* 

Of counael whioh to that groat prince I owe | 

Ho said : Th is Tale of Kings, if \m thy fate 
To tall to Lhe great king dedicate/" 

Those words gave solcioe to my heart; there catno 
Thereto a jsenso of gladness and cantont ; 

1 took in blind my stoiy in the name 
Of him who is o'er kings pre-eminent. 

The lord of earth, the lord of croim and throne, 

Whose conquering fortuno sleep hath never 
known. 


tbe sHAnr^AMA of firdavsI 
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Praise r?/ SuUdn Mahm^t 

Nftor, frijioe tli& TUftking of the ’W^orld was doQe. 

Hath such a king hEon scon by hLiLoan eye; 

The orown above \im LlirDne is like the sun, 

And uiaketh earth as bright as Ivory. 

How oaust thou say: *’ It is the sun indeod "*? 

From hiui by far more glorious rays prooood. 

Abul K&sim 1 this alUvictorioufl one 
Hath sot his throne yet higher than the sun ! 

Hifl are the rays whioh iUuatrato the stsyp 
His is ihe Grace which oponetb afar 
Yon mimes of gold. 

Awt^ke my elumboring star. 
Ideas poured through my brain luiuulcnously. 
Methough t: Tlio timo for apeoMng in good ai>oth 
Hath come, the outworn ago regaineth youth." 

By thoughts of this great mouarcb CK^irupied 
1 fell asleep one night with lips all praise. 

While my free heart, although my lip were tied, 
Shone in the dark. Then 1 behdd in sleep 
A di c^htig lustre rising from the deep 
And making by the bright ness of its rays 

The gloom of earth like glittering gems. The waste 
Grew like brocade beneath that radiant lights 
And in the uddst a turquoise throne was plaeed. 
(Tpou the throne there sat a moon-liko king 
With on hifl head a crown for covering* 

His army stretched two miles. To left there wore 
Seven hundred elephants In all their mighL 
Before him stood a trusty minister 
To guide him to the Faith and to do right. 
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By that SIiah’M by all thm^ trmpps DUtjqiiieAd 

Anti uuglity clcphanUi my bujul waa dasrarb 
And m upon hb royal iMin I gmsed 
To that illufitriouii company I laid ;—^ 

" h this tha aky and mooQ, or thronn and cmwn f 
Are ihaflti his soldiors or the stars coma doti n ? 

One answQTod i Tin tho king of Hum and Ind, 

King from Konniij o'on Ki tho river Sind, 

Whilo in Tdriin and in Iran men give 
As slavea obedience lo his ifiil and Uva 
Thereby^ Witli jualice docked ho mrih and now. 
That donoi hath sot the crown upon his broa\ 
Mahmiid tho worldlord, dio great Shdh, doth 
bring 

Together sboop and wolf for watering. 

The monarohs from Kaahmfr down to the sea 
Of Chin nre instant m hb oology, 

And children yet within thuir cots proc^laim 
With lips Lmweanitd as tlioir first word his nsme 
Do thou too tell his prako, fur thou const speak. 
And through him everlasling glory seek. 

All do his bidding imd keep foaUy«*^ 

Whun 1 awakened to tny foot 1 sprang, 

Oh I what a while that night his praise I sang! 

No dracliinj bad I but pcuimi my soul, Aiid mud 
To mine own heart : ** My dmam U jusllBcd, 

For hiia renown is latent far ami wide**" 

Then praise to him who praisetb the Moat High 
For sleepless furLune, crown, and signet-ring. 

His glory moketh oarth like garths ta spring 
With flower-paintcKl sail and cloudy sky— 

A aky wlienoa la their Feasan showers eotno 
And make the world a garden of Iratn. 

What good is in frin his justice givetli* 

His name alone U beard where any li^eth. 
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A bouQlooiiH liL hiiiic|Uijt5 thou wilt iinth 

A fiharp'clawod Dmgoti in the friiy tnfjAuwhilo; 
Ho ia jLn elophiint, hnlh Gabrior^ iniiid, 

Ihinrli; liko a wintor-cluud^ hcftit liko the Nile. 

*J When ha Li oppojdng fciirtiiiiie''i might 

1h^ m dCudrH wurLhlt^ Ln his Enght ; 

To lioosit of n^rown and hoard m not hbi part, 

And war and tmTml darken not his hoark 
All those who aro mnong his fostcrllngBj 
Freeborn or otharriKO> hut noble 
Devoted liii^e^ of the king of kings. 

With loins girt ready to porforni his will, 
llavo each a provinGo under their control, 

Eaoli hath his uame inHcribwl nn OTory rtilL 
The fojrotnoiit is his brother* who in jisais 
Is yoimger, but in counige hath no peers ^ 

They who are Oourtiers of his Graoe acquire 
Joy in the shadow of the age's king, 

For he who hath Nahsiru'd-Diri for sire 
Hstli round his throne the Pleiads in a ring, 
And is tho lord of piowess, rude^ and might 
In whom tho nobles, one imd aU, delight, 

Xajct is the prsnee of Ti'ts, a vaUunt lord 
Who mncketb lions in the batE lo-tida, 

And lavifiheth what fortune may accord 
To him, dcBiiing honour, naught besides 
Hh leadeth men t.a God; hin prayer is still 
ITiat tho Shah a bead may be preserved from ilL 
May earth ne^'or see that royal head go down. 

And may tho SliAh nojoico for over thus. 
Possessing health of Ludy, thronOp and crowii, 
UnpainiKh untroubled, and victorioTia, 

Now to the opening of my work oneo more 
To tell the tales of famaiis kings of yara 
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THE PlSUDlDLVN DYNASTY 





Tbo poet tfllli the hifttory of the first Um ShaliMof in£a, diacErllHA 
thd prOigTWBA of tbd world froin bnrbuifliii to ctiltiirp, mid th^a 
InrontSon of tbd ftrU uid tfduhooVt untl finftiljr liow tho Graee 
du[iiirlotI from tlM t’utfaiUdi&o Dyimsty the nnwiartliiEiBiii 

wid d£^uon»7 U iit r^reiMiiUtiinepu 


KOTE 

Tho word Pl»licydLui, the onniQ giron to tho ShittiB of tho first 
InhuAU Dj'outy, iTumiin thoss of tho oSd hkW or orl^nol dispenA^ 
tiol^ ZonMAtriiufiKiii wm hoilt hpmi an old&r fotmdatbii of 
iiAtiiro-wnnhLp, to which ll bffiLfi sottiu iucli rekticin m tb& Nirw 
Tofftoment boErfi to tho Old, f Ino of tho ^odi pf the iildor f^th-^ 
Alinni^ tb# Asuni uF liidiii—tlip miprouio Ahnn 

Miijedii^ pf tbo now lUixMiiMtinQ, nn d tho Urmuid pE the ShilhiiiiJiu. 
Aooprdingljr GAiiVrmirtf tho first F^lvUi m tho posmr U oKprwlj 
mcogtiioi^ in the S^daviiatA, m tho first worabittper uE UndusiL^ 
HiishsPfT^ the Bpoond ilhiLh, iitstitntos tho m^rship of fire —m 
ahAroototistio foaturo of ZonMotmiiLiiiL Unaiuul In tho Esndiw 
TTuts lEutkoi ■ Hi^unsnt with Yhnai tha foorth fihiiht and trip* to 
poTioindo him to uiidortaleo tho |nri oF kw^l^or oftorEwds ukan 
hy Eoroastpr^ hat Yhiu thmagh mcidpatj doctinOL 

Sk^rc^rwiUiiti tlioreforo in a nenio oiiited hoforo ZomiFtor, 
with whose i&dt’etii the ZsndavpBtA flods ; hfioce ihuro is lofJi 
ADwdhroziiBiii ttuiu nu^bt bo sappueod In tbo oUuikiDB, often nindn 
In. thra pfirlier laarti of the pDOQif tO' fire^Wofllhlp^ tho ZsodaTmstft, 
■Jid similar mAtteni, Zprusster was tho irvt redplent ol the 
wnptsU roTohitiiin- 
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gaiiJmart 

HE HEIG^ED FOH THIRn^ YEARS 


AROITMEICT 

Uia fir»t ShiJi wid the flint Tvhr oC tbn worlds tncun 
Uh) fj| Abnniftft^ wba wmli n bwt. dii^v to ultock bbiip 
oominsTkliH] bjr the SlAdk wirii uf Aliniaiii]. 8ij:i£iiink^ 

tbo WH) id Gnibrniifl^ ^tb nu tktmf RDoiiiinton IIm H l^lt [kEr 
wnd ifl ibuop bni ii by bti uotk wbn to 

tbv thruiw c?ii duAtb ot Ui ifniid^tlrar. 


iiOTK 

Tb«i iK)«t In bin fK<^uiit of (liuibn^ inmah Fiorwiruin 

lum In iht Bnndidiiib Urniiwl U ^iimiaiitod &■ (irst cTuniiniR 
twci boin^tv — tb« mpmontiitiii'M ot muikiiidf sod of tlw nninuUn 
uhI pknt*^ wpeotlr^ly. Tbm wre sod Uw PiiineTmj 

ih^ Far thusa thoussud jmn iboy Uto 4 )»|]pily sod rnimoWatod 
in tbo world uf UrtEiioe^ At: ihm ■i;^rmiion of tbl* ]wr^ 
Abtinmn osmilod Uw crEstiiiii of Cnottcd, sod aIoiV boib lh» Dm 
sncl GstAnuLTt; but Ibo Isttar titrviipod tbtt Eiifinor by thirty |iBKrt^ 
whbrfa bamino tbu duimtioo of Uw («l{(n <if th« fint Slvlb In tiiu 
pouni. ThoCbt in ipiTO orifil] to tbs pbinls sAd siiliusJsp 

Mid (iftiiimiut to tlw bfsi hutUAU wupAfl—Ifiibys < sod Mtkhy^d^ 
who io turn pcu^uosii ofliiFiiog suung whwh wm Hiyliiuikp irlw 
it TpprnKintod mm tbs ioti of ilsioiosrt to tbs 8ldJitiiinia. Iji tbs 
pwnj, too, thu stuck tm Gsiitoisrt it ouyto SodSroctty % mcsni 
of tbo Block DfV| mi dimUy by Abrisiiii h in tbs ItonffAbbik 
Tbs nsdur msy bn rsi&iiiibnl thsl liw BuiHlsblth li s IMilsri 
^Sftioti uf the k«t book of ttoi Ji^BO^lsrsjits kouwii ss tim Ibiniiluld 
oi ^‘ rsAn priducod," 


ir| 
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It irOl ha noticed thnt Quilmojrt bi itntnrl to hnvn miuki liSi hnitui 
upon ft moiintai£k. MuntritalD* warn Inuknd upon u iticrnd [hLnm 
in old tmioi Hi hoing niinrar hiHivnn, UrutitEd rov«ali the ZandA- 
¥fkiti to S^ 3 T«EkatiEn- on tlon tnnimtHm dl tiin IhjI^ QiizEiittanm.^ In 
thii diraion yf luimkiiiiJ into CAatoe in tbo rnigu of JAEEtihJd thn 
miKtintnini 02^ xpeoinUj mat apart for ibn prieetn^ Thu motlior 
nl Farfdi'in with luer infnut mn takns mfi^n with »hol^ li^rtflit 
wliu dwulLt on Ifonnt Albori^ aifd tlmm too Kni Unb^d^ thn 
rnnnikr of thn Kajaiiinn Dyuiiity,. meulrofl iho nnwn nr lue 
to tin tlifOtie^ 


Tlir Grwdnm Gaiihmtri trmi Ettvjf 0/ Jhiiman 

WImt siwth the nietio bortl I Who firat de£^r:d 
To gain the etowTi of pnwer ^moDg mnokintl f 
V. 14 Who pLiOed the dladom upon hii brow ? 

Tho record of those days hjith peiidied now 
Unle«A one, haying b)mo in meuinry 
Telea tolti by siro to ivon^ daclEne to tboe 
Wlio WHS tbo first to use the tojbI atyk 
And sIchkI the hesd of ell the mighty file. 

He who Qompiled the imcieut legendeiy^ 

And tales of paladinSp saith Gaiiimart 
inTontEnf erown and throne, and was i\ SbAli. 

This order. Grace, ami lustre came to earth 
When Sol was duininant in Aries 
And shone so brightly that the world grew youngs 
Its 2onl was Galumart^ who dw^elt at first 
Upon a Enoimtain; thence his throne and fort tine 
He anil aU his troop wore lotrpard-skiiiifi^ 
And under him the arts of life began. 

For food and dress wore in their infancy* 
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lla rciigned o'er all the eartii for tJiirty yeare^ 
in geodno^ Uka a buu upon Lbe throne, 

And afi & ruU moon o^cr a kftj cy|jre5a 
So ahono he &tiin the aeat of of kin^ 

Tlio caLLk and tho dircra beaetw of prey 
Grow tamo beforo bltn^ men trtood notp omat 
Before bis throtio but l^nt, as thiiugb in prayer, 

Awed by iJie splaDdomr of bia high Dstate, 

And tbanco rocoIvDd thoir Faitk 

He bad a ion 

Named Siydmak, ambitious IDto bis siro^ 

A youth well favourud, skillod, and fortunate, 

His fatboFs Life, whim joy was gEtzing on him. 

That fruitful odslioot of tho ancient atom, 

'fhal Life tb© father oborishod Ecnderly, 

And wept for love, consiimed by dread of pariLog. 

TbuA lime passed on’word and the kingdom 
prospered, 

For Gaibmart had not an onoiuv V. 

Except, in aecrot, wicked Ahrinjjuw 
^Vho led by envy sought the upper baml. 

Ho had a son too, Uke a Havsge wolf 

GroiiTi foarloBH, iUid a host of watrionk 

The son oaaembled thfise and fcpO'ugbt bss BirOi 

ICosolvod to win the groat Shdh'a throne oncl erown, 

WhoBO fortune joined with that of Siyatuak 

Miulo the world black to binu He told bk purpose 

To every one and Blled the world with clftmonr; 

Hut who told GaiAmart about the f^o^ 

Tbfl L'lx^ Sunlsh appeared in faby'-form, 
fledigbt with leopard-skin, loid told the king 
The projects thal his foes were harlKiutintf. 
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Iftw wew Siam fry fhi ffam( of /ftf? jTfr 

Ifowfi of that foul dfv*B aoLs raaobod Biir'Amak* 

Who liitoDod eagoj-ly; hm lioart ^ootbcd up 
With rago. He pitbetc^ troops, arrayerl biniflolf 
III leopard-atinp for mail wna yet UDWorti, 

And woQt to fight. Wbou bost met boat ho came 
In i^nt nnanned to grapple with the Bon 
Of Alintnan. That borriblo Bliick IMv 
Oliatebed at, bent down that prince of lofty atAtnre 
And rent him open, Thufl died SiyAniak 
By that font hand and left the army chisHe^. 

When Qidiirnart hoard this the world turned black 
To himp ho left bis tbrone, he wailed aloud 
And loro hui face and body witb his nails; ; . 

His ehtH^ks were smirched witb bloody hh heart was 

broken. 

And life grow sombre* All the Roldicna wept. 

Consumed upon the dam os of woe, and wailed 
As clad in turqiioiBo-celoured garb they stood 
Before the portal of the ShAli* AB oheeka 
Were wino-redp for all ayea shed tours of blood. 

Birtls, tun id beasts Ami tioroe^ tluek ed to the mountain 
With doleftil cries in ongnisb^ and dust rofle 
Heforo the eoiirt-gato of the mighty Shah 
li^Tjen one year had passed thus the blest Surdsh 
VVas sent by GlhIi ho greeied Guidmart 
And said; "Lament no mom, oontro] thyself, 

Do as 1 bid, eollect thy troops and turn 

Thy foemen into dust, relioro oRrlh's eurfiLce 

Of that vile dj v and tlime own heart of vengeance." 
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The fkmouH Sbdh lookcfi up wd ouTsed hiB foes, 
TbeOp calting by Lbe lilg^hefit df jiU munes 
t^pon his God, he wiped hia tcftre aw^y 
And prosecuted vengeance night and day. 


IJ 

Nrttt Gfti4»mrf tmii fifark Mv 

The bless^ SiyAmak hiui left a son. 

grandHire’a mmistrOr. a pnnee by name 
EusLang—a name iin plying sense and wisHmij, 

It WAS the Imt rostered and fondly ohembod. 

And ihercfore bemg set on war the Sbih 
rtenr. for the prince and frankly told him all :— 

^ I iiiean to gather tJNHips and raiae the war-^cry , 

JJnt thou lieing young shall lead for 1 am apetiL’* V. ir 
flo raised & host of fairies, lions, pardH^ 

And mvetuers, as wohoa and fearltas tigers. 

But took the rear, his grandson led the liost^ 

Tlio Black Ih? though in terror raised the dust 
To heaven^ but his eta we wer^i bringing slack 
Frayi-d by the roaring beDsta, HiiElLaiLg saw ihia 
And putting forth hh handi like lion'e paws 
Made earth too narrow for the lusty div, 

Then flayed lilni* lopping off his inonstronB hood. 

And trampled him in Ream thus flayed and shenu 
Tho days of Gaihiuart Lad resebed their cloec 
When he achieved this vengeanoc on his foes ^ 

He passed away^ the world was for hh heir, 

But ftCG who hath had glory to compare 

With hifl 1 He owned this tricky world and made 

Tho path of gain his path, and yol he stayed 

Not to enjoy^ for like a stoty done 

Is tbifi world 1 good and ill abide with none. 
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ht5shang 

HE REIGNED FORTY YEARS 

ABC.UMENT 

Haibon^ hu gnindfutliDt ii Siuik. He ii 

a gDst milttinf-hiirDf jiEid invuhti tlio^rUof vrarkiiig in 
iiric^atlDU^ Agrimiltmu, Hu lalrodiiDuf tbu UMi of d>.ituutnft 
Atiimoli khiI disi^iveni firo. Hu ioititutea lt» werihip. and ffHmdi 
tbo fe 44 t of 


SOTE 

Hi'udiaiig—tbo Hooib^nn^hA of tbu Zandaviuitii^u^iMKmtliii^ U> 
Hiu aldtir ttuthorltbirip %hu gnt Shdik ul Uui EtikbikiiUAC dyii4ffty, 
iknd tbe uot tbif kui^ of BijAmnk, giydnult mid him 

wife NiuhjLk pTodiUted a pair hmcu^ Frttviik and FnavdlubiiiT wbe 
produud In thuir turn dfteuTi pain* Of nlnu pAir* pro- 

needod mi tliu bnuk of thfi SonAolc tLhJii^b Lbd 
duiin of riTm^ bikoti und Kulfa fniroondini; tba ountiiol 

clime in tbn old oemna^ony' —^ tbe otlmr lim cbmcli tknd 
tbera, wbilo thu other lii pnirUp of whom HL^uhnng mid Me wife 
Goih&k wure unef JnumAiDcd ^ pauttnJ r^llmo within 

which Inin ii AituntfidJ 


i < 

n 0 0 / Il^hanff and Au cimlulnff Ati 4 

HufiliikDg, A jEiet and prudent ^Temign, 

V. I a Asaiimed hm grandiiirfi^s crown. For forty jorn 

HoaTcn tumeit nboyo Mdcl Ho was just and wifio. 

1 Wl'T, L s& 

ttt 
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He tod: ” I lord it the eevcn clnnas, 

Viotoriotis eveiywhore. My word ie kw* 

1 pmctbe bouut4>onsDess ftad otiuity j 
So hath God wiHoi^ 

Ho oivnked the world. 

And filled the surface of the eartli with juaiice. 

Ho woe the fint to deal with miDGrak 
And win the iron froni the rook by etiuft.. 

He gained more tnowledge and, inTcnttiig ^niiihing^ 
Made aie$^ saws, and timttodkK, Next he turned 
To irngation by caiiub and dueLfl; 

Grace niado the labour short- A» knowledge grew 
Men sowed and reaped and planted^ Each produaed 
The loaf wherci^f ha ate, sind kept Ida ntatietL 
Till then iiicn H^ud on fhi5i In pour ootalo 
And clod the nisei vea in kavea. Rcligioua rites 
Ejtktedp Gaiiininrt had worohippod Goi 
H dshong first, showed the fire within the stone, 

And thence through all the world its rudionce Ahoini- 


s ^ 

Uoft thfi F^tft t3f Sfiila trm FtMmtlni 

One day he reached a nieiintain with his men 
And saw afar a long swift dusky form 
With eyes like pools of Hood and jaws vboEO smoke 
BedLuiujod the world. Hiishong the wary sciLwtl 
A alone, fidvanced and hurled it royally. 

The workhoonHUming worm escap^, the atnric 
Struck +>n a lorgerp and they b<ith were shiTcroiL 
SpiLrks issued and the centres GoahecL The fire 
Came from, its stony hiding-pkeo ogam 
When iron knocked. The worldlortl oflhix^i praiae 
For such u radiant gift. He made of fire 
A cynusiuro. This lustre is diTlne,** 

He aaid/' and thou if wbe uniat worship it.'* 
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Tb&t ELLg^ht bo oicuie a m^hty fala^, bo atood 
Araimd it with hiE men and held the fecust 
Called Sadnj that bright festiTal reimvineth 
Ajh hifi mf^moriiilp and nsaj earth see 
More royal benefactors like to hinu 
By Grace and kingly power dorpestiftating 
Ox, ass, and flheep he tamed them to good use. 

“ Pair them/' he awd, ^nse them for toil, eojoy 
TJieir produce, and provide therewith your 
He dew the furry roTOTB for their skins, 

Such ae the sqairrel, erimne, fox, and sable, 

So jJeak of hairj tho rovers Glothed the talkera 
He gave, spent freeljj ond enjoyod the fmit. 
Then passing took naught with him but repute. 
In life no little share of toil bad bo 
In mnsbgs past all count and gramiuai^^ei 
And when a better hfo was his olsowhote 
Ho loft the throoe of greatncKS to his ticir. 

The tiniD that fartune gave Mm did not last 
For long, Hiishcuig, the wvm and prudent, passed. 
To thee too thiB world will not give its love^ 

Nor will it from its face the voU romovo. 
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tahjiiJras 


tahmCras, the binder of the dIv, 

RETONED THiaiT YKAJLS 

AROUMKSfT 

T^hmuTu, 4ho icifEi of continual hii mixk am » 

in Lhu d<iii]Drti4«tioii cil Kninuili, IImi invention of 
4 ^, oanqiutB Add «niilAirBa AhiizEiAiit Add ddfmti the 

dfnij wliEMO livM b& ijiAi^Eii im tJutt tUny ilmll Idach 

him thd Art of writing. 


NOTE 

Arcordin^ to tltt BuiidAhwh, TiUimiiTiiA—ih» Tmkhdu Uru|» 
uf tho ZnodATAitA —wmi tLd j^rtiddiod Hi^ibAngi, And tlw 

brother of JnniAhid. who^ bowntdr, u mrprefloiitfid At hi# #nTi in 
thd pocdL. The legend of tb# binding nf Ahrimen hj TAhmnr## 
L» abtetaI iLdm# idi3£itioned eh the ^AndATAirlii, utrbdFd he li m- 
prseonted Om thAt he mmy aonqiflilt aU datOiHM Adil 

toBtLf dll iarcereTi end CAirifUit AhiimAD, tttmfid fnto 

the #bApu of d hdTw^ aH Amtiikd tha enrtli far thirty ymr*^ Fnim 
ether ■our4.-4H ffi& l(»m thdt AlaimAia, while kefft u a shiw^er 
hf TdhmUTAAt pnrroaded the Idtter^i wife to fmmal her bdAbimd-# 
■ecrtrta. Add Acting cnqi the izih>niiatioil thii# gAiEied ihrotf off 
TWhmdtA* Add iwAllnwed him while he vna tiding down Moniit 
AIbnnL Ylm (Jamjihfd)^ tuiiTnig ot hlj httithcr'a miffortniK* #tKH 
ceedod id drAgging the cerpH fmdi the entniili ef the fkitid, And 
thu# ruitured the coltnie of ihe world which liad periihed with 
TAhmurAB." • 


’ DSSA, Up 

* id. ajAt CuLAp WPT+ ilir 60 p And dote- 
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TbE^ nmdair wiU tiortfi iho r0mp]iQd.rdLtictii dF LIid Bliick DKir hi thip 
m^fii nfUsr hip jipiJO-rontly cL>nipIytD iJoptmction by HtbihArj^. Tins 
lixplatuutidn {HJUriti Im thut tho nim uF tby pant ii to Tolilow 
h» ftntharitiMS not ti:^ imka onTipiflt^t itamt. Uo li hore Juid- 
iritfa piK^tlmr IvgEiud, iu> ih^ Bkck Dir 


i I 

TVi^THifneui smmiM fhe rfirenw, «M.T 7 ?fs sew Arit^ 

/Aff D{t% ofiA fUa 

paflfiEi^secl vl wise mlcI noble sen 
Higtt TiiliiiLilE-Qia—the Binder of the Di't— 

AVho tonk tho tbroDe and girt hiE ]oim to rulo* 

Then oallcd the wchmages imd in gracions words 
Said: “ Tlirotio Jond priUce* crown and mace atJil cap 
Ate mine to-day, and when my rede hath purged 
The world a nioiiiitiim-top slioJl be my fooUtoot. 

I will reGimiD the DiV^ will supreme, 

And use the naefnl for the comuion golcL" 

Flo sheared the doeks, tmd men h^dn to Bpm i 
Hq thus invented clothes and draperioa^ 

He choac Lhe swiftest ijuadnipeds and made thorn 
To food on barley^ grass, and hiiy; he noLod 
The shyest of the beasts of proy^ and chooe 
The jackal and the chce tab, hiring them 
From hill and plain, and taught them to obey him. 
Among the wolhamed birds he ehoae the hawk 
And noble falcon, and began to tame them 
While men looked on aixuL^edp His orders wore 
To rear the birds and iipeak to them with kindnci^ 
He brought the cocks and hone to crow at drunibceh*' 
And turned all hidden properties to use. 

Ho said: "" Address yonr prayers and pToisc to Him 
Who niado ilio worlth and us to ndo the bcuists: 
Fralse l>e to Him, for He direeted 

* tntmS. pL 4^ 

P Tlu ilnuaa bcBl-Dti mitpldo jAlaaaii In Qlb EopL mi daini_ 
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FTo liiul a fatutKl nud IsonoffL umufetiCr 
By imme Shfclilsp, an uptight man whq took 
Xo SHtep unJisas tawnni juslim Thttiiigh tho day 

Hi> foalL-d, through tlw night ho pfmyod, <md liv^ 

In (jhnrity witli dU TJio Shih a guoil fort tine} 

Wits his oak iv^ialthi ill duors he raitraujod 

And taught liiu Shiib nil giHKl, ociknowlodgbg 

No rank hiji ^xocllcinao till TfthmumjiH 

l^urgofi of his fEiulta iwid glorioun «ith the CltiiflBi 

Bound Ahrlnian with Hp<'<lh and rodo hitn hoMwiaa 

At whiloA around the world, Thortral tho diva 

Kebtdtinl and hold a f?onckvo, for thwlr tbrorio 

Of gold WDJ void. When Tahmufcy! was w an? v. n 

Ho wikrf ouragod aiid Apoil^^i the IT tmfBckuig, 

Girt him with Gmoo and tcR^k his fiiaaasiro niAOO. 

Thi^n all tho cUvi md warlock# sallioil forth^ 

A huge iiiaghiinJi hosL Tlio Blnok Dfv led thorn 
And Tapourefl. whilo their ahonta nffroniwi hoavoa, 

It darkoucKl, earth turned Kahle and all oyea 
Grow dun. Tliu illuj^triaua worldlord TahiiiAriiia 
Advanodcl girt up for kittlo and revenge. 

Thom wore the foaf of flame and reek of dfra, 

Here were the warn or# nf ihe lord of earth* 

Who ranked hia iroopa and speedily prevailed. 

For of the foe ho bound the moat by spolia 
And quelled the nthers with hi» mofi^ivo maoe. 

The captivea bound and fitriokon begs^cd their live#. 

** Dofitroy us not.'' they aaid," mid we will teach theo 
A now and fruitful arL^ 

Ho i^ave tfafltii quaitor 

To IcArii iJicir socrot. Wbon they worn rulowiod 

They hail to Kcr^o him, Ht ha nimd with knuwlodgo 

And tatigbi him how lo write wnio thirty seripu 

Such a» the Huiuoti. Panim), Arnhio, 

Bi]]{hdf. Chlnf, and Pohlart, and thiit 

DcUnoAto souada. How tnoiiy boUor wta 

* 
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THE SHAHsAMA of FlRDAUSt 

Explored he in » rdgn of thirty yoam^ 

Yet pussed awey t Hh time of life was epent 
And all hU toils beeatoe his monuuit^nL 
0 World I OAreas not thaao whom thou wilt kood. 
Cut oC for sueli camssing Is so boon; 

Thou raisest one to very heaven on higii, 

Then biddest him in sorry duet to lie. 






IV 


JAMSHlD 

HE HKtGNEH SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS 

ARGUMENT 

ii]oi»<Hlii hln futhor Ti^hm^rna » ainJ IjcKKiuifsi tl3«i 
taiA luoit fwi>Tii of tho culinra hiamoi. Ho ontitbopi 
tho Work of Lift prodluotHumcft^ makeft id^tioiu of Lift own, and 
bitriMlnDBft iLe and taLoatnftliii of !H«. flu dhrldfia mnb- 

kind tntiii fciqr «yil«a or elouea Ha tniveli orur ill* Wlirld^ and 
ift Um flrirt to onxi tbn am in Jihipa Re MplitM iy tha nion 
ol tho ftlr, oLtMiiift iii jmd Lirea in aror clopor eK^mmiiuin with Gf^i 
Ahrinum Li mudfiruit^] ^WDrloi# liw and ilaatli cimma, 

luiii Ihu World poBicift iLrou^fa t1i» Goldoti Apin. Ai Inngtlif ii|idilKKl 
hr ftiieoau^ Januihifl crmies to tLiiik llimaulf GchI^ uni mdun tiaaB 
dfivirw iMinnnni uludl ho paid to hinuiBtf alorut TIhs Gmoa iif God 
abandunM hitii. AlirliiiAn la iiiKluiiuad anii Invitca ZahLiik, who Luo 
twLiuiiau hift iikfttrmuout, lu iiuiJw w&T Of; Januhldi. And tLa Uii^ 
1« Hkin. 


NOTE 

Junfthid, iu wn hava fiinimdj jonii^ l« Hvi bnpihort not tba 
of TahmiVnu in the oldor fonn of tLu loftanda. With t\m roign 
of JamiLlri tin* VihLok ZatidATuift, uiil Shi ihn ^ m A moat oq 
pt^aoniL In llii> VoiUa Mnnu aiid Ynimk Are thu twin ftiiiift o 
Viroivnt.^ thn bright nt ftLinirig anfli aA tbo fttlfl. MAtHl ia thp 
pingATiitfir and laW)Eir«r nf tile Arywii nflu nnd VamA ia a jpdL^ 
Xn tils' SlanjlarTU-tA Yimn ia tha WOEl dF Vii^angllat, lA llm Itiifllan 
NoAhf hoa A poronant with (Jod, and Lt ofaTud lllin tl* poat 
affcarranlfl Aii£iopt49d Lj Zoroaatsr. lu tlia kgund nf ihu hulhiitiit 


* PJUi, It. JI. 
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lyi THE SHAHff-L\tA OF FIROAVst 

rtf liiB Var, nr imderurminil in anUcipntlnn .if tlm w..- 

FirJniMi’..»! tl» arrlL.tocHiri^nchicr^ 
nienta nf Jnniiihffl : ■' 'rtu»i Vimji BM.1 nfitliin UimiH-!i; *^1 

I maiwfi.. to n,»ko tUl Va™ M Ahtm. b«. 

inn to mwkuf’ Ami Ahlirtt Miiinlii. mud unt^. \ima; O tair 
Yinin, .on nl Vi.-ar^jluvU Cnuih tfm onrtli witli a « ^ 

thv hnol, niid tilt'll kniuid H irith thy hnnii.* Jin thw [..tbcr .h«. 
wh^D knwuimg tho ,-,ttor'. nlay. . , / And IpTm. nintla n 
lone Mattdiiig'tflOlind.on srety .win <■? Wionni. . - . 
ho is.uUi*heJ dn-oltinK-plncOt. WHJii.tlfij' of » hrmaJ «llb > lirtlwnyt 
a oMlrtjiiftl, and a ^pilhiTy. In tho Ur«ort pitrt of the p a™ he 
™de rtniDt.,in tlm mUMle tiifuO In thn .R^l^ 

Hu in df«ribod a* brlcht Yiiiia.tbfi .hophum , , . 
bn nilotl orer thn mV «1 KnrthTftrn. |Clifne.> of thu earth, over 
t ho ,l>* i'a.(domon.).ndnieil, . . . Hoirbn tonk fwm the 
tratli ripbijR tjuil wtiUafflt miil mio 

Glor^, Itk whfwn aliiiawnts (fruwi ariiJ f1nnb> ^ra 

liuv^iVlEjlins fur areittui^B, flucbi imd iiiidTtfi 

WTktDni and pEantrt ireit? inulr^TI{F; in Mlgn tliure wna 

m^Uhur etdil wiTid our hot ^rind, ncithor nkl tint dwth, nur 
ifhiry ma*lp bj ttli> In th^ timy* beftiro lili Ik. Ijuforp bo 

berrun to hftVfl in wurdii of fttlsabiHiil and imtnith- Birt 

wk^-n hu io ImTu -teliijbt ID wcink of ralfitilnicK! lini iintnithp 

tho CUoiy Vim noon tni flciU RWtty from him fn tlni sliapu of a bfcrd. 
Whon CfTory W diftappiajiittd. th«n tlio limn * . ^ tbu- 

mHfd Hhopliord, trombkd ami w^u^ in Borrow Winm Hu 
me eoTif oimdod, and J»id hStn rkwo oli t.]l« etooxuL'^ F-lsuwhoro hk 
Nin« aawn aanndifr i j tnolitiomul, tlw m’t not liuj l»g reftirtod drtoct Ly 
to 5Uhkik hilt to SpltjTiim, lio wbu Sttwod lima In twain/ “ 

Spitiiiirm Wn# B brothar of Yiimt'a Ho is not tnuniUm^ m tbo 
Sbilhn^irs but tlm HJimity botwoan brotboris, lo ^Wuiolorirtio^^ 
ILutom lify, ompa up Bpiiiin and in thn ^hnern, ThiiP thu 

ttt’o bri.tbur^ of Furidun omry nmJ try to nnink^r bioi, ana tlio 
nioLdout reenrt with m**T^ dsaMtroqa nuBulta ill tho ciiBOOr FiiHiibn a 

n#II amifl. ...Pi r i_ 

Tho diviEoti int<i islaloa also Appem Iti tlio /iimlftVJiatn* Whore 
Ihikth tjna thnw ami this cmIoB are moiitinnHd, and tho 
tbrt* BXO thurci Itjitod tn luiVO twutk Insritntffll by Zfirnajitof^ who 
plaoud bk threo nftrtbly aoni at thn hewl gE thurcL* In thn poem 
thuy are tho initilutinn of hia great ppmlooaaior Jormihiil. 

Jomjibjd il ft cuntrocrtbin of \ ima and KliahUfJta (bin;;).* 


I 1>ZA, I. [Jk * 

* /d. JOI. and Bes MZA. lib 


* /cf. arj7. 

^ liEi^ 3X7' 
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For w liitrrriluctkiiUp p. ja 

ZoJiliitk will ]>v E|i4i1t witk under Kie pmper f Tmt it ntAy 
l^}i> out with rQf^ird to tho ntmnp^D itory nf HI* W!tcrund hd^ 

owin^ to tho plimiurua o£ tho tMe^ tlmt in ihm HuiirlAhiJih Miinhym 
nuii MfliibriM—this ^hdgiuAl liiiniAii . wiw> apiHirtiiitlj* At firit 
lived qntindy wiLtcr^ mv ittfituid to pttrinkc of ititsiijpDr mmtj 
owhi£f to tl^lr tqIIaJi tar thfr iruUmf norU l^ivLia^ tiikun tiroen thom 
by tllio 

ElniwHero in tlw uniu wiirk wo itiad; '*lhk tlni lAiLitm rrf 
ihit mnizTBctunk find Ntirro MiMtep-Wp It myM m mvviAtion, 
whunusiLA MilibyA And J^UUhyi^jf . . . lint lm\ iipnn Mtor, tlhon 
[vUntAp thrin milk, «m\i thim mnat. mun oIhi wLdii tl>tiir ttmii ^pf 
«lmth ka$ rcmia, flnt doilrt rrmn OAting moAl, thfm millfr thon 
ffrtua bmul, till whoti tlioj ibnJl lUo tbjpy ^wa]/i |c»d niHuh WAter. 
Bo, lUmwuo. in thn miHanninm . .. « TJjiiy wU\ ilcdjiL (nim mtmi 
fcMid, <rad oAt fUj^oinliliv nW milk i nttorwimli they Abvtuln from 
milk food wnd AlHtdjj Imtu vetPntiilila foodi, atd fetnlin^ i.m 
vatof; Aitd fur %au yi^ra Iwfonfv SttihyiuiA noTPiHi tboy raiiiiih 
withfHit food^ ■ rrd do not dW** * 

l^dihpuit ii tho thinl nf tho djrLnQ piPtii of ^rtutot, nnd thn 
MiMiAidi ot EonwiiklnAnuiP. Tlveiru ti ptaitty bt thn Aboftn oxtriH^t 
tw iiL-wniit for iipzb A liiji^d mm UiAt id tbu tiu;t^ 


fifrv|/iriM ttmi /u// ojt 

Janiiili/dp tbo ioo of TahtmiiLraJi, V. jj 

Full af Im futher'# miiiiiiiff^ j^rt himself, 

Sucue^Hfetl lo kk ^^ortoua father's tlirotie, 

And wore in bmyl}' ibibq l.he ertjini nf goldL 
His giidlo wjui. the Gratae of king of klng«, 
jVnd aII thu world obeyed him^ oonteBti o^moA, 

The ago had reatp aQfl bird ami div iirnl fairy 
Wore hia to buL thu world look milled Inam, 

Through him the thruno of SlidtiA wm glorilied. 

Mine is tko Urai.'O,'^ bo aaid,'' 1 mn lioth king 
And orehimage, i wilt refilridji Ul-duera 
And make foroutils a i^h tawoid the light.'* 

I MTfT, L 54, Jg;, * Jd^tm. 
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He first irrought artiia md opsJ for werriora 
The door of £mio. Hi# Grace ui^de iton }Held; 

He fushbntsd i% to helmets, ImuboTkat breoJittsUtofi* 
And cofttii of armour both for man cutid liorea. 

His anient mind achieved the wort and made 
Good store in tifty years. An other fifty 
Ho spent on raiment fit for fight or fea&t; 

And nmdo of spun and Hoaa fiilk, hedr and cotton^ 

Fine fobrici^ filotU of hair and rich hroeado. 

He taught to spin and i^reavo, and when the ^itufis 
Wore made ho showed men how to full and sow thorn 
Then to iho joy of tdl he founded Oastos 
For every craft; it look bim fift}' years* 
Distingiihihing ono easto as sacerdotnl 
To be employed in racred offiooa,* 

Ho separated it from ottior folk 

vVnii inado its place of fiervii:!e on the mountains 

That Got! might be adored in quietndo. 

Arrayed for t»attle on tho other hand 
Were those who foriiic«^L tho mifiiary casto; 

They were the Ibn-mcn mured to war— 

Tho Lights of annioa and of provincoa^ 

Wh^'se oftiflo wfts to guard the ri>j cd thnm^ 

And vindicate the nations name for valour, 

Tho third easEo was the agcienltural. 

All indopondont tillera of tho soil, 

Tho sowers and the mapers—men wliom none 
IJpbraidoth when they oat. Though clothed in rags, 
The wearers are net slavoii, and sonnds of chiding 
Reach not their earii. They are free men and kbour 
Upon the soil safe from cliaputo and contest- 
W hat said tho noble iiiaji and eloquent ? 

'^T*is idlcm^ss that, maketh foeemcn slaves- 
The fourth easte was the artiKaus* They Uvo 
Uy doing himdiwork—a turbulent erew, 






Wlio bem^ iilwnys busied with tlieir ornfi 

Are gTTcn mucb to ttuughtii Jaumlifd spent 

Another fifty years anfl did tnucli good* 

For OAch man locu-at hii place anil others" too. 

Hu botk* tbe fnul di¥S temiier eartb with wator 
And uuyht them how to Ikihion moulds far bricks. 
They laid foumliiLiyiLS first witkstO'iiea imd lirnai 
Tlion raised iberoon by mliis of art sucb stfucfcunss 
Ah boL kitbflp lofty balK and siincitiiarie& 

Ho soarebod atnoDg ibe rcioka fur idonea whose Itiatre 
Altracted him Ekiiid oanie on mjm}' a jewal, 

As riibii^ DiiiheTp silvefp gold* Jaififibid 
HnJuiike<i tboir doors and brought theui forth by 
spelbL 

He intfoilueeil the scents that men onjoy 
As oajuphor, getmine inusk. gum Benjamin* 

Sweet aloe, amlKirgrb^ and bright rosewator- 
Neit leooburart and the hoaling of the lack^ 

The means of healthy the ootirse of lujiladicfi 
Were secrets opened by iFttiiishJd: the world 
Hath seen no other such discovercr. 

He crossod the sea in ships. For fifty yeara 
His wisiloin brought to light Lhe prn|)crl ies 
or things. These works Achieved* Jaiusyil arobitioaod 
Bank luftier still and by his royal Uracc 
Ma^lo him a throne, with what a wealth of gcnia 
Inlaid 1 which when he willed the dfvis took up 
Anri bare from earth to heaven. There the Shah, 
Whose won! wm law* sat simlike in mid air. 

The world assimibled round his throne m wonder 
At his resplendent furttme, while an him 
The people scattered jewels, and bestowed 
Upon the day the naiiie of New Year^a Day, 

The first of FarwardJn and of the year. 

When limbs repose irom labour, hisiirts fifom BUifo. 
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The noble ebioftfUDfi bold a fbfitiv^xib 
ChIIikI for tbo goblpt, and ininfltxrfsy, 

Am i ever sinco thut Lime ihat glorious day 
Ftemametli the tnomurial of Lb at Shitb. 

Thufl contmiiod for lUrec contiirii^, 

And all the while men never l^yked on death ; 1 

'riipy woLteti not of tnivail or of ill, 

And diV 3 like »li 4 Yeii wtjto girt to do them tterviue I 
Men hearkened to Jimiahfd with Iwth their eara, 
i!^weet voices hlled the world with luelody, ^ 

And thus till many yoars had ootno iiDd gone m 

The royal Graofl shono brightly fh)in the Shah: I 

nis ends had boon attaineil, the world Fepu»ed, I 

Am ] Ktill new Tavcktiuiis oaine from God, I 

Mon Raw but goodna^ in their king, tlie earth I 

Served him, he reigned—a monarch with the Oracti. || 

One ilay eonlQinplating the throne of power i 

Ho deemed that ho wee pcorices* He know OckI, 1 

But ueted frowardly and tamed attide 

In hia ingratitude* He £timmoned all ^ 

The ohiefej and what a wealth of wonis ho u^ad I ^ 

** Tbo world is minep 1 found its properties^ 

^ Tlie myal throne hath seen no king like mo. 

For I have deoked the world with excel tonne 
And fasbionod earth ckcuording to mj wilL 
From me derive your provand, ease, and sloop. 

Your raiment and your ploafinro. Mine are greatnesfi 
\\ ^ And diadem and sovereignty. Who aaitU , 

That there ib any great king Rave myRolf ? I 

Inochoraft hath cured the world, dkeawa and death ] 

Aro stayetL Though kings are many who but I * \ 

Saved men from death I Ye owe me seniao imd life: ! 

t They who adore mo not are Ahrimjiiifi. , , ^ 

So now that yo perceive what I have done • 

Al l hail mo as the Slaker of the world/* 

r ' 
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Thereat iho ftTetiiD»ge3 liung tUeir Leailii, per- 

To and Graea daparted £«>ni iiim. 

Tko T>roTltJ was filled with din, the Coi^ dcwrtfld, 
None who desired ronu'im stayed in bia pTBsenetf. 

P’or three and twenty years the einpty potw 
Told of the emuD that equalled him with Utxl, 

Brought an disaster and o’ortiinioii the state. 

H.„ »ith Ita «..r, *« mu.. ' 

"King thongh ibuu Mt servo Ond. (>"«“ f=“e 

I’he heart that la devoid of thanHiiln^" 

Day darkoned to Janishldr he lost the Gmeo 
That lightanoth the world, and though with ea 
(Jf blood he sought for pardon Grace was not. 

And dread of coming evil was his lot. 


§2 

T!iti iStoTj/ of Zahtutk 

One of the desert spear-anned Bedouin 
Of nolle birth then lived—a v^tiooa king. 

Just. WgUhom, generous, and bight ; 

Who Bought hiB God with rovoren.^ and s ghs. 

He kept a tbonsund head of all lUilch ^ ■ 

Go«.u v.n.»U. .Wp, und U^ng®^" 

With Arab steeds, all tiimd boautiw th^. 

And erudged the niUk to none- He had a son 

WhormS^h ho loved-ZahhAk, a galkni prince. 

But hasty, P«>ple called him 

Ten thousand is “bfwar" m 

And he poBsessad wn thousand Amb steeds 

With goldon equipage—a famous stud. . 

Most S his dayc and nights he spent on horseback 


T. lit 
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Engaged m Buperintondence fiot m war. 

One Jay Iblis approached him as a friend 
Add led his wita astray. The youth gave ear 
With plcasiire and all udsuspcetlngly 
Gave to Ibl^ heart, reason^ and pure mnl. 

Add tieapofl the dust on hm ovm head, IbliB 
Exulted fieoidg ihat. the yonLh wa^ snared 
And gnded the simpleton with fipetuous woids. 

Thus flaying; " 1 oould tell thee many tliiogB 
Knuwn to myself alonflu'" 

Tlic youth mMie Ltuswer:— 
“Tell me at onee, uiy worthy uionilor T* 

V. B#j Iblls repli&ri: First promi^its then my sUtry." 

Tlte guileleBs youth awi^re as Iblia dictated:— 

** Tby secret Bhall be kept, thy bidding done,’" 

Then said Iblis: “ClreaL prince 1 shtili any rule 
Hero but thyself? Wliiit proUtetb a sire 
W^th such a son | Now hearken to tny redo i 
The lifetime of this anciant potontnto 
ContLnueth^ thou tixi shalved. Seize on hLs court 
And goods. His plains will suit thcOp thou ^halt. be 
King of the world if thou durst do luy bidding." 
Zalihdk looked grave; to khed his flire's Itlood grieved 
liim. 

Ho said: Not so, suggest somo other enurae i 
This eannot bo." 

'"Then thou ” Iblb rejoinodj 
Art porjurofl and wilt still be dospicabio. 

Thy father honuuifud."* 

Thus ho snariKi the Arab, 

Who asked t " What must I do? 1 will obey," 

IbUfl replied: " Leave mo to Rohemo. Thy hmd 
Shall touch the sun. t only onk thy silcuco; 

No help need I, myself am caimpatent^ 

But keep the sword of speech within the flcabbanl."' 
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Xow m iHo palace was a jocund garth. 

And ihither useti Mardiils to go at dawn 
To halhe him ete ha pfayeil, without a alava 
To light him on hi* way. The wiakod DJt. 

Intent on ill, dug in the ganloa-path 
A deep pit, masked and made it good with bouglis. 

Ero dawn tho Aiisli ohieftaio hied him thither 
And, as ha reached the pit, hi» fortunes fall; 

That good man tumbled, iiroka hia back, and died, 
lie ne'er had breathed a cold breath on his son. 

But cherished him and lavished treasure on him, 

Yet that abandoned youth respected not 
His fathor, but eanspired to shed hie blood- 

I heard a sage onoo say: " Though fierce in strife 
No son will liare to take his fathers life? 

If such a crima should seem to be implied. 

Seek for the reaflcm on tlio tixothcr’s side. 

Vib and unjuat ZahhAk thus sebed the throne, 
Assnuxed the Arabs' oruwn and governed them 
For good or Dl. 

Iblitt tncoumgiid tliiia 

Began again and said: “ Since thmi hast turned 
To me, and gained thy lieart’a dcsin^ come pledge me 
Thv word once mora to do as I require; 

And then tby realm shall spread throughout the world 
Birds, beasts, and Hshea shaJl bo all tbmo own. 

When this was said ho set about to uw, 

Most luarvelbua I another kind of rese. 


li 

//(w Ihttt funwrf Cook 

Then os a youth well spoken, ol^, olfivor, 
iWfc went to Zflibhitk with fawning words, 
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^ Let m&/' he said, " ^iho am a minid cook, 

Find favour with the king.” 

By appetite 

Seduced, Xahliak received and wokoined him, 

So that the uionaroh's faiLbliil ministar 
Gave til I bhs the roytil kitchen a key. 

Fouda then were few, men did not kill to eat 
But lived on vegetah of all eartU^a prtxiuco; 

So evil-doing Abrimaii d<5,signod 
To Blaughter ankiiiils for ffwjdn and serred 
Eoth bird atid beast. He fksd tho king on blood 
Ta make him lion-tiBrae^ and liko a tdava 
Obeyed him^ Firat ho fed hb lorti on yelk 
To make him atrong; he liked tho flavour much 
And prabed who ttaid s ** lUiiatriona nionarch I 
For ovor live E To-niormw I vi tU serve Ehee 
So as to pleaso thee well" 

AlJ night he mused 

Wlmt Btronge ropaat to profl'er on the morrow, 

And when the azure vault brought hack again 
The golden Gam he hepefnlly presented 
A meal of partTidgas and silver pheasautBi 
The Arab monarch aLe and hb sniaU witu^ 

Were lost in adujJTatiocu On tlio fchini day 
Iblia fiorvod Ijiiiib and fowl, and on the fourth 
A chine of veal with aaffron and ri>sevi.'ater, 

Muftk and old wdne. Zahbak when bo hatl tasted. 

In wonder at hb cook's ability, 

Said: *' Worthy friend i ask than my recenipense." 

He answered 2 ^'Livo, O king [ in ivoalth and power. 
My heart b thine, thy favour my soul's rooni ■ 

Yet would I ftsk one boon alujvo my statioH t 
T b leave to kbs and lay my face and syca 
ITpon thy shnuldora," 

Off hb guard Zahh Ak 
Beplicfli "'1 grant it; it may do thee grace,'' 





JAUSHId ‘ 3 '> 

Iblia rneoivod parmisfiioii, kissed ftad viinisliEsd, 

A marvel followed—from tho monBTcli’s Bhoulders 
Grew iwo blaok anakqs. Distraught be sought * pure 
And in the end exoised them, but they grew 
Again 1 oh Btfj*ngo ! like branchea from a troB. 

Tile ablest leecbfiB gave advioe in tnm 
And used their curbus arts but all in viiin. 

At length Ibhs himself came hmijing 
Dight as a leech, " This was thy tlusliny,"' 

Ho said ; " cut not the snakes but let them live. 

Give thorn ijiod'b brains and gorge them till they sloop. V, jj 
It is the only inBons, such food may kill them. 

Tho purpose of tlio foul Dfv shrewdly scan ; 

Hnd he aonccived perchance a Bonsrot pbn 
To rid the world of all the moo of man ? 


i4 

ttif Foiin»^)» qf Jatimhut trtnt to Ifne*!- 

Thereafter tumult, pomhatmg and strife 
Arose throughout Irdn, ihe bright day gloomed 
And men runouiiced Jamahfd who when Lis Gfuoo 
Was darkened turned to folly and pervorsaness. 
Protonders started up, on every morch 
Tho diaadbetod nobles levied Irottp® 

And strove. sSome sat forth for Arabia, 

Fur they bad hoard: “Tharu is a moimroh there— 
An awo-inrtpiring king of diagoQ'Visage. 

Thus all tho difloontented cavslieia 
Went to Zahliak and offered fealty. 

Saluting him os iiiotiarch of iriui.^ 

Tho king of dragon-visage came like wind 
And donned the IrAnian crown, collected troops— 
The bravest of Arahiu and Iran— 
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And tittving wizcd the tliixmo of Shilh TiimElifd 
Slipped on the world els' twere fiager-fiog* 

Thus fell JaaiHludL Profi««>d by tho world’» new lord 
Ila fled, stirrQDdomig orowti, throne und trooiiirej 
Host, power and diodom. The world turned blaok 
, 14 To him, be disfippoared imd I’ielded alh 
Hi- waa^ in hiding ior a eentury, 

But in tho htmdrodth year tbu itnpiouH Shiili 
Appeared one day beftide the sea of Chin. 

Zahhak olutcbod bim forthwith, ga’^e liLtn ainall respite. 
And sawing him aaiindur freed the world 
From him and ironi the fear that be iaspired. 
lir>ng was be liiddon from the Dri^jon^a breath, 

But there was no escaping in the end. 

For fortune whirled him Uke a yellow straw 
And bulb hia throne and groatiieRS passed away. 

What better Shtih was over on the tlirone. 

And yet what profit otmUl ho caU blB own 
From all bis toiLi f Kh seven fstinturioe 
Brought hhn great blessings and ualiinlilies. 

What need hast thou then for a length of years i 
The world will koap Jt« necreta though for foi>d 
It givo tbeo sweets and honeycomb, and rnde 
ITngantlo Toicea banish from thino ears. 

Wilt ill Oil than say : *‘ltS‘lo’vo is spent on me. 

In nr&ry look affeetion is ojtptes&ed f 
W^iU thou contide therein caressingly 
And toil it all the secrets of thy breast f 
Twdll play with tlieo a pretty game indeed 
Anon, and cause thy wretched heart to bleed. 

.My heEut is woarj of this Waysiido Inn^ 

O God I release me soon from toil thcrfiln^ 





f 

I 


V 

zahhAk 

HE HEIGNED A THOt^SAND VTIABS 


AROtT^fiNT 

Wiki, tk« ■—_ol /.Iihluik «»ll triuiuplmnt «»tiry- 

.w S: “ 

tinmiui •awrifll^ Ha li»» » w«riiity{ wiPCoruwS ^ , 

F-idi. 

kdd ttw Itttdr i* taksn priMHiw- 


XOTE 

iMjk,- »b." 

tballlijtb-ljvnina ^t(»r-»toiitar» “TartUilMtim 

.tudl i ^mmbip t 1 "»? • * bf, ™vr I»t »»**** 

thw Tun dnwli (to tl» <»rth), ^ Sitinwnl ™r 

up hito thn haovan*. nbf*® 

mit initire tlwo ’** * ■» ■ 

Mora genormEy, i^T^d rarry ^ba EfflA ■*» 

by Ahritnwi ^ ''*' ^^^* 51 . 11 . ■_hi! IfaM *'■ * F*™^ gjtaflt b>* 

iiiir{]x«i^tj : wl»l« In the fabA twa butia pfintuti wt,* 

nilMiniulmiiJ dianwl^, tboir lUaluiea 

tiM prati^iit u( ih* ** "_. _ ———- 


* DZA. «■ J+ 


* rniK wL p- S4* 


ItLKO^ 7^ 
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pmjpl+] (A fmtir Eri> k AODnniirjgl^' m a rmtifo t4 

AfabLi^ Up luivtj bivuf^uc] Irdit.uirl li> lu^vo htid hii mpltal nt n fitf 
’wlibll ii jwirliJipfl hwflt idinitirb.nl wjib Buljluri. Wo itutd hi tha 
KitinLiTMtA: ^Tii her (un. AtlnJda) did Ad IXilviika (ZiitLliJk)^ tlM^ 
thruii-miHUtlirMlf Ilifiir up a ni:nf|f}th |ii tht- littid f\i Bawri with % 
haiidnnj ninlEi Imraojir m thciuiiaiid OXDii, Uknd tun tisoiiiaiiil Luinhii, 
Hn nf ItL-r B- hnfjn.^W>ill|f I mu Ifiii ht^Ui^ O Kiwwh 

iiiuiit baiieduin^t AMn Sdtn Aiuihttal rlmt I tnik^ maksr oJII thii 
iBYuii TCar^hvami (CEitnnfl^ ni thci fHirth iJUlply tif manJ Ard^i Flim 
Aji^jti& did ijot pTiDt him tlint kniti, . . . Toliardld TliruMta^jiut 
(Faridi'iJk)p Lltti bHiritf thw I'aliant x^tliwyn 4?Uin, ir^fTor ap a Micrifipso 
H K . Sttjin^; * rprant mu thin, O ArdTl 

AtiiLhiLai tliAt L nmj^ nwor^mit Ati Tlnha^n, the thnMf-mtnithjMi, iW 
thnstHhoiwknl, thtt ., tlukt dumtih. halDfiLl tn the world . . . 

that Au^a Miiioj^li (AliriniAtj) crunted the truiLeriiil world, 

ti-< liaatryjf thu world of thii ftiiod prittdpiD ; uid that I may iklivct 
hi* twLs^ witea, lRuTiin;?ttarBlA f RhiiEiiriiiiU} iwicJ ErenavAt t ArrjftW'^J! 
whfi are the lairtHlt of biKly aif)i>u^«t WDmen, ikml I lit! mi^Ht 
Wimdti-rfiif urumturv* la the world'^ ^ 

^Ahhdk'a iHtkou in c*3h^ ill tliu Znotlmvaiita KTliititik, which iiiifty 
noaua in Lhu Aviui£* ko 4 jOa--i? ^ ^ ntyrfr." Thorp i* n lu^p^nd tlrnt 
the pftUwi WM in the form of that bprii* 

Wm Idoni from the DlakiiTd %\ml tliu legend of ^kiiluik wu 
contAjmHl iu the KiimtUd arni NaJiks of the JUnpiarafltjL 

Thu lattiir 'SikaW eontniiicKl informatiMn Abuut tho imllirig hjf 
Fr'ikfdil+ fiw the Hiukii of Dahjilc j the ■trikinjj of Aij olub 

upon tiH? napu of the lludi, ihu hejirt, ainJ e^™ the nkidl; aod 
DjJjdk'e nrpt dym^ from ihat Thuu /irm with a 

puijrd, and the fomuitkitl nf noxiaiu cmktuna nf many kttiAti^ 
from tht- kidy of IkMk, at the £rat^ *i^Fmh oj^d third blow, 
Thp eKcrhtTJiatipjEi P>f tlMForaator AuharrnifcDrf to FnWdii thoj i ^Ttnm 
tthould^t not Lut him wlm ip Lhlhak^ hecanee if thou phnuldiit mit 
him+ Dalmk wijuld Uj tnoMtaft tliii Kiirlh full of aiirtHjuti, tosnlj^ 
lamrptpmp, liaatilAp tortniBesp and ftnepi ;* with the mode iif hiinliuif 
Apffli with awfni fpttpns Iti tbo meet crrievcnlff ptmiflliTnun t oE oon- 
hnenumL Thiap toi.i, wlwm 4j-f Dah.^k ww iKPllnd, the rnpi^rt 
Pif tho Muma priit:t>edurl thui through lUI thu rnginmi, wijinh are 
tmvBTK tfuit dpiW'tiitriiikoq |b Az4 Daklt, bpit hu wAi' imiitu JiiW 
i* Frij/dll ihu Aapikiin, tb& ^^xalted and mij^hty , . . and thase 
whiidi ate oril do qot mmitioii Ai^ nor detnaud tho vitturjua 
niaitlen with bnperttinity^ nor ^jrQO otirotiidl w'ealElr. Thij, too, 
that wheb Lniormatioti cainu to him of w^ifuoii er priipcrtT* that 

' M ajj anti mltf. 




* D^A, iL 6q-6p and nemt. 


ZAHHAK 1-13 

MHlInod to llini diailul'le lt» jmmesi, iwf» ftdinittJMl hj' 

lniu LelLd fli i^ulciirri 

^ilLlb ii ItxsktKl iipori III the J^blhikitn^HL m usmnplilyiTisj in his 
owii i^^noii dD thu fJibr flhunscttiniittcj! ^ tSifl iMin-ArriiEi iMscipltfl 
wiLfai wtiuin thw trdnutnJ In foiitsyjt—blii£‘k lurti, 

juirp^Tit-iirETnitiipp fmd fiitnii] l aMcifiii?#. Iti li d TiemiirkiLbb foi-i, m 
ii pointed ofit by Feq?iwaoii,* iMt «riH3nbirorihip iwinJi jUwflyi 
to lui.¥»> fiiwnpriTiiod by htmwn wiorifUB. Ki- alma 
tu ecmBidor tlmt tbti Tifniwr wmm BaitfiillalLy Tiirtbiinnp not Ai^ion 
Df Semltiiip dnd llif piiuti <Mlt tibnt in tba ha^iDJjuf hC NiJihl-l- 
Kiivtiuiu \a wh'ioh Ifmpnad im Tu|rrE^titcKl Nd tlld crowti 

pji Aniihir FjlpdkiiiL, lhk\ fifdt »>i the SdJAnidu ilyndfftjT the 

l^od li Ikidted oil a hiiiriap and bunmtb hii lioi ArdaW^p the 
tftat uf tliir Piirthifui djruwly^ with twi^ KH^nti nnmd bw 

liiaui" 

III tliiJ ^.iltlliiina, bnwover, SSdahidc ii iswuthdly S^Tnitict and 

hi» Tvi^h tif a tlinqjiand yeiui nmy bo taken oi typifyiTi^ thut 
rnoef in tllirlr to tlia Irilniiuia bnm fcliD oarbiit tradk- 

tiont of AJiayrian opprk**sititi to ttio p^Utlcali nvoTlordibip of the 
KSuiIffcui or fkfihdiul in the fToat’i oWn rlaya. 

TLtf nMnlir will notliM tlmt ^obbik ia nut ilaiii by Fjvrldm but 
impriBouid—a point iudic&tive oF H« AO|M:nuitond ctianu^turp imii 
that the bi^end of Kiiwn thn vniith ia, aa oUn Wotdd tiatumi^y 
tixpea-t, a W4»t iriltUJi tniliitinni a* shown by its ajiiocdatian With 
the city of Is^wJimi- Thu ludtiitifA] ffni^ of tbii Punuaii vmplrOp 
known tm tbo flai^ of iviwa., the tmdititmal of which wUl bn 

found in Lbu Lvitp fflll Into the fiaEkdi ol tbo M ohAiiimiulajis nt 
tbo iMittIn of KjidLgiyym, A.O. Tho tuEtiree of tliu town of 

ilamiiwaud, sitnatod on the iouth lidu of the mnuntun of that 
luinie^ Htall culubiwt-u a fudJit, i?aIUid ** fd'i^lCdrdip" or the Kdoda^ 
J-Julidayp ta i^ommemnnito tlia dfiath of ZuhhAk,^ while m c^dopcaJl 
turrooi in tho ufliithhimrSonid is pointed out a# tbit placo whui%i^ 
ill mvordl to EAsturu IlFb drums wutv buaten at dawa,^ 

^lih^k's ministurr KmidniTt has httd a stiun^ ocentfii) rraytbo- 
InHICcJ hixtory', iu tliu Vedu hu aT^pc^irs ua Cl njiiibil ^Ti, the fhTino 
l£tiardinii ol tlie Itfinm—tlie a*j*rtwl drlnb-ofleriiijf, tbe Hmihh of 
iririp [n the Zhtidul aata hu is ik muiutmUs duntl at uiiiristeir 
kunwn on Garidivnewa or (limdaTep, tho alajinf; of whi>in wtt* im» 


^ WiX iT. 

* *' Ttvt sod ^rpitit WonUpk" ind ed- 

* Jd. piii 43-4t^ 

* Moiiur, " A gsGund Juumny thronjjh p, 

ifiUT-pLji. 
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nf thu foitU iht the fnMnij hava in kEu 

Shiklimlinn ho !■ rLiiroiiqiittHl fa a hmsan hoinj^—thu CurtatiiEQ 
ftf Zuhhdk tllu Iwn are a. pxKl llltlrtTmtiou uf thu TulAtlftlinhll^ 
tlwt ATfUtB bt>Lwwiik Ixidmn and Irdidiiii uiythi^lugir, buiwuoii tkiit 
Vuxiiii and tJw Ziuidjivuic 4 lud of ih^ gi»Tii»U of the kife’enda of 
ihti S^hikiuukiiii. 

^tmu mndiarA may liko to pee Lka vurtk^ii of lha legend uF 
Xahhilk u i'ivian In the ArmenlAn History attritmtiHl to Miwet 
af tlhoikuiL^ trhi^b tlioqgh iabieqijBiit Ui hia time Ip iimbaLIj 
i^liturlep anterinr tii tho Sh^hni^j niid Abirurp that the legend 
wafl known in all itp uAAeiitliil fEmtorts Lung bufom Firdniiipra 
daja Ik ruLkP thfli in Whiaton'i Latin TKFPkm oF Lite — 

^Quld allL-ura tkhi PHI it TolupUtl vMe* M Tanew da lljrappa 
Ajtyuge^ Ubujite? aut ifWL nolni inepte* atrjne LnfitilK»i 4 M rAtieiua 
ELKjierLoi Petiftnrm assrmjmos, lalt&irein iiniwnU iiipUeandk itunipii 
d\i priTiln ejup banefaeto nudulieD, Dauntdtiikquu d millifttniillti him, 
utt[Wi errorem ft fajpiutojn fniitrmri non iHitnndt, aa anper 
haniufynrro opcnlatlono, unJo Dnuntnum ortii* (nits an doiudo 
flagitli freqiiMritla bomipaa per vuuLlii uauM jttiriJidjt ^ litqne 
TUiodanea^ qtlidwil poiteri Iintopii eiim aenela onmatrinxeiit, atqne 
Ib montana^ ^plJi Vooatur t>HlllW¥eildH»l, nf>«lT£Kerit . . > ia qoi 
awlerb nianluniLhatiir, ilmnl uimi EoHaqilif aldn PUipkiauliu erddlrs 
Hdebatf in IfyriMpia liiimBvip oaput reponeiu^ m pmledcni art^ii 
in aorem lodiilcanjiH iin<kr In fttliidb rmn-antp piinrtitu Fktatnuiip 

Ulirdptnim oL fuiuei ejL'U4^Uu VoluLiLiltj iiLAuLnitidiUaiii; tltquia etlaln 
fluhipde, i|inip| pnieminni ah eo peptniana, homakOfi ejtit OPen- 
kmtar. OneLorfim quod namuitp Uraofvnait piilluLlpiia, Rive k|Htiiti 
ISjmpp^^m in Dmeuli^ti prurtUA mutaLiUa fulBAe, Ita rep la habut- 
(^Lkip[HJi^um fmmariain hominum ntimarnni LTH^monilp illiJ ilulJiolftre 
oaapipn^ Indignahunda inulLitudiT ttb (Ki tntiLlddp almllenjLta fuitp 
igitiir aoniuiiin.1 uxindtuii iKinBemiLi pulnua, oA juonLum pupni 
mumemt lina flipufpgl L Ibip rtrai aetillp prauumit Lir, PU* wom emtfirra 
d^pemit^ quA to denflpi^ qni aum ptiraiMutk enintp diap aliijunt in 
lin hxna reflldairiiiL Al ilymapi^P, ouhurtom iliApamiin smgdnd, ad 
in4 ipInaPtOP inifiutom ioAii (pf^) magtiuinqUu atlnlit diitTimBOtuni; 
oed lidt tandem muliitiphip & lijniapop pa in fu^n 
quQUk i?4Mnpruhoiipmii |n^ope uum uiontuiii ponitnurutitp atqun ill 
nuigiumi ittlpho-na £a?eaiu emijoceniiit * * 

For the tnyLtlpJc^ifittl «H;ciTipit oE Abtfn^ the Eathf^r of FarEdl’ERp 
KOe the introiliintiJty nutu tnj the nOKt raij^U. 11 tp loguud lip 


^ He* Eiitn]du*to]7 noto ta lIki auit reign, 

* Intind 7^ * i.t. FarfdatL 

* Mwh ^pvnuMPi, etL Whiiton, J7-6kti 





zahhAk 


Mf 

Im> IIib pdltit wLiffw it l» taksn up in tfna fi 2 ]ibn.Lintl rUBj- l» briiEfty 
Sullum. Ha tip tbif bnad of a familr uf Pcinnati 
kndnwnciii ui- llitmea wlw +lwolt ip the Alhiir* to the 

PQUth pf i}lQ CkspiiLn and dlfiLiPiiMl tu be d^^SOiittcLml fepuj Jufiipliiiil. 

iHj^an thfl W4kr of Lndijpecdpnca a^^aJpat S^hliiUc, but after 
mmrn sqrcm wtii fumid t« taik^ mfuga Prrtli th^ rafuskiuit of 
hii idborvrktp at tho txkort of tba biti|» of rveuSt^ 

hiin kindlf, but* fearipjj the v'cngaappe nf ^ihiib, iiihipf|iwptly 
fumulkml him with ahipa and pfoidaioiu^ and ihaTniiiHMl him ta 
■eafc hli fortoua plia?wll4im. Aftiir a mnothk vo^o op the 
(huFpioii Afatin arrived af tbn oourt i\f the the Sajthtimiif 

wliupe dnu^htar Faniiuik ip W^j with ]dfti iniddBpta limiliLr 
fcii thi»e in thp ftvry of ZiLf and Itl tikr prPHmt I'olmnn 

ruUnWud- Tti th* ohd Abtin marriod Fiildtuikt hjr wham IMS' liad 
two «3pp^ atjd lived hapjrilj and \a hlp^b favnur with Imp fatVtpt- 
uidaw* Ho ctmld mit roat, hnwpfvr. En diuam alter drtam bn 
wai imfitud tn ruFuma tha war of !ticln|<iapdBPcn ngainpt ZAyiulE, 
and at Inn^bp in ipita id thp OppcwitioP oE hla futbnr-ln-kWp aei 
mi! with wiEo, famllj* and adhamtiUp and nftar variouB advDiitcirw 
landod naar Amiil In Id/LieatiElafip^ wbara ha mailp hli bomn in 
tbu Burrpundip^ fotutlit, Iluni lin ^Lbiirad a Lttpd of folJowen 
imd raaomod ^iJj ^pjdarillii wiuiuTF a^aippt ZdJiluJEj in thu midiit 
uf whkk Farlddn i™. twim, the hiiih hsinie huraldnd hj man; 
prodi^iei. At ihu |wint the l^ilmilma iakoi tip tbn iitorj^ 


§i 

J7w Eni CttiiomM ^ ZohhdX- and jfAa /^kriVi- 
(f/ Inn^Q find Karmd''Q 

Zablidk asit on lIj ^ tkrd&a m iJiotiaaiiLl joara V* n 

Obeyed by all the world Thrtiugh tluit lonsj time 
Tho cuatomu of tbe wise were oi/l of Togue, 

The lusts of madmen dumrshod everywliere, 

All virtue WHS despised, bbrek m% esteotped. 

Right bst to sight, dUnster niatiifcat; 

While divs ncoomplishcKl their foil purpoaes 
And no man epako of good imlesa by steidilu 

I Thtt above U iwaipiriaecl fi™ i i ji , all, ^c, 

K 
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Two BifltOTti of Jflmsibidp tlioir h nrown. 

Wero br^iught out trembling like ft willuwdflftf. 

Of thofto two kdiGS v like tbo moon 

Tbo niunOES wcro ShcilLFiiiilK mid AmciwasL 
Men bore tliom to tho pulaca of ZfthbEvk 
Anri gftve them over to tha dragon king, 

Who otltioftted thorn in evil ways 

And taught thorn soreory and iiooroflaancy. 

The only teaching that he know wrift bud— 

To maBsaere, to pill ago, and to burtL 

Elftnh night two youths of high or lowly birth 
Wore tnkEii to the pakco by tbo floek, 

Who having slaughtered them took otii tlicir braicui 
To feed the ftoiikes and ease the ujonftroh's anguish. 
Now in the realm were two goad high-bom Persinnj^— 
Tho pious Irtmi^Q and Kftrmji'il 
'I’lie preaoienL Talking of the Inwlo^ StuUi, 

Of his retainens and thofio hkleoiLs iiiealsp 
One said: By onokery we might approarh 
The Shrill, imd by our wlta devises a scheme 
V. To re&Due one from mck pair doomed to death.*" 

They wont and learned that art* Tho clover twain 
Jtooamo tho rnonaroh's cooks and joyed m secret 
Tho time for shedding bko^l and tikhig Ufa 
Oil mo, ftTid sismo mnrdcram miniona of tho ^bdh 
Dragged to tho cooks with vialonce two youtha 
And dung them prDuc+ Tlie livers of the cooks 
Ached,their oyos tiHed with bloodAhcir hearts with wraths 
And each glaiicod at tho other as ho thought 
Of such an ontrogo by the Shidi. Tho? slew 
One of the youths and thought it best to niiuglo 
HIh precious brains with shcep^s anti Kparc the oLher, 

To whom they saids ** Make shift to hide thyself^ 
Approach not any dwelling-pJaco of man, 

Thine are the wastes and heights/' 


zahhAk 


rjr 

A worthkBS head 

TBlis fod th€ AorpentA, and in ovory moDcb 
Tho cookA prefiQri'ad from daughter thirty yoaths, 

And wbe^n tho nuiubar r^ui^hod two hundniil !i*ved 
Providtid thpni^ tho doDora cdl unknown, 

With flheop and gouts, add sent thorn dufiortward, 

Thup Apradg tho Kiirdfi, who know no settled homo. 

But dwoll in wooUon tonts and foar not GofL 
ZaliMk was vant. siicih was his eiril n&taro, 

To ahooBo him uno amung Lis warriors 
And »ky liiin Ibr aonsphring with the diva, 

Mon^ovor, all the lovely noble tuaidena 
Secluded in their boworu^ not tanged of tanguea, 

Ho tiook for handmaids. Not a jot had ho V. 3? 

Of faith, king's nses, nr nioralityi 


ITfjftt iatii 10 # /^ln*arpi 

Olwflrvo God's dealings with Zahhak when he 
Had forty years to live. One longsome night 
He slumberod in the arms of Amawiiz, 

And s^iw a vision of three warriors— 

Boughs of the tree of kiz^ ITie youngest one, 

Who held the middle piano, was eypress tall. 

In face, in armour, and in inion a king. 

Ho rushed with oxdiead mace to hght Zahhak^ 
Bmote him upon the head, stiipped oiTliis skUir 
And used it as a rope to hind hhi hands 
Firm AS a rtiek,i phif^ on hia nock a yoke. 

Then casting earth and dunt up>n hk head 

^ €f* of hit tmiiiuiit e( ||;iia 4 jir«p. Hnv lntoi^ 

diuslaij nou to Fw 14 aa- 
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Dmg^ him beforo thq crowd m fehame md auguijih 
'fownrd Maimt Damiliwaiid, 

The tyratiL writhed : 

Tiioii wouldfit httTC Mid t His liver siplit with /righU^ 
He yelled. Hie polaec of tbo hundred mdiiuins 
Shuck, and the suii-faeed IMies left their oouches, 
While Amnw^ BaiJ to himr "'Shah J whut vcoa it T 
Confide Ln loc j thmi witat usleep in pence 
At home J What Bjtw’gt thou 7 Saj what came to ilim f 
The world is at Lh\* will, beast, div, imd man 
, Watch o*cir ifioo and the sovm climes am thine — 

All ^twbet the moon Mid Fisli+^ What mode thee start ? 
O master of the world I Oh! auiiwar tne.*^ 

The chief rephed ; “ L umy not tell, or else 
Ys wlQ dcepiiir uiy life,'' 

Hien Amawds; 

Be pleased to tell m; wc pcmlumeo may find 
A <jilre^ no ill is irrom.ediable*'" 

He told them every whit, then ™d the Fair:^ — 
N^leot It not but wok a remedy* 

Thy throno*8 Koat is the signet of the age, 

Thy famous fortune brightonoth the worlds 
Beneath thy Hngor-riDg thou hast the earth 
Wi th all its foirioH, dfvs, btmatSj few la, ami men. 

Call both the orebmagi^ and astrologers— 

The wisest of eiioh realm—and tell thorn alL 
See if the hand that threatenoth thy life 
Is that of fairy, div, or mom ^fhis known 
Aflt vigoroufily; quail not before thy foes,"* 

The laiiy'js counsel pleas^ the Shflh^ 

Night then 

Was dark m fa\^CTi"s plumes, but when at length 
Tho Lamp showed o''or the hillH, and thou hadst said, 

" Strewed yellow gems upon the apure TOidt." 
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Zahh4t brought archimi^es shrewd of heart 
And told to them the droaiu that pieroed liis lit'ur. 

He said: E3EpouDii this dream iritbout delay, v; 

And make my aoiil a pathway Lowtird the light" 

Ho Oiiked tliOTii piivily about the future, 

Domanding: “What will bo my latter odd. 

And wild MuoeecKl me I' Tell or hide your heada 
In ehatna'' 

Tliey talked together wul ul heart, 

With parched Kp« and with eallow GNitmtonauees: 

Tljcy Haul i If wo tell truly what in fatoti 
Wo shall he tortaitHl, haply lose our Uvea; 

And if we do not aet atraightfurwanlly 
As well waaiji bauds of life," 

Xono daml to apeak: 

Their fqrtime was in joopiiitly three dayiv. 

Upiu the fourth tha ^hub wjLi ^^TotU, oxelaicning ;~ 
'^ForotoU tho fiituro or be bur^ aliva'^ 

* They draopeAl Lheir heada, their hearts wore rodt, 

their eves 

« 

Wept teara of blood. Among thorn was a inanj. 

Wiso, honesLp preaeiont, hy name 2inik— 

The chief uf all the huiifl of arcliimages, 

Conoemeil hut fearless ho addressed Zahhik!:— 

Indnlge no Taponring for none ia bom 
Exeept to die* There have been kings ere thee 
Fit for the tbrono of pjwer. both griafis and joys 
Enough they reckoned up yet their Lime oorna 
If thou wort stand tog there— mi iron wall— 

Yon heaven would grind thoo, thou wouldet nut oiulure 

One will hereafter take thy Lb rope anti fling 

Thy forttmo to tho groiiniL His name ia Faddiin, 

And ho will bo a royid heaven to oarLh. 

Afl yet hfj ia not bon^ thy tinie of wno v. 

Hath not arrived^ but when h» hononred mother 
Hath borne him ho will ho a friiiifiil tree. 
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jU tiiMi'B mt^t^ his hfiliil wiU rmoh the moon 
And he will aoek thy belt* efnwn, throne* &nd C 04 qne. 
In stature a toll cypresa, he will sbaulder 
A mace of steel, will imitc thy bead therewith 
^Vnd dra^ thee from the pahkoe to the street 
In bojidii.'^ 

Why bind me," saicl the ixupieus king. 
In vengeance!" 

Then Zirak ; " Wert thou but w'im! *, 
But all inako prut ex ta for injuHaufs nota. 

Thy hand will filay his ffttlier and that wrot^f 
Will fill the mtiB brains with revengoful thouj^hts; 
Besides iho nni^ of this yotmg athelmg— 

TIiq ooWp Birniija hight—will pari??h too 
By thy hand \ so in vongeanoe he will hmndiBli 
An ox-head mace" 

Zahhiik heard anxiously. 

And Kwoonod u[)oii his thn^ne^ The noble arcjihTnago 
Turned him and fled awaj- in dreail of ilL 
The Shilh moovored and resumed hk Boat. 

Ho dfligontly sought throughout the world 
For traeeH faint or clear of Faridto; 

No food, no alum her, or repose tnek ho. 

His daylight turned to InpiNlajaiiL 


u 

Th^ BiHh qf 

Tears pai^d away; oalamity approached 
The dragon-king, the bleiiiBed Farfdiin 
Was bom* the fashion of the world was ohanged. 
Of njpi^ss height lio shone forth witli the Grace 
Of king?i of kings which erst Jauuhid psaisesafid* 
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WiiA like tbo fiLm^ m neetjAiI m Lho ndu 
To earth Mid fit aa knowledge to the mind; 

Kevolving beKLven lor or] him t^nderlj, Y-41 

Then liFed the cow Binoiija, cldof of klne^ 

Bom with a coat all bright and pecMKick^hneiL 
TLo wise, the arohmagBii, and astrologers 
CoIlcoLod round her; nonfl had seen or heanl 
Of such a cow Lafom, 

Meimwhile Zabhdk 

Was searching everywhere, and filling earth 
With hue and Cfy# till Farfdnn became 
A ik>iirca of danger to hifl iiiro Ablfn^ 

VV'ho fli.d for life but tu the Lton^a toils, 

Fur oertain of the foliowem of ZahhAk, 

That impious tnonareh, met Abbn one daji 
Seised him and bora him, like a cheetah bound. 

Before the Sbiih, who bad hLn put to death. 

When Fan dun's wise motbor FjufuDok, 

A glorious dame devoted to btT chiid^ 

PercGivocI her busbjiud'i evil fate she Qed; 

And Qome heart^brokoi] weeping to the field 
Wherein the beautiful Binmija was, 

Still shedding drops of blood fihe Lade the bind :— 
Fruricut this suckling for fue, a father 
To him^ and give him milk of yen fair cow. 

Ask what thou wdt* e'en to my iwul Tis thine." 

The hind replied: ^ 1 trill; perform thy bidding 
And be as 'twers a dave before thj child.'" 

Then Faronak rci$ignad the babe to him, v, 41 

With all institietiaiis that wore requisite, 

And that wdse gnardiAn like a father fed 
The child for three years with Birmaya's milk; 

But as Zahhiik po'ar wearieii of Iho sc^ireh. 

And AS the cow was talk€?d of everywhere* 

Tbo mother hasted to the field again 
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AnJ i|mkQ thuB to tku guardian of her obild s— 

“ A prutionl thought—a thought inspirtid hj God— 
Hath risan in my iiaarL Whnt we muni do 
la this—thoro is no n^niedy, my son 
And my dear life are one—I must abandon 
This land of sorcerers, depart Unmarked 
To Hindustiin and heat him to AJhora.” 

Then like a too or one who rideth ptmt 
She look the young child to that lofty iiiduntam 
Whero dwelt el devotee dead to tlio worM* 

To whom alie eaidi ” I orn, 0 holy onoJ 
A woohil woman from (ran« Know thoii 
That thin my noble son will be hcroaftor 
The loader of his people^ will diserown 
S*alihak and tteui his girdle in the diist. 

Take thou this child and father him with eam** 

The good man took lier child and never breathed 
Quo cold breath on him. 

When the mtiio-ur reaeiied 
Zohhak about the cow and Hold bu went, 

Like Bomo mad elephant, and slow Biruniya, 

Wi th all the other cattle that ho saw 
Within thu field, and harried all tho InmL 
Ho w ent next to the homo of Farid tin, 

Searched it, but all in vain^ fur none waa fnimd. 

And burue<] tho lufty palace to the ground. 




§4 


Hair /hrCrfifn ipindumad Au Moiher aLoui hi* Origin 

Now Earfdun, when twice eight years had passed, 
^ught out Ills mother on the plain and fiaid 
Disetose thy secret, my who is my fathur, 
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VVliat is. mj tiDen^e, whtitii &]ia.ll 1 clecLcLre 
Mjsdi in pnblio f Let me have tho truth,^ 

Sfaa said: ^ 1 will toU all, cnj Doble boy I 
Within frAn orowhile lived one Ahtfn^ 

Of royal dkaeroing miiidp irisa, br^ive. 

And inoffenBive, sprung from Tafamiinia; 

Abtfii knew all the pedigriije. Thy sire 
And my deiir §poiii9e wtis he; my days were dark 
When we wore parted, Kew Zabhjik the warloek 
Stretched from (ran his hand against thy life, 

But 1 eoueeded tbea Oh! what woeful days 
I passed while that brave youth—tby Iktlwr—forfeitod 
HU awn HWeet Ufa for thee I New on Zahhdk 
The warlaek's shDultlers grew two stmLes whicli 
sucked 

The lifc^breath of Lrtini and thy aire's bmins 
Were taken from hU bead to feed them. 1 
IQ of time omno on on open pststurOp 

As yet unknown to fame, and there beheld 
A cow like Joeimd springs well shaped and coloured 
b'rotii bend to foot: before her sat her herfl 
Upon his heels os one before n king. 

1 put thee in hU chnrgia, For long ho nursed Lhse v. t 4 

Upon hU breast, the cow of penoook-huos 

Supplying thee with roilk that made thco thrive 

Like some hold urooudile, until the tidiDgs 

Of €ow and meadow reached the Sbahp and then 

1 bare Lbou from the pasture in all haste 

Ajid fled fnin and home and faimlj. 

He oamfi and slew thfl noble, tender nume 
That could Dot spoak to theOp then aeat the dust 
Up from oiir home and turned It to ditoh." 

The prince, enraged thereaL mused on revenge. 

And said with aching huort and knitlcd brows— 

" The lion growotb brave by vonturiiig, 
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And since the eoTcerer hutli dona hie port 
Mine h to lake my scimitar and laj 
Hifi pahice in the dnst^ such Is Gfjid'ti will** 

She Bsidi "This Is not well; ihou <tw£i not stjind 
Alone against the vorlth He hath tiie crowTi 
And throne, and trooj>3 at hk caniimuid. who come 
From all the roalni to batdo when he wiJJeth, 

A hundred thousand stroog. View not the warlJ 
With tiojiah 03™; the laws of blood-reTonge 
Demand it noL Drunk with the wine of j'oiith 
Men thmk Lhemselvea the 0Z1I3' onsN on earth 
Aod vapour, hut be thy dap mirth and Joy, 

Do thou, my aunl hear this adviue in mind, 

Give oU words save thy moLherk to the wind/^ 
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77>r Story nf Zatthdk aitf! A"rfM th^ Smith 

Zi&hhak had ** Feir/dun” upon his lljjs 
^ 4S Both diiy and nlgbii, his lofty stature honi 
Beneath the Lerrors of bia heart until 
One day, w'hen flitting on the ivoiy throiid' 

And wearing on hia head the turquoiso crown, 

He called the notables from every province 
To firm the of hia sovereignty. 

And said to them; ■“ Qoodp wi&o^ illustdons men J 
I have, as wot, on enemy 
Concen.lcd, and 1 through fear of ill to coma 
Despise not aueh tlitnigh weak I Iherefore netid 
A larger host—men, dfvs, and fairies Uki— 

And ask your aid, for mmoura Lrouble me; 

Wo sign mo now a smoU to this odect 
' Oar monarch aoweth naught but seefls of good, 
He ever .Kpeaketh truth outl wrongeth none/'* 
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Tbo^ upright men botfi joung iiEid oJfl etibeeribecl 
Their nainei upon the Dnigon^B doouinent, 

Agiiinst their wilb, beoaiuo they feared the ShiL 
Just thon vfm heard outride the pidace-gate 
The voice of one that elnrpoiiml far nHlresa* 

They called Mm in before the and set him 
Among tho pabulina* Zaiihiik in dudgeon 
; "Tell lis who hath wronged thee." 

Then tlie man 

Sinota on liLi head before tho Shih and cried 
“ 0 Shdb t my name is KAwa and I sue 
For Jujjtiecv Do me righL 1 come hi hikete 
Accusing t hoc in bittornofis of soul ; 

An act of jrisLioe will enhaiico tby greatiiEifi& v. 

t have bad many an outrage at thy hands. 

For thou liD^t atabbod my heart unceaHingly^ 

And if the outrages had aot tby simcLien 
Why bath my son boon taton f lb ad once 
In tills world eighteen sans; but one is left I 
Have mercy 1 hmk on mo this once [ My Uvur 
Ib ever bunimg I What h mine odbnee^ 

O Bb^h t Oh, ^ay ] If 1 have not oSbudiMJ 
Seek not oooarinn "gainst the inufjceql, 

Regard my plight and save thyself from woo. 

My back k hont with length of yoars^ doepidr 
Hath Heizod my heart, my head is all distraught, 

My youth is gone, mj ehilcirpn ckre no iiioro, 

And children are ihq nearest km on earth. 

Oppression hath a middle and an und. 

And pretext ever- Toll mo what Is Lhino 
For wronging me and ruitking my life. 

A smith am 1, an iiu>ffbnsivo man, 

Upon whose head the Shiih ts pmiring fire, 

And thou art ho, and, though of dragon-fonn. 

Must still do justice in this cause of mine. 
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^?in^ra thoti dnst rule ih^ msvon pruviueea 
Why should tho toil Mkd hiLrdithip all be ours P 
We have aecoEiuts to mtdo —thou and I— 

And all will be aghast if they ihall show 
Tliat tbLs my scin hath poristhdd is his tnm 
With all the rest to feed thcksc snakes of ihine.'^ 
The niDEjiLreh listened and was soro amazed. 
They set the young rnan free imd strove to win 
The father by fair words, but when ^ahhak 
Bade him stibscrihe tho scroll he read it through 
Anti shouted to the anoients of the realm:— 

” Confederates of the Dfv with impious haarLB 1 
Ye set your faces hell ward and havo jieltfed 
To that lUAu's bidding* 1 will not subscribe, 

Or ever give the ^hAk another thoughi^*^ 

He nhonted, rose Ln fury^ tmi the seroll 
And trampled it ; then with his noble son 
In front of him went raving to tho stmat. 

But all the courtiers blessed the i^Iiih aud iiaid:— 
lUtistriouft king of earth 1 may no cold blast 
From heaven pasB o'er thee on the day of battle. 
Why was thiA InsolenL Kjiwa oountenandiiHl 
As though a friend of thine I Ho torn the suroli, 
Hofusing to oliey thoe^ and is gone 
Bent on revenge and leagued, as thou woiildst aay* 
With Farfddn [ A ^iler deed than this 
We never saw and marvel snoh should \m.*' 

He answered quickly; I will toll you wondenL 
When Kawa mterci:! and I heard hU cries, 

A mount of iron iicomod to risa betwiat us; 

Ansi whan he beat his head a strange snusation 
Conndsed tno. How 'twill end I cannot tell; 

The aedrets of tho eky ore kno wn to jiona/* 

When Kdwa left the preBence of the Sbiih, 

A OTOwd assembled in the inarket'^ploce. 
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And BtUl ho ^houtod, oiying out for id^ 

And urging nil to sLnnil upon ihmt oghiA. 

Ho took a lout hem apron^ Bmh ob smiths 
W our to protoot tlioir legs whilo ni tlio forge^ 

Htuek k upon a spear^s point and forthwith 
Thraughout iho niajkot dust began to rme. 

Ho pa&Bi&il along with apear in hand oxclftiiuing;— 

*' Yft inen of imiiin I Ye won^hippora of Gotl * 

Whoe'er would '^iseape tho fottera of Kahhuh v. 

Lpt him reiiurt with me to Farfddn 

And shadow in his CSraoe. Conio jo to liim; 

ThtJ mlfir here k Atmman—^Gi:»d*a foe." 

So that i>oor leather^ worthleiB as it was. 

Diacnminated friends and enemies. 

He took the kad, and many Taliant tnen 
Reported to him; ho robellod and wont 
To Farfdiiu. When ho arrived shotitB roBO. 

Ho entorod tho new prince's court, who markeil 
The apron on the ^spcjir nnd hailed the Din€aL 
He decked the apron with brocade of Hum 
Of jewelled patteros on a golden gronnil 
Placed on the spoarpuiiit u full moon—a token 
Portending gloriously—and haraig draped it 
With yellow, rod, and violeti he nrimed it 
Tlie Kilwian flag, Thenoefnitth when any ShAh 
Aeroded to the throne, and donned tbo <STiiiwn, 

He himg the worthless apron of the smith 
With Billl more jowolB^ sumptuous bmeadop 
And painted silk of Chim It thus Ml out 
ITiftt Kawa'fi standard grew to 1«i a sun 
Amid the gloom of night, and checu^ all hearts. 

Titno passed and still the world maintained its seerQt 
When Farid tin saw matters thus, and all men 
SubmiM to vile Zahklk, he eame to Farrlnak 
Wilh girded loins, erowmed with a royal casque, 
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And Bittid: ** I go to batikp but do than 
Dovot& thyBolf to prajOT. The lUkor rabtii* 

Iq wi^al and woe iJiko cloip bwdU to 

With team and bkedmg heart jahe crkd: **0 Gtici \ 
My trust hath bi^cu la Thoe. Ttim from my (stm 
V. 4 ^ rile otudsuglitB of the wicked oa hii life. 

And rid the world of those InfAtiuttes.'" 

" ^rhoD FarfdAn gat ready with dospatoh * 

And secrecy. He had two brothers, both 
Of Dol^le birth and older thitn himself, 

Hight Kamnush and prosperoiis PurmuyjiL. 

He said to them? ” Live* gallant hearts 1 Lu joy. 
Revolring heaven briugeth naught but g^xid “ 

The Drown of power is eomiiig bsok to ui^ 

Provide me oiiimiDg smi ths and let thom make me 
A massivo mace*** 

They sought the smiths’ bsladr 
In haste, whence all the aspiring e raftsmen went 
To Farfdun, who taking oompaesos 
Showed to the smiths the paltem. tradng it 
ITpon the grouncL It bad a budialD'a hc^* 

They took the work in hand, and having wrought 
A massive mace they bora it to the hero. 

It shime os brightly m the noonday eiin, 

And Farfdun, approving of the work, 

Bofituw'od upon the makers raiment, gold. 

And silver, holding out to Lhoiii beside 
Bright bojioa and promise of advoiiDcinont^ saying:— 
If I shall lay the Dragon in the dust 
1 wiU not leave the dust upon your haads. 

But Justify the entire world, since I 

Have Him in mind who judgeth righteqtislyJ* 
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With hoftd niiis^ o’er the Run he girt hh kinfi 
For Tieiigcaiice for hLs father, und sseL forth 
Upon the day Khnrdiid right joyfully 
With favQiiring ala re and Bplemdid augurien 
The tri>:^ps afij^mhled at hia gatOp his Ihnme 
Was lifted to the clouds. The ifirst to go 
Were baggage and pFOvisJons for the army 
Od liuffaloes and Ligh-nocked elcpliiuile, 

Portiiuya rtyde with Kolcinueh beside 
The Shiih, like younger brothec^ and true friends. 
He wont like wind from stage to stage; revongo 
Was in his henid and justice in liLe hettrL 
The wairiorfl on their Arab chargers renched 
A spot where people dwelt who worshipped tkd, 
And Farfdiin dLsmoiinting groctoU them. 

Wlien tiight was darkening one m friendly gniso 
Approaobed hhn, walking with a moasnred tread, 
With mUEiky hair descending to the feet 
And favoured like a maid of Psiradise- 
it was Sunisli, who eamo thence to ad vise 
The king of good and ill, came like a fairy 
And taught him privily the magio art. 

That ha might know the key of every look 
And by his spells bring hiddon things to light; 
While Farfdiin, jwreoivmg that the work 
Was God’s not Ahriman'fl or oome of evil, 
Flushed Uko a ocrcis-hltDOiD and joyed to aeo 
How lusty ho and hia young fortune worn. 

The cooks prepared a fenst—a noble banquet. 
One fit for mighty mem Now Farfdiin, 

The drinking done, being heavy sought reposO- 
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Uiis brothers, eceing that G^rti spud hi* oftnsa. 

And that hb fortnno slmubereti not, depart'd , 

Without delay to cnuiposs hb dtjntmoiion. j 

There w«8 Jihovc their hcuclB u lofty cliff 
And tmdemeiith the ShUi slept ^joueefiilly. 

Hift two abandoned brotlnms Bcalod tbo height ^ 

That night iinsoen, and scrupling at no criiua j| 

Sot Jooao a mighty crag upon the brow 
Ta fall directly on their brother's head, 

V jt And kill him in hU sleep, Tlie enjahing omg. 

For God BO ordered, roused the sluiuborer. 

Who by hia magic art arroBted it 
In mid career: it stopped dead. Fwldun 
Went on hb way but kept tbo matter secret. 

In front marnhed K-awa with the Kiiwtaii standard, 
ft<ion to becotne the Bnsign of the realm. 

Thus Farfdim (aiyuncod, ns one who sought 
A diadem, toward tho Arwand. or call it. 

As Arab* do. tho Bljln, if thou knowest not 
'ITie ancient touguc. He marohod another stage 
And came upon the Dijla, nf' BaghdiUi. 

On drawing near ho nent to greet the guard 
And said: “ Despatch to this sido instantly 
Your boatB and vewela, bear me acmas with alt 
Mine army and lot nono bu loft behind. 

The riyer-guard sent not his boats not came 
At Farfdun'B hohest, but made reply 
“ Tho Bbah gave pri'fly orders: ‘ Laiuneh no boat 
t Without a passport under mine own seaL’" 

The prince, enraged and foorloBS of the streum, 
r - Girt lilio a king and bent upon reyongo. 

^ Plunged with bis rose-red ehargM in tho Bood. 

V. -j With ono accisrd his comrades girt thomBolves, 

Turned toward tha stream, and un their brays, floet 
steeds 
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Phingod OYOr Btuldlo-buok, Tko wpariors’ beads 
Reelod wbile tlioir swift steeds stnijfgled with tko Ude, 
And with ibeir neeks seemed to bo 

The pknatotn oobort of a droam. The wEirnom 
Reached tho dry land undatri^ in tlioir re vangft 
And set tboir faccfl toward Bait al Mukaddna, 

This lueoi ealbd wken tbay usod the ancient tongue 
Oang-i-Dmbukkt j to-day ’tis known among 
Tka Arabs ua “ The Holy Place," The fair 
Tail palace of Zakbiik was bnihled there. 

When they approached the city that they sought, 
And Farfdiin beheld it a mi in off. 

Fie Haw a pib whose Iniilding towered o'w Batiim. 

So that thou wouldst Iihyb said: '* 'Twill cateh the stars I 
It shone like Jupiter in heaven; the pbfio 
Appeared all peaeo and loTe and tuippincaa. 

Tho hero rflcoguised that Boat of power 

And springlike beauty as tho llragon'* dwelling, 

And said! "Thoman who roared a pile like that 
From dust 1 fear mo eottonetli with the wotlil, 

But still 'tifi better to press cm than tarry." 

This said he grasped his masstve macq and gave 
His fleet steed rein, and thou kadst said: " A flame 
Shot np before tho guards," 

He entered riding— 
An mexperionced but valiant youth. 

Who oalled upon the naino of God—while they 
That were on guard fled from him in dismay. 
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Thou Farldnn overthrow the taliaman, 

Raised heavcn-high by Xahhdk, because he saw 
That it WHS not of God, with massive maco 
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Liiid low the Boroerots wilJilii the palace— 

All fierce and notable diva—and himaelf 

Upon the odchanier’a throne. This dow be took 
Posacasion of tho ro^^al crown and paleoe. 

But djough be searnhed bo failed to find Zahhik^ 

Tbon from tbq women's bower bo brought two Mob 
Sun-fftcedr dark-Heyod j, ho had thom bathed, bo puTg-ed 
Tho dartnesa of their mindB by tcacbing ihoiit 
Tho Way of Clod and made them wholly dean; 

For idobwonsbippam bad bronghl tbeni tip 
And they wet^ dazsd in miad like dninteii folk. 

Then while tbo tears from their bright oyos bedewed 
Their rosy ohcefca those ala tors of Jumabfd 
Said thus to Fariddn: Mayst thou Ijo young 
Till oorih is old I What star waa this of Lblue,, 

O favoured one I Wbut ireo bora theo as fruit. 

Who ventnreat msido the Idon's lair 
So hardily^ thou mighty man of valour / 

Wliat anguish and wbnt bale have we endured 
All through this dragon-abouIdereJ Ahnman I 
V. 54 Oh I what a miaamble world for m 
Did this inlaLuated sorcerer make I 
Yet saw wfl never here a man bo hardy, 

Bold, and am bilious as to think that ho 
Could take the thronei** 

He answered: “Tbrona and feriuno 
Abide with none. My sire was foTtuue's favonrite, 

But stiU ZabhAk seized on him in frAn 
And dew hitu cruelly^ fio I have set 
My fnoe ngainst Zabluik^B throne in revenge. 

He alow the cow BimiiiTa too—my nurse^ 

A very gem of beauty. Wliat could he. 

That viUmn, g™ by idaughtering that dumb beast ? 
Kow I am niad j and I purpose war ; 

1 come not from (rAu to bring him purdon^ 
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Or pood will, but to bmiu bim in tevcngo 
Witli this oi-headod iimce." 

Whou Anuiwiiz 

Haurd this shfl guessed tho wcwl, ond refilled:— 

" Than thou Jtrt Farfddn tha WbAh and will 
Abolish ufittromnoy and hlook art. 

For thou art fitted to destroy Zabliiikt 
The binding of thy bin# will loose the world. 

We twain, pure, (ntsdast, and of luyol sawl, 

Submitted only through thu fear of do^h, 

Else wtudd wa over sleep or wjtke, O kiitg I 
Beside a eorpant-BpouBe I “ 

Then Forlddn:^ — 

“ If heaven over tus shall do me right 
1 wili cut off this Dragon, fmia the earth, 

And purge the world of its impurity. 

Now speak the truth at onco and toU me whore 
That one is." 

' Those fair dames told him all \ 

Tboy thought: "The Dragon’s head will moot tho 
shears," 

And said : " Ho went to Hindiistan to practise 
Some spell-work in that la^ of sorcarors. 

Ho will nut off a thoueand Innoceut honds. li 

For ho is tetTor-atmek at evil fortuna, 

Because a scot hath said : ' Earth will Iw void 
Of thee, for Farfdun irill soim thy throne 
And ihy prosperity wither in a moment. 

Struck by the words his heart is oil aflame, j- 

Aud life offbrdeth him no happiness. 

Now is ho slaughtoriog beasts and men and 
woronm 

To make a both of Wood and thus dafest 'I 

That prophecy. Those serpents on his shoulder* 

Keep him in long and sore disquictudeL 
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Fjtoiu oIIthc to climfl' tio wvsth, for tba BTUvkes 
GiVfi him no rest, 'Tib dmo for hh roturn, 

But plftcc there ia not," 

Striokon to the heart 
That lovely pair revealed the myBlory: 

The axaltad ehiaftain lUtoned eagerly. 

§8 

T}if Starff JiirCfirtm onJ th« MtniftrT of Pjthhdk 

ZithhAk while absent left in charge of all 
A mim of wealth, who served him like a slave, 

So that hifl master marveUod at bis zeal, 

Onn aamml Kiindrav, hocauHi he used to limp ' 
Before the myuat king. Uo oaiue In haalo 
And aaw withiji the ball a utrangor crowned, 
Reposing on the throne, in pemm like 
A ojproaa over whioh tho full moon itbitieth, 

On one side Shah tin Aa the oypreas-BlIni, 

Upon the other moon-faced Amawiir. 

The oity swarmed with fioldiors, and a guard 
Stood ready arniod before tho palace-gato. 

All undisiuayod, not asking what it meant, 
KiJiiflrav approached with lowly revorence, 

Then offered homage, saying: Live, O king t 
While time shall huiL BU«t he thy sitlmg hero 
In Grace, for thon deservest sovereignty. 

The Mven climes be thine and be thy head 
A hove tho ruin-clnudB." 

Being bid approach 

Ha told the ShAh tho Bcerota of his offiea 
And was commapdofl; “ Serve a royal feast, 

Lot wino be brought, call minstrels lit to hear, 

1 (itjTnoIistJj wMt out be mUed upon, fie* tlm lamduc- 

tory bate to tiii 
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To nlieor tue aL tlio bsDqoot, lUl tba goblot, 

Spread oat tho board, and Boniinun worthy gaaalB." 

KundroT obeyed and brought bright wina and ininstrcU, 
And noble guealfi whtwe birth naLitlod them. 

So Farfddn (luaffcd iriuo tind oboee the lays 
And held that night a worthy fiatival 

KunilraT at dawn left the new priiMSO in huBto 
Arul on a awift ste>od sought Zabhiik, Arrived 
Hu told the things that bu biul seen and heard i— 

" O IHntf of ubiols! the Wikon of thy fall 
H mli oonio, tlueo wiun of nohlo mien arrived 
With troops; the youiigeBt of tho tbreo, in height 
A i^'prosH iUid a king m fnfio, is placed 
Between the other two and batli prucedenc®. 

Hli maoo is like a mountain-crag and ahineth 
Aun.I the host Ho enlorud thine al^k 
On horseback, and tho others rode with him— 

A noble pair. He went and sat upon 

Tlio royal throne and broke thy ohajiiia and spolh. 

As for the diva and waniom in iby paliue 
Ho struck their heads off as bo rode along 
Ami mingled brains and blood 1" 

Zalibik ropliotl:— 

“ Tis well, guests should onjoy thomselves." 

Kundrav 

Retorted: *'Ono ihathsth an os-beatl mace I 
Eowarc gf such m coming and in going ; 

Busidus. ho siitoih boldly on thy eoueb, 

Rruselh from the crown and belt iby name, 

And mafcoth thinu ungrateful folk bis own : 

If such a gueat thou knowesl know him such, 

Zahbik aaiil: ‘'Trouble not, it bwJotli well 
Whua guesu ore at their imiso," 

Kundrav replied 

■» Yea, I have hoard so; hear thou my rojoiadar: 


166 


THE SHABNAHA of FI EDA vs t 

If this gmt man be aoy giifflit of thijio 
AVbat buamjss batb he in thy women's Iwwer » 

He Bitteth with the BiBlersof .fuinnbid 
The worMlord. taking counsel, while this hand 
Ls toying with the cheek of Shahrinaz 
And that with ArnawAi' camalian lip. 

At night he doth still werse and pilloweth 

His head on iiiuskl What mnsk ? The looks of Moons 

Who ever were the idols of thy heart.** 

Zahtulk, wolf-savage, wished that he were dciwi. 

With foul alhuse he sternly hoaracly threaten od 
That luckless one ; ” No mure shajL thnu have chaigo 
Of any house of mine." 

Kimdrav replied; — 

« Henceforth, 0 kingl I deem thy fortune ahent. 

How shouldst thou make me ruler in the cily, 

Or give me even ndnatrols' work, when tbnu 
Hast lost t he throne of power ! For like a hair 
From dough hast thou departed from the throne 
Of sovereignty. Think, sire ! what thou wilt do. 

Have thine own interests no ooueem for theeT 
They ne'd* before were in such Jeopardy." 


§9 

Hnw FaniJun /wflowi EnhhAt 

Roused by that talk Zahhiik resolved to act. 

And liade his keen-eyed roadsters to bo saddled. 

Now a» ho uoared the city by a byway 
With valiant diva and warriors, and aaw 
His palnce-roofs and gate he vowed revenge. 

The troops of Fan'diin received the tidings 

And flocked to meet him. Leaping from their sleoils 

They struggled hand to hiind. Tho citisens, 
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Sucb fts werci WArlite, mannad ibo foofs mtl gates 
I'or FurliJiin; StohliAk hail rondilfincd them. 

Briohs from the walls, stanoa froTn-the ruefs, with swonl* 
And poplar arro ws in. tho street, ware plied 
As thick as hall; no piai'ft '™* ^ stani 

Tha laouiitwnB echoed with the ohieftaiDs' ehouta. 

Korth trumblod neath the chjugera* tramping hoors, 

A olond of block ilust gathenKl, and the flints 
Were pierced by javelios. From the Fane of Fire 
One shouted: “ If some wild lipast hod been Shilh, 

yfff _young and old—hod sorvod him loyally. 

But not that foul Hahlialt with dn^n'ijbouldcrs. 

Tho warriore and dtmans were Want 
'rogelhor os they fought—^a mass of nion. 

O'er that bright city rose a oloud of dust 
That tunifd the sun to lapishwiilL 
Anon Ziihhdk alone in jealous fear 
Approached the pftliiM, mailod, that none might know 

him. 

Anni-d with a loaso sixty auhils long 

He Bcidi^il the lofty edifice in haste 

And saw beneath him dark-ayod Shshrinaa. 

Who toyed bewitchingly with Fiuidiin. 

Her cheeks were Uke the day. her l.*cks like night. 

Her lip were opneil to revile Zahluik, 

Who njcognieed iherdn the act of God— 

A dutch of evil not to he eTadod— 

And with hl 9 hrain inflamed by jealousy 
Dropped ono end of the lasso to the court. 

And so slid down from that high roof, regorfhas 

Of throne and precious life. As he dewimded 

He drew a keon-edgod laniard from its 

Told not his purpose or his name, Init ehitchud 

The sted-bhio dagger in his hand, athirst 

For Llood-the blood of those two l«aut«.u» darnau 
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Hk foot no snoner lesToti on tho groimd 
Tban FariJiin nwliofl on him Uko the wind 
And beat lik holm m wiLh tba macio. 

“ Strike not” oriod bl^t Snrmsli, who hnrrifiJ thitborj 
" Rm tims hath noL yut ooum, but hind hini van¬ 
quished 

Firm ad a nxjk md beiir him to aomo gorge, 

WhoFQ friends and kiniinien will not eoine to him,'* 
Wbon Fsridun heurd that ho tarried not. 

Rut gat a hisdo made of iIoii''a hide 

And iKi^mid Zalibdk atoimd the arms and wokt 

With bonds that no huge efopbnnt could anftp. 

Then sitting on Zahh4k^s own guidon throne 

Dotermhiwl all the evil uaagos 

And mndo a [miolan^ation at tbo gate:— 

** Yti citizens possesseti of Gmce nud wisdom ! 

Disam) and follow but one path to fame. 

For oitkens and soldiera may not seek 
A oomiQOD oxoadenee; this hath hia eraft 
And that his mace ] their spheres ere evident 
And, if confounded, earth will bo m ton. 

Depart rujok'mg. each one to his work, 

And live and prosper long, hccaufiO the foul one, 

Whose acts brought terror on the woridp k bouud.'^ 
ilen hearkened to ihe great redoubted Sh&li^ 

Ikon all tho leading, wwtlthy ciLizens 
Drew near with gladneas bringing ofterings 
And heartily accepted Faridiin, 

Who graeioiiflly rsofiived them and discreetly 
Gave each bia rank's due, counselled thani at large. 
And offered up his prayers and thanks to God. 

Then said : '* The re alm is mino, your fortune's star 
Is bright, for me alone did God send forth 
From Mount Alburz by Grace, and for your sakos. 

To Mt the world free from the Dragotfs banB. 
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BloBt as wo are by Him who givath good 
Wo ought to walk toward good upon His paths. 

As king I may not tarty in one place, 

EIso would 1 pass with yon a length of daye." 

The nabloH kissed tins ground Anun tbo din 
Of drums rnso from the gato whorcon all oyes 
Wcro fixed, the people yallod agaiaBt the man. 

Whoso days wore almost sped: “ Bring ftirLh tlio Dragon 
Bound in the lasso's coils os ha doservelh. 

The troops withdraw no wealthier than they uttme, 
And took Zalihak. bound shamefully ond flung 
In WTotohud plight upon ft camels bock 
On this wiss to Shlrkhwn.' Call this world old» 

Or ever thou sbidt hear this stoiy told, 

Whttt changes niinil^rlesB have pussad imd BtUl 
Must pww horoftfter oTor plain and hil) I 

Thus fortune's favourito bora Ziihluik toward 
Khirkhun, and driving him among the mountains 
Was purpodiing to cost hmi homlhing down. 

When oariio the blest Surush and whispered thus 
The prince in friendly wiiic: “ Convey the captiva 
Thus to Mount Dam aw and witli speed, and take 
f No escort, or hut what thy safoty needoth," 

/ He bore Zahhok os one ihot rideth port 
fetterod him upon Motmt Doimiirand, 

Si when now bonds wort nddeil to the old, 

And fote hod not another ill in atoro, 

The glory of Zahhuk becaina liko dust 

And earth was oloaneed from his abominations, 

t ic WBii removed from kindred and from frionds. 

And bonds nlono were loft him in tha mountains. 
Where Faridnn ohuEO onl a narrow gorgo-^ 

A chasm which be had luorkwl of viewless depth— 

I id ttid ViinfWfl, " HhlfVlaii.'* "Uli cao loltvr dhoagoJ. mew 
coll fJiJ.” 


T. tii 


THE SH A HU Ait A OF FtRDAVSl 

And liftviog sliidded it witii heavy nails. 

Whoroon Llio brain might ohAfo, fitcurod Zabhidit 
Bannd by the biuidfi upon a crag, that bo 
Hut anguifth uiight endure- Tliue was ho left 
To hangr his hcart’a blood tdoklod to the ground. 

Cnmo let us, lo«l we trepd the world for ill. 

Bo on attorning eveiy gcnod inteuL 5 
Xo good or evil w'ill endnro but fllill 
Cfood fumisbeth the bstler tnonuraent. 

A lofty wealth of cvoiy kind. 

Will not avail; thy monument* on earth 
Will be the reputation left behind 
And iberefocft deem it not of little worth-, 

Xo angel was the glorioujs Farlduo. 

Not mnst and anibergria i he strove to win 
By juatico and benefinencs the boon 
Of greatnoss: be a FarJdiin therein. 

By godlike travail undertaken he 
First eleansed the world from its iniquity. 

The binding of Zahbak, that loathly one 
Devoid of justice, was iho chief deod done. 

Ho next avenged tbo murder of Ahtfn, 

Canst'd all the world to ruccgnlso his sway, 
And lastly purged the Hiirfacc of earth nlean 
Of madmen, and took miscreants' power away. 
O world I bow lovely and malign art thou 
To breed the quarry and then hunt it down t 
Lol where is Fnrfdun the valiant now, 

Who took away from old Zahbak tlie orown f 
Upon this earth live hundred years he reigned 
And then departing left on empty tbroae; 
Bequeathing earth to otbera. ho rciainofl 
Of all that ho possessed regret alone, 

Si» is it with us whut-hcr groat nr small 
And sheep or shepherd, 'ti« the same with all. 
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HIS KEIGN WAS FIVE HUNDRED "VEARS 


ABOrjffENT 

F^ridiin wlKin llmh- «it*bllii«a cn the mir™ hi- th^ 

diridtos tlw »rU. into thP» l-ri. Rii™. ^ 

tL twn «ld«r, hwomltig oiiTioil. of the youngert, m^^t 
™ tbo gr^odioo of thoir lou^nMJ hrot^r. 

Miniirhihr. who .uwood. to tW tbn»w oftor the <f»th of rorWnii. 


!TWTE 

Of hwlinif by fch<. 

, H4 B ^ it f^Piind In 

Tiomoa beeidei TriW’* mther !««*» <” ^ 

fc.. the other il»n, oootiwioa i™ Jown ^ 

I^-«.don nf the wetme.' end Tieitnoi «vaow«l with the gift 

In the Zendeverfu. Trfti Ap^ T«lUeAhj^ 

three p,™«,.ge^Thxii.^ Athwy^ 

Thrite U tlwTB toi»ro«nt«f »• the Brat heelcir. ejm ■■ 

wt oirored'tho driiikHdreriog of the ^.n- Th- w^ 
^ i, bleu Mi raealod with hiai. * *ord which U nld to mee O 

I Skc UtiwL p. 7- 
*!« 
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“ with Toferi'inws appiufv>tit]^ to £tEi miHiiaU Tlw 

priusL 4 nd w&no uqa ori^fLiinlJj. lu reward Uw 

offarin^ tbu HiitiiTui two VXiM boni to Tfant&t al whum nno 
wiui tbu b^ro KfrTt^KiMpa. Athw^ is M ths 

Aoeou^ tv offiff Uw and oa a rdWflld lor ao dubi^; li aon 

\9 bam toi him t^jo—Tlim»‘t4ji^itiK^ wbo«o iloobk olisrn^ittir m litiTo 
aiJii phjii^iiuWii is likifirlj ifuiicciLt*^ lia ii cliiscirilHQd ju tho azp.it€r 
Elf th^i djB^ik thilMkn, mid k uko wonihippetl ki hi* as 

llfulair ti) AT^rt or uiiTu iloltDrBflti. Thv word iiri|*iilJAlJy ti4'i 

kjpkibot AjPplkrfi to ThritB+ hcsQaiflA applied to his nan Kiir&«Mpft jm 
m {MtroDjmic!. Hi! ifl t\n» dynonbiMl a> Kima Kor^iAuiepa^ iu4d u 
npiioiat upitliQt ii bflitowrcttl uo hiiu iomotimefl to tlm of 

other H^At of Najinuumu^ ** LLo tiuLtdji' Iflihdenl'* 

Ho k lioiMn-tbMl 'm tbi.' iiiilwiilTikatJi u tho liolj Ki]™d.Hjia, thu 
thi» dub^boiLEtjr whth ptiiti»l hiiJr,^ . ■ » tho tELJiiUy^iHfl&rti-Nj 
KoTififtdApA« p . be whe wwm the it!iniiE»t of ^Hii m&ii of rittimi^th, 
MJrt to ZamthEl.'tlfA, lor bki uytnly ooor&^o, Tor Minly Coamj^o 
o1a¥d unto liim^ « . . Mnuly hnii ol foot^ iiiiiiliiKipirigE 

to rku, ftflil rnlly awako, t^w^i eliTo unto KeiuBo^x^"^ Rhort 
oes^uliJitB of Ml uipluitH OAMlr iil IliiF ^faudliTaiiUk^ but tliO foUMit 
Are fimini 'm a PuhliTl vnnuin of tliii fourloi^iith Fir^tu'd of U]# 
loit SAdkiif Nmk. U app«in thet KerMilip*. pruat u he Wm 
&A 1 h^i, lull 1 ^tkm to thi» WlklB uf mie of Ahrlnimn^a iTil 
crwttiona—the P^riti KnathuitJ, who wu ufli tu'ld ^'olnvu unto 
XurtMHiepiL^'* The FftiTtlcA ji the Porf^ our Pori or Felt^* nJid 
■jmlHkUikt^i Ldulfltry in Ziprooiit rttt-fk mytholoijy,* Kdri«iwpn thoro^ 
foro Tiogluetoci the wLinhip lof fiiro ahi] bocamti tkn Irliiktur, Fiir 
thin hi! wtu EHiit lutii he31| whom he romaitied till Utmiucdr hiirinic^ 
heal'd him eunmumded hy ^irumter, iummonsd hin^ uitl ha ploutiid 
to Im! Telumeil M Baniidu’rAlbckn ol thu i^ehmI works atdiiuvihl hy liinii 
while ou uartx He urgijid that h« *law the aerpunt RnVirhar^ 
^^wiiiuh tfua awkdlLiwuk^ hursoM emf iwnlh>wiii^ exid. ili tooth 
wore lu luut^ m my iuth* iU eur wm m large u fuurtoon bUnkuta, 
its eju wiu ui krgu hi a whoulp Hinl its horn woe oj mmh ei Dohak * 
in bai^ht. And I woe miiukUg u muidl Hi half a day un iti liook, 
tillers hufiil iHJt uuittuia by ukj at the uemk a ohib LiuHio for 
my kaint, end ic hmm iluiu uutri}^ht by me - * - by too Ijamllirop^ 
WM Ahufl outri^htp by whum twullfji dlltrints awra liuttnirod ut 
ODCO. Wbuu I Jookod AHOJlkij; Iho tuoth of Gali^lorupp ikqol imu 
were atieking among hii tooth ; and my beard tmi eeized hy hitEtp 
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nnil 1 Tiim cnul; uE thy MM,? tlinv dmTH oinl kii^^llta thp 

DGniiiLit; imt main tain ad hj tu ih ihn UTitl tiimt I boounn mure 

|x>irBrfiil tium U^djuTwp. Tha lulo of OandftTfcJi!'! foot fcTis iilio 
by mn^ond the ™r tlRyud off tsp to Iti htiwi, vid 
wiLh it tba tianclfl and Eisat nf TiikDdttrBpi tiWt boliod , . Hlld 
(ImidarEp utiLi tH-kiiiL imd dn.1 h by Bki i- * ■ Orant wr^ O Allhrfi^ 
ijuw( [ bemve^ or the anprcip^a hoti-vao I fur I hn¥ie ikin tbo bif^h- 
miytiiEiti who wdJTTi wo hijj in bcMly tJmt, whim tli&y were vnilkinj^, 
pocplu ootuidureiJ In thla< thiit * balow thviu -lire the stAra Hiid 
Hioon^ ami below them iuoVib^ the imi *1 dawn, uiil the wwler of 
tlsp tm Itairb&t up tn ihmr kiiiMi*.' Afol I renchnd up to thtilr 
they wiptw luiill^en nn the lui'i by iiio; they full, mid tha 
hUU on the earth were fthtttl^red hy tbimi.*’ Ketitf«jip* went on 
to tc^ll hnw the dsDioiie the wind t4> attnek luini I'jow it 

catno UB iii ita itransfthf lipneltin^ erery ahrub^ uni thK'p umt 
reduclnj^ eatEh to powder m ite i^uth, ftmi how ha withitood it 
and [ir^milticL He QneLtjp ploadicd that wheiii in this^ EiUneea oE 
timop J&ihliLik iitiill etcape from tb* fetleri whurtiwitti KArldrsn 
bound him to Mnoot Baum wand, <md thraatofn the Wothi with 
durtruaibii, be {Ktireewpa) alniMi oalt di^twilHar end fiiiaHy d&etroy 
that Otil spirit. Umituii, in eaimiileratiDn for the outrn^ spirit 
uE firo, hng remeiotMi ofHiarate to the plenditiija. of Kerr^inipm 
thuiij'b supp-uted by thofeu of ^ruftster hinMeJl and othute, but 
JiiiiaLly yieid^ Uid KeraBiiepa WM admitted into hoa^'^en.^ 

With roypird to the dnaJ dafftractiim of /ahliulk by KtiFF.aispii Wn 
nnd inffirmatlou in the Eimdalilsll iLtid ill the Ilahman Tut. 
Cufiihmin^ tho acc^onnU ritou, we iMtn that Kcjasuiiw ohtiunEd 
immartaiity while on rawtlit hi*t tliait 4^wiuR t<» hi* Alighting £m- 
worship he wits WuUlidod i^' a Turk rinmixt XlhiiLri Ajid fell aafHep 
ill the Talley oE PiiTlitl In Kdbulifliiin, Hu ll tfure wmtohtui ni^r 
by the ebrine ghwyt wod hy tbs i^uardion apitltH *4 tlie r^htcnJiM 
till the epoch when tlw pjvnrv of ^Tfl shall rally for tlie liwt 
Rreat stru^le Ajpilmt grmd^ and AhHnmn smnmciti ^hbik flxim 
iHount DamiWAUd. /iillhliV will nlidl f^rlh frt^ed tnmi tho fetters 
oE Fatiddn^ first mppafrntly AWaUoW AhrimaB hlTlLselfp Lhau a 
third oE mankind^ cattle, aheejv nodi athsr craaturtia of Crmuxcl, 
AmSU thn water, Eire, and TugetAliPin, and cozmiiit ^vuum aln. 
Tiiun tbo water, tho hre, and si-iTotalinn will lament baEore 
TTninrad and proy tliat FatldAn may be tbtItmI to iilay Zahhiik> 
eUe hru d^-idorBs that it will Unt liirntf and water that it will not 
flow. Then Unniiad will bid BEinish and latKither angd to tom 
Kert-j^lftlia the SSmam They wtU go to him and nil him thrlcr. 


I WFT, U. 



in 


THR SHiHNlMA OF PiRDAUSf 

At th 4 > fourlti iniiiin.VDiii ho will wiikii ftinl forth to *ni!ntuitii»r 
&hhitk, «mllo hSm ou the baadi witli thu faniont olub, ntid •lay 
him. All eril, ria, aad luiMry will «)M«, aJul Uli* urn of otorUKl 

Ltl ttHS SUhliiiiiia. UlritllH Alhwi-is, and 

KnnHiifl|iu NonniAnan rDnppoiir uiiiiur ulitmf^vd Tlifita 

anti Thrrtt^itwina owImw into Ftt.rfdiin| whllfl AtliW)'h bwon^ 
Abtkn^ thy father iif FnridilCl, Sonitt Keraaila^in iSMimiman 
tip into Mveml perwnaHlie#-Bam+ fcbo Kmodfathiir, Wld Narfmiili, 
Llip ipnndLathiar, of Rustnm, Ganiuhip, n Hwjfn romutn 

aiMOpitof Of perlwpi OfiTihitup, fcfa« beru iMnlSonfid in Lha 
prejwnt ™t|rrt, and poMilaly OaraluUp, tha tonLli ^ImIu In tbo 

caaP of Si«n and Marlmtiii ilui opitlinta nlld pntMwijriniffl t>f aojli&r 
timya biHSi^ine thn insLiAv* at EhMi of lutut 

Thy thfTW mim ol FaHdda—Enlm, Tor, and Imj—npppar In Uw 
ZftTLiIaTiutii aa aairima# Tiini, and Airyii rMpeptivflly. Kirdaiiai 
HMinit tfl deriTB tLua timt* nf la^UTHO wi-rntj^ly, from the Aj%lm 
^ Tdr may l>u <jonn*Kftod wkL an Aryan rwot 
■Hn"" TP ^M*nLi i^ » to H-ffyU^to (?T0W lilltiat or ■tnrti^/ Jraj ia Uw 
aania Word ai Aiy-all and nnaalii ^ noblo.’* 

Feit bhu ethmnnl BlgtuQc^nDB id the iiamna, ««! lutpid. p. ^4. 


atsewM HTtrma 

When FiUidQn ulLaUiGtl tis wish, and niignod 
Suprf5tno on earth, h* ordflKKl aj-own nnd Llirona 
Acoortling U> Llie ustHiM of old tiiutai 
Within the polaco of tlia king of kings; 

And on tbe lir&t of Miht. a blea^d daj> 

Set on his head the rojfal dmdoin. 


■ For tEw pibjEEt-raattM af ttw above HEF, 277 , JjS; i 

MS t 1I7.A IIL 1J3I WPTt S3* . 

^ In Lhn nfdB*t PablaFfc^tkat of tbr loJieripiloiTi—tbe I^Weia r and ^ 
wBie Tc^r^Bcnm by ilLatLnrt pdffOi, bat In the Satar FablaTl—tliafc bf 
the maoTmerlpte—the SUmb aluod for both ioltert ? it Si ftftiy Lo 
andcrautjd the aunTeiuoD tbal raielbeti, offponLftJly ia the ea« of proper 
Sqc DE[p i 19- 
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In diiya, ap^irL'lionsivo of no ovil. 

All men began to troswl tlie path of God, 
AbsLaLaing from contontion and obisorvmg 
A feasL inaugiLmtod royally. 

Then iago* aat rnjoicliag and nacL held 
A riibj goblfit, Limn thu wino waa bright, 

Tho new Sim Vs "waft bright and all tho world 

ItBdlf waji brigbtmied that inontb bcguLQ. 

Ho bade mop kindk bqjifirfls and the poopk 
Burned ambei^ris and eo&gh ; thuM tio biunded 
Mjbrgikja.^ Tliftl timo of rest and festival 
Bogan vritb him, and bift memorial 
Li still the month of Mihr^ lie banlRhed then 
All grief and labour from the iiunds of mou. 

Ho dedicatoi] not a single day 
To evil in hve eenturies of sway* 

Bat jet the world renjained not his. Then sbitn 
Ambition and eseape from grief, my &oti I 
No to well that this world Is no property, 

And tmflll conlentment wilt thou gain thereby. 

Now FanLnak yet know not Lluil her ehild 
Had uome to bo tho SMh, nr that fSahhilk 
Kod Inst tho throne and that hia power was ended. 
At length newH of the happy youth orrivthd 
And of hia being crownetL She baLbetl herstlf 
And prostrate in God'a proHonoo offorod thanks 
Booanso of thiB itiDSt happy turn of fortune, 

And uttered maledictions on Zahhik; 

Then to all those who were in poverty 
And fitrovo to hide it she afforded aid, 

But kept alike their secret and her own. 

She spmt a week on dJuis till paupers failed; 
Another week she fensted all the nobles, 

Bedecked her houfo os it had been a garden 
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And them roooived her gueats. She then unloeked 
Tlie pirtttl of her scaret hoRrdu, brought forth 
The vftrious trenstinw tluit she had ftniMsed, 

An d piirpi'jAed to distribute nil her store. 

It Bcenifid the time to ope tbo truftBiity. 

For (Iraohms wnre'trifloB sinoo her son was Sh;ih. 

She made uo stint of robes and rajsl jcwols. 

Areibiaa sleeda with headstall* wrought of gold. 

V. <4 H nborgoons, boltnotSj double-headed dsrLa, 

Swords. crowiLS nnd belts. Ititeiit iipfm her son 
Sbe placed her wealth on camaU and deapatehed it 
Witli praiees on her tongue. The king of earth 
Beheld, accepted it. and bleassed his motber. 

The leaders of the army when apprised 
Spi'd to tlie mnnareh of the world and cried: 

Tietorion* Slnib and worshipper of tlod. 

To whom be praise 1 may Tie give praise to theei 
Thus may thy fortune grow from day to da}*. 

Thus may the fort nous of thy foes be shonl. 

May hcnvfo make thee still Tioterioua 
And mays! thou still be gracious and august." 

The wise came to the Shah from their retreats 
And poured before his throne gold miaed with 
gems; 

Tlio nobles loo from all his provineos 
At that hockLidfl asaembled at his gate. 

Where all invoktjd God's blcesing on the urovm, 

The throne, the dindeni. and sigaet-ring. 

With bands upstrt'tchcd they prayed right heartily 
May Hitch joy last, the Shah bear fruit for ever. 

Ah time wont on bo journeyed round tbo world, 
Examining Its rights and. mysteries, 
llarkoil eoeh injustice and all wasted lands, 

Bound evil hands with bonds of kindliness— 

A policy that well beseomath kings— 


I 
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Bedecked Uie world like PondUc, nsd riUKcd 
InfitOAcI of gross the aypresa oud the rose-ueo. 
He leoebed Toumisha, posamg by Atuul,’ 

And built o soot Idiere iu the fomoiis elioce : 
Kiis is the luodom title of the pkoo. 


HtfW FnrUl^n Jwtrlid t& 

Nijw fifty yecurs Iwd piLssed, Mid by gwd forttmo 
He had three nuble Bonn fit fer tli@ cnown. 

Of royal births m tall aa cypresBas, 

With cheoltB like apriog, hi all poiulfl like Lhoir father. 

Two w^e the Etfunleue eons of Skohrina^t 

The youog^eat fair-ehoeked Artiav^ had borne; 

And though they could outpace un olepbkut 
Their father in Lis lu¥e had named tht'in ootM 
In time the Shah perceived thfitii fit le nde 
And called Jandal, a noble coiiDsellor, 

In eveiythmjf devoted to his locdi 

And said: " Go round the world, select three maidens 

Of noble lineage worthy of mj sons. 

Id beauty fit to be aSiniHl to mo 

And named not by their fliro for fear of talk. 

Throe sisters in full blood with fairy faces. 

Unstahied, of royal racOp so much alike 
In height and looks that folk can acarcio discern 
Betwixt them."' 

Having heard he ondertook. 

Thu fair emprise, fur ho wiis ahrewd and upright. 

Of plansihlo address and foil of tact, 

He left frun with certain of Ids friondi 
To moke inquiries and receive reports. 

I In H iteMhiU riit 
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^riicn when liciani r>f mj &bier with dauj^hiersi 
Ho Boughti to learn about them priTU}"* 

Yot could not tind among tbt? weiklthj thaocsi 
Ono fit to bo ofllnod to Farid lin. 

- M This fibroid and holy man at length rofiebed Sarr— 
The monarch of Yaman—with wfboin he found 
Tlio object of Ills seoteb—three maidens suck 
Ah Faridnn rcKiiiired. Witli stately stopr 
As ^twera a phes^anl pacing tnw^ard n rose, 

Ho came to SarTp and having kiaaed the ground 
Explained hLs comings praised the king and Bciid ;— 

** For e^^er Uve^ exial ted EOTereign, 

TUou ceaaeloES lustre nf the crown and ilirone f 
The kuig said: Bo thy prabe in every tnoiUh. 

What is thy tnessagB T What are thy eommands ? 

Art thou amba&sador or principal t** 

Jandal ropHod - May every joy be thine. 

And ever far from thee the Laarl of ill^ 

I come m Bome poor heathen to convoy 
A message from fran. Great Farfdiin 
Saluteth thoo hj inc^ Thou aak^st my husinoss* 

1 answer: Mighty Faridiki applaudeth thoo, 

And great are they whom he despiseth uoU 
Ho said,' ^Say to the monaroh of Yatnou:— 

So long as musk hath Hcent porfuuio the throne^ 

Be thy griefs scattered ami thy wealth amassed, 

And over, king of Arabs! mayst thou Ijo 
S afoguarrlod by tho stOTH from rJl misbrip. 

What thing is there more sweet than Hfo and children ? 
Yea^ thov are sweeter tlian all else beside. 

For none is dearer than a child, that bond 

Is as no other bond. If any man 

Hftth three eyes 1 possess thorn in my sons. 

But know that they are batter fit ill than eyes 

For thoao that Itiok on them give thanks. What mid 
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THq when ho HeOnc^l a projwr Itiagiie ? 

‘ “ r no'or ally mysif5lf but with my bottor*"* 

A sage intent on gooi] will hm frioacla 
Among his poera, men may l>e fartiioiitB 
But nionarclis utn not well without s hosit. 
ily realm in prospemiu^ I huve treorfure. mighti V, &7 
And ilariagp with throe &qiih who woU desen'o 
To resgTi—triEe, men of kiiowledgo and of prowoEE, 
Without a want or wish iinaatlElied. 

For tlieaa thjiOdi princes in dotnoutlc lifo 
I need three oonaorta of a rojid Taoe^ 

And I hATO news (where nn I a end in UasIo) 

By moans of mmo LSifoniiimtE that thou beuit 
Among the ladicss that are in thy bower* 

O honourdoiTUg kingJ three maiden daughters 
iU yet unnamoA whereat my heart rejoieed, 

For loy Lhroe'aone of course are nainoioes stilL 
*Twere surely well for ub to ipterminglo 
ThoBO precious geniE of two variet;ios> 

'rhree virtuous maids with tbrhMj aspiritig princes. 

Fit joined to fit, no room for Rcnndal thcTOp' 

Such is hiB Tuossago; thint of thy reply,'' 

The mLinnri'h of Yaman drooped like the jafluiino 
\Yhen nut of wntorp thinking: " If these Moons 
Are taken fri>m tnCp and t see them not 
About my my day will tiint to nighk 

No neqd to answer yet; I will eonsuk 
With those who share witlk me the consequents.'' 

Ho first assigned Tbo ambassador a lodging. 

Then having closed the audience sat and pondered^ 

The monarch summoned from the Bedouins 
Full many a ehtefuin wall approved in war. 

And made the matter nisnifest to aU:— 

I have as only lasua of my weillock 
Three Lights that are raBploDdatil in miDO eyes„ 
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And Farfdun hiLlh sent nn 

Tu »pimd ft g£K>dly m\&XQ before mj fe«t; 

lie wfiiiH deprive me of these Eyes of mine. 

And I would fiibi comtidt thoroon with joa. 

The jaLmhasgador saiih thus; * Thus saitb tfae 3biib ;— 

" I hftvo throe pricces w ho adorn my tlirono 

And seek for favour iind Adinky 

With thoo by marrhige with thy Tirtuous daufThtors/' 

If I shflll answorp" Y<?Sp' nnd mean it not. 

Twill bo a lie; to lie is not for kinga ; 

If I Khali aequiesco in hia reqUf^L 
My heart wid Ixa on hre, my fk^u dl teatis ; 

And If I fthidl refuse my heart will feel 
Bis TougeancB—not a matter for a jest 
From one who is th^ monareh of the world ^ 

And traToUais tixi haTO heard of what Zahhak 
Hath sudbrod from him. Now ad vise m o well," 

Tho voteron volknt ebiefe thus mEudo reply:— 

** Wo disapprove of veering to eaoh gust. 

Be Farldiin however great n king 
No tmrringcd plnvea rtrg we, hut aay our say 
And trdte the consequence. Tia enre to handle 
The liridlo and the Linee; we make the earth 
A winefat with our eworda, we make the air 
A rood-bed with otir upeam. If thy three children 
Are hold so dear tinlook thy treasuiy 
And shut thy lip; or, if thou wilt use craft, 

But feoretit Faridlin, make such domands 
That none shall ever hoar the like agoim'’ 

The king heard while the chieflains said thoii say. 
But felt no less uncertain of his way* 
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§3 

Hotr thr of Ftfrartu ffHMRmj' Jtxititat 

At lengtb ho called the Slulh's niubttasiulor V. sfi 

And spake to him at in jjrafliouB word#;— 

" 1 Ain the servant of thy lord | ia nU 
That hfl eiimiDitn[lt.'th me will I oboj- 
Thiis iMiy t« hitn: ‘ Eiiiltod *8 thou art, 

Still thy three booh are pmoioiiii unto thee; 

And kings usteoui their own sons very predous 
When they are Bucb M omaioent the throne. 

1 grant arhat thou hast said. 1 too have children 
And judge by them. yet if the mighty ShAU 
Were to require mlno eyes of me, or oak 
The kiugdum of Yatuazi and desert-tribes, 

It ware uf lesser moment than for me 
To never look upon my children more; 

Still if the ShAh wish tbw I tuny not walk 
Save us bo biddeth me, aofl my throe children. 

If so he will, shall L-ease to be my kin; 

Hut when ahull I behold those princely sons 
Wlio are the lustra of thy crown and thmue J 
.I>at those blithe yonths cf.>me hitlicr and illume 
My gloomy soul; to see them will rejoice 
My heart, and 1 will contempkio their afarewdneiu; 

Then 1 will give to them my throo bright Eyes 
Aoeorfiiug to our customs. Furthermore, 

Wiieu I perceive that they are upright men. 

1 will Join baml in hflad in league with thopij 
And whensoe'er the ShAh would see bis sons 

They shall rctunu’ 

Jondal, the sweat-voiced speaker 

On bcariug kissed the throne with revorenco, 
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Then uttering pr.ikofl Lied Lim tt> Lin kird^ 

V. TO To whenD Le told TPfbat ho hud said and b^unJ. 

Tlio monarch hado hiB sons atrond, ho spiiko 
About the luMsion of Jimdol, and mM: — 

'^Tho moDAreU of Yam^n b hlng^ of puopleflp 
SftiT U II cyproBR thn>wing lengthy sLndows* 

He haitb thr^o daughter?—poorh ub yol utipiorced - 
Who are his cruwn^ for he l^th not n sson. 

Before alLthrco of them Siirush would kisa 
The ground, I ween, if he might luive eiieh brideik 
Theee i demauilcd of their sire for you 
And took sueh order ns becometh us. 

Your duty now will ba to go to him. 

But be diftcreet in M thing? ftinAl! and great. 

Ik complaisant but guarded therewithai, 

Heed what ha saith aud answer edurtedufily. 

If he iwnHuitatb you ndvbe him welL 

Kow hearken to iiij words mid ye shall prT»sper: 

Among the peoples none celu equal Sorv. 

For be is fluent, ardent, shrewd, and 
Allow him net to find you off your gujircl, 

For wise men work with subtilty. Thti first day 
He will jutsign you chief seats at a feast*, 

Bring furLh three sun-fcbDed mulds like garths in spring. 
All full of grace, of oobur* and [xirruine^ 

And seat thrm nn the thronCp these Cyprosnes 
A 71 lt\ height and In appcanincD m alike 

That none could tell their order as to age. 

Now of thc^e three the yeuugeal will walk first, 

^fho eldes^t last, the other in the midst. 

The king w ill place the youngest maid beHide 
The eldest youth, lionde the youngest prini^e 
The eldest mnid^ anil pair the mid in age. 

Know, for *ti* worth your whibp that ho will ask;— 

" How range ye in respect of agu these damsels ? ' 




FARiuCN 

Kopiy: ' The youngest Lnth the liiglicat place. 
The oldest Imth a place below her rank, 

The mid in ago is placed as she should bo. 

And tkoQ hast failed m this attempt of thine.’'* 
'fho pure and high-boni throe pai<l all regard 
To what tboir father said, and loft ^ ptesenoo 
Fuidlled with wisdom and with artifiee. 

How should the sons by such a father taught 
Be ill advised or tndiacreot in might ? * 
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They summoned archinii^piB and made leaily: 

Their retinue was like the aUny aky. 

All man of name with sunlike eountonaneea. 

Sarv, hearing of their ooming. dockud his host 

Like pheasant's plumes, and sent to weloenifl them V. ;r 

A goodly hand of kinsfolk and of magimtes. 

As'^tbose three noble princes reached Yaiuan 
Both men and women, met them on llieir way, 

Beatrewing saffron mixed with precious jewels 
And laingling mii&k with wine. The homes' tnancs 
Were drenclnid therewith, and undomeatb thetr feet 
Gold colas were flung. A pulaco was preparoti 
Litu Farwliso itself; they ovotlaid 
The bricks with gold and silver; all the hangings 
Wore of brocade of Riim—a mass of wtialth. 

There Sarv disposed his guests ami by the mum 
Hod put them at their easa Ho brought his daughtom. 

As Faridun bad said, out of their bowers. 

Like shining moons too dazzling for the eye, 

And ranged thorn just as Fan'dua furstold. 



& f 


>5*4 SnknklMA OF FtRDAUSi 

Surv AHked the eldoet prinoe: ** WMoh is the joungest 
Of these thifee Stikrs, which la the mid in ago. 

And which the eldest ? Thus distinguis^k them.” 

They answered as they had been taught, anil sn 
Sewed tip the eyelids of his croft, while he 
^Vnd sU his wareiors wore lost in wonder^ 

He SAW that his mversion nanght availed 

And answered, '* ^0*," and paired tho pedrs afighL 

Thu [ntrudiiutluii undud in betrothal. 

The tliieu princesses, blushing for their father^ 

Went from tho presence of tha throe young princes 
In sweet confusion, blushes on thoir cheek 
And many a word of tendemess to speak. 
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V, 73 'rhon Sarv as^mbleil lioon-couipauions 

And the day with minstrolH, wina, and t 4 dk, 

Bui hb three sons-in-law—tho sons of Fori’dim— 

* Drank not CAcept to him. When wine prcyailod. 
And sleep and rest were needed, Sarv bade set 
Some couches by a fouutAui of rose-water, ^ 
And there fhe throe illustrious athotiniis 
Slept in a garden in a bower of roses, 

Which ftoattered blnssunis o'er them, hut meanwhile 
The sorcerer-king hatl thought, of u device: 

He left tho royal pleasonoc and prepared 
His sjiells, Hu brought a frost mid mighty blast 
To slay the princes; over hill and plain 
It froze so sharply that the crows grew numbn 
The arch-enchanter Farfddn^ three Rons 
Leapt from their conoheu at the grievous cold; 
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And LliB Gnwro af God and thoir f>wti skiU, 

Bj kingly mngifi and tkeit hardihofid, 

Opposod the spoil anti kopt the frost nwaj, 

Knw when the ifuQ shone o'er the mountain-tops, 
anxious to know all, approsohcd m haste 
Hifi tbrL«« exalted (uiBa-in-law in hope 
To find their checks like lapislasuli, 

Congealed with frost, and their emprise defeated. 

So that hb daughters might remain to him 
As his memorial I sueb was his hope, 

But Him and moon were adrcrsa to liis wishes. 

For he liehotd three pripooa like new moons 
Fresh-seated on their royal thrones, and knew 
That spUs had failed him and his time was lost. 

He gave ati audience i all the ohjefs attended, t, ^4 

He opncid and brought forth bis anoiunt treasures, 
DiJioloaing what had been socsreled long. 

And brought too and committed to thoir lord* 

Three maids sun-ehoeked, like garths of Paradise 
(No archlmage ere planted pines like them), 

With orowns and tntikols, ignorant of pain, 

Unless it lie a pain to plait the hair: 

They woTB throe new Moons and three warrior- 
kingH. 

He ihonght with bitterness: "The fault u mine, 

Not Faridftn's, and may I nover hear 
Of female issue from this royal stnek, 

Ho hath a lucky star who hath not daughters. 

But ho who hath thoin hath no star to shine," 

Then to the assembled sago*; Kings may well 
Wed Moon*. Boar witness tdll that I have given 
My llireo Eyes to those men in lawful marriago, 

To hold them dear as their own eye* are dear, 

,\od liitm them like thoir own livea on thoir 
hearts." 
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Ke uttarml thLi aloud fuid then he bound 
On many vigorou£ oauielfi* lu^ty backs 
Tbe baggiLgu of the brido& Yuinau bright 
With gniQA, The daughtei's' litters movod in filo 
With pEmmols and richer hi fdf kiaga, 

Sarv erdopod everyth iag find Mid fkrewcH 
Thus did the youths set out upon thoir wav 
T o Fandiin with hearts jdert and gity^ 
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Iloifl FfirUMf* Trial of hu Jitmn 


When tidings that the priaces hod foLumed 
Reached FurfdTaii he went to lueet thcui^ longing. 
By trial of their chAraeters^ to end 
His hiMling fears, ao cliangod him io a drAgon— 
One, ibou wouldat say, no lion could e^oapL— 
Which hissed and hollowed with jaws a^Auie. 
Aft Boon ati he perthoiyed bis three sous near. 

Like aombra mountains in a cloud of duMt, 

Ho threw dust about nnd made it fly. 

While oartJi re-ochoed with his bellowings. 

Ho rushed m fuiy toward his eldest sou. 

That prinee of many virtues, who esdaijjjedt— 

So man of sense and wisdom thinketii good 
To tight with dragons.^* 

Then ho showed his hack 
And fled* The father turned toward the 
Uis ftooond son, who whuu he saw the dragon 
Stning up his bow and drew it^saying thus;— 
"^Wheu fight is toward, whEit tuatLer if the foe 
Bo rijarlug lion or bravo cavalier 'I 
But when the youngest son caiiio up he looked 
U pon the diagou and cried out i ** Aroiint [ 

Thou art a leopard: ware the lions' path I 
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If a'of tlio iLiiiio of Fiirfdilji lialli rooclusd 
Thino oars contend not witli as, for wo three 
Are aona of his, imd orciy one of □« 

A wioldor of the maco, end warrior. 

Unless thou tumast from thj waywanlncas 
I will disaroWQ thee of thy loAthly face. 

The glorioua FnJffdiin thus heard and brw. 

And having proved their mcttla disappeared. 

He wont away but canio hack as their siio 
With all the pomp and cirouinstanco behtting. 

With kottlodxuiiiB and huge tierce olephnQl> 

And bearing in his Iiaud the oi-head uiaco- 
The leaders of iho host ware at his back. 

And all the world was his. Tho nohlc princes 
Dismuimtod when thoy saw the Shiib, they ran 
To him and kissed the ground, dazed at the din 
Made by the oleithants and kattledruoiB. 

The father grasped thoir hands and welcomed then*, 
Each te his proper place. On his return 
Hu prayed and offered up much thanks to God— 
Tlio Author of iiifl weal and of bis woe— 

Then suinujoacd bis throe sons and sealing them 
ITpon tho throne of majesty spike thus 
“ That loathly dragun which would scorch the world 
W os V'Jwr own father, who (icsired to pMVO 
Your mflUle, and this known returned with joy. 
Kow in my wuwiom I have cbotion fit names 
For yon. Thou art the cldeat, he thou Sahu 
And have thy wish on earth—tiwu soughteal 

And didist not Bhan to flotj the Bionater a iiiiiw. 

Tho rash roan who despise th elephanta 
Or lions—call him from tic smd not bravo. 

My second son, who from the first showed fighl, 
\\1iose ooursge is mom ardent than a tUiue, 
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Him ncim@ tto Tur-^ lioii brave; not flveii 
A mighty olophunt could vanqiii^h him. 

To date k all Ibo vritiicfl in his coso^ 

For no faint heart m master of a throno. 

The youngest la a man of sleight and fight* 

Ona that can lude his time and yet be prompt. 

He choflo the middle course 'twixt dust and fiiimo. 

The pnidimt man's, Bravo, young„ and sensible 
V. 77 He must alone be prais^L Bo he 
And may his end bo all supremacy^ 

Because at first ho wab not cholerio. 

But at the timo of stress bis crouroge grow. 

I opon now my Upa with joy to name 
These Arab dames with fairy conntoniuicetL'^ 

He named the wife of Salm, km\ f ^ the wife 
Of TufT Mfdi-bAaiAda Khti; the wife 
Of blest ^^aj, Sahl to whom Canopus 
Wiis but u slave in beauty* Afterwartk 
Ho brought a oaLahigue oml»ra0inp ell 
Tho stars within the oifclLng sphere of heavea^ 

Whoso roadora of the mUts had laken. 

Spread it before liiin imd obaervod tho fortunes 
Of his illustrious sons. Salm''a horoscope 
Woji Jupiter in Sagittorinji, 

Next earn a the horoacDpe of glorioim Tilr— 

Tho Sun ascendant m the Lion’s noose— 

A presage brave; but when the Shah obsorvod 
The borascop'- of blest fraj he found 
Tho Moon m Cimcer; thus the star^ rovoalod 
A destiny of strife and woe. The Shft h 
Was Aorely iroublod, with a deep cold stgh 
Perceived that heaven loved not his bright-Boided son, 
And II& he mused thereon be could not. Int 
But filled with thoughts of grave anxiety, 

* Artii mimni Mjh 4-Alilitlft Kliid^ JfdKMi of fi-D'bJe-natn re; ati4 

Halils StaUlj. 
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JToir FunJitf* thd WoHd aijum^ ku Sna* 

Tliesva Becrfrts knowu^ tbe Shjih divided €iitth 
And iiuido three realuu#; he joined Rt^m with the 
West, 

Thrfin with Cbfa, Aruhitt with Irkn. 

Htt firet took thoiight for Salm and gave him Rnm 
And tdl the West, commanding him to lend 
An artfiy thither; so Sahn took the throne, 

And all the West aaiutetl liim as lord. 

Next Farfdun assigned Ti^n to Tdr 
To mlo the Tnrkmanfi and the hmd of Cbuii 
froviding troops J Tdr led Lis army forth, 

Arrivedi asanuied the seat of aovoroignty* 

Girt up his loins and opened wide his hands. 

Tht) nobles showered upon him precious atonfls^ 

And all Turim hiuled him as lungn Iraj 
Came last^ tho sire seleeted nil fnin 
For binL This with Arabia and the throne 
Of majesty and crown of chiefs he g&vOp 
Poroeiving that fraj deaerved to rtile. 

How all the prhieea, prudent, wise, and nhrewd, 
AlMuiHed tim as the nwaiar of frinl 
Ab luarebluttU thus these men of ooble birth 
Acceilod to thehf thrones in pewo and mirth. 


Jloie Sitlm grtsa EnvvM* of ttvj 

Much time rollod on, while fate resarred its seorots. 

Till wise Shih Farid I'ln was worn with age 

Ami strewed with dust the Gwdm of his Spring. 


v.;s 
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Jrjja 

Tills iii tlia mmimm lot of all manfemtl — 

Man's Btrani^tli ia wcakinjag when ha groweth tiLJ. 
TliflQ j||;looiii begun to gaihaj' in the atalcp. 

The printiOB of the reuha waxed inrhtilenU 
Immeiwl in greeJ Salm ohanged in hemt and mind, 
y 7C1 He sat in eondavet he miieli rulilikfHl 
His sire's appertioninent, which gavo fraj 
Tlie throne of gold. In rmcoiir and with frowns 
He hurried off a camel-post, an enyoy. 

To give ihifl messAgo to ilio king of Chin:— 

'' Live ovoT glad and happy I Kni>w, great king 
Of Turkmans and nf Chfn I that our shrewd hearts 
Did ill to acquiesce when we were wronged: 

Though wc are nyprcsH-tail nur souls an? base. 

Mark with dwoming heart thifl tale of mine ; 

Hone siioh hiLth reached thee froui the days of 
olfl: — 

'rhree sons wore we who graced aur father's throne. 
And now the youngest hath the ehiofest place ( 

Since I ttuj first in wisflont and in yeais 
Such fortirae (loth hqfit my signet-ring. 

While if emwu^ throne^ and diadem should pass 
From me, O king I should they not dock thyaelff 
Shall both of us continue thus aggrioveit 
By that injustice which our father did 
In giving to fmj (ran, Taman, 

And Araby; tho Weat and Rum to me ; 

To thee the waHtes of Turkestkii and Chin i 
The youngest hath /ran , 1 carmot brook 
This settlement ■ thy father must be mod/' 

TI10 mefisoge filled Turs brain]es£i head with wind, 
And savage as a lion he replied r— 

'*Heed well my words and toll them to thy lord: — ^ 

* It was when we were youths, 0 most just king! 

That we were cheated by cur father thus. 
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I'his is a triN? which hia own hiuirlfl bav& KCi : 

The fruit m blood, iho leafa^ oolocyntb; 

So let Ufl meat and parley to thin, 

Fix on onr ooiiiKe of action and raifio troopp.'" 

Now whBn the envoy brought this anawer baok 
The face of that veiled fiecret was laid bare. 

This bmlber camo from Chfn and that from Riini, 

And, poiflon being mixed with honey thtis^ 

They met together to doliberata 

The matter both in oounflil imd in state. 
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Hi/ir Saitfi rtJid Tir ti fo 


They chose a priest, a shrewi, bright, heedful man 
And plausible^ and then exolnding strangers 
Concerted plans. Salm put their case in words, 

Washed off all tiiial reverence from hia eyea. 

And thus addre^ed the envoy: ** Henceaway^ 

In spite of dust and tempost, swift as wind 
To Faridnn and heal not aught beside. 

On rerichmg him great him in both our names 
And say ; *ln heaven and earth the fear of God 
Should equally prevail, the young may hope 
To see old age, hut hoar hairs tnrti not hlaoh. 

By long abiding in this straitened place 
Then atraitenest the long home for thyBolf. 

All-holy God bestowed iho world upon thee 
From jonder bright sun unto sombre earth. 

Yet didst than choose to out in mem eaprice, 

Not heeding Hia csommanda, and to eatreat 
Thy sous with scath and fraud instead of justice: 

For thou Imdst three, wise, brave, and youths no longtir^ 
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Au<l though no uppaafed in ona 

So llmt tiiD athem jdioulil bow down to him, 

Yet. one thou blagtodit with n dnigoa'fl bi-eath. 
Another's huiid thou to tho olniidB j. 

On ono Uiin o Dyes repoflod with joy* and he 
Now hath tho crown and ia bofide thy oouoh, 

While wc who uro as good aa he by birth 
Aro deemed unworthy of the roytd throno, 

0 upright judge and monarch of the world \ 
i£ay justice such lis this bo never blt^ssod I 
If then fais WEkrthlosB hood tihall bo disorowned, 

Eanh n^cued from hi>5 sway, and thou wdt give biui 
Some comor of the world where he nmy ait 
Lika m m nngmah and oblividn«weLl : 

Else will wo bring the Turkman caTaliom 
And e^iger warriors of Kum and Chfn— 

An am^y of the wfrldorH of the mace— 

In Yongermee on (run and on fraj/” 

The priest at tldfi harsh message kissed the ground. 
Thou turned and moimtod sw'ift as wind-bonLO flame. 
When ho approached the court of Fart'd lin 
And markad the cloiid-capt buildings froju afar, 

Which atretched from rtmgo to rongo^ fs^ila at the gate 
Chiefs sat and thuse of highest rimk t^ehiad 
The curtaim on the one aid a panlR and lions 
Chiiined, on the other fierea war-olophaalSp 
While from that noble bttnd of warriors 
The noiso that ruse w;is like a lion's roar, 

V. ^3 ^ It must be heayenp'^ bo ihoaghtp and nut a court ^ 

The troops orannd it arc a faiiy host I ** 

The wary watchman went ivnd told tho Shah; — 

" A man of noble mien and high estate 
Hath come os envoy to the Sfaiih^^ 

He bade 

His servants raise the curtain and bring in 
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The anvoy, when diinnoimtinj, ta lha oourt, 

Who whan he aaw tha fnca of FarrdtliL, 

Saw how the Shih ongroaiaad nil eyes md btrartjSH 
Hhj Etature eypreaSr-likfl. biB face a fiun. 

Hia htdt Ilka oainphor and his chaoksp 

His Emiling UpSp his nioclost ccJimtoDanca^ 

And rojol n)£>iitbp whioh ottered gracious worde^ 

Did raveranGa anil wore the ground with kisses^ 

The Shiih eamToandod him to rise and nit 
Upon the seat of hDoaor doe to Idnip 
Than asked him imt abant tho noble pair t — 

"Enjoy they himlth atid happioass?" and noit 
About bimstilfi "Art wooiy with long tfiival 
0"ar hill and pldn 

Ho ooawarod : Nohhi Shah [ 
Huy none behold the world withoot thae ! These 
f)f wbiun Lhoo spaokest are us tboti wouldst wish. 
And live but by iby nuoie. Thy idave am [, 

Al!k.dt all onworthy uod impure. 

Tbc znessuge that I bring to thee is horsb 
And aant in auger by no ikoU of iiiiiiii^ 

But if my lord comniiuidoth I wlQ tell 
The meeouge sent by two improdent youths.^* 

Tho Sbah oommnndod him te speak und beard 
The amliosaage delirered word by word. 
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HoKf ffirul 4 n matit Afmfwr hi* ^Sqih 

When he bod bouriL the Shah's brain seethed widi 
anger. 

" O man of prodanoe i ** thus be made raply^ 

" Thoo noediost no excuse, for I haTO oyos \\ si 

And have disaemod thiw for m)'Eulf already. 
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’foil mine utiholy uin'l nbandonad son*— I 

TbU pair of Abritoans with dregs of brains ^ 

‘ Tis well thal ye revcjil your natures thus ! 

And send a greeting worthy of yourselves ; 

For if your brains are empty of my Uiaohing, i 

And yo have no idea what wisdom is, 

Not fearing God, yo could not well do other. 

Jly hair was onoe as black os pitch, my stature 
Was eypresB’taH, my face was like the moon. 

The sky which hath bent down this back of mine 
Ifl vet unfallen and revolveih still: 

So'tiiiie will land yon too. and even that 
Which beudeth yon itself will not endurCL 
Now by the highest name of holy GimI, 

By yon bright sun, and by the teeming ground. 

By throne, by crown, by Venus and the moon, 

1 never cast an evil look upon you. 

I callod the sages into eonfercncc. 

The BTobiniageB and astrologers ; 

Abundant time was spent therein that so 

We might divide iho earth with (M^uiiy; ■ 

I had no object but to deni with fairness ; 

Thoro was no knavery from first to lust : 

Mv secret motive was the fear of Gchd. 

My longing to fulfil all rightooiisueas; 

Since earth was given to me full of men 
It was no wish of mine to scatter them , 

1 sedd: “On each of my three lucky Eyes 

Will I bestow a populous dcmiinton." J 

Tf Ahriman bath now setluoed your hearts 

From mine advice to dark and crooki^ waj-s. 

Consider if the Omnipotent will look 

With approbation on this deed of yours. ^ 

One proverb will 1 speak if ye will hear 

*■ The crop that ye have sown that shall yc reap. 


i 
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Hi? that mAtfiiGt^ me was wont to my t — 

*^Our otlior home is that which will endiirts” 

But ^Dtir lusti^ eit where reason shoulij he thEoned. 
Why ELTfl ya tlins eonfcdenite with the l)^v I 
I Tmr that in that Dragon'H olutch yaar bcMlj«a 
And soTib will part, Now that \ leave the world 
It is no time for wTalh imd bitterness ^ 

Vot thus be saith—the tuan conHnmefl with yuurs* 
Who hud throe sona^ three men of noble birth — 

By hearts releused from piissinna dust is hehl 
As precif Ills m the wealth of king of kings; 

But whosD ^Uoth brotbar for the dust 
Miia rightly say that he wiia hastard-tKim. 

The world hath seen and wdll sea iiien like yoti 
In plenty; but it oattoneth to noutiu 
Now if ye know aught uf avail with God 
To flflve you on the Day of Eeekorungp 
Bcek that^ make it the provand for the way 
And be less careful for the things of earth T** 

Tho envoy hearing kia^ed the ground and went; 
Thou woulilst have ioid j « His way-niate is the wind/* 
The envoy being gone tho Shdh rcsmmtxl 
His scat, ibon called his noble son fraj 
Aud told both what had ehanead and what might 
be:— 

Tliosc sons oF mine with hearte intent oa war 
Have set thnTusolvea against iw from the Wasu 
Their stars dlspckse i hem to delight in iU; 

Besides their troughs oro in two prnvitii^ea, 

\VTm»a fruit is SAvagory* Thiqf will enact 
Tho brother's part while thou shsJfc wear the crown, 
;Vnd when thy niddj face ia pale in d^aith 
Will shun thy piUow. If thou piitLesl love 
Bofom the sword thy head will ache with strife. 

For from both eomofi of tho world my sons 
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V. Its Httvo alitiwu ihoit roai iniqiiL If tlion woulilitt 
fight 

Miike ^t^ady. opo the trooflufy, bbcl Lhd 5 

Sectirc tUo oup wliile thou art brecLkmj^ fast. 

For i£ not tiiay wiQ sup on thoOf iwy a™ I 
Thou nooilst not earthly liL-lpera, thino allit a 
A m truth auH huioCGnciJ.” 

Thu good Iraj 

Gazed on that loTing Shah, hia glorious sirOp 
And said; Mj lord E oonsider how time pasKOth 

Like wind above oa. Why should wise nien frot E 
It withereth the cheek of eercifl-blooinj 
It darkenuth the nuUant spirit’s ay**; 

It is at first a gain anil then a paiii, 

And whan the pain m done wo pass away^ 

Since thiui our touch is dmi, our pillow brick, 
Why plant toniay a tree whtisc roots will ever 
Bo drinking blood, whoso fruit will be revenge f 
The earth hath seen and will see many lords 
With schuitar and throne and signet-ring 
Like us; but they who wore the erown of old 
Madfl not a habit of revenge. I too> 

The king t^^nnitting. will Live in ilL 
I witnt not crown and throne. T will appmjich 
My brothers in all haste and unaitendedp 
And say : * My lords, dear m my soul and body i 
Forbear your anger and alNmdon strife : 

Strife is unlovely in religious nitur 
Why sot your hopes so mnoh upon this world I 
. How ill it iisod Jamshid who pasaed away 

At last, and IdsL the crown and throne and girdle ! 
And you and 1 at length must share bis lot. 

Live we in joy tugether and thus aafo 
V. S6 From foaa.' I wUl convert their vengeful hearts : 
What better veogeaneo can I take than that?'^ 
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The Sliikh Tt'pliwi: "Thy brathreTa, my wise son! 
Are set on fight whUe thoti wnnldet have ft feast. 

I oonnot but recall ihh saw to mmd:— 

^ It is Tie marrel If the maon is bdgbL^ 

An answer each ris thine Kecexneth well 
Thy virtuous self; thou art for brothorhoiMl 
And luve, but doth a pmdent mdii exposa 
His price loss life and head to dra^^un'a breaLh. 
Since naught but bituig venom conieth thence 
By nature f Yet. if such be thy rejolvs. 

Take under for thy guiug and set forth. 

Sekvet a retinue aitnmg the troop 
To go with thee* and I will write a leLtenr 
With sorrow in my heEyrt, tu Lhasa two men. 

Oh! may thy safe return rojoicu my sight, 

For when 1 look on thee my soul is hiighL*^ 
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Ho« tnmt in Aw 

Tlie great ShAh wrote ft letter to the lord 
Of all the West and to the king of Chin, 

W^hercin he offered first his praise to God 
Who UT and will be to eternity, 

And then went m* "This letter of good aoimsel 
In for two iiaxm at their rueridiam 
Two men of weight and coumge. kings of eorlln 
One zuonamli of the West, the other of Chin, 

Ffoiii him who hath BiiTviycd the world throughout. 
To whom tuyiFterious thinp have bmin dLiclcKseii, 
Who brandwhetli the sword iind mwaive Tiiade, 

Who addel.h lustra unto fftinous crowns. 

Who tumeth into night the light of day, 

^V^lo npeneth the hoiirds of hope and fear, 
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Sr I'a whuiii all lub^iirB hiiTa grown oasj, oti6j 

Ill wLosi all apknlldur hath displayed itsalt 
I do not ask of you your diadoms. 

Your liuardt:d ittuisurept, thrones, or 
My whih is, ator aU my weary toils. 

That niy three sous slioiild dwell in peauo and lore. 
The Lruther as to whom your hearts are Eom 
(Though uoxie hhLh felt a ohilling breulli from hiioj 
Doth oomc in hasie beoiAUiia of jniir oliagriu 
And of hiB ea^^mesB to see you both* 

Ho hath resigned his kingship for jotir aakes— 

All action wctfihy of the noblest men— 

And Luking to the saddle from the throne 
HiUli girt hii loins that ho cuoy do yon sorvico. 

N ow sinoo ho b the yotmgost of the three 
lie hath ii right Ut luvo and mndornofis. 

Hold him iu honour^ and repent yoursolves; 

As I have fed his Ixsdy feed his swid, 

And after he hath been with you liwhilo 
Send niy tieloTod one back lo me “ 

They soaks! 

Tlie lector with tho sign fit of the Shall, 
fraj forth with such attendauLs onljp 
Both young aiul old, as wqtq uupoTfltlvii; 

And Saliii and Tdr^ when he was drawing nigh, 

Hd witting of their dark design^ lod forth 
The troops to nioet him os thedr oustoui wiis. 

When they behckl iheir biotlier’s face of love 
Tlioy showed to hhn an altored cauntoiiiiQoo, 

And bent on quarrel gare the peaceful one 
A greeting but not such be deflireil. 

Two bearts were full of Tengeapee. ouo wai ealiii: 
IIhib all three brothers soughi their royal tents. 

The troope saw, a£i they looked upon Iraj, 

That he was worthy of the throne and crow n.. 










And (3013 Id uoi rissL beenUiia the tova nf him 
PoaBetestfl their he^attR e’en os his fico their eyes: 
And when, dispersing, mute went nflT with mute. 
Their Ulk in private was about fmj :— 

This iJJ the diiE ta be Llie king of tiiagfi I 
May none beside him have the emwn of might" 
Salm from apart was apyrEig on the tmops, 

Thfcir doings made him heavy> and he Bought 
H-ia rayal tent with a re^ongiiful hearty 
With liver full of bluodt anti frowning hrowa. 

He had the enclosure denred while he and Tur 
b^t witii their eounsellore, and tulke^l at large 
Of kiugHhip^ drown, and all the provinces j 
And in the mulst thereof Salm said to Tiir - 
" Why have the Boldioia scatterud into group* t 
Didst thou nut iiiiLrk how, when wo wore rdtiirningt 
The soldiers iis timiy passed along the road 
Could not rtffrjdn houi looking at Jraj ? 

Our troapa when they camo book were altered mm. 
Hu tttm^ iiiy heart to gloom, thoughLa throDged, I 
That henceforth they would wbb no Shih but him. 
Unless thou shah uproot him thou rill fall 
Pnim thine exidted thnuno beneath his feeL^' 
in euch a mind they dosHd the interview 
And spent the night do vising what to do. 
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IIpk /ny foi/ Sfmn hif ht* 

Now when the veil was lifted Emm the ann* 

As moniiug dawned and aiumber passed away, 
TTie hearts of that iiLseneato pair were eager 
To do their deed of sbanio; thuy proudly strode 
Toward their royal brother's tent, (ny^ 

Who saw them ooaimg, met them tenderly^ 
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, h} Thoj wQui with him iiisitle the ttait. The udk 
Uan on the whj amj wherefofe of hia comingi^ 

Tur Haid to bim : “ Sinoo thou art yaungo^t hem 
Whj' sliutildiit thou take the crown of power f Mim 
thou 

Poase&i^ the tliroiio of prineoa and fran 
While I am bcjndslaTO At tha TttrkiniLii'A gate / 

Thine eldest hrothcr ohafeth in tho Weat 
While thou lurt crowned and over tn^aaure, 

For thuM did our nspiring sire apportion 
'rhe world in favour of }m youngs 
(raj made aiiBwcr In a holler strain : — 

'"O tiiigiki.y chieftain^ lover of renown ] 

Seek peaoe if thou w'oiililst have thy heArt m eiioe. 

I ilo not want the royal crown or throno^ 

Tho style cf moniimli or the Irnoiaii host ; 

1 dll not want Iran, the Weat, or Chin^ 

Tho kingship or the brood expanse of earth. 

Whon majesty proclnccth naught hut strife 
Unc noocts mnat weep oW such supremacy. 

Although thou rideat on the heaven above, 

A brick wiQ he thy pillow in the end* 
for my p&rt, though tho niastor of 
I am awoaiy both of oroim and thrane, 

And yield to you tlie diadem and signet. 

So halo mo not; there h no fond botwoon ua. 

No heart need ache tlirough ine, I will nut Imvu 
The world agipinitt your will, and though t dwell 
I'W from jotir kon 1 ever act as younger i 
My FaiLh ia naught withaut huinanity/* 

Tur heard the words and little heeded theni. 

Hut, angry that fraj should speak and caring 
No jot fnr peace, he rose up with a cry 
And then advanemg aiiridcTiIy^ and CTaeping 
Tho maasive seat oFgold, he smcle imy 




Who pleju3(ic] for his lifot Hiwst thou ni> fciir 
Of God, nor imy roveroiioo for ihj siro ? 

Fs thi.H thy piirfKsse 7 Slaj mo nal, 

t'or in the ond my blood will be r«quii'e<l. 

Bo not thoii reckoiTud with tbo inurdorGre, 

And benoefotili thou shtilt tind tui triioLi of mo* 

CiLusl tbuu jipprovo and rooonoilo lliose twain— 

To ho a munloror Mid li^o Lhyself f 

Ok! burl not o'oa the poor gnuu^Ta^Tging jink 

For it bath Jifoi and awoei Hfo m a joy.^ 

I will oliouse some rettuaL und etijii my ^ 

Why gird tby ioinB to tflko a lirothcr'a Jife 7 
Why aet un firo out ag^d riiLkoFs heart I 
Wocdd&t have the world f Tfioii host it. Shed not 
blooti : 

Frovoko not Goth tbo Kulor of the worltL” 

Ti'ir tioard him £poak but answered iii>t a won I 
His heart was full, his head w'ft& vapouring. 

He ilrew' a dagger from his boot, be rolled 
fraj in blood, and with tba keen bright blade 
Entrenched the royal brojyiiL. Tbo lofty Cypress 
Fdl^ the inipcrhiJ girdlEstcad w'ns broken. 

The bimxl ran flown that face of conjifrbhMiti. 

And thus tbe young illustrious momLreh diedt 
Tur willi bis dtij^Er mt the prince's bead 
Fnnn the elophiintinG iomi and ail was over, 

O world 1 since thou badst niirseil him tenderly 
Yet didst nul spre his life at la^t, I wis 
Xul who ihy secret favauritos may Ihj, 

But needs must weep for snob an act ns this. 

* Tbtx podl putH hk iiwn latu th& lutiuLh of Irmj &|^aiE]il Un! 

luieLrot ZciniliJitTiiLn mnofrt of ItllUnfr HXLti mt liiitit at l>tuia|^ thn 

iif AIltIibhjl '*TIh« tif ihfc Hw Iflli* 

Moola lia^i mlo hii wli'hll tnk^ 

Ibrliikarii^ Imtnir tliiji ftir fctwn wkr liUUs nr^arp-'" IJ^k L 1?!# 

♦ i,$, ftetfvk ftf HmiiMti- 
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Thau tqa, O niMi ilminicited aiid dktraiight, 

Whoso hcArt the world hiiLh soiirod sinil cjuisod to blood ! 

If na with thoao, revengo ifi in thy thimght 
Ttiko wiLmiDg by tho^ pci’seoutOTs* dood. 

They filletl the hoad with lunfik iind onaborgfia 
And sent it to the agtkJ world-di^idor 
V. 91 Wit h thofio words ! Look upon thy dasrllfig s head— 

Tho inheritor of our forolitthers* crown — 

And give it orown or throne m pleasoth thee*"" 

The royal and fitT'shadowing Tree hcul fallen. 

An d those two niLscreanta went their way in spleen, 
One unto Riioi^ the other iiuto Ohin* 
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Ilirfc FfinAiin Tti(intj¥ 0/ th^ nf /rq/ 

The eyes of Faridun were on the toml^ 

Binli host Olid crown wero longing for tlio prinee : 

Bnt when the tinie arrived for hm rotuns 
How did the tidings reach his father first T 
He had prepared tho prince a tnrquoiao throno 
And added jowols to his crown- The people 
Were all in raadiness U> webome him 
And called for wine and soug and ininstrelsy* 

They brought out lirtims and stately elephants, 

And put up decomtioofl oTorywhere 

Throughout his province. While the Shah and troops 

Wore busied thus a cloud of dust appeared. 

And from its uiidst a dpoiUedary riddeu 
By one in grief who uttered bitter erica l 
IXs bore a golden caeket^ and therem 
The prinee's head enwrapped in painted silk. 

Tire good man Game with woeful eounterLanoe 
To FaridAn and wailed aloud They raised 
The gulden casket'fl lid (for every one 
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Bfliiercd the wordfi of him who boro it wDd^ 

And t4ikiiig out tbo painted silk beheld 
Wthijj thu scvcffid kiad of prinoo imj. 

from bln Ktoed fell F^t^^dliI^ tbo troop# 

All rent ihaSr <ilotbe»« tboii 1«>ks wota black, thoir oya# 
Blttncbfd with tboir hofior, for the hp-otaok 
Was other far ihon that they hoped to nee. 

SinOB in this wise the young king came again 
The troop* that weal to meet him tboH returned 
Tii'.’ir bttnners rent, their kottledruma tovarsod. 

The warriors' ebooks like ebony, the tytiibaU 
And faces nf tho elephants all blackened, 

'iTio priaeo'a Arabs splashed with mdign. 

IJotli SbAb and warriors fared alike on fool, 

Their hoods all di»i.; tho paladin* in onguisLi 
Bewailiid that noble man and Loro thoir arms. 

Bo on thy guard as louebing this world’* love; 

A bow is useless if it bo not bonL 
The priwciffl of tho tiiraing sky above 
Is, tavDurinf first, U» plunder in the oveiil, 

Twill coiinteuanee an open enowy 
While those who seek Its farour are deaioil. 

One goodly coimsel I address to ihtse: 

Let no loro fw H in heart abide. 

Tho tojops beart-seared, the Shah with cries “Alas' 
Alas!'* went toward the garden of iraj 
Where ho delighted to htAd festival 
On any royal annivcrBaiy. 

The monareh entered bearing his son's head, 

Iteliold tlio huuzes^ and tbo oyproHses, 

‘ “Buklnil tJ^ rtalB «|»ltlnsiiti if • baurtitttl bimI Insurkat guitu*. 
egoted bj miwiaftissin luoua. emicwimil |w«4f. wbb ri<in* «ls«, 
Wblcb |W«P^1 WBler aboel a foot fbOf# til* 1-wl «t ^ praWi-l! “ 
tba wstsi *lwaj» nulir ofiitDwi tbene Bilei=*< • fliww innpniiiJ 
pwOnorf, Bftd ibt sir b. SMiled by th* buf* Mfbioa - 

u pinif u it la" p. jr, by C, J. WUl*. M-D. 


THE SHAHNAMA of FIEDA VsI 

The tree 5 r a-blo<3ni, the willows sinii the qi|iTif}<^, 

Saw t<K> and lEtrtJWed dark dir&t upoti Lhe throne 
linporml but uuprinted and luntreles^ 

WTiiie up to Saturn the soldiers* waiL 
Hocncd ** Alj«t Afasf" plimked out hits hair. 

He poured down towTi, be tore his face and girt 
Around hia loins a rope besmitcheci with hlo'^>d- 
Hir fired the house whofain fny had dvrelL, 
iJostrriyci] the rose-bed Bj burnt the eypTOF.fi-lft!Cs 
And dofsed up once for all the eye of joy. 

He pluoed the princa's head upon lib breast. 

And fukid with br.ad tTimed God-ward: 'vKighleous 
•f udgo 1 

LiKik down upon thb inurdaTed innocent. 

Whose severed head is here before um now, 

While foreign lions havo devoured hk body- 
Y. 1 ?^ Do Thou so burn up thoso two uilsen]ants' 

That they may never see a bright day loore. 

So pierce and scar the liver^s of them both 
That e^n beaEts of prey shall pity Llieiu, 

Oh I grant me, Tlion that judgc.^t rightcaously ' 

So long a tespilje fniin the day of death 
That i may see descended from f raj 
One bom to fame, and girded to avenge* 
lict him lujhead those two injuriiJnjSi men 
As tliey lieliejidod him who wronged tliem not. 

And whan I have beheld it let. me go 

Where earth shall take the moasuro of my heigh I. 

He wept thus many days and bittBrIy. 

His pilbw' was the dust, his bod the ground 

Gntll the herbage grew about hLa Lireast 

And both those ItialroUB of hie were dimmed. 

He gave no audience, but without aurceitse 
Cried out with hittemes-s : O gallanr youth ! 

Ko w^earer of a erown hath ever died 
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Ais thou liMt died, thou famous warrior 1 
''IlioTi waal beheaded by Ttla AhtiioatL; 

Thi2 uiaw of liotia was thy windingHsheot." 

Wiiila, sobs, and cries robbed e'tn the tioasts of sleo|iH 
AVhile men] and women gathered into orawds 
In eirery ‘provinae, weeping and heart-brokon. 

Koa' many days they sat tn tiieir distress— 

A deat h in life uf uttor iiopeloissness: 
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Hotr <11 Dtm^hisr iftw Hitm /raj 

A whih passed and the Sbdh wept in u> view 
frajh bower, inspected it and marked 
The moan-fai^eii beauties who residerJ there. 

He saw a slave of lovely oountenanoep 

Whoso name was Jidh Afrfd- fraj had loved her, y 

And fate deorued that she should tioar him fniiL 

The Shah rejoiced because sho wm with child. 

Which gave hitu hope of vengeance for his son, 

BuL w'hen her time was corno she bore a daughter. 

And hope deferred hung heavy on the Shah- 
He nursed the babe with joy and iendemcsai 
And all the folk began to cherish her 
As she [nenmafiid in stature and in ohonns. 

Thou wouldat Jiavn to her the tuHp-cheeked ;— 

** Thou art Iraj himself rruiti head to foaL,"^ 

When oho was aid enough to wed—a Pleiad 
Ln countenance with hair as black as pitch— 

Her gnmtiBirc chose Panhaug to be her ^pouae^ 

Poahong was brotherh son to Farfddn. 

Descended fmm & noble anoesUy, 

A hero of the seed of Shdh Jamshid, 

Meet for tbo kingship, diadem, and throne i 
Anti In this way no little time poased on. 
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The Hifth t>f Mimkkilr 

Mark what a wnotler yon. bkio vaiili reveftled , 

When nine tnonths had elniHed 1 Thai virtuous duina 
Broughl forth a son Ht for iha arown and throne. 

Who from hijs tender mothers wornb WJia brought 
Without ilelfty before the mighty Ishah, 

The tiearer said: " O master of the crown! 

Lfjt all thy heort he joy! behold Ir&j I" 

The world-dividerta lips wore full of siuilea: 

Thou wonldsl have said; *■ Hia own Iraj doth live,” 

Ha clasped the noble ohild and prayed the Alniiglity j— 
" Oh I would thttt 1 miglu have miua oyes again. 

That God would show to mo this infant’s face. 

He prayed m earnestly that God vouchsafed 
To give hie sight back. When with open eye* 

He gaacd da. that naw-cotuor's face he cried; 

“ Be this diy blest and our foes' hearts plucked out r" 
He brought bright wine and aplondid cupfi and called 
That babe of open vlsago Mindohihr.* 
iVnd said: ” Fr^nn two pure parents thorn bath coroo 
A proper branch to fruit.” 

Hfi roarc<i tlit> babe 
So tenderly that not a breath pnased o’or him. 

The slave that carried him upon her broiutt 
Trod not the ground, for underneath her feel 
The purest muak was s(,rowD. and as she walked 
A snnalinde of brocade was o'er Iier head. 

Years passed, no ill Irtfall him from tho stara; 
Meanwhile the famoua monarch taught the child 
All those ftcooinplishmenta that kings require. 

t Tin? worf l™ uwiilatwl “ opoa msiilcalhl." For tbe 

tfUB jwaialBe of Hloanblhf •«? inlfwluctorj OOt* to tl» 
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WTicin FikWdijn bad got back right and hflcu-t. 

And aU the world waa talking of the boy, 

Hifi gmqcbiro gp-ve to him a gcdden tbrofio, 

A princely turquoiao ofown» n miLBsiTts maco 
Add tTenaqry-koy with throncA, torquoa, caaqnts, Ami 
girdles, 

A bright-hued tCDt-coybaufo of brocoilo 
With tcElB of leci|jafd-skin, siieili ArAb steodii 
With golden ftimituro, Fiioh Indian Rciniitars 
With golden Abeatha. such store nf ciisqucs nod braost- 
platoEp 

With buttoned hauberbi mode in Eilm and bows 
From Cbanb and poplar sbaftii and sbiolda from Cbfn 
And double-heodi^l javtilluA of war ] 

Thus Farfdrtn l^oRtawod his hard-iron tniofluroa. v, 

Cbnvincod that Uiniioliihr was well d^rving, 

And felt his own bean bill of Iqto forlmn. 


He aumiiiDnod all bia paladins und noUea, 

Who came intent on vengc?anee for (raj^ 

And offered homage, showering etnomlds ^ 
Upon bis enrowtt. On l b at groat new-morlo 
The aboep and wolf walked side by ride on eaitli. 


The leadcTS were Ksirim, the son of Kdwa, 

Tlio ohitjf Shlrwi, the fierce and Hon-into, 

Garshisp the noble swordfiinan, S&m tba champion, 
Tlio son of NajrfmAn, Kubdd, Kiriiwiid,— 

He of the golden hebn — and many more 
Elustrious men,—the Bafeguards of the world— 
^d when the work of gathering troop was done 
, The Sbilh's head towered over ev«ay one. 
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Ih*r Siilm imil Tfir htid Tidings itf SiintkUhr 


Wbeii thiiM two QiLicryant? S&liuiind Ttlr b^nl lieurd :— 
Tlio tbroDfi of king of kmg^ m bright, again/’ 

Tbi^y feared their sLar would aink and sat Logother 
In anxious tbonght 5 those wretohoa^ day WiiS <larkoue^i 
And they resolveii to send to ust forgi^^enpisa. 

They chose a man iJcrsnaaive, wise, and modest. 

To whom they nioiie a passionate apperd. 

And fearful of a downfall opened wido 
Tim treasury of the Wmu From that olil huio-d 
They cboso a crown af gold. Tliej housud the elephaiilA. 
What wagons did they iill wlt-li intiMk and atuborgriar 
Brocade, dmara, and precioUB riira and bilks 1 
On high-necked ele]>bautB the cinbaaiiagt* 

AVenl from the West in state toward fnlti. 

The courtiera Afhkd tokens of regard. 

And wboii there was as nmch aa hoi^ri Goiild w ish 
The envoy eamo prepared to start. The kings 
Gave him this omlmsay to Farid lin. 

Invoking first <jf all the iiaino of God:— 

Jifay vtdiAnt Farfdtin for ever live 
Ou whom Qm! hath bestowetl the royal Grace, 

Bo his head domiHhing, his perBop. loved. 

Ilia genius higher than heaven] I proaeut • 

A case coinmitttid to me by two slaves 
At this high portal of the kbig of kings. 

Know that two ill-disposed and lawless men. 

Whose eyes are wet vrith sbamo before theh sire, 
Ho{>eutant^ seared at heart., anti much to blame. 

Now aoek how best they may excuse themselves; 

Till no w they had no hope of being heard. 
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What do they say f Thoir wofib, wise Sh ah I am these:_ 

Let Iiim that did the evil liear the bnmt, 

And live in pain of heftn apti self-mproach 
Afl wo are doing nuw, 0 oobJe St4h I 
Thus waa it writtOD down for lis by fato 
And by decree of fate tho sequel mm^^ i 
STen world-eoBBUining liopa anil Seme dragopH 
Eaoape not from the net of deetinj^ 

Again—the foul Dfr bade os put aside 
All terror of the Worldlord from our hoartSi^ 

Ha took pQHBessicn of two vrisa men^ brains, 

And mightily prevailed against us bdih| 

And now our hope is that perebanoo the Sbah 

May yet forgive ami unpute the wrong 

To ignorLinco Ln ns, post to Idgh b^von 

That is nt onoO our abel^r aod our scsth, V, 

And thirdly to tbo Dfv that in our niidst 

Is girded TUnner-Iike to work ps ill 

Now, if the great kings hfml no longer horbouretfa 

llevenge on ns, our good fsith shall be evident, 

LqL him saml Mindchihr and^ ns an escort, 

A mighty anuy to his supplUuts, 

With this intopt that we may stand as slnvea 
Before him dutifully; thus our tetirs 
Itfay wasb^tha tree timt springeth of revenge. 

Our oflariDg shall be our mars and greanSp 

And when bo groweth up our hoards and thrones,* ** 

S t/ 

//■w /hrfrfwB his Sm' d/ejuei|« 

Charged with these words, and doubting what wmdd 
foDow, 

The envoy reoohod the portal of the Shah 
With Lfeasures of all kinds on elephants. 


o 
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Wbi^n Fjirfddu wji^ ti>[d be gave eoiiiiuiUHi 
Ti> jjprend broditcle of Biim upon iho tliione 
Of king of kinp and bavo iho royal crown 
Prepared, tbon twk bis he bo bud been 
An upright ujpress ^noatb a foU'Orbed moon 
In fitting fitute witb crown and torquo and eur^ 
rinp. 

Blest ITimiehibr mt by him crowned, the nobles 
Stood ranked in doxibla file in mbcfl of gold, 

With golden maee and girdle, making earth 
Another sum On one side pank anil liom 
Were chained, on the other huge war-elepkanUi. 
'rhea from the palace isened bold Shitpiir 
To introduco Salmas envoy^ w^ho on aeoiiig 
The pidiice-^gate aligbtod anEl ran forwanL 
99 As Soon as he drew near to Faridim 

And saw t ho diadoui itnd lofty tlirone. 

Ho bent until bis visage touched Lhe ground. 

The noble Shih, the nionarcb of the world. 

Bade him be seated on n golden sscaL 
Ho did otioiaanoe to the SiiAb and said:— 

" O glory of the erawn imd throne and Rignet 1 
Thy throned steps make the earth a roaary, 

And ihy fair fortimc brjghteneth the age. 

Wo servo the dtist that is bcnoatli thy feet 
And only live einee thou wilt havo it 
Those pmisQS caused the Shdks face to relax, 
Whereat tbo envoy spake of olemency 
With great craft, and tho Sh4h gave ear to hiui 
While ho repeated thoiae two inurdererfl" wordH, 
Endeavouring to keep the tnith eoneealed 
And make exeiiijes for iheir wiekedneea^ 

Inviting Mmuchihr to visit them 

When they would wait u|>on him m hia slaves. 

Give him tha crown and ihrono of majesty 
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Ajid purohiiso back from him fraj’s bloncl 
VVith voalth* brocndo, dJjuLra, ami Jenrolry. 

The moiuirch hoand the apcwli aoci it ; 

Like k^j la lock m did the aaawer fiL 
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II»tr Far^iiUn mailt Aninfitr 

Thi? Shutr when lie had heaid iho messe^ sent 
By hia two wickod sods, said to tbo envoy 
^ Canet llioit oaneeal the sun^ and cilejir$r atil! 

Ate ehnvn tho seereta of these miscreants' hearts I 
T have heard all thj werdB^ now mark mine answer. 
Tell those two shatoelaas amt unholy men, 
Unrighteoiia, Ql-affoolictied, and impure, 

That their vam words avail thoiu not, and I 

Have also soinuthing that I fain would my ; _ 

" If tliufi yonr love for Mmdeliilir hath grown 

Wliero is the body of liis fiunaiia _ 

fraj f The maw of wild beasts hiderh h* 

His head is id a nairovr casket laid, 

And they who moilc a nddanee of fmj 
Kow seek to ehed the blood of Jf iiuiohihr I 
Ye shall iiDt see his face hut with an arniy 
And with a casque of steel upon his heafl, 

With mace ood K^wion standard while the earth 
Is darkened by bis horses' trampling hoofs ■ 

With loaders like Karan, who loveth tight, 

tShdpiir—tho voliani buckbono of die host_ 

And by his side Sbiddsh the warrior, 

Blifrwf tho Lion-slrodg as pioDCor, 

King Talfmin, and Sarv, king of Taman, 

To head the forces and ilireet tfie war j 

Anil we will drench with blomi, bftth leaf and fruit, 

n*o tree sprung out of vengeance for ^rftJ^ 
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No one biith nought ^^JTong0 for him an yot 
Booauso I saw tho btLtk of Trirtimo bout : 

It mi good to mo to lay mj hundK 

In battle on mine own two ^aim; but now 
From that mme Troo wbiiih enemios have jbHed 
A fruitful Ofishoot hath sprung up; for like 
An angry lion Mindchihr shidl oome^ 

. With lotofl girt ready to avongo his siro* 

TrjgeLher with the loadoi* of the troops— 

Such chiefs aa Bam tho sou of Njirimilin, 
tiarshilsp* Son of Janiahfd^—4ind hosLfl to reach 
Fro m hUl to hill, and tram pie down the world/ 

Next for their pleading that * lie Shdh must w^ash 
Hia heart from Tengeanca, and forgive our eriinOi 
Bocauw! the aky so tumed o^or us that wisilom 
Was troubled, and affbctlon^a sent obscured / 

1 have honnt all tto nfiiiriiilkig plea. 

And now that patlonco is fordano 1 answer 
♦ No man that sowoth soimI of violence 
Shall ase goml days or jootmil PjyrtidiBe. 

V* iDj If y© are paninmjd by AU-holy GchI 

Whitt need yo fear about a brothor's blood f 
The wise es Learn the solf-excuflcr guilty, 

Kfivere ya not the glorious Lord of all t 
Tour hearts are blnok, your tongues i^eak gloiing 
words; 

He wiU requite you for it in both worlds. 

And thirtlly, since ye Kent an ivory throiLO 
And tonquoisc crown on mighty olephanU, 

With pursea ftiU of divcrs^jolqured gems* 

Am I to balk refrenge, to wa^h away 

The blood and sell the prince's hoad for gold ? 

Nny I perish hrst tkrona^ diadcnii and Qracel 
Worse riijin n dragon^s odfepring La the man 
Who takath monoj for a pricdcaa head. 
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WhiUl uny anj: "Tlii aLtu in his old Bg& 

Is putting pHco upon hh sun's dear LLtb f “ 

Ab for tbcee giftfl of youra—I need thorn noL 
But whorofnro iitlQr I so manj words ? 

Your b<Mjy-heajdod riro will not ongircl 
Tho loins of his reyoiigo whilo liih eiuluretlk' 

Thj uiessago hftVQ I heard. Hoar nijr reply, 

Reudn it oveiy whit imd get thoc gooa” 

The mesHonger grew paly at this dread speech 
Anti at the hearing i.if prlnoo Mlniiohilir, 

Leapt up in fear and mounted jnsLantlyn 
"file noble, youthful envoy flhrewdly aaw r— 

“ BoTOlving heaven Lq no long llmo will fiirrow 
The TisagOH of Tfu* and Saint” 

Uo sped 

Like mshiDg wind, his head full of the mossagOp 
Hm heart of bodings. When he saw the West, 

With cainp-enelasureB strcLchod upon the plain, 

Ho made bis way toward Salm s piwilion 
Uf painted silk with other tuuts around. 

Where sat both kings m coneJana Word was passed -- 
I'he onvoy hath returned," 

The uhanjborLiiu 

Appruaehed and took hiin to the pojijJ presouoe. 

They hud a apocial sent prepiitriid for him 
And asked for tiilioga of the new-made ShAh, 

Of crown ami throne and of Shah Farid du. 

His host, his warrionSp and his dotuinJcinif^ 

And of the aspect of iho turning aky:^— 

** What favour showeth it to Miniichilir 1 
Who ate the nobles I Who \& miniEter ? 

What treasures have they ? Who hath ehurge 
thereof I” 

Tho envoy said; ** The portal of the ShAh 
Ik^holdeth that which bright spring seeth not, 


V. t or 


i 


214 


THE SHAuNAMA op FtRBAUSt 

For ^lis ihe jocuod Spfin|; of rii.rckj[lke 
Wtero jrroiind m jaJiibergm imd brioks are goH. 

Tile root above his palAcie U a heaven, 

And PwadtRe i* to bia smiling face* 

When I AppnjAched kis lofty raiidence 
Its roof was taUk^ i^ecrets te the sinra. 

On this hand tkefe were Uotw^ and on tliat 
Ware elephants. The vofld itself was placed 
Beneuth bis throne. Upon his elepbsnla 
Wore seats of gold, and round the liosifl* necks 
Were jewelled torqnes, The tyiilbal-|diLyers stood 
Before the elepbautB while iniinpcts blared. 

Thou wouldst have said: 'The pruemets fsootbep eartii 
shouteth 

To henvetL' I oauie befiire that weli-loved Bhuti, 

And miw a lofty turcjuoisc tbrene where iwit 
toj A moToirck like a hkkh^ Upon his head 
He wore u s|KLrkUng ruby coronet* 

His hair WEIS while im camphor, and his cheeks 
Woro llko the petals of the rejse, HLh heart 
Is full of ulemcueyp hb speech is kind i 
He is the hope and fenr of all the world. 

Thou w'ouldst have saidi ' Jamshid doth live again.* 

A Shoot from that tall Cypreog—Mindchibr, 
like Tfthmtinis, the Bmder of the Wv, 

Sat on the Shiik's right hand: thou woijldsl have said:— 
' He h the heart, ami soul of that great Sh^." 

'there KAwa Htond, the skilled atimng the Biniths, 

With one before hUu well beseen lu war— 

His eoUp Earan by name, the warrior, 

The watchful chief, the conqueror of hosts; 

The minLater—Sarv, monarch of Yam an. 

The treasurer—victorious Gorshwip^ 

Were there. Tho sum within the troasmics 
Appearoth nou None ever saw such greatness. 
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Afiitind ttib wer€ twq lines at trcHips 

With goldw tiiaaeb »nd with goldcrn heliiiB. 

Ikforo thorn thore leaders liho Karon, 

The sen of KAwo, that oxperieBGed captom^ 

And wjkmarfi — roYcning Lions like Shirwl, 

And Ixdd Shjipdr, tho elephantine ehlcL 

^Hien DU tho olophants thoj bind tho dmmi V* 104 

'rho Air becenieth eben M^Ith the dust. 

If EJifiw inen oomo to %ht ua bill anti ptoio 
WUl be oonfuund^; these men Imvo revenge 
Atheort; their focos frown S they purpose war/* 

TI10 envoy having ftirLher Uild the meESagn 
Of Farldi'in, those tyrants* hearts grew sore, 

Their blue m laplsl&zuli 

They sat ooDsnUbg, fane bad naught dotemdned 

Wtion Tdr spake thus 1 ^ ForewEill to peace and joy ] 

We must nut let this hardy lion^s whelp 
Orii »w bold atnl sharp of fang. Wdl sueh a you Lb 
Lock prowess, being taught by Faridiin I 
When gnmdsou eoiumuueth wkfa giandsiro thus 
Sfvnjo devilry b sure to come of it. 

Prepare wo then for war and that with speed.** 

They hurriDd ont their cavalry and mustered 
Troops from the West and Chfn, whence hubbub rose 
..Vnd all flocked to the kings—n iniikitilde 
Whoso star of fortune was no longer vuuDg. 

Two hoffU emponoplieil marched on frdn 
With nugbty elephants, innch ptiecious Btote, 

And thoso two murdercia mtont on war. 
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The Sh^ wa'i told^ ** A host hath ers^ed Jilnin,** 
And bade prince Miniicbihr to pass the frontier 
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\\ IDS Toward the thus adfiaing liini 

A youth predestined to bo fnrtuiutte 
May happen to enfinaro a lUo'^atMD-HhiHip 
^Vhile hunters are balara aud paiiiji behind; 

But having patience, prudencL% sens#, and vrits. 

He will take savage lions in his toils, 
jVnd now my foes ipi these my eloHuig 
1 would cha^stistv wkld a swtird of hfo.'* 

** Grea t Shah I" said Minikhihr '‘ may fate koop ill 
For imy foa that oometh to attaok theo; i 

May bo lietray hvniaatf both soul and body. 

Lo I I will doii ft ooafc of iUuiian mail J 

To leave no part exposed, and then in quest I 

Of vengeonoe on the liattkdeld will send jj 

The dust of yon host sunward. None uf them ] 

Hold 1 a tuaii* dam they ounLend with ifhs 7" ] 

Bo orriered that Karon, who loved the froy, * 

Should eroaa tho frontier to tho desen, taking ^ 

The i^aiufhenolosujo and the imporiaJ standard. ] 

Then as troop followed troop the hills and plains 1 

Heaved like the sea^ the day wits dark with dtist^ 

Anil thou haihit said i ^^Thu sun is mure-dim.’’ 

A clamour rti*e unough to deafen ears 
Tliough keen, the neighing of lha Arab atoods 
Rns# high above the tynibilNS* din. Two linea 
Of mighty Diephants Etrotched from the eamp \ 

For two iiiUaE, sixty oanded eeats of gold | 

Inlaid with gems, three hundred Ik^iu the baggage. j 

\\ H 3 & Three hundrod were in iron panoply 
That hid nil but tWir eyes. 

They left Tamtuisha 

And bore the Guiiip-enotosurti lo the waste. 

Koran the avenger was tbo gonerah 

The Lost three hundred thousimd cavaliorR. , 

The men of name marohed mailed, with n^oi^ve maces. 
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All AS aogry Liods And all giidnd 
Far rangfiADco far fraj i iboir stool-bliie swofds 
Warn La iLatr haods ami Kdwa*s ALandiird led Qamir 
Then Mlnikhilir with bim who lov^^i tbe fmy,* 

Kdnm^ waaL from tho forest of NArn^AD, 

flu V iewed and ranged his boiit <m thoHo brood plains.* 

Ho gave tho amij's loft wing to Garsh^p ; 

Gpon the right was bmvo Sim vrirli Kubid, 

Wm aet the battlo in array. The priuco 
With Sanf waa in tlio eeiitro, wlieaco bo shano 
Muun-Iiko. or as the sim o'er some high till 
Led by Kdran, with champions such as Sam, 

The franhin army fought, Kubild was seuui, 

Thc^ heroes of the hatuu of TahtruLn 
Woro ftoibajcaJers, and the host was decked 
In bridid trim with lipii'waiTierfl 
And din of drunuL 

Men bore the news in baste 
To Tdr and Salm : “ The fmniiuiG armed for tight 
Are marehmg toward the desert from the forest^ 
Tlitor livers^ blood afoaiii upon their lips,^ 

That pair of muTderers with a huge array 
Set forth mlent on vengeime© and drew up 
Their host upon the plain: they iiifwle the AIjUjlh 
A nd Hca their base. Kuhtiil the seoiit advanced. 

And Tdr on bearing that ejuiie forth like wind, 

And said to him: ** Eetnrn to Miuuchikr 

And i^y to him : ^Thou bastard just mode Shah ! 

What though there waa a dough lor to fraj. 

Host thfrti A right to crown, and throne 

•‘ Yea, 1 will take thy mcaw^e* aoid Kukid, 

'*Tn thine dw^n wards aiiil Style » but thon wilt quake 
To think hereafter of this monatn^uB speeck 
Twill not be striioge if eTen aaToge boaau 
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Bewail you day jmd for from XArwou 

To Ctfa are warlike, vengoful oavalien»- 
A gUtup^ of our liriglit iwordii imd KAw^’n standanl 
Will make year lioana and timlnii Imnit in diammy; 

Ye will not know a ralloy from « hilL^’ 

Tur hoard and turntnl away in oilent dufigeoii, 

\YliIle blcfit Kubild Went baisk Ui Mindohitir 

And told th 0 i tutihitig words. The young prinoe laug both 

" Xone tail a fool,^ ho ooid^ would talk like this. 

But pratfio to Him^-the Lord of bath the worlds'— 

Who knoweth oU tbingg seorot or revealed 1 
Ho knowoth that my grondsiiro wrb fraj, 

Afi bleosod Foiidun asHureih mo. 

But w'liou 1 Bbow tny punsoii in the £gbt 
My birth and prevresi wiU approve ihemseU^a. 

Now hy tbo Groee of Him who iiiloth fim 
And KifKin I will not leave Tiir power to wink* 

But show hb tninklcstt head to all the hoit; 

1 will avenge my sire upon him 

Ami turn Iua kingdom upside down.*' 

He ueaMrd 

And issued orders to prepare n f^t. 
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Ifow Miifiii'hfhr attarfml thr Htmt af Ttir 

V. lei ^lien the bright world grow ciark and fieeuta dUpersed 
About the plain, Kdrati the warrior 
Ami Sarv the counsellor^ who led the host. 

Ofiserved; " This will ba Ihriman’i ow n %hL 
A day of tnarLiid deeds and vengeance-Beoking.'^* 

A proclamatton issued to the troops:—^ 

0 men of name and Lions of tho Sbdb I 


* Skdidltix' wllb 
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Gird np jotir loioB, be TigilMit. nod tofliy 
TLe Almighty gumtl yom Wlioj5i>o'cr lb slain 
Will go to Purjuliae woihail from sin; 

While they who iihoit] the blood of worriuni 
Of Rum nod Chhi, and take thiiTr londji, shall Imvo 
fiune, the Gmco of tu^hiiujigi^s: 

The Shiih will give Gieiu LliroLiea uml diaduins^ 

Their chieftiun gold ftod Gnd pritsporilj. 

Xow when the dnwn is breaking nnd the sun 
HjLir ri&on gird upon jour valifint loins 
Your iDfices luid jour daggers of Kibul, 

Tflko up your stations imd preserva your ranks " 

Tho captains of the hostt the valijmt chiofs, 

Drew up before the Ibn-prince and &4iid — 

"We arc but slaves and live to sorve the Shiih, 

Will do Lis will and with our swords mako earth 
Run like JfliduJ' 

They went back u* their tents, 

All purposing revenge. 

Now w hen thy broke. 

Upheaving night's niifl gloom^ the prints aasimied 

His station at the eentre of the host 

With eoAt of armour, sword, and Reman liehti. 

The soldiers shotted lifting to the elonElii 
Their spears. Ho duly ordered all the troop®. 

Tho left, the right; the centre, and tho wings. 

With beads all anger 4ind with brows all frowns 
They rollefl up earth in marching. It res^unbled 
A ship upon the waves and thou hadst said :— 

** It slnketk fast T' From his huge elephant 
Ho dropped a hiill, earth hoflvod like aatire sea. 

Tbfi dnimmors marched before tho olepHonta 
With roar and din like lions in thsir rago. 

While from the sounds of pipe and clarion 
Thou wouldfit have said: It is a festivaL" 
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Tbo troops moved ninuntom-Iike And boUi honui Abouted. j 

Anon tbo plain ran blood.:: tbou wonldsL have laid ] 

Tbat tulips sproiij^ up. Mighty oliaphiuitt» <| 

Stood as on dond qultimofi in tbi? gore, ^ 

V. I to They fought till night, till Minddiiliri who won 4 

Tho lovo of all, obtame^l the victory ; 1 

V. III Yet fortuiiB in one stay mbidoth not, n 

Now honey and nav gaU miito up man's k>[. I| 

Tbo boarta qf Tur one! Saliu worn doaplj moved i 

By griflt Tlioy LiKtoned for u night-Gurpriso, 1 

But DU QUO oanio o'od when night turned to day, 1 

And dioy thomfiolves woro inxlous for dulay. j 

Ty> tm* Siain hjf th* Himri AimikJt^r ■ 

Noon poaaod. With vongoful hearta the bruthetw nic^ M 

For oonAulL&tiun; mid their fwlifth acheiuei fl 

They said ; " Lot tis attonipt a night-attack ■ 

And fill tho desert and the plain with blood."* j 

That night those misereautii drew thoir army out, m 

Bent on a oamisade. Tho frto'ian scouts B 

Qat news tboroof nod hped tu Mindebihr fl 

Tu tell him bu that he might pjet hm Ifoopi, B 

Vp r ra That shrewd man board and plfumeti a i-otiiitcuf-rtiSLv B 

He loft KLiraii the host and himself B 

An Anibuscado with thirty thousand wairiors, fl 

All men of name. Tiir came at night and bmught 9 

One hundred thousand men prepared for fight, B 

But found the foe orrayetl with banners fijing fl 

Aud saw that buttlB was hjE sulu resource^ fl 

A Eihout rose from tho cenlrea of tho hoata, fl 

The hoT^meu mode the air a oloud of dust I 

And ffteel swords fiosbed like lightnmg; thou hadsL I 
soid:^ fl 
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Tbi^ miUc^ lUT blii^o, 4uirth glofLin like tlijittioiDcb.** 

Thi? elulimg of tho steel went thtough tho bmin, 

While fli&me an«l blflttt rese eleudword^ Minucbilir 
f^pr^ng from tiii ambush aad surrounded Tdr. 

Who wheeled and ilcd mid wailings of despair V. i ij 

From his own truopa. Prince Mindchibr pursu^.^d. 

Sat for revenge, and cried; Stay* tniscroant, 

Who loveflt fight m well and cutteat off 
The heads of innoconts I Knaw^sl not that all 
Desire rovciigo on then f " 

He hurled a dart 

Against Tdris back, whoso sword fell from bis grasp 
Tlieu Mlniiohihr like wind uuscaled .* 

Cast him to earth, slow him^ eut off his head. 

And left the bcidy for the beasts of prey * 

Then went back to bis camp bo cpntcmplate 
That symbol of a fall Sroiu high estate. 


Jffiw Mini^^ihr trrat^ to iljinoitaoa Wn to FiMridiin 

Then Miniichihr wroia to SMh Farid dn 
About the war—its fortiineB good and ill— 

And first be spake of Eirn who made tho world— 

The Lord of gooduoss, purity, and justice i— 

" Pmiae to the Woridlord who hath suecourod ns f 
Meu find no other helper In their stmits. 

He is tho Guide, he rnakoih hearts rojoice y* uj 

And chaugetb not throughout eternity. 

Neat, pfaisoe be to noble Farfddri— 

Tbo lord of crown and maocs, pofisesacd of jusdeo, 

The Faith and Graoe, crown and iinparitil throne. 

His fortune is the saurce of rigbt£ousneas* 

His throne of beauty and of eiiceUence, 
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B}' virtue of thy Gram I reached Tdmn, 

Armjod the host and fouj^lit by day find night 
Thrice fiercely In two days, I hea^ that Tdr 
Dtungnod a nij^ht-attack and wiyitlng power 
Belietl on craft; so 1 arranged an ambush 
And left bhii nothing but the wind to elutcli. 

Ho fled, I followed^ and o’ertokittg him 
Pierced through hi* armour with a javoluip 
And Uxik him from his oEuldle tike the wind. 

I flung him m I would a oerpunt down 
And from bis worthless body smote tbo head^ 

WTiioh lo I I send ipy grandaire^ and forthwith 
Win set about a fitratagem for l^alm, 
tSkice Tur had placed within a golden casket 
His royal brothor^s head in idnl oentempt. 

And hod no ruth or reverence for him, Qod^ 

Who raodo the world, delivered Ttir to nio, 

J15 And I have alain him ns be hIcw iraj; 

And will lay waste hiii realm and dwelliag-plncq/* 

The letter done ho sent a cMuelcorp 
^Who sp(xl like wind with obeeks Euffused with shame 
And hot tetVTtt in hia eyes for FarMun ; 

How should be like to he the carrier 
Of Tiir's hccid to the monxirch of frrin ? 

Though dead sohe were perverse their fatliers mourn 
them I 

But m the cruiio was groat and ujiprtivokcfU 
And as the avenger was both yoting and bnivo. 

The meHAtinger approaohiMl with confidence 
And laid the head of Tiir bo fore the Shfib, 

Who pra}!^ to God, the righteous Judge, to pour 
Oa lUimidilhr his blesfllngn evermore. 
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Ilorir itiok Qitdh i^f lAf Aldm 

of the Gghl and of that Moon's ellipse 
Ucached Salm^ vrhu pnrpoiifid making a rutre&L 
Upon a lofty castlo in his roar | 
i^uoli am tdio ups and downs wbidi foriimo Lath f 
Now MlniiiQLIhr liiicl Lhaugbi of ibis and said:— 

" IF SoLoj rlcclineth battk bis rotreat 

Will bo upon ibe bold of the Altms, \\ 

And Lbcrefom w'c must occupy tbo mnd^ 

For if he hath tbe fortresa of the sen 

No one will wrcnoh biiii from hie foothold there. 

It is a plaoo whose head is in the clouds, 

Twofl built by cunoiDg from the ocean's depths, 

Ib fumished iroll with tmasurea manifold 
And overshadowed by tho eagle's wing. 

I must make hjiste to execute my plan 
iind ply both rein and stimip." 

This be told * 

KiiTonp who, OB he knew, would keep the secret. 

That obiaf replied: gracious sovereign [ 

If to the least of all his warriors 
The Shah vouebssfoth to entrust a hiwt, 

I will seal LTO Sdm's on ly gate for com hot 
Or for retreat. For this exploit I need 
Tdr's royal standard and Ids signet-ring, 

Then will I make a shift to Eoixe the hold 
And go In-night ; hut keep tbo malter dose.'^ 

He ohoe^ six thousand vetoranB of name. 

Who when the sky grew ebon placed the drums 
Upon tho dephanLs. and full of fight 
Set forward toward the sea. Kjiiun resided 
The army to Shlrwi and aaicl s “ 1 go 
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V. 117 m ^ytiy to tlio imsLalJitij 

To show ta tim the fiijfnoi-Ting of Tilr. 

When t am id the OAi^tk I will rmm 
The stamiarc], and will mako the blue sward? gloam^ 
Approach ye then the hold, and wh^n I shout 
Make onset and lay on.'’ 

He left the ho«t 

Hard by the hold while ho lilKuself a4lvaaoed. 

And when ho reached the castle told Lis talc, 
Showed to the eoBtelliiD Tdr's signet-ring 
And said: " I come from Tdr, who bade me not 
Slop to draw breiithj Emd said : * Go to the ojistelliiD 
And say to him : ^ Be watchful day and nightr 
Share l^th la weal and woe^ guard well the oastle^ 
Be vigilant, and if Shrih Mijukhihr 
Shall send hU tFL>apfl ami Hlandoril 'gainst the hold 
As^uit each -oLher^ anil pot forth yonr Htrcngth; 

And may ye overthrow the enemyj’ * ^ 

The easteltan heard this and reoogujsad 
The aignot-ring ; they oped the cantle-gates : 

He saw the scoming, but he saw no moro, 

Mark here the nistto poefs momlbing: — 

Xq one but He alone who placed the heart 
Within cau sob ita saercts. Bo nur part 
To labour at the duty of the day ; 

So be the good and evil what they may, 

Mine only duty is to say mj say " ' 

The cnstollan re-entered with Karan, 

Who loved the fight, the gtuleless with the guileful. 
This ehieftain^ though prepared for Htratsgema, 
Scaled friendship with a stranger, and £q folly 
Gave both his head au{l castle to the wlnilo. 

Ho thus addressed his son—a warrior-panl 
Mj Boxu who art so skUTuI and adroit t 
Bo nothing rashly and in ^moranee. 


V. 
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But poniler woU and murk fraui finst to luMt 
'riie honied wordj^ of quo tliat w a fllraoger, 

Enpecittlly in Umga of war apd Btiifp. 

Search well and Hvu ip dread of aitibiiacadefi^ 

Look daoply whatMoW tho iiiafctar bo, 

And how a ehioftaux aliFowd of intalloct. 

By leaving aomn small dotad UDoapiorod^ 

And not coruiideriiig the foomon^s omft, 

May raiidor up his fortress to the winds/* 

At hroak of day Kamn, who loved the fight, 

Set np a standfird like the moon fall-orbed; 

He shouted and made signals to Shirwi 
And bis exnlted chio^. Shirwf pEweeiving 
The mytd standard made lowarrl tho hold* 

Seized on the gnte^ threw in his troops and crowned 
The chie& with blood, Hera waa Kiiran and there 
Shirwi; the swonl abavo, the sea below. 

By noon the oAstles form atid aaBtolUn's 

Hiwl vanished. Thou couldst see a eknd of smoke, 

Hut ship and castle were invisible^ 

blre blazeil, wind blew% rose liDr^omeua sliputs and dies 

For help. At sunset hold and plain were lave!, 

And twice six thousand of the foe were slain. 

A pitchy reek rose o*er a pitchy shozo 
And all tho surlkoo of the witat;>e mo ^*are^ 

CP 
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Bow KAhrt^ the qf EakhM^ 

the fnittiti'ni 

KAran returned and told tho prinoo, who said 
“ May hoiiBo and maee anil saddle ne'er lack thee. 
"^Vlien thou luulst gone another hfwit appmaobed, 
Loti by a young and bat lie-loving chief, 

F 
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A gmfitlaDii of Zfthliiik, and called, I hear, 

Kiikwi—uu infidel—wiili bimglity horsemtui 
And Qion of nume it liimdrtMl thousimd si^Qn^^ 

And eUught^^riKJ mnny of our Uint-wjuxlora. 

BaAm no^ m b^t an figlit Bmm thi^ ally 
Hath cDUiQ to bolp tku from Oangd-DiishtnkhtJ 
They tell mo that (i«i b a warUke dl^, 

In b&ttio unappallod and strong of Inuid. 

1 haTO not reachod Hto ui the combat yet* 

Nor ta^en hifl measurD with the warriorti' maoo, 

But -irhfiii he comoth nest to light with ub 
I will ijssfly h™ mid will try hia weight.** 

K^ran replied: ** 0 prince 1 who can confront theo 
In battle ? If ho warn a parcl hi& dtin 
Would burst upon Iiiin at the th-ougliL of fighu 
Who Li Kakwi t What b Kakwl ? Ttiy foes 
Will DCTor play tlio mom J will devise 
A shrew d dovtco in tlufl emorgency 
That none Hke vile KakwS may tvver cama 
Henceforih to fight us from Gang-hDi^hhukhC^ 

The noble p^co repUod: * Be not conocmed. 

Thou art cihauatfld with thy late exploit. 

Thy ujarohing and revengo: it k iny turn 
To do the fighting: hruatho iiwhile. groat chief!** 

Tho din of trump and pipe arose without^ 

The tynibalfl aonnded and tho horsemen's dust 
Made air pitch-black and earth like ebony. 

Thou wouldat have said: These Diatuonde have life, 
These maces and these javfllins have touguea!’' 

Shouti Toae around and arrows fledged tlie air 
Like vulture’s wings^ blood grouted hand to hilt 
And apurtod from the murk; thou wouldst have 
said:— 

" The earth will rise in waves Mid whelm the sky^" 


^ ZafalliQe'l aid ea[iLtaL 
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Krikwf tlio chlafum ralflod the batfJe-slitmt 
And camfl fL>rtJi lik^j adfr, while Mindckihr 
AdvunaofJ with Indian *word in hand Both rawed 
A ory that rent tli& hilk iwifl fraj^?d the hosts. 

Thou woMWst haire said: These eWefe aro elephan ts. 
Both terribiOi both girt, both bent on vtiiigeano&** 
ivAkwl thrust at the girdle of the prlnre, 

WhosQ Riitmrn helmet ahonk: his majl was rent 
Down to the belt so that his waist appeanxi. 

The pincers falchion filruck Kakwfs ouirasa 
And dove it by tha neck, and thufi they fought 
Till noon like pords iind puddled earth with bloadp 
As day declined the prince, stiihced with tight. 
Reached out and gripping hrmly with hla legs 
Caught with all oase the gittilo of Rakwi, 

Dra^^ged from his stead his elephantine form, 

Flung him upon the bumiiig sand and gashed 
Ills okast and tK»£kjm with the seimiur, 

Tims wfiiit that Arab to the winds a prey i 
His mother bare htrn for tso ill a day I 
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Kakwi being dead, the master of tho West, 

WbosQ stay was broken, ceased seek revenge 
And sough L to gain hm stronghold in Ins Right, 

But w hen he reached the sea saw not a spar 
Of any vessel thore^ The franian host* 

Though olrigged by killed and wounded on the plain, 
Pursued apace, while Minuchihr, idl wrath 
And vengGance, cast his fleet white chaider's mail 
And pressed on tiR wkhln the foeuien's dust 
And hard upon the king of Hijin he cried 
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who uxi ynilty of the blMrkest criine, 

V. ill Wlio munler^istr thy brother for bis orown I 

Kust thou obtaiuotl iiT Whithuf will thou flec f 
] hrmg theo now, O kiug! a crown and throne ! 

'HiQ toyjil Tr^ Imth conio to lueariTig fruit. 

Fly not tho tlutuvo of grefttoew? I Farfcli^n 
Hath got a now throne ready for thmo urp. 

The tree which thou haat plouted boareth noWp 
And thy breast ishall rticeiro the produce of it j 
If thorng, th* tree was picntCHl bj tbyaelf ^ 

If painted sUk, the weaving was thine own." 

Ab thus he spake he uiged his steed eJeug 
And iu tmother moment overtook 
Aiul elav® the kiug jisimder from the nock, 

Then hade the head be set upn a apear. 

While all ad ini red his ntigh t md warlike ann, 

* t^alm's iTOope were scattered like a fltrak by auow 

And wandered aimlessly in eompatuea 
Aniid the wastes, the oavorns, and the hillt 3 > 

They bade ono wary, wise, and elotpient 
To go to Jliniiahihr forthwith and say 
On their behalf : " We are thy aid>jeet^ dl 
Anil only tread the earth tn ilo thy will. 

Auiong us there are flkiine possessed of herda. 

And some of tilth and jialaces. To fight 
Was not our interest hut our king‘s aoiiimand ; 

We came as soldicM, not to 5cck revengu 
We are the Shah's slaves now and 1 m>w out heads 
To do hia will and ploaflUro. If be willeth 
Y, 135 Rerenge and bloodshed we ceui but subridli. 

Wa aU arc guiltless and wo all oomo in,. 

So let hiui do as seenieth gof^J to hiuii 
’ For ho ia tuitater of our guiltless livaa"* 

'ITiUii spake the sage, the chief in wonder onjiwerod 
I c£Lgt my passions and exalt Jiiy name. 
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What is not God’s h Ahrimjiu's tind oril * 

Be bll suoli bonislied from mj sight, jiiid tnay 
Tho divs be punished lot their fiina. Ye all " 

Are cither foes or Mends and mine nliieii, 

But innocent and guilty both are spared 
Sincre God hath given m vietoiy, 'Tk the ilay 
Of justice, wrong hath ceased, the leaders' heads 
Are safe from fulling now. Seek brotherhood 
And iiae it fur a cliarni, pmt off from you 
Tlio iniploniQuts of war, be wiso and pure 
In Faith, neeuro from 111, and Imnish vengeance. 

Jfow io your dwolUngii wherojBoo'tir ihev bo* 

In Chin, TilrAn, or ia the land of Rtnu 

Let oil the virtues form your pedestal 

And bo your homes those of enlightened mmila,*' 

The great chieis praised that noble, upright prince. 
And proeiamation Lssued from bis tent t— 

" Yo paladins wlinsn eonnael prospereth 1 

Shed no more needle blnod, the tyrants' fortunes 

Are ovarthrowm" 

Then all the truups of Chin 
Fell proatratCi brought their anus and gear of war 
To MiniiDhihr, and ns they pasiied hun piled 
A mountain of hor&e-armcur^ helms, and breastplate^^ 
Of mooes mjd of Indian sciniitars. 

While Minuehihr the ehiertain grudotislj 
Fmtrtmtetl onch one as his rank might IhL 
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The hero called n oourier, gave to him 
The head of Solm, tho monaroL of tho Westt^ 
And wrote to tall his gmndaire of the fight 
And strategy, JiTBt giving God tho praiae 
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And then the Sbfih: l*rhim to tlio ccinquoring World- 
lord 

Froiii ’BrbijDi AFa virtnep power, ond Grnoo 1 Hib Llessing 
ts now on Fiirtdun, tb4it irlsa, brAva Shib, 

Wlio hath roleinied tis from the bonds of illp 
And hftth Lhfi wiadum and the Graoe of God, 

We am avangid u jKin the eatjilkrs 
Of ChfiL Wo by in mnhush for thoir Iitcb, 

Strong in tbo Slwib with oui liTonging soiiniuifs 
We smoto tho boadii off those unriglatecKUB men, 

V, 135 Who both wore raoking with fny'a blood i 

We purged the fliirfiMsi of ibo oartli with steeL 

Lu 1 I am eoTiiing like the wind behioil 

^ly latter, and wiD toll theo M that paaBod.’^ 

He sent Shirwl, the iispiring vetennn 
Bark to the hnlib ttnd aiaidi Explore the bf>t>ty, 

Aot OB thou seeat and take the Sb^h 
The spoil upon bigb-erefited olopbantSp*^ 

Ho bade the drummers and ihe pipers faro 
Forth froin the royal teat, and from that bold 
In Chin inarehed inland back to Farfrlijn+ 

As he approached Tanimfshn on liis way 
His grandBire longed to look at hitiu The blast 
Of eiariona ascended from the gate, 

The host began to march out- Faridiin, 

That iijsin of wakefol fonune, decked the hacka 
Of all the dephaniB with tnrquoiflfl tlironee, 

And golden litters with brocade and geins. 

A world of banners, yellow^ red, and blue^ 

Waved overbcfuL The host marcbed toward San^ 

Like black clouds from the watops of GiloiL 
With golden bridles and with golden girdles, 

With silvern stirrupd and with golden bucklers, 

With treofltjrea, elephants, and pieciuus slores, 
lu rcadmefifi to welcome Mimlohihr. 






FAMintN 

Xijw as thrtt prince the royiAl htJist 

Hijj ^ftniixiro ni’cnt afoot to vokome iiiin, 

Aii did tbe tnim of Gil liko Liqiis looso^ 

With torc^Ties of gold and bolincts black as iuiihIu 
T bo IriiniaiiB followed on l^ohlnd tlio Shah, 

Koch liko ft gftvitgo Uon, troap» went lirst, 
llie elcphimta and lions in tho midst.. 

Behind the olophants mote valiant triMpt 
Whenufl thti fiiig of Faddiin appeared 
Tho host of Minncbihr deployed in Uno. 

That yutithfiil prinoo, that sapling J 112^1 producing 
Its earliest fruit^^ dkmoudted from hht stood# 

Ha kisse^l tho ground and Vilosjie<i tlio tuiiuaroli'M thrunc, 
His diadem and crown and ijlgnct-rmg, 

But Funidim c^^mmanded him to moiinh 
him and grasped his haud^ 

Then Fiiridnn 

itetuming homo sent word to tidm, tho son 
Of Narimin ■ **Coiiib preEcullyi" for tsikm 
Had come fruin Himlxistiiii to helji to Hght 
Against tho soroercra, and broiight withal 
A mighty SEiore of gold jmd precious thmga 
Above whato'ar iho SMI1 required of hiiri— 

Such mjTLiids of jewels and dinars 

That no ac^imtont could have reefconori thcui^ 

Si^tn^ when he reached the monarcli of the worltl. 
Saluted lK>th tho old Sh^li and tho youngs 
The faiuuUM monarch tioated Silm l^ida hitn, 

The great king seated the great paliulin. 

And said: put my gtmdsiro in thy ehoige. 

For I must now depart Help idiu in oil 
jVnd make him show a prowess like thine tiwn*'* 

The great Shah lightly lahl the young man^'a hand 
In that world-palaftin's^ looked up and said:— 

“ Almighty VhhI \ Jlist Judg« who saiyest sooth 1 
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37 Thm ftaidst: ' I am thu Almighty, thiJ just Judg0, 

The Help of tlio oppteafled hi thoir distress.’ 

Right hast Thou dotjo me, Thon bjiEt hoi pen xtto 
And giTon me hoih oi^wn and signeti-nDg. 

God [ Thon hisAi granted me my whole dealre ? 

Now Lake me to iha other world — a iKattor 
TliAti this—bccanso I w^onld not that my ssoul 
Should tarry longot in this narrow sphere.*^ 

Shirwi the Gluoftain with tho spoilfi iipproaohed 
The pakuo of the Sbiih, who kviHheLl all 
The liooty on the troopsi 

He g»YO direoLions, 

Two days ere Mihr, for Minnchihr to alt 

Helmed on the throne of gold, with his own handa 

Crowned the young prince, and gave his last cotmnAnda 
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Thk done, the great king's day and fortune ohangoil, 
The leafogi! withered on the royal tree; 

He quitted erown and tbmtie and with the head.^i 
Of those three kings beside him lived in tears 
And in atMoriUes: his plaint was this :— 

* My days are changed and darkened hj these threes. 
Who were my hearths delight and grief withal. 

Thus slain before me miserably, m hatred^ 

And as my foes would wish. Such iUs bofeU thorn 
Through Lhoir perversity and evil deeds | 

They disol icy ed tiie and the world frowned on them.*' 
Kis heart was full, his face all tears till daaLh, 
Though FarfdLiii ia gone there is hk name 

sun left through all the yean that have passed by ^ 
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Hci wfui, tny son I all and 

One who fousd pmtit in advets&ity. 

Then Hiniinhilir put off the royid crown, 

He girt a blood-J^tdned girdle round Ms loins^ 

And reared a chumel as the SkAhs were wont 
Of raddj gold and lapielamlL 
They placed a throne of ivory within 
And hung a crown above it, visited 
The dead to say farewell, 113 wm. the uao 
And ritual, thou shut the cliamehdoor; 

In snob ill case that dear one left the world I 
One Sunnight Mlnuehihr gate tip to gneC, 

HLs eyes were fall of tean^ bin clu^kii were iisli;. 

And for a sennight city and haaar 
Were mourning with their mourning sovereigm 
O world which art all wind and levity I 
The man of wisdom hath no joy of tlico. 

Thou fostareet each one with thy careaa, 

Xo mutter if his life be mere or less, 

But when thou wiliest to revoke the trust 

What reckest theu of ooml or of dust I 

Man: when the world hath sjtappcd in twain the coni 

Of this world for thee, be thou Uege or lord. 

Thy griefs and pleasures as m dream appear j 
Vex not thy heart then to eontinuo horn. 

Blest is the man who, whether king or thrall, 
Bequoatbeth good as his memorial 1 






TIT 


MINt^CHlHR 

HK IIK1G.^ED ONE HUNDRED AND HVENTY 
YEARS 


ARGUMENT 

Aftar the jwce«noo of Min^diihr^ iha poei prrweed* * to 

tnll tlm Htory vi of Snm, liciWg Iii4iig i^rn with whito 

}kAtr, lie wmii in i^nJiaqiiDdin] Dt^pcMdd by Mm fHthur vu Mniitifc 
AlbiirK, how Vh 5 WiW foTwid find brcmght up by ttia Biimiriihi bow 
ill after yuani hft mkI Bp blither bmwne renincilud^ bow ho 
row to ^ToatnBBB. Tlio p(>dL iilio tolli the lonu of unJ 
KudiRiu^ tha thmgbter of Mihfiih, the idoliitrotui kingf of fvAhnJ, 
thb wtatb nf Minilohlhr thmiit, his uHlr^tB consent to tlid ueh^rip 
snii tha hitih of Riiitiuii, with nn uc^iniit of wboM htsi ihItou- 
tum^ and of tlw dtiatli of Mlnilidhllkr^ tho rmKii conchiiieB. 


NOTE 

*nw storyf which Ocfinpiosthe Tfiign of MfnuoliihTf In whoH nmatr, 
wliich fnMiiii *^fi(riFrragr of Mniiiit" ’ Wo oaii still trft« a euiiiwctJoii 
IwLwutjn Tft illati find trifium mytholofQV tlm Vadiu nxitl 

the Eondfivastar U purhafia thu iiinHl ubarmiog in thn w|h>U piiOTn ? 
iiiiil huru hmt tkn stmun of opb^ hlthurtn cntintHn! Mini cmnipofl^ 
hrenkn nnt into brraidl wntEirS, and CfltrriUB tu to thu huraio Ttwo 
who play ■ih'!h lui importint port thron^fhonl t\m tirat—tho mythiir 
— pijrir^ of thu puaitL Wu liai^o alrmuiy siheti bnw tbif titka 
l^iiitowod cifi tbo l^ront hero KomBlkpa bocamu BO[mrfit:o pwraia tiAfU 
tiu in lator times,■ oud in tlua nslgn wo ha?o ono of hla must 


^ IXuiinhbEihtLliRi hi ths ZandaiTiat^ For Mann bim peirriilorj ziotfi 
Iv Januhid. 

* Sk IntTodnrOtoEy oOitH to FaitdilEL 
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fiJKLi n^cortlcHl ano^lciit qvf SiLm, t-h&iCD i>r Nariiniiii—tlur 
lUylng oF thii Jnif^ou uE 1 . 1 m KuhfJ. TIm H|ipuurA U* llive 

hecome |nc 4 EI«iHl In itw nti^hboiirhood c-f Hri pcmt^B fiwn hlflh- 
Tu#s wiiinli tlwa KuItaI AIcits^ tlui drugf^n tnjttjf b& 
typiciJ uf thu pcrlodiiM QuckIh tlm pruvuntinn s«l whUAt b Boid 
to hmve bmn m which tin pciiat hrnl at hmvL^ Thn fuatEERi 

nf ^n*& itUKJu Li rupTTHluced ttma thtf wSkr Iw^cmh whuru 
Koropidi|*i ii ckiHcrilMHi M 

Thu pi^ntic mythical bird, thij i\w Itod mE thw 

Arabljut Nightifp wMch pEajB imJl att importacit part in tb-c lnge>nd 
4 ^^ ^1 oE hk nrm UuBtaiu, 14 dilcKiTibtid m thu ButidAliinh ab 
iha gfilTcio of thi™ iintnr^^* Et appear* to Imva beiiJi ^nn- 
Ctfkrcd Cii Afl H Aflft of gipilLlC llkti Hnn^inllbli. In it# rLoonont 
I d harilii^, JttLyi; Tlwm arc two wldali iuLta milk 114 the 

tfifit nad AEickht f^#iT yoim^p the grlirun hbds nml llm lint whkii 
hieil iil ihit iiiuhl^ ia thny layt-lmt tlM hut in cmatcKl of thjtN’ 
TOMB (antnfii.k), th^ men (lirinn) i:if tluj tho bird, hmJ tLu 

miipk mif'vrihE; it fHea Likir a Hrtl^ liot mmiy th^ih lik« a 

li dweUin}' In hohis liks n miuk-imt.”* TIjm Siimirgh viu 
the fint hLrd orwatyd^* oud iti umt wjiii on the itm of wild 
vegf^inhlc lifu wlucii grew Id I ha wide 10.^11011 heat to the true 4 i 4^ 
imm(l>riality. Upon thu furmujr trou miilkiet all thn abihIb whiuli 
plhnlfl litiTD preduend ilnriu^ tlje yniLe, nnd tli^ cidi>L'« tif iho 
Sihkiit^b WBH to fllukku lha tree and i9e4tttar the M»di, whicit wom 
timn etdie«jted hy another inythkoi hlrd, ddh-d ChniniTith, which 
hmi ilB tlc*t on thu BUnuildt of Mtumt AlhiinE ackd pTDtf}ciad Iran 
from infuioiv '\%\m Irtrd mltkglod the »vmU with the mniL^ winch 
the gooLiii Tjjihtar ffeHrini) had t*wB 4 'iiiRl Itim iIh? ibmoiiii. 

With a view O.E jMiiiring tkem cni thn eiLrthi tha |Tiirpnrt uf lliu 
lit|;uqi| wwji to ncoonnt foV ihu mpld vugfitatirm in hot climatia.^ 
Thi»^ |»at til havu cumhiniH] 4 d[ikF!l *if the aLAractniiltirai 

uf HFt-ral mythiciU hirdi—the CIiiuiitth-I^ Lha Xtyrilhiptu, and nllid 
tllu VftTePii^llll nr nven iil h ]4 flCCOUfkt pE the Sluiurgk Thu 
RuigicaJ or medieinid olllcliuy nf the tnVnta'a fnatliyrp lA wogtibi-il 
in thu /diLiilaviiAEiLp whare wn riefu]; j^amthtuE m waked Alkuia 
Moxtlw + * * * Jf I Imvu a oLirse thrown i-ipcm a ipiilS told ujiait nw 
hy Riftay njtn who hato iatr '^hat b the rtHneily Inr it P' Ahum 
Uuda oiuw^xod t ■ Take thou a EoatluLr uE tliwt UtA ^ « tha 
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Vwfgijfviiii, 1} SpitJinEB ^anhiLuftrm E With tlukt fciithet 
nhftlt nth thj imil bfitlj-, with that rcwthur tbo^i ibklft inir» 
thy anenik^ U li imm hulOn a hnti» uf thiit itruiaj^ HnJ, or a 
ri^Lhitr^f tluLAtjDn^ hird^tLLi ^ah itnitu orr turti Lu %iit 
that rcrrtUliaiu imtt, Tho faath&r ttf Lbiit of binla brin^ Ijiiu 
(I'I ^^t briniff uiit<i him tbtf lic 3 hiA|^ of 111011, Ifc Eiuiiciitaini liltn In 
hii * * 

With nigard to tho ty^atmt ol tho tunploytaytit of ADicftthoEbft 
oil this <wd*akl(ti of this ClieuLriAUi birth of Hiiatam, wo filwJ another 
iiuitaiioo of thoir empkiyznout by Ufriinid hinsjielf in t he AMuiint 
<il the Unmtioti in the BLiiiihdaiAh. W'tiun Ahrirnftll bmkia into the 
oreaiitiM fejf i;nuLii:d Add attngkird Lb» Prinievnl Oi, we rtnwl thnt 
Unnm^ had previcfOily gtoiidd it\t iiitulio^ frnJiJi In rtaLer Tor il^ 
that its death iiu^ht he ttMi Sail SiuiiLLrljr we rftiil in 

Gencaia tliat the l^ird fiaiiaud. a deop ulocp to faJI u^A^n Aihini;^ 

'Tlla carbeat ruflinjlioa to Hijatikiii ii-L litOtaLLire ajipiMLFB in bs 
an indirect oiw in the KurYkis.^ He la alau montinii'ikl its llie 
work that paaua itndaf tho imine ul Moaai of Uliorene ; Ajja 
vutu, li vilia nn’ijwiae do eo raendacta i^nalla 

PcEmo fiuHiumn BfLKWt tunmorant, cpniiu CIXX doptnintii v^mbui 
fulMv anperinniflu lnulimt. l>ts blijiu pariinr rDbcira & forti- * 
todionni m oolebnint^ rjunn il simdltmiLde vori hm^iaduiii ahaupt, 
qiwip Hmu PH^iiii neqLtc BfirutiJi, nee bihnJap hit*« 

flinfenintT Ottiiiut ei enini qiudrata enm wiyxi Eiumituti [HfotiHinJorH 
pcFtuw^^ Jk Bd arhitnuin intiiii, magna at!E|i^e ac piimi, divniliani, 
ijnifiiihijBiiwi nhml^, vpJuL in tabidiV. upiikrutn 
aliaiimi ajna geiierii pUin^rpra niqua un^^nihiii idBoriberm Qui 
euni npud ma^iJ mnj-ia pontLcI IStiu hiatiliisi qunadata navid* 
uffuiKEuiafit^ itnpatiim in ulii fwiit, qutLB in altuuj cmio aut rkuMm 
oirdtij]- aLniia pryvoctiia+ nhi KuiBeqni d&h pntidt, plobtiaia uaa 
Eapiciihua maanait, 4 |iinnmi Oiipjoc^ii aqiue, tit niunt, Untoporr 
dii^ndolMntm', nt Liave« iinn pauiuin datribraiip fuerim, diictEiitni 
vi]^ H^aariim flaanm altiua surgeiktiuni nE|i|iiu nttToi luultofl 
milJe piwaiia prapctlerit. Prilb joj^t na fahniii, AUt potina, ralKikrsim 
febttlA.*'* 

MaJcohn idkintiilea thn nutle on Madnt Sipand taken by Rustam 
with a fmiiniia Htrnngheki, known on ocoumit trf it* appnarainse 
oa ** tha TV]itte €aatle,^ aitnated in the province of Pdtip aboot 
lerenly^flll inilaa north-Wyat of ^hirOH^ on a hi|^h hi|J that b 
altnruat perperniktiLLr on every eldep \t li of lurm, and 


* 1>ZA, IL 1411 . 

*RK,ilzS 4 * p* IQ. 

^ W^hjMld-K 4 >l m.m j 


Whifiloai Afatfr ^OTvnmjiJi, 96. 


=■ I lit 








33 - 

(?nek)teB a leiYol iipun tX tba tap <if tb£> moiuntjiiiii, wluclk m 
cdVDTwi with tkilt^ktfnl rssrtltii^j nnf! wntETDd bj-TiUTfiortHui Fprip^ii, 
Tise fticciut if tuBurlj thlWs tfixJiw ; Far this laat c-f m himdriHl 
ymrdm tho ■immit b » diMmlt cif Jippr.iiwh that tJw ii 4 iF{hEujt 
□ppcisitkrtip if well Etijiuoted, iiiuct iBinliaT it liii|irBgnabb , . + In 1 JI|d 
it WM . , ♦ tn inuB 9 fl|cin of ihti tribe of Mi 3 iaaM.i|tni^ ohe of tbi^ 
abotignml tribe* of Punia^ Their tllyikni dofoDtO Wlms pr^ilnbl^ 
atfll tinf wmttB M in tkfi dnyi of Roiiitiaiq ^ a litie nf Isj^ itoLiw 
ran^d in i>jjjfykr order ATOUtid tbo ad^w uf the predpise, IWh 
itono im wiadged in by ft eiiiieller: when that u nunoreidj Ibo 
largo rtflosp or raLhur nwkt ia hurtistl dowu, am! iw«w|ja hvdij- 
thinj? Iiefcire ^ 


S' 

Ilofr Afintlthihr fAe 17irofl# wi^nfe ®a Omfioo 

They TncrtiTDthi for Jandiiji for Rarcn days, V, laij 

Upon tbn fjighth SbAh Mmdobibr came forth 
And fiflL tbo royal oap upon his hoad| 

Ho isonniercbflrmed the spell of soxcsoroni 
Add toignod twieo sixty years. The pakdina 
Throughout tlie world oiilled praises down on hbii. 
Wlicn bo ssvHumed the erown he gare the world 
GLudnewB of justioo^ Faith, bnnianity. 

Of goorlnefis^ knowledgSp purity^ and said:— 

** I sit oathronod upon Hiu drfiling sphtire* 

DifipEUiaittg love anti justice^ wrath and strife* 

EiLTth is my thrall heaven mine ally, the hmdM 
Of kings my qnany. Mine are Faith and QraeOp 
Mine to bestow good fortuno iind to harriL 
I wreak revenge by night; tho raging fire 
TJpnn Bar?!ai:i * mu I, and lord of sejmiliir 
And golden booL 1 Mt up KAwa^s standard 
And Lgtit the cloud a* 1 dmw my awonl ami give 
No ijuarter on the battlefield. Afy bands 
Eeeomo a bLitmteoua oeean when I fooat. 

But when I mount my steed mj breath b lire. 

* HHP| i and Ufft-fi. ^ Tb* namis al a Fira-tflinpla- 
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I out ih& pmctic€' of tho wiokod short 
And mako the earth a red brtM^e of blood. 

1 wiold the mace, T mustratia the erdwti 

And light tho Sringdom from mi n o ivory throjioj 
Yot in dospite of nil I am a aluve— 

A flarvimt of the Makar of the world. 

Smite we our faces with our handii and weop. 

Lot all our convorsatiou be of God, 

Of whom wo hold the crown, the ihrnno. and hoat; 
Wo give Hiui proiBe and Ho U our defenoe^ 

Wo tread the path of Farfdim the blast— 

Oor gmndaire: he wm old. but we am yoimg* 
Whoovar in the bo van cUmas of earth 
Departeth from the Way, abandon oth 
The Faith, mfiiotcth hurt on mondiccinis. 
Opprefiseth any one of his own kin, 

Uplifteth in tho pride of wealth his hoadp 
Or oau^tl) Borrow to tho Buffering, 

AU such are ioJidels in my mgEird 
And worse than ovil-doing Ahriman* 

All ovil-doors that hold nut the Faith 
Are banned by God and ns: hereafter wo 
Will put our hand upon the icimitarp 
And in our vengeaneo desolate their tTealrn.**’ 

All men of name throughout the earth invoked 
Their btcBamgs on him wkh one vcico, and said 
" Thy glorious grandBira, 0 benignant Shah 1 
Taught thee the conduct of tho throne and crown. 
Be over thine the throtie of mighty men,. 

The crown and archtmagea' Grace. Our hearts 
Obey thy word, our souls are pledged to thee." 

Thereat ro&a S&m, the chief of paladins. 

And said to Mlniichihr; "'O judge moBt just I 
I from tho £^h4hs have gotten eyes to boo. 

And see thee just: tny part is to applaud. 
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StAh of itm art tbmi by long detw>ciiL— 

1'bo ohoison of the Lions and tbe brave. 

May f Jod watch o‘bt thy bixiy and thy spnf 
Thy heart be gbd, Thy fortune eluinber mL 
Thou uklndoit me of deye of yore an d art 
My plttCT of fibelter at tha royal throne. 

Thou art a lion stcadfafit in the %ht, 

Tlion art a mn resplendont in. the feast 
Be Lime and earth the duRt upon thy feet, 

Thy pkoe upon the turquoiae throne- Smea thou 
Hast cleansed earth i^dth thine Indian Haitnitar 
Sit at thine oaBo and take thy pletismie bofei. 
Henceforward all the warfare ia for ns; 

Thine are the throne, the wine^enp. luid the bati(|unt. 
The fathers of my race worn palailtns— 

The shelter of tba Shahs and of the great— 

And from Gar^hiiap to famoue Nariman 

Wore diiedi and swordatuen. 1 will compasa iwtb 

And put a scantUng of ihy foes tn boods^ 

Thy grandsiie made me paladin, thy lovo 
And counsel made me wise," 

The SbAh relumed 
Hifl praise^ bestowing maoy a kingly 
And then SAm with the patadini withdrew 
And flo deparled on his hameward wiiy. 

While all the a^otld conformed to rlghtoous sway* 


The n;nh 0 / m 

Now win I faflhion fteni the legend-store 
A tale of wonder &om the days of ynref 
Give me thine oar, mj sen [ and Jeam froin mo 
How Sim beemno tbo sport of di^stiny. 







14^5 THE SHAHnAHA of FIRDAUsi 

Nciw Sdiii was ahildlefia and in tbat regard 
In need of eolfice. One ntaoEig his wiveB— 

A Bcftiily rofly-cheekecl wiLh miijiky hnhr — 

GftTG him the hope of offspring, for ihaL Miwn 
Was sun-faced, ripe, and was with child hj him, 

A m l grieTOQsIy she soffured with her bnrdeJL 
When many days had paasod the balni wjjs bum — 

A Beauty like the wurlii-illnining huh, 

And like it too in loFolinuKs of face ; 

Hut all hifi hair wiui white, &£id ainoe 'twaa en 
They kept the thing from Sim for one whole week: 
The women of that fiimous pEilndili 
Wept in the prosenee of the little child» 

But not one dJired to toll the hero S4in 
That hie fair spouse hod borao a hoary baba 
Anon the mfatit^s nurse, with Hon's courage, 

Came imabiiahed before the paliidin, 

Afi one who brought good nows, blessed him and 
said t— 

"^Miiy Sam the lioro's days be fortunate* 

Aiid may his fpenion''a hearts l>e rtwteti out t 
find hath bestowed on thcu what thou didst ask—> 

The Tery gift whereon thy ikml was set i 

Behind thy curtain, seeker after glory 1 

Thy itioon-faced spouse hath borne a stainle^ son, 

A paladin, a ohild of lion-heart* 

A boy of spirit* fashioned of pure silver. 

And with two cheeks that favour Paxndise. 

Thou wilt not see a faulty part in him 
tilxcept this blemish — that his hair is white. 

So hc&ven wiUecl, O seeker aftor glory I 
Content theo imd bo not morose and thankless." 

The horseman Bum desoanded from his throne ^ 

He wont behind the curtain to " Young Spring," 

And saw a goodly boy with hoary bend. 
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None Lftth behold or heard of suoh i hb hsiir 
HcseiTihled anow and yet his cheakB wero ruddy. T. i 
Slim at tlsM Bight deKpttirod. Gmat was his fear 
Of oornmg shame; bo left the path of wisdom 
For €uiirse£ of \i\s own ^ loohad tip to hiiavoii 
And prayotl to lie forgli'on his offence* 

" 0 llion," ho said^ ^abovo all harm and lossl 
Good ever aometh of Thine ordimmee. 
if I have mimed by any giiovnua mn^ 

Or yielded to the faith of Ahnimui, 

Oh ] may the AlmighLy heELrkm to tny prayer 
And in His secret ceunRels pardon ma. 

My troubled miiid b writhing for sheer ahanie^ 

The hot hlofid is a^tinglc in my veins 
For tbii brat Ilka a brat of Ahrimaiik 
With dark eyes and with hair like jessamino. 

When any nobles dome to speak with me, 

And Bet Ihoir eyes en this Ui-oinDned cub, 

What shall I say that thhi div's bantling is— 

A fay of leopard with its spots f The great 
Will laugh at me in pubHe mid In private 
Till shaitie shall make me curse and quit frim" 

He spake In wnitb wiili frowns and ratted at 
fortune, 

Then bade some take the child and carry it 
ileyaud those Helds and fells and far sway* 

There was a certain uiountain mnned Alburx 
Nigh to tho sun and far reniovecl from men. 

Whore tho Sfmurgb had neslod, for the plaao 

Was uninhiibitetL Thoy left the tihilfl 

Upon the mountain and retumetL Time passed, 

While for no fault the infant paladin. 

Unable to distiD|i^ish biank from 

Was liu toast from his fatber's love^ bnt He, 

Who fostoroth all, took up tho castaway. 
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I^QCo whan [hp Jioueas'hor cub lud fed, 

’ If I aliould give tboo iiiy heart’s blotid," ahe iu»h!, 

“ I should not hiok fnr tlumkR. I liva in tliecj 
My lieurt would break if tboii ahouidst break with nW 
Throughotit thfl expuoBc of eikrlb tho beuata wo tind 
More tondar to their young thau aro mankind- 

'Tho babe rarnamed wboro thrown, oiposed both day 
jVnd night. Ha suckiod his iingcr-enJs imij wailed- 
Now when tlie young Slojurgbs grow rareneiiui 
The mother, soaring o’er her neat, belidd 
Eiirth Liko a heaTlng ueu, and wailing tliore 
A child rook-enidled with tho dnat fur Gunte, 

His body liaro, Ids lips imwet with milk. 

The duct drear soil a1«ul hitn and abm 
The ntxinday sun. Would that he had had pards 
Tor dam and sire, ho hod at least l>eon shad^ t 
'rhe Lord gave loving instincts to that fowl. 

Which thought not to devour tho child hojseir. 

But swooped down frani the clouds and with her 
talons 

Took up the infant from the healed tooks. 

Then bare lum quickly off to Mount Aihurz, 

Where wore her nest and young, for them to tear 
Kegordless of hia cries; but God, who giveth 
All giTOil, had ruth on him, his lot was other; 

V. 1J5 For when the fowl and oil her brood beheld 
That infant, who wna weeping tears of blood, 

'They laviuhod lovo era hJm in wondrous wise. 

Astoniod at tus goodly face. Tlio bird 
Chose for him all tho tendcrcet prey, and inadti 
Her little guest suck blood instead of milk- 
Long was ho lost to sight; but when he came 
To man’s estate a caravan passed by 
And saw one like a nobln cypress-tree, 
tlis breast a eilvor mount, his waist a reed, 



And rutupnr of him for ndtber good 

Xor bt\il rtfmaijiGth tid; m Sdm in. duo 
Hf'^UNl of tbEt bigh-^At>ArrGd youth of Gmoo diviQO. 


UtfiP St'm a DrmtJi fvtLcM?tff fhr t^f hi* fkm 

CJne night when Sum wtis flleeping, nitkEU^d in tieikMi 
And ovomdiolmed hy that which Lime Inwl wrougbt, 

Ho drc-muLHl that from the Inqd of liid iboro C4iiijo 
A nobis ridor on mi Arab steed 
ApaoOp and gave iiim glad nows of bk eon^—- 
That liifty bough of hbs of fruitful promiiio. 

WIioii bo awoke bs called the aruhimagcep 
Conversed with them at largo, told tbeiii biR dreaiii 
Ami of the gossip of tho oamriuiB: 

** What flay ye/' said he; ** loucliing tbht nffiiir ^ 

Is it a fair presumption to your miods 
That this child liveth^ or hath winter^ oold 
Or EUUimor^fi heat destroyt^ him I" 

Old and young v. jjii 
There present answered tliua the paladin:— 
tngrutes to GcmI exporionoo g<«xl in naught ; 

For pard]i and Iiohb on the sands and rocks, 

And boh and crixrodilos in waterwftya, 

AU cherish Lbeir uwu little nnea and give 
iJod thanks ; bilt thou didst break the coTonant 
With Him who givsth good, and cast away 
An innocent because of hie wldui huir, 

Whiah shamoth not a body pure and brigbL 
Say not, ^The child is iloo^* bit gird thyself 
And ever perse vorc m ejuost of him, 

Sinue Cine wtium God roganloth will not die 
Of hoiU or coii And now in penltoneo 
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InL'line to Him—tho Author of nJl ^[ood, 

Tbo Guido." 

So next day mud in sore dmli^ 

Sam wont to Mounts Albur^ and when sight oamu 
Slept ill Ah ease. He saw a standard raised 
AboTo tho Indian tuniintalna. and a youth 
Of lrf>autooiiH Tisago with a mighty host. 

Upon bis left an anxbniagei, on hia right 
A aago of noble AspeeL Of these twain 
One came to Sdxii and said in chilling tones r— 

** Aiidneious man and impioua in thine aims I 
Ifi there no fear of God boforo thine eyes I 
If to thy mind a bird ja aiirfio enough 
WTiat bwtelh it to be a paladin f 
If white hair be a blemiah in a man 
Thy beard and hood have grown like willow-teavoa I 
V, Ij 7 God giiTO then such and suoh things * why Imst thou 
By thine injuatioe frustmtftj i he gift ? 

Abhor thy Maker then, for day by day 
Thy Ixxiy uliangeth hue. Thatj dbliit clespko 
Thy anrip who bi the foeterling of God — 

The kindliest Nurse for Limi. Ab for thygelfp 
Jkivo is not in thee^" 

Sdm roared out in sleep 
As w^ioiL a mighty lion Is ensnared ; 

He feared that dream prionded ehastisement 
From destiny. Arousedp ho called to him 
Tho men of lore and bade the ohiofk to horse. 

Ho came in hastn toward the inuunloln-peak 
To flook his cftstawny^ and there beheld 
A height whoac top was midst the Pleiadefl^ 

TUon wouldsl have said i ''It wUl obstruct the 
Stara*^' , 

Lf pn tho top waa built a lofty nml, 

Whero Satnm's iniluence could not injure it [ 



Tull pcKHtg of ebony and Sirndd^wood 
Lo^ed with lign-aloo stajod il unilumofttk 
Sim giLS^d ill u^Dudor on that stony peak, 

On thikt mcyestio biid and weird abode. 

The btiilditig roAcked to Rpica^and vaa ralBed 
WitliouL lmnd-laboiir« with no stouee and earth. 

A youth atiHid tliore—the oounteTpiarl of 
Wbo watched him m he walked about the ncitp 
Tben laid hia cheeks upon the ground ^ imd gave 
'ilianks to tho Maker, in that Hu knd m^ido 
Sutih bird upon tke moiititani, and IjmI raided 
Its stony summit to the Fklades, 

Acknowledging: “ Ho ii a rightouus Judgo, 

All powerful and higher than the high." 

He sought to hiid a pjiLh or smy iniek 
Wherehy the vrild beants scaled the prueipioa j 
And walked around hho mountain giving tJumkii^ 

But law no way to elimb jl, He exclaimed 

D Thou above all places o'er sun and moon 
And shining rainbow I I prostrate inyacU 
Before Thoe. pouring out my soul in awcL 
If this youth spriugeth from my loins indeorl. 

Not from tbo seed of evil Ahrui^aup 
Assist tby sorvant to aseend this height 
And show me merey, sinful as I am.'' 

Thus prayed ho to the J ust: his pray or was grsntech 
Wiion the Simurgh looked from the height and saw 
S;iin with lUA company! ahe know that tbey 
Camn nut for love of her bnt for the youth, 

To whom she sidd: Thou who hast se^ the imeasc 
Of nide and nc^t I 1 am the only nurse 
That lbstdzred,thee, tbu Eouree of all thy wcid. 

And gave to thee the name 

Becauso thj sir^ dealt with thee treacherously; 

' lit. *’ muob d4L[rtlldr(l,'' In iIIiipEiM] tv tiEaCuuiu) oi bii .m. 
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Comtnatid thy vuEjmt to c^ull 190 

When thou roEurnefit home. Thy sire is Sjim, 

Thn hero, piiloritn of peiladins, 

And moat exulted uf the mighty mem 
He liuLh oarno hither seorohizig fqr his mm. 

And with him high huth come to thee. 

N'ow must I take thoo up anil bear thee back 
Unecathod to him."' 

He liBteued while she spake, 
Hifi eyew were tilled with toarsf, hm heart waa sad. 
Thoixgh he hud Men no mjui^ still ho had leariied 
Of her to speak m accents like her own* 

With much of wisdom und of ancient lore; 

Thus hEld ho lunguagp, wisdom, and right redo^ 
And lookod Lo God for suceonr. Xow observe 
Hts answer to the fowl: “ Haist tliou in truth 
liecomo awoary of my compoiij ? 

Thy nest ia tin to mo a shilling L lirone, 

Tliy pinionfl ute my glorjous dhudenn^ 

And next to God I owe my thanks to thee, 

For thou hiifit turned my hardship into ease/' 

The bird replied: ^If once thou dmt behold 
The crown, tlie thronOj and doinga of tJio court, 
This nefit will Mem to thee of E-mail account. 

Make but one trial of the ways of fate, 

I do not BCnd thee henco in enmity; 

1 pass thee to u kiugGhip* I would fain 
Have kept iboohere with me, but for thyacir 
To go is better. Bear this plume of mine 
About with thee and so abide bonemth 
The shadow of my Grace. Heneeforlb if men 
Sluill hurt or, right or wrongs exebim against thtiO, 
Then bum the feather and behold my might. 

For I huTO cherished theo heneuth mj plumes 
And brought thoe up mi long my little ones. 
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Xow liko n black ctuud ttiU 1 bear th.ee off 
And carry thee to yondor fpot lUjiiynmL 
Let not thy heart forget to love thy mirse. 

For miQO ia breAkjj:ig through my love of 
She thii-s? eooaoled his heart, then took him up^ 

Boro him with atately molion to the clouda. 

And awoopijig dow?) conveyed him to hia arre. 

The yoiath had hair desoeniiiiig to bia broaHt, 

All clephimtino form and eheeka like Espring. 

HIh father gteeing him groaned bitterly^ 

Then quickly did obeiaance to the bird^ 

And offered ihanks and praL^ o^er and o^er. 

0 {]uoen of blni&j'’'' ho aaicL ^ ^ho righteotia -fudge 
(lavG thee thy poiver and might and excellence, 

Tiiat thou ahotildat he the helper of the helpless. 

And in thy goudne^ j iiatest of tho Juat, 

Mji.y'st thou for over mnka thy foes to grieve 
And always be as niighly as thou *rt.^ 

With that tho bird, watched by the eyes of Silni 
And oil hifl company, soared motmtamwaitL 
He gating on the youth from head to foot 
Adjudged him Ht for crown and throne ; he hud 
A lion's breast and Imitis, a suxitike face, V. e-id 

The heart of paladins, a hand to seek 
The scimitar, white lashes but with eyes 
Piteh-colourod, coral tips and blood-red cheeks. 

Except his hair there wiis no fault at aU; 

None could discern in him another Jlaa^, 

Slimes heart becamo liko Paradise: be blessed 
His stoinloss chDd» ^ Have no hard thoughts," ho * 
said, 

” Forget the past and warm thy heart with love 
Toward me—the mefinct^t of the slav&i uf GoA 
Henceforth sinco 1 have thee I swear by Him 
1 will not fail in gentloness to tboot 
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But will fulHl thy iriiibefi good oud bitd « 

Hcnc^^rorth thy will ahall b» uiy rule of rigkt,'^ 
dolhed thu young mim like ii pahcliii 
Anri turned U> leeTe the niounLain: liayiog rcbi!iehed 
The plt4ii:i lie chtim a obtirger for his aon, 

Afl veil as Tojftl robos for imn to wear. 

And gave tu liim the nnuie nf 

't'hough Cho 8hnurgh (stilled him at drat DaaLnu. 

Then all ihe utKips with gladness in tlioir hearts 
Sought Satn. The drsTnuiora loti on ideptaiuiiB^ 

And dust rose like a moiin|^ of indigo^ 

There was a sound of dmtus and cLiriciiis, 

Of golden gungi* and Indian bells, while all 
The honomen ^hautecL Thus they jonruejed homo 
Until all joyfully they pasj^ed within 
The eityj greater by one paladin. 


u 

JItfiP ^Uiatirhtlir fw>i’ of thit f*/ 

Sdm nml Zdl 

Sikni hath returned in triumph from Albural'' 
Sunh tidings from Ziibul eaiuo to the ShAfa, 
Whr> joyed exceodiagly: the Maker's name 
Waa often on hii lip* He had two sons. 

Both well beloved, one higlit NaudEir^ the other 
Zaro&p, both brave and vise, and both endowed 
With Ci-mcB and Faiths both like Azoigosbosp 
Upon the plain. He said: *■ Lei famed Nainlar 
Go with despatch to SAm and look upon 
His ebild that hath been nurtured in a nest. 
Congnitulate him on the Shih^s behalf 
ITfxin the joj' that hath roTooled itself: 


^ /.f- ^ tbe tili3+** M sUuvlaii in hia vblia 
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And bid him come in lo tiie SUili 

To U)li his ulo, and aftorwards depart 
Home like a loyal 

Now when Nandru- 

Keaebed Silto ihe son of Naiim^ln he saw 

The naw young pEdudin. Then S4iii the horMman 

AJighted, and Naudar and h.e embraeoi 

SAm asked abont the Shab and ohioih, Natidnr 

Delivered all thoir grBotiogs. Sam^ on hearing 

The uiosg4iigQi of the grmt king* kissed the groimd, 

iViid hasted as coininaiided to the courts 

When ho drew noar Lhe Shilli went out to meet hiuK 

Sam saw the Hag of Miailehibr, dieuionnted 

And went afoot. He kissed the gronnd and ^oid 

" For ever Utd glad and of ardent soul f ” 

But Mintiehihr bade that true-hearted man. 

I'hat ■ffonhipper of God, to mount again+ 

They wont toward the palace; Mimiehihr 
Sat down with great rejoicing nn the ihione, 

And placed the royal crown upon his head. 

(>li this fiiflfl flat Kdran^ on that side Sim, 

Both gbd and well oontent. Tbo ohiiniberlab 
Approached with stately step and brought in Zii. 

Equipped with golden mace and golden uro™, V. m 

The ShAh nuirkcd with amaze that lofty stature 
And goodly face, the abodOt" as than woultki say, 

“Of life and lovfl.*' He aidd to Sitnr "^SafcguariJ 
him 

For my sake, never give him needlcKia pam^ 

But find thy bappinesa in him alone. 

For he hath royal Grace and Uon'fi otawSp 
The wise man^s heart, the prodonco of the eld. 

Teach him our custonifl both in war and feast i 
Bird» nest , and height ho knowoth;; can he know 
Whnt honour and ooun-usages demand V 
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Thou SAin told all the atory to tbc Shjili 
About the lofty mi)uiii:4iiii and Sitimrjjh, 

And how tliG precious one waa lodged und nurtured 
Within the nost tiU he could feed KimwAlf j 
Told whtrofore be bad CMt the child away, 

And £ftid tbiiH: ** Heaivnn revolved above my heaiE 
For uianj years; the world at length was tilled 
With fttriinpo reports of Zat and the Sfmurgh* 
CoiniiiELnded by the Lord of all the >vorld 
I wenir to Mount Albutifi—no easy place— 

^Vnd «aw a moimtuLn-peftk among the eloods: 

Thou wouldst have said; * It js a dome of dint 
lJp4m a scar The neat lilto soujo ull palace 
^Va3 there, well fenced from haruj on ©veiy Bide, 
With ZikI and with the young of the S^iujurgh 
VVithiu its thou hadet said z —’ They art! one hrowl.* 
Uifl breath eilialetl the vety ueent of love, 

And evoiy thought of him rejoicK^d my boarti 
. J 4 ^ Oft ran I round the Moimt but path was none ; 

A yearning for tuj non tauje to me; 

My heart burned so Lhat life was wdbnigh gone, 

I prayed in saeret to the holy Judge;— 

* Jtci&Diirco of men, without a want Thyaelf [ 

Thy witness doth extend to every place, 

And heaven tunioth only at Thy word, 

A slave ami, whoso heart is full of sin 
Before the ^[aater of tho sun and moon; 

My hope is in Thy mercy—that alutie i 
I hnvi;] no other ground of confidence. 

This slave of Thine—tho fostered of the fowl— 
Brought up in tnisery and wretehtiidness. 

Who hath hut skins Lo wear instead of silk 

And siicketh raw Qosh, not his mothers breast_ 

Eesture to lue I Disclogo for me a way 
To him aud out this present trouble short. 
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Senf not my s-oul for my defoot In lovo; 

Oh f pnloii mo this onoe atid cheor loy hefirt* 
When 1 hud spoken ilniB, tbo Lord Touch^kfed 
To grant my prayor iinmodiatoly ; the bird 
Flo w ap+ and si: 3 armg to the dotidii wheeled rotind 
AboTo the heaii of mo thu infidel ; 

ITimi from the mountein like a ijoud in Hpring 
Caciio with the form of Zail oksped to her breioit. 
And odonrti tbiit fulfilled tbo world with muF^k* 
Mine ej^ w'ore teatless, and my lips wote liry* 

T feared Lhs bird mnl ycarood upon mj boh. 

So tJmi my wita departed clean away^ 

She brought bifo mo like tho kindliest niir.^% 
Whereat my tongue began to titter praise^ 
jVnd Htmnge I I oboisctneo to the fowl 1 
She loft my son and wenip 'twas God'fet dccme, 

And I hiive brought him, lotd of earth I to tbcc^ 
And told what befotaforo was mystery " 


Is 

Iliitp Z4i to ^^dMtdd^ 

like Shah then ordered tbe astrologeni, 

Tho arehmagos and tbe other men of lore, 

To ascertain the boroseope of Zal 
And m forTecaat tbe prince's destiny:— 

What will he be on roaohing man's estate f 
Ye must inform mo as io this at la^e/^ 

They found the horuscopo of Ziil and said; 

" This youth will be a famous paladhip 
A Boblep shrcwdt and valLmt oavalicr*” 

The Shiih rejoiced and SAm's heart ceased from 
Tbe ruler of the earth prepared a gift 
Of such a sort that he was blosaed by all. 

Of Arab stoeds with golden furniture, 
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Of Indiiiu BtiimiLiLn with goldon i^heiitLs^ 

Of furs and gold^ of and brocade. 

Of carpets nUo an abiindatiL 
Of Hiiman slavebcys in brocade of Rum 
Witii jcTToUofl paitemji on a ^Idun grouml^ 

Of bowhi uf umcralii and turquoise cup^ 

Of oi liars of pure iiilver and rod gold 
OoDtaining aoilTOiir niiisk, and camphcF: thosa 
fhe ^rranta brought with suits of mail mid cftsqueHp 
Horse-armour,, taneeSi muccs, bows and arroira, 

A thwiiQ of Lurejuoisa and xt cirDwti of gold, 

A mbjr ignol-riiig and golden girdle. 

Aqijd the monarob bad a patont drawn^ 

Like Paradise—all prmse—^investing SAm 
WLlU Mai of Mind, Danbur, Kabulistiin, 

All frotn the Indus to the aea of Gbfu, 

\\ 145 And from ZAhul up to the stream of Bust, 

Dniwn strictly in accord to precedent 
The patent written and the gifta prepared, 

They ordered out the horaea for that chief 
Of paladinn, who rising spjike and fuiid : — 

” 0 chosen lord of Jiwttco and of right | 

Know that between the Mewm and PLsli no Shrth 
Like thee e'er wore the crown; thy goudnflHs, prudence, 
Beneficence, and rsfle rejoice the age. 

In thine ejes all the world's wealth hi dosplsot] t 
if ay men remomber no orLO^R name but thino,^^ 

He then adv^anoed and kisaed the throne. 

They baunil 

The kettledrums upon the ideplumts 
And started for Zabulist^ The towns 
And viUages turned out to gaze. When Hslm 
Approached Nimni^ *twas bruited that the prince— 
The lustre of the world—batl come with presen ts, 

A crown of gold, grant, pateot^ and gold jprdle. 
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SiKtiLii tleeked tliroiiij^Iiaut FArndlfia ^ 

It» bricks wore gpld und all ika mH puro muAk. 

Thc-j fiuii^ about dfuunip muBk, drachma and aattroo, 

And mailo a boliday for oU alike. 

Tbo affpiritig chiefe from aD oidei went to SAm, 

And mtid: ^ May tHii youth's i^tepa prove fortunato 

For thee, blithe-hearted, famous paladin P 

And ns they blasified hiin shnwored o^er S^iii 

For Gooh man worthy was u gift prepared, j 

A robe of honour suited to hlfl station 

As bjing oniinent in rank or biu, 

^Vhile Ginulation canjsed all hopes to iKien i 

I 

I 6 

/ftrtf aSiii« j?ure /An A7iii^lc^wi ^ 

Thoreefter Sum set forth before hi^ eon 

The various virtues that ndom a king, I 

And having called the falhors of the raahn Y. 

Harangued them in lict teima at largo, ami said j 
** Yo holy iinrt him agaH, wiSB of h€Hirt I ij 

Our monarch in his wiAdom nrdereth • 

That I should inarch upon Hil^andnnin 
Against the Kargnaan?.' I take with me 
A mighty host; my son—mine own hoort's blood 
iVnd |iart.ner of my Ufo—abideth here. 

I in the duya of youth and arrogance 

Pronanneed a monstrous ftontenoe on the boy* j 

God gave to me a son! I cast him out 
III ignunmoe, not wotliny of his worth. 

Him tho Siiiitirgh, that noble bird, bare off, 

Hiiih too the Maker passed not by in scorn. 

^ Th* or ■ wfld mini. iM ViilMirt-iJiiKli " 


THE SHAHNAmA of FlEDAUSl 


WhiiL I deKpi^cd woH praciariK to the fowl. 

Which reared him till ho fieouiod ix lofty cypresB, 
And when the tiuio for pardon cauie tho Jjf^rd 
Of all tho world—God—^gftvo him hmk to ina. 
H^ard him ua my ropmsentativu;, 

Aj* mim own salf eommittod to your chargo; 

1 leave to you to toach him what k good 
ilnd kindlo oveiy virtue in hm hreaat. 

Hold hhn m honour, givfl him soimii imIvigOp 
I mpart good prinaiples and lofty aims. 

For as the Shiih oomniaiirlcUi 1 depart 
With otliar chiefs agahuit our enomiefi 
He turned to Ziil and KRi<i: Be peacefuK jaHt, 
And liberal, hold Zabulixtiin houie 
And all thitiga them an anlijoot to thy 
1^ thine Ui make the houio more beautiful 
And friends more bappy^ Of my tim^iiEe-boafds 
1 leaYO the key with thee, thy ^ain is weal, 

Thy loss is woe to me. In feast and fight 
lln whatsoe'er thy bright soul holdoth good.^ 

ZiiJ answenxi t Can I live on hero f Tf one 
Was ever bom dofectivo it was I, 

And I have cause to wail. Put me not further 
Than ever from thee now that peace hath oome. 
^Vhilo [ iras ueath Lbe talnns of tho bird« 

Slicked blood and fared in dtist, dwoU in a nest 
And had a fowl for friend, I wm esteetued 
A fowl myself; but she that fostered me 
Is far away. Suoh k fate's fafitertugl 
I liiiva no portion of the rose but thonis 
And must submit. " 

Slim answered: Bo at esse. 
Lot thy heart rest; command whatever thou wilu 
Tho astrologers declare a gruoious purpose 
Concerning thee—that here shall bo thy home 
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With ho»t tttid Wo OADnoL thwart heaYGn'e Vill; 

TLy porLion k to spread around thee love. 

Now ^rather to tiioo cavaliers and aagos. 

Delight in men of wkduui^ Iki and loam 
Fnxn them, be instant both in feast and btmsty* 

And instant too in junttoe and all knowledge/* 

Ho ceoMxl* The dia of tjmbals rose, esirLh turned 
To iron and the ^ to ebony j 
The Indian bells and gongs olnnged at tho pi'^rtal 
As Sdm the chief dopoited to the ^ ar Y. 14s 

With troops equipped end eager. For two at^os 
Zill wont to BOO his father load the hoat, 
lllfl sire tbon clnapul him a1oNely« Itose wild wailing i 
Zitl wept Ills hearths hlood down his chocks, but Stiiu 
Biuie him retiini and go with Iiappy Iioart 
Back to the throne onrl crown; yet ZiU returned 
In grief—a happy life without Ins father! 

He sat upon the famous ivory thronop 
He set the shining crown upon his head. 

Ho toot the armlet and the oxhead tuaae^ 

The golden neckluoe and the golden girdle, 

And called the archinagCB out of eveiy provinee 
In quest of knowledge both of men and thingiL 
Astrologura and men of sonclLty, 

Brave warriors and warlike cavaliers, 

Were with him night and day and oounBcUed hnu 
In eve^ matter, whether groat or smaU. 

He profited] so much that thou hadst said:— 

He j^hincth m a etar ] ** In puiioy 
And understanding he had not a peer, 

HLb horacmanBhip woe famons with the great, 

Folk thronged him in amaBement at his Iteauty, 

And whether near or distant used to think 
The camphor locks of ZiO as black »a ink. 
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//Vrtf Zil ruiimi qf K^fml 

One dfty ZtU set forth on ft royal progreiis 
Y, f4t^ With ehlefi aLfcftohed t» him in rede and Faiih 
T« Tiew Kaibul, Dimbarp Margh, Mai and IncL 
At every iitage he Mt biui up a thfoiio 
Anil cftlleti for wino and harp pnd 
He kvifthed treasuTU and indnlged in pleas uro, 

Ab h the fashion in ihifl Wayside Inn^ 

And reached Kiibnl with glt^noss m his heart. 

Thera wm a certain monarah hight Mihnib, 

A wealthy and suceossful iK>tentftE.e, 

In Blatura like n noble cypreas-trae, 

With chtmka hko springtide and with phensant'i tread; 
He had ft sage's heart, a ruler^s bf^, 

A wanior^B shoulders and ftrchiimgo*a sense, 
iDcscended from Zahhak, he ndud Kjlbuh 
But having not the power to fight with Sara 
Paid yearly tribute* Hearing that S(im*a son 
Hftcl come, he left Ejibul at dawn with treaaurep 
With steeds caparisoned, slave-lwyH, dlmirs, 

Musk, mbisfip spicery* brocnde of giddp 
Silks, beavcr^skins, a royal jewelled crown 
And golden tortjne with emerald omamenta* 

Ho toot the chiefs and army of Kabul 
As ^cort* Tiilings reached the son of Sam :— 

" The atatflly chief U coming in Ha state,** 

Zttl went LD meet and greet him conrteoiisly 
■ WTth e very honottr due. In merry mood 
They carao together to the turquoiHa throne: 

A table £t for paladins was spread 

And all sat down wlih glminess to the feast. 
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Tlioro^ tvhilo cup'boftrers hiuided tiup* iind wintr, 

Milimb observeiJ tbe aon of Sdni^ on whom 
He jojod to gazo, and whom he longed to soitg. 

Zid'a wit nml prtidenoe in tide Mibnib ^^chlm V* i^o 
^ His motliGr ia iirmiartid V' 

WHicn hlihrikb 

Rose from the board, Zai marked hie uden end limha. 

And Baild before the cldafa: “ Who girdeth him 
More gmccftilly I Who bath snch mien imd carriage ? 

Men would pronannee hTin tualehloBa in the fighL’^ 

One of the noble chioftains swd to — 

Ho hath n daughter in his house whose face 
Is fairer than the sun, liko ivory 
From hoaci lo foQt, with ehe&kg liko Pftradko^ 

And as a teak in heighL Two ntiiakj ringletB 
Fall o'er her sUvorii neek, the etidjs uf them 
Wi>uld serve for ankle-rings. Her eheoks are like 
Pomcgnmate'blnssotiis, she hath cherry lips. 

Her silvern breasU bear two pomegranate-grains^ 

Her eyaa are twin nareisfii in a garden^ 

Their lashes blackness rapt fram raven'a plumes^ 

Her brows ate like two bows made at Tanii, 

Whipped with the puraflC musk. If thou wouldst seek 
A moon, there is her face; if LhoU woulckt Koenl 
The musk, Lhero is her hair. Freni head to foot 
Sho is as Paradise—all iimsic, eharin^ 

Ami beauty/" 

Tiiis raised tumult in the heart 
Of Ztd, imd real and reason fled from him \ 

Ho thought I ** There ia no duubt that ihis fair maid 
Ij 3 like the sun and moon, for sin^^ the sire 
Ib eomedy alJll^ how fair the ehitd must bo T" 

Xight como; Ztil sat in sad and amiutia thought, v* rj? 
Oonoomed for her whom ho hat! never fieen. 

But when the sun's rays struck tho mounlam-tope 
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And mmb the ttotIiI wliito crystjil lie gaTe audictnca, 

And warriors witli their goldao a^iabhards ojtmo 
To grticje the porLftI of tlie pabdiri^ 

As thciie great nieji were calUng for their 

Mihnih, tho ruler of Kslhnl, approflehed ' 

Tho Lent of Zalj the rolor of ^ibiiL . I 

When he arrived the won! waa: Clear the wayn"' 

Fresh in hk kmuty as a ladon (riiit-tree 

He oiLnit to Zal, who welcomed him with joy* 4 

Gave him the chiefest room imd euicI: K^Minest 
Whateor thou wilt—throne, aignel, flwoni or crowdL"^ 

Mihrib repliedt “Exalted, otmt|uemig king, . 

Whose wore! m law 1 But one desire have I, | 

And that an eawy 000 for ihoe to grant— 

That Lhou bo pleased to viait mo and make 

My soul bright os tho sum" ^ 

Zail said: *^Xot Eo: 

Thy palftoa k not one that I may visits 

For Slim would not approveK would tho Shah, 

Of iiB for drinking wine and gotting drunk 1 

With idol-worship pars. Save this request | 

Wfi grant thee all and joy to sea ihy face-" | 

On hearing this Mihnib did revercucB, g 

But in his heart e ailed Zat an inUdol, ^ 

Then strode forth blessing mueh the son of Sam, ^ 

Who m La went praised him as he deserved 
v_ iji Now no ono hitherto had notiiied him. 

For all had thought him an outlandiBh dfv^ ^ 

And fiinfio hLs Faith and manners were uot theirs 

Refrained from prsufling him j but when Zill spake ^ 

Hift admiration with such warmth^ tho courtiers 

Began to prahia him too, his mien, his ataturc\ i 

llii pulLshKl nianuens taet and courtesy^ 4 

While m for Zol hk heart wont olean distraughl, 

His wiHdom fled a£ar and love waa lord 


J 
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An ^Vrub cliiijf oncQ ^ikid La thiB :— 

" A liuree shall while 1 live my oouimile bo, 

The vault circling hGavnii sliiill siiulter ma; 

I want no bride to make me delicate^ 

And oaiiKe the wise to mock at mine tstatn.'* 

ZA\, who wm strickca to the henrt by care, 

Kept btoodiog o'er the m at ter. Boroly paiucit 
For fear Lefit ^cnntlal migbi roi^uU and dim 
Hip glory. Thus heaTcn oft revolved above, 

And all tbo wbilo Ms heart wiis full of bm 

IIoiP i^)k Colingei with ftir DaingeU 

Tt came to poi^ that aL the dawn one day 
Milmib walked stately from the audience-chamber. 

Anti going toward his womeu^s bower beheld 
Two Sims within tho hnll; ono was Riidilba, 

The fair of face, the othor waa Sindukht, 

Tha prudent and devoted; both were decked 
Like garths in spring—all Oolaur, scout, aud grace. 

Ho gassed upon Kiiddba wondcringly. 

Invoking blessings on hoti In his eyes 

She aeemGd a cypress neath the orbed moon, V. iji 

Encrownoti with aniborgria, decked with brocade 

And gem IS—a very Paradise of wesilth ] 

Sintinkht, wliosio FroiJfls dLeplaycd ber fpearly teeth, 

BotwEjcn her jujube lips asked of Mihnib:— 

How did thy visit prosper t May the hand 
Of dl bo fur from thoe I What is ho like— 

Ss«u*s hoary son ? Whnt h ho suitefil 
A nest or throne I Doth ho behave as mtm. 

And walk in chieftains' steps ? '* 

Mihnib ropUod 

0 rair-faeed CypresB with the silvern breast t 
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Of oil tho wnrrior-pftliidiiifl of 4;arth 

Jfot OTio can tTcnd hU steps j there iis no portrait 

Inside our haUs with suoh a bridla-haiul, 

Or such anulher cavalier on borsebaak. 

Ha is in heart a lion and in Rtrenptb 
An elephant: Ins hands are Hta tho Nile. 

When be i» on tho throne he scivtUiToth gold, 
WIidh ho U in tho fray hu scattcinth hoada. 

Ills ehcek is ruddy as tho oerciS’blootu; 

Shrewd, young in yuara and fortune too is ho. 

In battle like thi- baleful eroeodila. 

On horBcbaok like a dragon with sharp abiwa 
He layeth in tho fight the dnut with blwd 
And broDdishctb his falchion of hlue-stcel. 

He hath this one dofeet—bis Initr is white; 
Fault-findoEs find in him no other fault; 

Yet ibis white hair of his heeoiiieth him. 

And thou wouldst say: ‘He fasoinateth hearts.'" 

On bearing this Rhdilba blushed, with cheeks 
Red aa prjmcgrenata-blossionia, while her heart 
Heeauje fultiUwl with hra for love of ZAlr 
She could not eat or rest in peace | a change 
Came in her diitposition. and denieanoiir. 

For passion had tisurped tho place of wisdoni. 

How goodly wore the teacher’s words j " Douy 
All talk of men when there are women by; 

The heart of woinan is the Hfv'e abode. 

If thou fiviggestcst sho will find the road. 

Riidiiba had five Turkman waiting-maids. 

Five faithful Blaves, all girls of prudent min.k; 
To them aho said; “ 1 have a secret for yen, 
Since ikll of you are in my coufidfloco. 

Attend ujwn me. aud dispel my crarea; 

Knew then, all five of you, and understand. 

And luck go with you all your yeara, that 1— 
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I aiTi ID Idv 6, and Uko a facing lea 
WTiuftt) billows surga to beaTBii 1 31mo ardent heart 
Is full of bvo for Zul. and in my sleep 
I eannot tear my thoughts from him. His love 
PoflsosBcLb tno. heart, mind, and witaj I muse 
Upon his features day and night; and now 
aieans must bo found to free me from my woo. 

None tiiowotli of my seorot but yourselves, 

For ye are good and love me.'' 

Then the slaves 

Thought in amoxe; “ The princess doth amiss I ” 

Rose at her like so many Aliriroana 
And said: " O crown of ladies in the world ’ 

O daughter euiinent amang the mighty. 

Admired froui HindusLin to Chin, and like 
A shining signet in the women's bower! 

Ko nypiBsa in the garden equolleth 

Thy height? thy ehceks outshine the Pleiaties. 

Thy portrait hath been sent out to Kimouj, 

To Moi and to the moooroh of the West. 

Hath niodi,iBty departed from thine eyes 

And all consideration for thy sire 

That thou shonldat long to claap Upon thy hoaom 

One whoso own father hath rujeoted him— 

'One fusmred on a mountain by a fowl— 

A epoctttclQ for all the folk I Ko inother 
Excepting hie hath borne an agid babe. 

Such otfspring is ignoble. StroijgB indeed 
For two such caral lips and musky hair 
To seek a dotard I Why, all folk love thoo ■, 

Thy portrait is in all their palaces ; 

Thy stature, face, and hair are such that Sol 
Would come from his fourth hoaviiQ to be thy spouse I 
Rudaba heard, her heart flared up liko fire 
Before a blast of oir, Sbe shrieked at them, 
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AVitli frowns Llntt shot ber oyea, cjsclaimmHT: ‘‘ JkAi * 
Yo strive in va^in: it bootelh nol to beAT. 

, If to mmo star I k^st my lieiirt, could I 
Find noy sstiAraatioii in iho moon? 

Cby-cstors do not gi™ upon tlie rose 
Althaugb th« roso is bolt^jr ihm tlio clay^ 

If vinegHT win euw a bndys U^er, 

Then honey will but mAke the anguish worse. 

I wflnt not CH>aaT or Fiighfur of Cbfo* 

Or any of tho princelings of fr.in? 

Ziil, son of Siira, is udl enough for me 
And lion-liko in sboiildeT, neck, and | 

For whether people call him old or young 
To nie be givetb pniico of bouI and mind. 

Talk not of other inon, be bk my boart^ 

Bit as it is by lovo of one whom J 
Huye never seon [ Ii diiwseth by mpart. 

I do not bivo bLa face and bflir but liitii; 

^Tia for his merits that 1 seek Ms love; * 

The filavcs* on hearing her distracted ifoicOp 
And having learntjd bur secretp cried: Tby slaveK 
\\ Esti Are wo and serre tbea witb dovotod haarts^ 

CoiDTuand ns 1 Naugbt but good will dome of iC" 
(due said: 0 CypresB-stomI Mt none else know. 

A hundred tbouAiind of ns for thy Ufo I 
ilay all Oroation's wisdom be ihine nidi 
Should {besre be need to Btiidy gramniaryo. 

And ititoh up eyes with artbiGO and spoil 
Then will we fly like an enobautor'a biid. 

Or mn along Uko deor to give thee aid, 

So we may bring this king to tboe onr Moon, 

And lay him at tby feeL” 

Kiidaba smiJed, 

Turned satHower cbeeks toward the slave and said:— 
** If thou eansL compass this tliou wilt have plantijd 



MiNvcnmn 


A tiill ttee beariiif^ nibie^ day bj day 
Wbitih wisdom in iia breast will bL^or AwayJ* 
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Iffftr Utiflabo'M Dimmit NrnI #rf w 

Tlio pJaTOa af osfl and wcnt^ nemiKlilefie 
ThemsolTefl they sought a remedy for ben 
*So dn nnmg raiment of brocade of Riia, 

And twisting roses in their bain they wenn 
The dro of them, toward the ia¥or^;ido, 

Like juound spring—all c&kur wid porftime. 

‘Twos Far ward fn, the first month of the yeajg 
And Ziil's onoanipuiGDt wcla beside the stToam; 

The damsolH woria upon the farther bank. 

Their talk was all of ZaL They gathered ros^ 

Along the rivor-side. Their cheeks were liko 
A roflary^ and rosea fiUed their laps; 

But still they gathered roimiing hero and there, 

Whon they came oppnpite the royal tout 

ZrI, spying them from his high throne, inquirad -w. 

'♦Who are these flower-wotahippem 

One said:— V, tyr 

" The Beauty of feibniiatim har h sent 
Forth from the palace of bright-soulcd Stihnib 
Her voiLing-maidoiia to the rosaiy*^ 

Ziil's heart boat, fast, and being lo^o-distraught 
He walked attended by a aingb slave 
Hositle the etream. Upon the further bank 
He saw the girls, drew himaolf up and bode 
The Turkman alave-lwy bring the bo w; then looked 
For game and lighted on a water-fowl. 

'fhe ruddy Turkman slave-boy strung the bow 
And laid It in the paladin’s loft hand. 

Who flushed the fowl and shot it as it rosa, 
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Blood dyod the wnter. Ziil ssnid: " Go pjijrosn 
And feLoh you crippled biwL'' 

The galhmt Turkman 

Crossed in a boat The slcYc-girk ciucstiuned him 
Aljoiit tlifi pal ftdln: " Thi« Uon-linibed 
And clephantiiic-bodied whttiot— 

Wbo is lio! or wbftt people is he kinj^ ? 

What foe eould coiititor hhn f We nevtir sew 
A finer catalier or boLtur shot^" 

The pretty fllaye-Lioy bit bis lip and eaid:— 

" Speak not ro of the kiog^ The son of Sdin 
Is uionarcb of Nfmruz, and otber kinga 
Call him ' DastinJ The sky reYolveth not 
O'er cavalier like bira^ nor vill time ace 
HLs peer/* 

*1110 damfwis laugbetl and answered ihuK 
Tho moan-faeod boy: Say not such ihingH boOflOso 
V. isB Mlhnib ha 4 Ji now a Moon witbin hi& palace, 

Who U a wbok head taller than thy king, 

A teak in stature, ivoiy in hno, 

Crowned with a orown of moak, a thing diTtne. 

Her eyes nre ponsivc and her eyebrnwrt arched; 

Their column is a silvesim reed. Her month 
Is tinmiw ns the heart of one forlorn ^ 

Her tresses* ends are soiled like anklo-rings, 

Her wltahing eyes ore full of dreamy hght^ 

Her cheeke are tulip-liko in hue^ her locks 
Like mnak; her sonl is breathing tlireugh her lips, 

A txiatehle&s Moon is she 1 from Kabul 
Apprt»aoh the monarob of Zabul in atate^ 

And ’tifl our policy to mtrodoco 
Our lady’s mby hps to those of ZaL 
Which is but well and Becmly^ for sha is 
Of ctjunl ronk.*^ 


On hearing this the slnre-boy 






FluBhftl mby-Iiko* I'hd San should TTisd tk® Mckih,’^ 

Ila BfliJ. “ Whcne^ur tho world would miiko a nmtqL 
The bcarU of all qojn? 0 rtiod find room for 
And wJj&n tbo world would oauso a sc^emuco 

IL parteLh mate from mala without a word. 

Love's bond ir hidtlan. but Ita rupture BaoTi. 

Aud bdth are tsommorL BtiU thfl bauhalor 
Eujoyoth poaeo nt bciui', ivad amaelie hath 
No daugUtert will not hear reproachful wofdt 
Once sold the mdc hawk to liifi brooding mato:— 

• If hen'birds ouly from these agga thou bring 
Thou makest of tho sire a BoalesB thing,'" 

Now when the laughing slove-boy had returutwl V. J 5 >} 
Zrtl aatad; " What was it that they aaid to thee 
To innko thee laugh and show thy ailvem teeth I'* 

Ho told ihe paladin, whose heart grew young 
With joy. Hu bade tho inoon-focod youth: " ftetum 
And si»y thus to yon damsels: ' Stay owhilo 
Among the toaeB; yo parchanoo may take 
Some gems «s well as from the garden. 

So go nut till ye hour from me.'" 

Ho took 

Gold, jowehy, and dnehms. with five rich pieces 
Of gold brocade aud bade his alaws t " CotiTey them 
To yonder girls, tell none and be not seen. 

They took tho troasuTes with an ardent mbssaage 
And gave thorn to the daniBols in Zal’s noma 
Tlujn sniii one damsel to tho moon faced page:— 

A matter iici^r can bo kept concealed 
Unless it be confined to only twoj 
Three are no casket, four are all the world. 

So say to him, shrowd, tnwty Iwy: * If 
Host ficeret things to say idl oa in petison. 

Budiiba's damsela said to one lUioLhor:— 

" Tbe Lion hath been taken in the toils. 
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Thfl wishen of Riidiibtt wiii of Ziit 
Hftyq been fnWiled, and tujitters promise 
The blftck-eyed youLh, who brought the mmiarch'fl 
gifU 

Anti acted for him^ wont imd told his ohiof 
In aeoret wdnt Lhoeo chamiiOR dainscls snidf 
V. liio Zill wonU Th&sa rosy IdolH of Tarjiz 

Urew near nntl did oboisanoe* Be inqtiinHi 
About that Cypreas-ateiUr her mien and looks, 

Her speech p her wbdomp jmd her rede^ i«> Boa 
If she were wortliy of hiiiL ** Speakp^ lifs Haiti, 

’ Without iittempting to provimujite. 

If je Bpoak truth it will adyjmtagc yuu^ 

But if I think that ye impose upon me 
All elephant shall troniplo you to deaths 
With eheoks that had become like sandarae 
The sliiV-9-girls kis^l the gruund before tho chiefs 
And one of iliom—the yomigoEt of the t^oopp 
A girl of tenderness and ready Bpeeub, 

^^pako thus to 2 il i Among the mighty none 

Hath e'er hmn bom of woman in this world 1 

’Who eould eompflro with Sfim in lookis and stature, J 

In piiritjp in aeumge, and knowledge j , A 

Or yet with thw, thou valiant eavaberp 

Of lofty Ijearing and of liondimbs! 

(>r with Kiidiiba in her byelinessp 
A Hilvorn Cypr^sB- ceionred anii perfumed^ 

fyompact from head to fcnjt of rosa and jasiriinoj f 

While over it Canopue of Yaman 

Ifl flhining. One would say: ^ Her face die till eth tl 

" AVino, and her lueka are scents*' InBidionfl las&ts || 

Fall from her bead, that cupola of ailver, 
i) or clieoks of roses to the very ground. 

Her head is all a-twine with ambargriji 
And musk, her person all a-shine with Jewels, 




Her locki^ and ringlets am like musky luait 
Whore ^ thtire ib link on link* as nuo fifty* 

Thou irilt not fiee in {Thin bo fair an Idol! 

The moon imd Pleiades bow down to hoTi" 

The chief on fire rejoined in Bugarod tones:— 
♦'Sfly, if t hou knowBt, how I mny appmaeh her. 

1 loi^e bofn heart imd fianl, and long to see 
Her fiuie,’* 

IShfl anfiwtredl "We, if thou Hhalt bid 
Will biiste bftck to the pnlaeB of our Cypress, 

And then beguile her, telling oil we can 
About the chief of pdodins, his pnidenee. 

His looks, his oonvereo, and his ardent soul, 

And 'tis an honest work- Wo will ensnare 
Her musky head and bring her Ups to Ziirs. 

The palndin, u lasso in hia hand. 

May haply fitroU towBrd our sLatoly bn me 
And fling the nouae around n piiiniicle- 
The Lion will rejoice to hunt the Lamb, 

Then gkife thy flU on her, Hur talk shall he 
ITio earnest of for more feliaity.^ ^ 
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TTifl girlfl departed, and 2al thought the night 
A year. Meanwhile they rcoehed the paboe-gftte, 
Each with two sprap of rosefl, where tbo ^rter. 
On efttchiog sight of thorn, prepared to chide, 

And spftko with stomnefis^ hardening his heart:— 
A nice tiino this to bo beyond the gates I 
1 nuLTVGl at your gadding so about.*" 

The Idols, when thoyfound a word to Bay* 

Flew out ut him in their cmbamvaisuienL:— 
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** This dny is jml Uk& any other one; 

Thero is no foul dir in the roiiarj. 

Tis spring. We gatbor ro^ea in the gaitlon, 

Aod spikes of hjaeinth upon the ground. 

Mopit-fooed lldeMliA bade, and so wo went 
Hence after roses out of loro for her; 

Then whereforo spejik to ua m such a tone 
Fur plucking lliem ? ^ 

** Bill thb is not the tlmOp^ 

He aaitl, *"for pranks like these; for ^jear in mind 
That Zal the chieftnin novr m at Kabul: 

Hie land ia covered with his tents and troops. 

Do yo not see Mihrab at early dawn 

Go from his polaoe-gate and mount his steed f 

Why, evflr3" day he goeth to and fro 

Now ho and Ziil have eomo to be inich friends^ 

And if ho saw you oarrylng your roses 
Would have you down upon the grfsund forthwith. 
Quit not the Haram more^ snd would Co God 
Thnt nothing great or smal] may coine of Lhifl." * 

They went within told the Moon in private 
“ We n0*er aaw Sun like this with ruddy oheeks 
And hair all wbiLo," 

Kiidalia's heart inflamed 
Tn expeutatjon of beholding Zah 
Tlicy laid hU jewels and Hfniirs l:)efore hor^ 

While she minutely questioned them: How found ye 
The iMiii of Slim f Doth he deserve Ms fame ? " 

Tlifi five^ encouraged, chattered on and aaid:— 

''Zdl is the hnost bor^amcLn^ with such nilon 
And Grace—a lofty cypress of a mau- 
Impcrial Grace and dignity are hk. 

What fragrance^ ooIouTp stature, limbs, be hath I 
How slim a waist and what an open chest ] 

His oyoa are twin narcissi water-bluCj 
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His lips like earn] md hh ckocika tike blcKni, 

Hla ktind forearm are like lien's paws. 

A shrewd man h% with an arabmago's heart 
Anfl rojal Gmce I wbilo oh for his whtte hair 
It iis u Ijlcmiiih—but neoau^ fur fihama. 

This chief of pcdadiiui hath downy chocks. 

Like oorclRr-bli>pm through sUver habeigeunp 

Such ELS to make ano cry : " Be ever thu«i V 

No change oan make ihec dearer them thou arL* 

We told hiiri ho should see thee; he was hepefiil 
When we departed. New dovh^ a EcheiuB 
To eDtcrtain him. Tell us what lo tell him-*^ 

She ansTwerat: “ Once ye told a difforenl tale I 
This ZAL, who Was the nursling of a bird, 

Was BO whito-headed and so widened 1 Now^ 

Hiii cheek is like the ccrcls-bloorn., and ho 
Is tall and handsome end a paladin : 

Anil yo have bragged about my fjice to him 
And asked for payniont for your gossiping,” 

She spake witii smiloa and blushes on her chaeL'^, 

As't were pomegranate-bloq ms, then btultr ono Llmnscl:— 
Bts off with you at dawn. Take him good nows, 

Hoiif what bo hath to say and say to hiTU:— 

* Thy wi^h is grnn tad ; be in readln-^ ; 

Como and behold thy Moon m all her eharruH.' 

Tho waiting-maid departed, gavo the message, 
Anct'Csmo back to the Cj-pnias of Tartiz. 

** OoTTse somo mefins to compass it,** she sairl , 

^ For God bath granted thee thy whole dcsirot 
And mttj' the ending bo a bappy one T* 

RiUhiba soon mado rendy, while her kin 
Suspected naughL She had her own pavilion 
Like jocund spring and deoked with greoL men’s 
portraits. 

Tho aorvants draped it with brocwl* of Chiii, 
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Set golden tmys abrjut aa omainentiti, 

Tboii miiLglod wine with musk lind aiubeirg™ 

And flcattoral emaralds and camalians. 

Hero were niurcissiia, Tiolet, oercia-bbom 
And rose, there lily and the jasmine-spray, 

Tho goblete worn eotupact uf gold and tnrqiioiBOp 
The vianJfl saturate with clear roiie^water; 

V, iH Tbtifl from the elifunbof of the &ua-facoil ona 
Bose fragrant mlouta wafung to the sun^ 

Ilrjtr ifftni t& Mmlitba 

At dusk they locked! the gate ami took tlio key, ^ 

Anri thon a damsel want to Ziil and said:— 

'* All is prepared, so eonie/' 

Thereat the ehief, • j 

All woocr-like» JWt cnit towartl the palace. 

Meanwb do blauk-eyod and rosy-eheeketl Rddtiba— T 

A cypress over which the fall nioon shone— 1 

Wont to the root and* when the son of SAm J 

The oaTidiBr ap|jflared^ that bigh-bom maid p 

Unloekeil her coral lipe and oried to him:— ^ 

** Thou art well come, O youth of noble birth \ ^ 

Tlie Maker's blessing be on theOp tho aroh ^ 

Of cLTcllng heaven bo undemGath thy feet. 

And may my maid bo blithe of heart and glad^ - 

For, top to loe, Lbeu art as she doscLril)eJ thee. 

To foot it thus from thy pavilion ^ 

MuBt irk thy rojoJ foot,* ^ M 

He heard the YDice 9 

And saw upon the wall a sun-cheoked dainselp ^ 

Whoso beauty sat iho roof a-gleam like gemsp S 

Whoso blushes sot the ground a-fiush like rubies. V 
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Hg thus miulG answer: O Lhou uiooa-fajcad oneJ 
My blesfliTig anil the Gmw of lieaYea ho thlDO. 

How many niglitjs with eyes up-tnrnGcI to Spica 
Have I entrentefl Him who rukth all^ 

To kt me pririly behold tlij I 

Xow fclioij dmi uiaJ^e me happy with thy roitse^ 

Thy tondor wonls and ganUeneoH. Ob 1 tind 
8oinQ means to kt mo look on theo 1 For why 
Shouldat thou be on tbo roof and I below ? 

The ffliry-faced one heard the obieftain's vtotds 
And doffed her i^arkl wimpk mstantly. 

Then from her lofty cyproos-form fllia luofic^l 
A lasso, such m none eould plait, of musk: 

Cod within coil it was, und jsnake on snake ; 

Strand over strand it lay upon her neck. 

She loosed hut tresses o'er the bnttlerntnilM 
Amt when they straightened out they rBachetl the 
grouniL 

Then spake Kiidaba from the wall above:— 

" O paladin 1 0 child of wntrior-rafie \ 

Now speed thee quickly and gird up thy loins. 

Exert thy tion-broast and royal handa. 

Seize these block LreBses which hang down beside me 
All dedicate to thee/' 

EM gazed on her 

In marvel at her hair and face. She heard 
Him kiMi that musky lasKo oftv Ila said 
'' This is not wall; may no sun stone when I 
Shall lay a wantou hand upon my Lifo 
And pnt a flpearpoini to this wounded liaarL." 

Ha tronk a lasso from hhi iiarvont, eoitod 
And lightly Sung it In liis breathlasti hosEo. 

Tho nooso oaught and he mounuxL Fairy Taco 
Advanced to welcome him, she clasped his hand. 

And both mtoxicato with love dcscendetL 
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T ifis Hiujd cljusped in hanil, to her pnvilum 

Gold-arttbosqued—a uiooting-placo for kingB, 

A Puradiso sidorned^a bi&eo of light. 

Sliivo-girlB attended on the Honri there, 

While iial in mpt astoniahmeat beheld 
Hm fftoo. her hnir. her lovelinpas and grave, 

Hor hniceletB, torque, and oorringB: her brocade 
A till jawola were like gardene in the apring; 

Her cheeks wore like twin tttUpE in a garth; 
liar crispy lovodooks twisted curl on curt, 

Z;l 1 sat in royal grace by that fair Moon, 

His dagger in his belt and on his head 

A ruby ooronol, Ritdaha Icokcd 

And looked with stolen glancofl at him alLll; 

Looktit) at that form, that nock, that grdoe, that 
height, 

Which used to make rooks bramble* 'ueath bia niaee. 
And at those oheota whose lustro fired her souL 
The more she gazed the more her heart in&imed: 
They kissed and clung mtoxioato with love. 

What lion hunteth not the onagar ? 

Thus spake the ohioftain to the mimn-fftoed loaidt— 

" 0 siJvor-bnsotnofJ Cypress, nmak-perfunicd t 
'riio Shiih will ne'er consent, and Siim will wring 
His hands and sUjrra, but still by God I swear 
That 1 will never break my troth to llioo. 

Nay I will first hold soul aud body cheap 

And wear a shrouiL 1 wiU seek God and pray Him, 

With all the instancy of devotees. 

To wash all opposition, wrath, and vengeance 
V. 167 From both their hoarUs, and if He hearkeneth 
Tboii shjdt become my wife bofora the world," 

HiidAba answered: “ I too swear by Him— 

The God of Faith and right—that none but Zal 
Shall bo my lord; the Maker is mj' witness," 
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Thoir love waxe<I ovdi* 113 the momentA 
For wkdum woa afar jmdpo^ainn Tiear. 

So fared they till Lhe day begikn Lo br&ak 
And dmm-oal] sounded ZAl fare welled his Mood, 
Elnibrueing her as warp and woof ombnuseL 
Both wepL and both adjured Lhe riaing emi:— 

0 glaiy of the world! one momeDt mare [ 

Thou Doedst not riaa tso aoon.^ 

Then fro [4 aloft 

ZiU dropped his loseo and descending straight 
Went from the palace of hie lovely mate. 
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The warriors^ when bright Sol rose o’er the hdU, 

Went to the leveo of tho paiadin. 

And then dispersed whilo ZAl bade call tho sagea 
They oaoie—the iniiiiBterSj archniuges, heroes 
And glorious ohiefUins, men both wise and ardent^ 
WoII pleased at being summoned. all smiles , 
And yearning, odered first hh praise to Gud, 

Then roused the arehimages to attontiaii 
By thus addressing thorn t " Lot all otir hoorts 
Regard with fear and hope the righteous Judge, 

Who id the Lord of oireling sun and niooeu T+ 

And showeth seuU the way of righuioumt^ « 

To give Hhri all the praiiio that wo oan give 
We must Ik)w down l>eforo Him night and day* 

By Him tho jocund world abidoth faai^ 

By Him is justice done in heaven and eartk 
He bringeth summer, spriDg. and autumn-tide 
With fruit to fill the branobes of the vines; 
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Youth Lfltlt from Him its lime of bmqI imd bloom, 
Aro hfttli from Him its tinio of saddenoil looks. 

Noac can trim^jrefis His will anil ordinniioo ; 

Witliout. Him not an (ml caii walk the earth. 

He bringoth increaso to iho Tirorld by pairB* 

And not by onc| there ifl no One but God. 

Who hath not any partner, nrnta. or peer. 

But all His creatures bath He made in pira. 

This woe His Bcbeme—earth and its good for num; 
But save for piring wo had licver known 
IlB poBflibilitiea, Again, we never 
Sec youth unmatod stable in the Faith, 

Anil thirdly, men though of a mighty stHwk 
Uninated lose their vigour. What can show 
More goodly than a chief of paladinH, 

VVhuHB Eoul M gladdened by his progeny 7 
H« at life's close "dU liaTe a Kew Year's I>ay 
In ohildren who will keep his memory thus:— 

' This is the sou of Xiil tlia son of Sam. ^ 

Tims crown and throuo arc graced i tho father's tune 
Being over fcrtnntt rcsteth with the son. 

All those apply to mine own ease, and arc 
* Tho rosea and naroissi of my garden. 

My heart is lost, my wisdom fled) Dwlaro 
The remedy for this, 1 have not spoken 
Before I suffered both in hmln and wits. 

Tho palaeo of Milinih—I lovo it all: 

Ilia land is heaven to me for why my heart 
Rojoicoth in tho daughter of felndnkht. 

Wliat say yc now ? Will SAui too be rejoiced 7 
And will Shith Mindchihr, if he shall boar, 

Regard it nierely os a youthful error 7 
All—great and small—in marrying but obey 
The laws of Faith and cusloni. No wise man 
■Will bar what honour and religion sanction. 
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What do tho prcsciont. ELrcliini&goa ba^' ? 

What arc iho saged* views 1 ^ 

They held iheir peace 
Hecauao Zahliik was gratidsira to Mihntb, 

And Minuchilir detefttL-d brttlL None dared • 

To answer, none had heard of anlidote 
And tiane eouibined. Their silence grieved the chiefs 
Who tried anolher plan: " I know" said he* 

That ye will blame the eoiirse that I adopt, 

But OTOiy one who choosoth for himpeif 
Is certain to incur no lack of bjaiije. 

If ye can show me what to do, and how 
I may trndo this coil* ye shall be tteated 
As BubjecLs ne'er were yet, my goodness, kindness* 

And uprightness shall keep yon from nil ilL"” 

The archimages, well disposed iowanl him, 

Conridered and replied t " are thy slavca, v, 170 

And we are much amaxci But who will Lo 
The bettor or the worse on thifl acotmnt ? 

Although ilihnlb is not of equal rank 
Yet Is he mighty^ brave, and ticb, albeit 
Sprung from the Dragon's stock—the Arabs^ king. 

Write thou to Sdui as thy flhravfd mind suggestath* . 

\VTio hast more wisdom, thoughtfulnossj. and wits 
Than we, and he may write the Sbiih a letter 
Kit plaining his own views, and Mimicldlir 
Will be advised by SAm the cavalier 
And every obstacle will disappear." 


I 

JSd/ wrote io Sdfn to (he Cbscf 

The ohieftiun bade u scribe to t^orae, poured forth 
His heart and wrote a letter of go<^xI cheer* 
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Alui Bist he praiflfld the Maker and tlio Judgo, 

" The Source of joj and mighty the Lord of VenuSi 
Of Sol and Mare, of being and not being. 

Wo all of ufl nre elaTCS and God is fhia. 

May Ho bless Sdiu tlie son of Narinuiii— 

The lord of uineo. of BoimUar, and lioliu, 

WhoM blauk aleeti boimdoth m the dust of fight. 

Who glutteth vuUmes when he nmketh war. 

Who raiseth tomposts on the bottla-fleld, 

Who sheddoth gouta of blood from murky cbuda, 

Who handloth golden belia and diadems 
And settoth kings upon their thrones of gold. 

His bravery acHeveth feat on feat 

And they ejcall liis name. There liysstb not, 

N^or ever wiltj a cravaHer bo brave^ 

Rh thrall am I anti love him heart and senL 
He liaw how I was horn, and ills bavo come 
Sincio then upon me £ruin tho rolling 
My ihiher wore lainrifni& furs and silks; 

Me the Sfmurgh bare to a moDDl in Ind 

Fiiin WHS I that the bird Bhonld bring me prey 

And number me among its little onm 

My skin was scorehtsd by blaiit, mine eyes were stopped 

With dust. They uBod to eatl me son of Bim 

Though he was on a tlirone, 1 in a nest, 

Siute God ordained and made this way for me. 

Xone BEttpelh 11 is ordainment though one fly 
Among tba clouda, gnaw Bpesrheads, rend the hides 
Of lions with his shouting, yea although 
His tooth are aaTils he is still God's slam 
A tbiiiff hath happened which I cannot toll 
To ovfl^ one^ and I am bmkcn-haartoil, 

Howbeit a siro, though flerce and dr^on-likei, 

Should hearken to the snerata of his iduld. 

My tears are for tho daughter of Mihnib, 
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T nm OB if oonsumod m mgiDg fire, 

The slurs sro my compimioas ia the night, 

^fy is like a sea. 1 lose my ffita 

So that my people weep; yetihongh fioro tmiiblerl 

1 iriU not ilfflw a breatfi but ai thy word. 

Wlnit ijoth Ibe ohief of pabulius flonimaml f 
Oh! free my mitiEl from this iltsltcss and gnef i 
The arcbioiAges hare advised mo thus i — 

■ Lot not the ohioftain keep his Jewel hidden 
But act with loynJtyJ My sire perchance 
'Will second me harein that I may make 
The daughiar of Mlhnlb my lawful wife. 

Jly father will temember that when God 
Restored me to him out of Mount Alburs 
Ho pladgeii hk word in preMUCO of hk mea 
* I will not frustrate one wish of thy heart' 

Jiow this it is whoreon my heart is seL" 

A bursemun loft Kabul at lightning-speed 
To go to Slim and took a second horao, 

For Z(il directed: “Should one roadster founder 
Stay not to breathe but lightly mount the other 
And huny on to Siiin." 

The measanger 

Went, like tho winil, upon a Bteeii of steeL 
When he was drawing ubw tbo Kargoftlrs. 

Sam, a'ho was hunting on a range of hUk, 

Bohold him from afar and told his oomratles 
Thoi® comolb from Kiibnl o mesHengei 
Upon a white stood of Zabulktdn, 

Sent iloubtlcflsly by Zal, so lot us learn 
His nowa.“ 

The m an approach mg kissed the gnranii. 
With many thanks to God. Siim weloomwl him 
hud took Gifl letter, while the num disohargcil 
Uk errands. Siim undid and read the letter 
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liVliLlo coming from tho inounLaiti^, palcnl anil hfilted 

In wonder not o^rpaoting cr commoDrling 

ZuVs coaducL “ Yet,"* be thctight, ** njtttiral: 

One nurtured by a bird would hiLukor tbua."^ 

Whan he returned ha pondered long and deeply^ 
And said: If I shall * This is net wellp 
Oppose me not, incline to wisdoro's ways," 

Both God and man will blaiiio my breach of faith. 

If I say; Yes,* and ‘Thy desire is gpod; 

as thou wilt,' what will their offspring 
This nuiriing of the fowl and that tUv^s uliild ? '* 

He laiil him down in grief hut could not rwE 
The harder any aeirant's task, the more 
Hjs heart U heav}'^ and hie suffering sore^ 
l"ha greatar peace and comfert shall he know 
Within when God Almighty willeth so. 


V. 17-1 




Htiw S^m rmtstilM the Archjtiwj^^ iw fh, 


Slim when he woke asked the astrolegors:— 

“Hew will this end, for these two elements. 

Like hre pud water, are opposed eompletely ? 

Such surely an the Judgment Day will be 
Tlie warfare of Zahhak ami Fariduu. 

Consult the stars, Tauebsofo ino your advice, 

And put your pen-point to a lucky mgnj' 

They spent the day m searching, and thcD thmia 
To Slim with smiles, for opposites eombinod 
In his behalf aud an astrologer 
♦Said: "Hero of tbo golden belt I we bring 
Good news about the daughter of Mlhrili 
And Ziil, for they will be a glorious pair. 

Whoso son will prove a mighty Elephant, 
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Will gir6 bis loins wilb vaIout, ovorconie 

The TTotld, will set tbe Shfib's throDC on tho clouds, 

Cut &oi[a tlio ground the feet of (ml diicrs 
And IcBve t;b(;m not ft lurkiug-placo on earth, 

Sparc no Sagwirs,^ apiVTO not Mtlznndaran, 

But make tbo earth clean with hi& luu-saivfl mnec. 

Through him Tiinin shall BuSer grcftler woe. 

Through him fnln shall guln unbounded wctd, 

Through him tho mihing bead shall rest, ond he 
Shall shut iho door of war, tho path of inwohief. 

The fr^ians ahall ha-fo hope in hira, tlufongh him 
The paUdin ahall have good news and joy. 

The charger thnt ho nrgetb in the fight 
Shall trample *m the files of warrior-pafdo. 

Tlio realm in bU daya shall bo fiirt unato. 

The age accept hb name among the Idnga, 

Wliilo Riim, Ind, and the country of IrAn 
Shall grave it on their siguetB." 

fiiiin gave ear 

And smiled as they congratul&ted him. 

He gave them gold and silver past ell count 
Sinco peace had come in time of fear. He called 
The tnoeaangsr, oonversod with him and emd;— 

” Sjmk gently unto Zul and Buy: * Thy wish 

Hath nothing in Its favour, but sinoe I 

Hava pledged my word I must not seek ft pretest 

For breaking it. Lo 1 I shall ^uit the held V. ijs 

To-mortow for Iniu to ftscertoin 

Tho Shih’a commands, and how God shall dispose 
him.'” 

He gave a largess to the mesBcnger 
And said to him: "Arise and tarry noL" 

They Imuud a thouaand of tho Kargasars 
And dragged them off afoot in Bhamo and woe. 

^ “TImi QILBJB ot ft wfld tfflwSr ’■"tho Dtag-ttEad*, 
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Tawrjinl dmvni tto hor&emen'fi shouts rose o'or tho 
plain, 

Rose the sound af drums and clarioua 
Abnut the ontranoo of tha Lont^nclosura, 

And Slim mnrohLsl to ^^dn hj DahlsLLts. 

Thu measenger returned to Zdl in triuinph 
With omcEDS of suocosfiL WTien he nrriTed 
He told SdmV ftHHwer, ZuJ Wite wall aontent 
And pffarod praises to Alm^hty God 
For this groat morciy and his bliiiisful fato+ 

He lavished on the poor dnvohms aud difuira 
And showed eapeelid kiiidnass to his kindreih 
Invoking blessings on the ehieftain Sy m 
For having poat a gentle answer batsk. 

Ha ouuld not rest hj daj or eleop bj 
Ho drank no wine, deidrad no minstrel^; 

His heart wils nlwnjs jeaming for his bride I 
Ho could not talk of any duo bedde. 
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How Siafhdthi Aaorrf qf Com of iHittdfHi 
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A claiDo of honied epoocb was go-between 
And bore the lovers' greetinga to and fro. 

Z4il called thk womnn^ told about his sire. 

And said to her? “ Go to Bddsibau Say: 

T* * O Beauty kind and ynimgl whou mattora come 
To grieycmi stmits we quIekJy find a key 
For their enlatgemont. Now the messenger 
Hath come from Sam rojoining with good news, 

Sim hummed and hawed but in the and consanted/^ 
Zal his father's tetter bj the womnn^ 

Who burric*! with the good news to Rudiba. 
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Thul fay-haeA damael ^Lowered drachinEi upon bar, 

Pluced her upon it golfU^mbf oideped seat 
Ami for bar n^WE ga^e tuor a chaDg^ of rulmonti^ 

* Then brought an Xudian turban woven so finely * 

That warp and woof wcsm not diatinguiKbablep 
With pattortus wrought thereon in gold and rubies, 

So that the gold ff aa hidden by tb& gomii, 

Thi&. and a costly finger-ring to match. 

As bright as Jupiten ahe mnt to Zah 
With many greetinga, mimy messag^^ 

Sfndukht ohservod tbo woman in the ball 
And cried £ ”Whfliiea art thou ? S|)t;ak| Dhsemble 
not ] 

Thou passest in and out from time to time 
Without regard U> me. 1 imijeli suspect thee. 

Wilt tbou not aay if thou art s tring or bow ? ” 

With face like BatidarflO sbo kissed the grounrl v, 177 

And answered thus: A needy woman 
Who hftTo to get my living as 1 can; 

T rkit houses of the gentlefolk 

WTio purchase clothos of me mid jewelry* 

RtidAba wiKbed to hny rich gems and trraketaj 
t broughE to her a gold udomed tiara 
And hoop of rE>yal gems**" 

Sindukht said ; ^ Show them 

And quench my wrath."’ 

I left them with Ruddbs,*" 

The woman unsweredi "* and am fetching tuora*” 

“ Show mo the purnhnse-monoy " sold Siudukht, 

" And set my heart at rasL'*" 

The wouion answered:— 

^The moon-fuood lady told me she would pay 
To-morrow. Wait until I have the tnonoy. 

Perceiving that she lied Sindukbt uaed force, 

Searched up her slecvoa and found her knavciy* 
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Sinduklit disoo\^€riDg RVKlsiba'fl ring 
And cflatily stiaffis was voi^ wrotK ftud ditching 
Tho watiifln by Lba Lrestic^j dung tier doTvfti 
V, cjS IJpoTi htir ffcja, and m a hurst of Tfvga 

Haled her m Abiuuefiil pligliL along tho ground, 

Then lot bor fall, und bound and spiimad and Moiote Iier* 
The quiien retiirnefl in dudgeon to Lbe palace, 
O'erw'holnied with disappoiiitment, painn and grief, 

Sbut botsolf in and was as one bomusod^ 

She Kont to call bor daughter and tho whilo 
Kept bufleting her faco, and from her eyes— 

'rtiQ^e wet narebfisi—bathed her burning cbeok^; 

Then to RAddba: “0 thou nobk Mood t 

Why cboosoRt than tho ditch and not the tlimne } 

In what respect can I have failed to temih thee 

Propriety in pijblie and in private I 

My pretty f wherefora hast thoii wronged me so ? 

Toll mother llEI thy secrets—who despatched 
This dame to thee and whjn What is all this ? 

Who is the man fat whcjm this splendid turhau 
And finger-ring are meant I In that groat treasure— 
The j\rabiaD crown—much good and ill was loft iiii. 

It had a name. Wilt fling it to the winds i 
May mother never bear a child like mineT' 

RudAba looked away and hung her head 
In overwhelming shame before her mother, 

And tears of love descendiiig graced her choekiu 
O most wise moiher I " thus she made reply* 

Love hunteth down my soul, bnt I had wrought 
No good or ill hadsl thou not borne me liisL 
ITje chieftain of Ziibul ia at Kdbul, 

And lore of him so fireth ^nc^ and things 
Ilare come to mich a pass within my heart 
That, if in others' presence or eJone^ 
t weep and only live to see bis face. 
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Ono hair of his is worth tho world to mo, 

Kdow too tliat ha hath and sat bcddo mo, 17^ 

And that wfl hand m hind have pli^htod troth. 

We did but aoo amh other— no thing more— 

And Lo I a fitn ipmng up hiLwutt ns twdn, 

A messanger was sent to iiiightj ^i\m 
And ho bath given his vaJiunt son an answer. 

Though vestod at first ho grow amenatile 
And gave largo proBenls to the messenger, 

Hj means of her wlif>£e hi!r thou didst plunk out. 

And whom thou didst Bing down and halo along 
IJpoti4he face, 1 have itaid all his letter: 

This stuff was my roply, " 

Sindukht woH lust 
In wonder, glad that Zil should wed Edddba. 

Blit said: ** This is no Ldfle, Zdl le poorle^ 

Among the chiefs for valour, he is great, 

Son of the paladin of paladins, 

With ill the virtues, and a single fault 
Which dwarfoth them—the Shrih will bo displeonod 
And mml the dust up snnwanLl from Kabuh 
He w'ishtith not that any of our raoo 
*Shonld o'er mottnl saddJa*^ 

Then, to make it floem 
That she had been mistaken, she released 
The woman and made much of her, and sahl 
” Act over thus, discreet and clever dame! 

*Shnt fast thy lips. God grant they never prove 
A chink for spocch. Now hide this in the duat,** 

She saw bar daughters oocrol bent was such 
That she w'ould listen to advice from none, 

And laid her down in tears and in chngnn; 

Thou wouldst have said that sho had burst her skin. 
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V. iS^ Mtbrdb, muioh gradfiod by Zil's attantioDfl^ 
lietumlag found Sfndukht upon her coucli 
PaIo nud djstrossedi he aaked hor: ■* What hnth 
bAppouod ? 

Speak I Whoneforo ara thy rosy Upa ihuB faded f" 

She said: “ 1 ha^e been inusiug for a while 
About those goodly traastims mid this wealthy « 

These Arab GLeeds capansoned^ this palaeo 
So noble and its pkaaiirfr-grauudSp the 
Who ehcer out hecirtii^ these servaAtfi of tuy lardp 
Our favour and our stature cypress-tall. 

Our fame, our knowledge, aud our policy, 
lu time our pride and gloiy must abate; 

VV'e yield them to the foe; our toil ia wind; 

A narrow bier is ours at last. Wo plant 
A tree whose antidote ia bane to us. 

Wo water it laboriously and hang 
'thereon cur erowu and wealthy but when it mounteth 
Sunward and giveth shade ita lusty head 
Desomideth to the dust. With this before us 
I know not where wo ever shall iind rest'' 

Mihnib replied: Thou tellest m old tale: 

It is the fashion of thia Wayside Inm 
One is abased^ another Hourielielh, 

One eometb in, another goetb out; 

Const thou see one whom heareD hunteth not j 
Fret as we will our woes retuain ; we cannot 
Contend against the AU-just Judge."^ 

She answered:— 

The wiao would take a very dlffbront ™w 
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Of wiiAL I Raid. Now oaa I bide from tbee 
A R^rot TOcb OR thias and tbeae f^rave doinga ? 

A wLHe arobmuge awo told bis okUd 

Tbe parable of tbe tree which 1 adoptad 
In bopa ray lord wDtdd imderatimd the moaningr 
She hung her head and bent her oypreflR-fonn, 

Her oyea dropped dew upon her msy cheeks. 

O full of wifidora^” she went on to ssay^ 

The* skj muBt not roYoIvo above us tbm 
Know that the son of Sdm hath tsiiiren to simro 
Rtldiiba and misled her ardoot heart. 

Now ^tia for TIB to dnd a reiiiedyp 
I have Qi^borted her without avail [ 

Her heart I nee k troubled, her face wan." 

Thereat Mihrdb a^nrag up and seized hia swonl, 

Kk cheek grew livid and hk body shook 

With rago; hk bDort was full, he groonod and cried:— 

" Her blotHcI Bhnll ilow for tkk," 

Sindukht sprang too, 

Clasped him about the waist, and eriedj *' Now bear 
Thy haa^linaid spook one word, then do what heart 
Aud wisdom coniiBel thee." 

lie shoot her off 

Anil hellownd like a raaildened elophout:— 

** 1 should have cut hor head off at her birtL 
I loft her granLkito'fi way and let her live; 

Now she hath wrought on me thk ilevilrjfV 
Tho son who wolketh not hL^ father s path 
Is hut a bastard in a bmvo man^B ejo^ 

Thus said the leopard grown keen clawe^l fur Btrife; 

* 1 glory in the ooniliot, and 1 wia 
My siro vnijcritwi llio toiste fnim lii& 

Life must be risked when hanotu ia m flight; 

Why fltrivest thou to stay me from the fight?’ 

If Slim BJid Mimichihr shall get a handlo 
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Against ua atdoko will go up fttim KiLhii], 

SacfltiniD njxA harvest ctsow throughout the kntL” 

She imi \: 0 njarcliloi^i I do not so wildlj', 

SsLm kDOweth nil: be not so gtoatly tnoy^il 
He left the for this; nil know it." 

UiliriLb rapllad : Fair diimcl docQire me QOt. 

Could ono imagine wind obejing dust ? 

T not I so thou cniist keep us scathlesa. 

A better son-in-Jow tbiin iioblo 

'J’horo cannot be its all know, great and small, 

Wbo is thoro from ALwaR to KEUidahir 
That wisheLb not to bo affined to Ssini f" 

She said: "Great princio E ne*or may E be enforced 
To usQ di^oeit with thee; thy harm is mine; 

I flbuxe thy boitowb. What 1 tiiaid la tmo 
And it was on my mind, I hnd at firsl 
Myself the stamo misgiving, wtEch is why 
Thou BAwet me lying down absorbed in grief [ 

But if this is to bo 'tis not so strange 
As to oflcftsion this inxxhty, 

Sarv of Yaman pleased Farldtm; prince 2ul 
Is not unmlntlful of that preoadent, 

By mitigling frro with water, air with earth 
Earth’s dork face is niado brighk*' 

Bho brought S;Lni*s Jinswer, 
And fiaid; " Rejoice 1 Thou hast thy wlsIl When 

strangers 

Affine with th^ thy foes grow black of face." 

Though vengeful stUl and greatly moved MIhnib 
Gave oar, then bmio her; ^^Roubo and bring Rndiiba.*^ 
Sihdukht. in terror lest that Hen-nian 
Should lay her daughter dead upon tJie dust, 

Itoplied! ” ¥hrsi promise to rofltoro her to me 
ITnscathed, ami that KibuliHtan Bholl still 
FdSfiCaa this Rosary like Paradise ” 
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Tlio chi^iftam promised, hut he said: “ Now murk \ 

The Shiih will meditate rovenge for this.^ 

(^indukht did rcveroncOp boDdlng to the ground; 

Thou with her lips edl smilea and fftce that showed 
'rhe dawn beneath the night went to her daughter 
With this good news: "The warrior-Ieopord'a cluwfl 
ITavo spared the wilful ontiger. Now hasSt^in 1 
Take from thy face thine ornaments and go 
Before Lhy father, weeping bitterly-'' 

Iluduba anawertd t " What are ornamentti ? 

What are these worthless trinketa to my wealth t 
My KJol is wedded to the grjn of Sstm; 

Why hide what is so plain 

Then wfmt she in 

Before her father, like a rising nttti^ 

And overwhelmed in gold and jewelry* 

Her father ealled on God In mute amaze. V 

She was a Paradise arlomert and fair^ 

Like shining Sol in jocund spring. Ho said:— 

” 0 witless one! would virtuous folk approve 
That Ahriiuan shauld have a faLry-hride f 
May neither drown nor finger-ring he thine, 

Tf but a serpont'diiiriaei from Kahtrin 
Turned Magiiui we should alay him with im arrow," 
Whenas Rddaha heanl her father's words 
Her heart grew full, her face like fomigropk. 

She let her dark eyelashes droop and veil 
Her melancholy and scareely breathed, 

Her father all the while with furious heart 
And full of menace ro4iring like a porsi 
With blood returning to her pallid cheeks 
His love-'Sick daughter wont hack to her ohamber, 

Where with hor mother wh» liad gained the day 
She prayed Almighty God to be their stay. 
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mw MiaUrkihr Aeon/ of thif Uom ^ ’Ml amJ Smiia 

XowB of tbe ftictidfiliip of Mihr.ib luid ZiiJ 
And of that poble ill-niatcliwl pair of lorrers 
Euachcd Miniicbihr* Tho matter was diaciuwed 
Before bim by the arch mages. Sold the Shah:— 
" A ilisinal time will come on ua heroby. 

Did Fftrfdiin purge tbia world of Zahhalt 
That at Kiibul MLhnib—his seed—might flotiriah J 
This love of Ziil’s must not through our oaglaot 
Restore the drooplog plant to its old vigour. 

If from the danghter of Mihrab, and Znl, 

The GOD of Slim, a sharp Sword Bhoiild be dmwrt. 
On one aide he wHl bo an aliea. 

And how shall antidote agree with bane ? 

While if ho fttVouroth the mothci''s aldo 
His head will be poBsqssed by evil projects. 

He will fiiM frin with strife and travaQ 
In hope to win the crown and troBSUt® back. 

What is your rede f Strive to advise me well" 
Then all the archimagea bleaeod tho Shah, 

They hailed him as the king of tho Pure Faith. 
And Boitl: " Thou art more wise than we and hast 
More power to act. Let wisdom be thy gmde, 
And wisdom's quarry is the Dragon's heart. 

'file Shiih, deairoue to conclude the matter. 

Sent for Naudar. with lieges and great men. 

And bade him; " Go to Slim the cavalier, 

Ask: • What hath been thy fortune in the war i' 
And having sern hiin eay; ' Come hithor first. 

And jonruoy home from ua,'" 

N audar set forth, 

And valiant Silm. informed of his approach 
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Went n itli pidMins to wdcome him 
Wkli uiiglitj wIuplmiitA cmrl kettlodruruR. 

Anon they moE mid intertih&ngwl their greetings. 

The bfero Ssirn rpjoiee<i to H-sa the princep 
Who gave hiii father's mesaago. Smn replied:— 

" I wiU obey and joy to look on him+“ 

For that day they remained the gnosts of Slim* 

^ sight of whom rejoiced the company; 

They spread tho boards they t^iok the cup in hand. 

And first they dnuik the health of MimichibrT 
Then of Nandar. and then of S<im and all 
ITio chioflains, not forgetting any province. 

The livelong night spent In revelryp 
But with the sunrise rose the din nf tyinbals; 

The speedy dromeilcLrieR apread thoir wings ^ 

And toward the palace of Shah Mimichihr 
They went as biddem When he heard theroof 
He hail the palace of the Shiihs prepared. 

Tlien from Sari and from Aintil fnite din. 

As when a fioxoe sea heavoth^ for t!ie spearmen 
Marched in their mail with heavy darts, a host 
Tliat roaoheii from range to range, with shield on shield. 
Whose red and yellow blont, with tymbals, pipea, 

Gongs, Arab horses, elephants, and troa^rea. 

On such a fashion TuUTGhod that arinament 
With flags and kettlodnimB on weleomo bent. 


g iS 

Hott Sfim mume io Minthhihr 

J5;kn reaohefl the court, alit and was received 
In audience by tho Shah, at sight of whom 
He kissed tho groundp and tfaon approached the 

preeenco i ^ 

* Mei4i|iLlLafiiiaL1ji of coemt. 


w THE SH Ann Am A of FIEDAUsi 

While Mimiehilir, ciwrawned with Rparkling giems^ 

Y, fSr ttmm his ivoiy thfDni) mil mudo BA.m sit 

Beside him, showed Lhe ebieftaln all obHeryanae 
And quefitionod him at laigii iind anxioiisty 
AlMUt the Kfli]gi£L8jirB, about his troops. 

About the berote dirs af MuzandttnLn, 

The cblof told M and said : live happj 
0 Shiht Ne'er luaj foe's mfliloo touch thy life. 

I fn arched upon that liinil of ynliiint dfYS, 

And such dlvs tdo, Uko Hons iu the Bght^ 

More swift tlian Arab hucscs and uul-diLring 
The warriors of fnln \ The doree Sagsiirs— 

Parda in the fray — eoUEX'rned iil rnine npproEtchp 
Sent up th^? batEle-oiy^ within their eitt^. 

And oU tunied out to %hl—^a mighty hojit. 

From monnUiu unt^t tuoimtain naught but men. 

So that the bright day Yonished in tho duM. 

All eager for the fray they came upon uio^ 

Came with a rceklEs^e rush I A panic fell 
Upon inj troops, ^llow shall 1 hQ^* I thought, 

' Tins anguish mid I saw not; for the brunt 
Ilftd foDen then on me. I roared against thofUr 
I whiTlod a moee that weighed three hundred niEms^ 
And urged mine iron steed. I eaiue among them 
And brainefl them till tho foe was panio-stricken. 

The grandson of the valiant worldlord Salm, 

Aa 'twere a wolf, was foremoat of them alL 
The youth was named Katkwi, a lofty (TypresSp 
\\ sBs Desoonded through his mother fn-im ZohMk^ 

The heads of nobles were hut dust to him. 

His army throi^^ed like locusts or like imta 

And hid dale, plain, and uiDuntaim When the dust 

Rose from that great host, mad my troops tumcKl pale, 

I reared the mace whereof one blow suflicoth 

^ A l^Iim oE Wt»tgbt mE^IuM ta diaeimt bcaaUL&A 
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And led the army cm. T raised a shctut 
That made eojrlL SL>em a laUlatond to tho foe, 

While all my host waa heartuned atid resolved 
To battle oil Karkwl, who heard my ifyice, 

And Llows down-craflhing from niine iron maog, 

Came like a monatroita otepbimt agnloat m& 

To battje, carrying a migbry lanso, 

And Sought to oitLoh me in its neoso, but 1 
Wm waro and Tuovod me from d^trueciou% puth. 

I took a royal bow and poplar orrowH 
With paintg of and urging on my charger 
To eaglo'a apeed f ahowerod Bhafta like ftre 
And doomed his helm pegged to his unvU head 
Vnitl I saw him oommg mid the dust, 

Like some mod olopbaut, with Tndiaii aword 

!□ hand. Muthonght^ O Shiihl lhat o'en tlio inDim- 

Would ory to him for quarter I Hq preased an. 

And 1 held back to tempt IiLr:^ to coino near; 

Then, when he ctofiod with mo, roaohod from my groyi 

Seizocl ou thp gmllo of that mighty man 

And like a lion wrenched him from hm saddle; 

Then like a maddonod elephant I dashed him 
Upon iho ground mo that hm boaea were shivcTeii 
Their prince o'erthrowTi hb soldiers ^od the fight; 

The vdes and him tlie deserts and tho mountains, 
Were crowded cTOrywbero, while of the fallen 
Upon the field wo ceokonod up ten thous^md 
Of horse and foot Troops, elLknna, and horsamen 
^Vora rorily three hundred thouBand strong ; 

Rut weight'd against thy fortune what ate foes 
Confronted by a Bcrrant of thy throne U" 

Tho Shdh, on hearing what his chieftain said. 

Raised to the moon hk glorions diadem, 

Bade hold a festiviJ and saw with joy 
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The irorkl freed from hi? foea. The night paased quickly 
In Tcvolry iwid pmiBcs of the ohjcftnin. 

At duwn the SMh held niiilionce. Siim drew nesu- 
And having done obeiMneo pii-ught to spBftli 
Abont Mihnib mid Zsil, hut wjia proTentod 
By Mitiilehihr, who &ftid with angry looka i — 

" b«>paTt with 4?boson ohiefr, bum Hindufilstn* 

The paltttre of Mihrtih, and till KtibuL 
Lot not Slihmb eseap; he is a roumant 
Loft of the Dragon's seed, and iilleth earth 
With turmoil. Aj for hb allies and kindred. 

Smito off ihcir heads, and purify tho world 
or all the kith and kindred of Zahhuk."' 

Seim dared not speak, bo wrathful was the Shah, 

But kissed the throne, then gently pressed bb ftico 
Against the famous signet and repUed 
My eonduct shall aeqiiLl. the Shall of vongeanocL*^ 
Then with hia host ho Bnnght hie own abode 
On steeds that went like wind along the rafti 
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Ffoic Sdm wmt to War affnirai MUirdb 


Mihrdb and Zal had nows of what had passed 
Between the Shiih and Silm, Kabul was moved. 

And erica rose from the palaoa of M ihnib. 

Now when Sfndukiit, Mihmb, and o'en Kiidiiha 
Despaired of HOTing cither lifo or goods, 

Zal left Kabul exelainiing as he went 
With drooping mien yet rcBoluto withal: 

"The Dragon grim whoso breath would ham the world 
Mn&i take my head olf ere ho touch KahulJ' 

In great concern be hasted on his joumeyp 
With much to think about and much to say. 
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Xcu'B retvohod biUYO Siim; “Tho Licm'a Wliolp butli 
ct>cje/' 

TIic Iroops boatirrcd iboniselvca and got in readInfiBH 
TUo fltig of FnriduiL .Tbi-j/ beat the tynibidfl, 

Atilt cliiof and host wont out to wulcouio Zdl 

With okphants whosa Iwoks urere drajicd tvith banners T. igi 

or yBllow, red, tmil violet. ZiU, on aeemg 

His father's face, alighted and approoehod 

Afoot, OB did the ehieh: of both tho hofils. 

And bruTi; Zal kissed tho ground Siiw spout a wbila 
In ccinverne with his sou, who then roiuoantod 
His chestnut Arjib, like a hill of gold, 

While all the oliiofs approached hiui in uoiiuora, 

“Thy father b displeased with tboe," they told hiiui 
“ Midio thine excuse and bo noli obstinate." 

He said: ■' 1 fear not, for man's end is dust, 
lly fiire if Rfino will not unsay his words, 

Aud if at first ho epoakuth angrily 
Will after weep for shame." 

They reached Sim’s court 
With much good cheer. Ho lighted and gave audience 
To iSal. who kiased the ground before his sire 
With mftlod feolhers.’ oUering praise wiiilo tears 
Fell from his eyes and washed hU rosy cheeks. 

*' Glad be tho paladin’s ahruwd heart," he said. 

'’And niay his spirit be tbo slave of justico. 

Thy fiJuhion scoroheth adamant, earth weepoth 

When thou art lighting. Where thy chargor pmneeth 

The lagging soldiers haste, and verily 

Whero heavon bath fait the Blorni-blast oFlby mofie 

It darelh not array ita hosU All earth 

la verdant with thy justico. and tho spirit v. ig 

Of wifidom is a saedlipg of thy stock. 

All joy in thy just dealing; earth and time 

* HH is ^gBidnd oiiiiBpUoricailf •* l“ilf Vf* lip- J<>*- Jn- 
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Rocoive It at ihy band;!. So do not I ; 

I liflTft T30 Hhare though rJiint^ aeknowledgiMl Idnfimati^ 

I am ih^ dust-fed mi ruling of u bird 

Ami know acr feud with luiy^ oud^o fimlt 

To givtf occujgioD to an UQijmj 

Savo thia, that Sdm the hero ia ttij siro 

And mlm occLimpIleiiiment Iheuenth moh birth. 

Or ever I was bom thou didflt expose mo 
* Upon the mrumtains, ham»wing my mother, 

And giving to the flames n thriving chiliL 
I saw no oradio and no breast of milt 
I had no memory of any klndredp 
Fur thou didiii east mo out, deprive my heart 
Of peace and tenderness, and strive agalnet 
Tiie Mater, for who maketti white and black I 
Now Binoe the Maker hath provided for me^ 

And looked upon mo with a Master's eye, 

Skil], monliDod, and a hero's sword are mine 
And one fTiend too, hiinsolf tlip crown of ohinis^ 

The hravBi wiso, prudent inDnarch of Kiibul 
1 fiojourtied at Ejlbiil hj thy Cfommand 
And mindful of thy counseE and thy pkdgo. 

Thou saidst ! *I no'er will vex thoo, hnl will bring 
The tree that thoa boat planted into fruit/ 

Yot briDgKwt thh) gift irotn IhiwidAmn, 

And hastest from the Kargattiim to further 
The min of my home: siich is thy jostico t 
V* 193 Beboldp 1 stand boforo ththo and expose 

My bexiy to thy wratk Saw mo asunder. 

But utter not a word agaJmst KahuL 

Do as thou wilt; the power is all thine own^ 

But niLsclilef io KEihul is done to 
The chief attended to Ziil's words, then bowed 
His heiul and answered :—** Tis all tnio^ and 1 
Have dealt with thee unjnaily from the fiiit 
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And given foes oce&aion to rojoice. 

\Vlmt thou hast Aakesd iue is thy hoart^i desire 
AiLil in tby trouble tbou couldfit find no rest; 

Yet bo not meh, let me d^^rpateb the busiueas. 

1 win indite a letter to the Shilli 
And fltind it by thy band, my Zoviug tioti 1 
Xbe worldJard wiU not seek to do thee liJirm 
When be shall aeo thy proweBss and thj looks^ 
And I have wooed bis heart and soul to jtisfcica. 
If bo Bball aid us thou wilt ba oontontod, 

Burnuse the lion olwap hiUh the jmwer 
To gain its ends^ and ovarywLore alike 
Can scUo upon tbe quarry * 

Thereupon 

Zttl kissed the ground with many a bauison* 

S 30 

Hoxit Z4l on s ^ Mimichikr 

Sam wrote at large and sat forth aveiy plea. 

The letter opened with the praise of God, 

Who is astabUsbod in HLa seat fbr ever ^— 

" Friira Him are good and evil, life and daatb: 
■\Vo all of Tis are slaves und Gtxl is One. 

The process of the sky is over all 
That He —the Lord of iUtum, Sun, and Moon— 
Hath willed* His blessing be upon the Shih— 
lu fight jm aJitidote^ioiTSuniing bane. 

In feast a inoon that lightanath the world— 
Who brandiflhetli the mace, who atormetb oitiee. 
Who giveth unto each his meed of joy, 

WTio nmrcbeLh with tho Hag of Fandmi 
To war, and Blayeth haughty warrior-leopards. 
Tha lofty ruotmtain Bhattorod by tby mace 
Bocometh dust npan tby proud steed's hoofsp 
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Wliile tby puro heart aaJ ntainlesB FaJth couatrain 
Both, wulf euicl fiheop to water at tUv cUtern. 

A filave am I whmB rao^ is rtm, u akva 
Who hath attained to skty years twice lold- 
My head h strewn with eampher-dust—a crown 
That sun and mrioD have given meu I girt 
My warnor-loins aud filaved I fotight the warlocks^ « 
Xono o'er saw ^ horseman rein Ids stoed^ fell chiefa, 

, Or wield a maee like ine^ Mj" Tnighty mace 
Eulipsed the warriors of ^[azandaran. 

Did naugliL beside exalt me over all— 

There was a ilrsigon haimling the Kasha f 
And making earth afoaio. It reached from eity 
To city and from hill to hUl, the hearts 
Of aLi wiiro tilled with [lanic; men kepi waloh 
* 195 Both mgbL and day. That dragon cleared the F?ky 
Of tijiDg fowl and earth of beoat of prey. 

It scorcbed the viiltiire*a feathers with its bhiat. 

Set earth a-blaziog w'here its venom feU^ 

Dragged from the water gruesome crocodiles, 

iVnil swiftly flying eagles from the am 

Men and four-footed humlM ceased from the land , 

The whole world gave it room. So seciag that none 
Dared ta lay hand upon itr in God's strength 
I banishi^d terror from my hearty girt up 
My loins in His exalted namOp and r<.ide 
Mine elephantine steed. My saddle bore 
Mine ox-hqad mace, upon mine arm I carried 
My bow, and at my neck my shield. 1 went 
Forth like a savage crocodLlo. My hand 
Wofl keen, keen too the dragon*a breath, and all 
FarewBlled me when they mw mo wield my mace, 
i came. Hie dragon scemod a lofty motmtain 
And trolled upon the ground ita Imirs like las»j& 
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Itfi toDgii« wjw! Iiki3 a tru^-tnuik Qisarretl, iis jawa 
\Yer0 open and \ire«3 lying in my path* 

Itfl ejea ware like two cbtema full af blnocL 
It bellowed when it saw me anil came an 
In fury, aeoming all afire. O Shih \ 

Within. The world *gan awitn before mine oye», 

A black reek wmt up to tbo murky clouda, 

Eiirtli^s surface aboDk bonoath the beUowiDg^ 

The venom eeomed to be a sea of Chin. 

Then like a gallant w*amor 1 roared 
Agoinat that dnigOTi, as a lion rooreth. 

And tarried noi:, but fitted to my bow 

A poplar aimw tipped with adamanl 

And flhot it at the dn^^on'fi jaws, to pin 

The tongue againat the throat' the tongue lolled plmjed; 

The dragon was autnund Again I shot, 

jkgaln I pierced the mouth l the oreature writhed* 

I ebot a third shaft right adtiwn ita jaws; 

Its hearths blood spouted seething* When it cl^je^d 
And pressed mo hard I T.ook mine ex-heai{ mace 
And in the etiongth of God, the Lord of ad, 

Urged on mino qlophmitino steed and smote 
Tho tlfttgon^s head; thou wouldst have said that heaTcn 
liaineil moimtaina down ihoreou. I snittehod tha skidl, 
As it bail Ijeon a mighty oleplifnit's. 

And venom puiire'd forth like tho river Nilo* 

Ho stnick I that tha dragon rose no more 

While ttftrth was levelled to tha bills with brams. 

Kashaf was flowing like ^ stream of gull 

And all was peace. The mountain-tops w^m thronged 

With folk who calleti down bleasioga on my h™h 

Because that dragon was a fearful bane. 

On this aeeount ineo called me ' One hfow* Simii 
And all throw jewels o'sflf ina 1 daparted 
With all my shiiiiog body bare of mail \ 
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My anuour dropped from him in pioc€s; 

1 sickoinfd with tho venoin mimy day®. 

There wa& no liarvo&t m those piirte far years 
Nor ftught mcept the ttstiea of burnt thorns. 

To tell my collect with the dfirs would niako 
The letter tedious^ but in thut and dsowhere 
I tram pled underfoot the hoiulii of chieftoiiiSi 
And wheroaoe^or 1 risdo my wiruJ-foot chai^ar 
1 cleared that region of the ronding lion. 

And now this many a year my ftftddle^s hank 
Hath been my Lbrone, my chiufgur been mine earths 
My maasivG maee hath brought beneath thy away 
MiLzandanin and ftU the KargasdrBj 
I ne’er ha^e ftskofl for field or fdJ but yoiight 
To make thee imth victorious and hjtppj* 

My ueek and inaoe'Mows arts not what they were,' 
My liroast and loins ora beutj I used to throw 
A bsao sixty tJubits longp but now 
Am bent by time and have nssignod my duties 
To ZiU, OB worthy of my mace and girdJe. 

Like me he will destroy thy foe® imd tnake 
My heart glad wilk his pm wans. Ho bath eotno 
To ask the Sbtih to grant his scomt lunging* 

One excellent in God's flight, apart from Whom 
'lliero ifl no uxcellence. We have not moved 
Therein as yet but wait tho great king's will* 

For filavtai must not preauma My lord tho Shuh. 
The gUbTflian of thu world, hath siirely heard 
How once and publicly I promised Zal, 

When I woe bringing him from Mount Alburz, 

Not to refuM him aughtn and bo hath como. 
Besmeared with blood and dust, and ban<^ in bite. 
With Lia reqaoet. Ho said: ' Twere better far 
To hfiag Amul * than fall upon Kilbnl.^ 

‘ Mtailvtihr'B' ojtptljiL 
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But wban u fowi-fad «>uteaAt on the mouniam^ 

Seeth in Kiibuliiitun so bright a Mewtj— 

A Cypreiw Rllm orownad with a rotary— 

It is no wondaf if be goetb mnd, ^ 

Nor on^^bt the Shah to Ttsit it nptin him. 

All pitj him« bis pongs of love mro such 1 
His many iindeflorvod aAHotions bomo 
Evoked the prombo that the Shiili hath beard. 

And I have sent him with n heavy heart. 

When ho shall come before thy lofty throno 
Do that w'hich ia most eonsonant with gTenmcss \ 

There is not any need to teach thee wi^om. 

Him and him only have 1 in the world 

To ahare my sorrows or to suocsour me. v 

From Sam the son of Kadman be blessings 

A thousand fold upon the king of kings 

And on the lordik*" 

When all Lbings were prapoied 
ZAl took the letter hastily, aros^ 

Wont forth and mounted mid the bi-are of trompt^te, 

A troop of warriors went with liim to court 
At Thus from ZiibulistJin ^ went he 

Wilde " Odo blow" Slim enjoyod his mai}\ 

Jftjw iM# IFrififA ^ith 

When those events* were bruited at Kabul 
MIbrAb in fury oallod Sindtikht and vented 
Hie rage against IldLlaba on Ids ’wife. 

He said; ** The only course for m^ eince I 
Must yield before the tnonorch of the world, 

* Bo Ct Had V, aj!^Mj™iitJ3f bj uten^hi Mdt KOhnlwtin. 

* /j, tho h'tfeib'i wntli and h\m tnitnioUfiiiW to to d«Lrojf 

Ki£bat 
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In i-a tftkfs iJiiie with tby polluted child 
Aud aIaj you absLiuefully and publicly^ 

Thtireiu pcrchanue the Sbdb will bo app€^a^d 
And earth grow pencofuL within Kibul 

Would ilaro to strive with SlIid or fool bU maeo J 
Sind 13 kilt sank down lioforo him imd considered. 
Tlioti liaTing hit on nn expedient, 

For aha was .*4111! wd iinJ aubtla, eamo bo for u 
Tbfl fliinlikfl ting witli ibltled anuB and gnid : — 

Hear but one word from m% tben dii thy wilL 
If thou bii&l wt^tb to purchase life bestow it, 

And know thou tlmt this night is big with fata 
Ybl though night seeuielh long 'twill pusa, and 
earth 

Bo like a signot-rlng of BadakbsbiiiL* 

Mihmb replied ^ **No old wives* tales to warriDra 1 
^a.y what ihou know'st and use all means fur life. 

Or also array thee In the rube of bIiK>d.^ 

She said: There is oo noefl of that, great king E 
But I iuiiat go to Sim to draw ihis sword 
And to appeal to him in fitting termii^ 

For wisdom k tho esrok when speech k raw^ 

To labour fur our Hvess m my part, thine 
To hnd the presenUi and eniruBt to me 
Thy hoarded wealth*'* 

" Hem k the key^*" he tsaid, 

** One must not always grieve at spending treasuria 
Prepare slaves, horses, thronea, and casques to go. 
We yet may save our country from the danios 
To shine though fadofl now/' 

Sindukht replied: — 

If thou dctiircst life hold treasure cheap- 
While I avert the danger thou muat use 
No harshnesfl toward my chil d- My greatest care 
TIum is her life; give me a pledge for that* 
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I fiOTB not for tn^'solf; nJl my eooootn 
And traviiQ are for hor.^ 

Sho took hiA ple^lge^ 

Tlioo boldly faced the dongnrp clnd herself 
All in hrociide of gold with pcark and Jewels 
About bor headi and from the tJneaeuiy look 
Three hundred thousand piL^c^s ob a krgeBs, 

They brought forth thirty sieoAn of Arab st^iek 
Or Poreian with their silv^om equipage> 

And silly slaves with golden torques, each hearing 
A gohlen goblet brimmed with camphor* musk. 

Gold, turquoises, imd jewels of all kindp; 

One hnudrecl fomalc camels with rod haiTp 
One hundred baggago-Tnules; a crown of Jewels 
Fit for a king, with armlets, torquns, and earrings; 

A throne of gold like heaven, all inlaid 
With divers sorU of g^ma, the width ihcreof 
Was twenty royal cubits and the lio^ht 
The stnlure of a noble horgeinan; lastly 
Four mighty Indian elephants to bring 
Bales full of wearing-fitufls and carpeting. 
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Hittr *Silia SindvJdU 

The treasures having been despatched sbe mounted 
In warrior^gutsOp swift os a lightning-floshi 
Aiisniiied a Riiman helm and rode a steed 
Aa swift os wind, approached SeIui^b court unknown 
And bade tho officers annomice her thus 
** A n envoy frotii Kabul hath come to seek 
The mighty chief the hero of ZiLbuI. 
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ClwrgEiil with 0 moBsago from MLhnUj to Siiio^ 

The wiimor of the world 

The chaiuborlam 

Wont to tell SiiTTi, who f^rantod jkuilieDceH 
Smdukht dismounted^ hastod to tlio chief 
And kis 3 jod the ground, with praieos of the Shah 
And of the ohlef of puladms. The laigosSp 
Tho slaves^ the hotfies, and the olepbants 
Stretched iVoiri the gato two inilaa. She oftered all 
To Siini^ who sat there diii£ed+ like one boinused. 

With folded vkTum and drooping head. Tie thought 
** Come foumlfi envoys fioin so rich a ootmtiy 7 
If [ accept tho Shiib will bo displcMed; 

If I decline then ZjjI will lie ehagrinod 
And Hap his wings about like the Simtirgh." 

He raised bis head and said: ^ Aii for those goodfl. 
These alavea and elephants caparisoneil, 

Go give them to Zdl's tTBaHarer 3^ preaeiits 
Sent by the Boanty of Kabullauht" 

Then fairj-fELced Sindukht essayed to spoak. 
Rejoicing that her offerings were accepted 
And all hail endcKl well Three of her handmaidsH 
With iflol-faoee. tall as cyprasaes 
And fair ns jasmine, bearing each a goblet 
Which brimiiiad with pearls and rubies, poured thorn 
out 

Li one promiscuous shower hefuTe the chieftain. 

This done and strangera gone she said to Silin — 

'*Thy counsel maketh old folk young* Thou tescliest 
The mighty wisdom^ who through theo illume 
The world. Thou hfist sealed up the htmd of lU 
Anil ojjcued with thy tncice the way of God. 

Mihnib, if any, was to blame, and he 
Is weeping btoc^. What have our people done 
Tliat thou must tpjsc Kiibul! They only livn 
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To do thy h^WsIovei of the very dust 
Fpon thy feet. Fear Him who hath oreatod 
Both mind and nugbti bright Venus Mid the Sun. 

Ho wooLd not oountetiAnGe such aoU from thee: 

Gird not thy loins for hloodahodi" 

Srim replied:—- 

** Come tell me what I ask and palter not. 

Art thou the slave or gonsoit of Mihrab, 

Whoi^e daughter ZiU liath seenf Tell niO that I 
May judge her worthinegs, her mind and tempoTp 
Her facOp hair, sLatunit lookflp and iinderatnnding— 

Whatever thou host noted tell mo all" 

SIndukht replied to Mm: *'0 paladm. 

The chief of pdadinSp the warriora" stay I 
First swear an oath whereat the land shall quhke 
That thou wilt never injure mo or mme. 

1 have a palooep wooJtJi, and mighty kindred* 

First reassure me and 1 will reply 

In hope to win thy favour, nod will send V. »j 

Our hoarded treasures to Ziibul.'* 

Sam grasped 

Her haml and took the oath, on hearing whiebp 
And marking that hia Hpeeeh and pledge were frank, 

She khised the ground, then rose ami told him all j 
My race is from Zahhik, O palailin I 
Spouse to Mihrilbi that ardent warrior^ 

Am X, and mother of moon-faced EucUhfti 
Of her o'er whom Ziil ponmth out bis soul. 

We and mrr kin before all-holy God 

Blosa nil night long the Shdhp and theo. and Zdl. 

I coino to know thy will, and how then boldest 

TJs in Kabul If wa be bod by ram 

And Einntira oil unBt for rule, behold 1 

I stand before thee aorrowmg* Slay thou 

WTio should be slain and bind who should be bounijL 
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Hut Its for all tha goiJlloss of Kabul 

Barn not their hearU nor turn their days to durk^ 

ness," 

The paladin on beorinp saw in her 
A woman of counsol fvnd of ardent soul. 

With cheeks lika spring, in height a cypresB-tree, 

With recd-liho waist and pheasant's gait, fie said 
'■ My pledge ahnll hold although it cost my life. 

Live safely and rajokiog fit Kabul 
With all thy kindred. 1 assent that Ziil 
Shall wed Riidibtt. Though our race is other 
Than yours, yet yc doflarfo the crown and throne; 

Tiro world so waggeth and no shame to us; 

Wo cannot strive against the Almighty Maker, 

Who doth whftto'er He willeih in such wise 
That we am over crying out; * Ah me !' 

v.atu One is Gxakod and another humbled. 

And while one faxoth weU another quaketh. 

The heart of one is furnished by his inerenao. 
Another's mimshed by bis poverty. 

But after all iho end of both is dnat^— 

The element that alayelh every mcc. 

I will eiert myaalf on thy behalf 
Because of thine appeal and bitter cry. 

And have alrciidy written to tho Shah 
A letter with the plaint of one in pain. 

And Znl hath gone with it. Hath gone: nay ratbor 
Hath flovm 1 He saw no saddle when he mounted. 
And then hU roadster’s hoofs saw not the ground 1 
The Shiih will smile and gtvo a gracious answer. 

For this bird’s fosterling is out of heart; 

He Rtandeth in the mire made by his tears. 

And if his sweetheart is iw foud as he is 
Their Hkins will never hold them. Prithoo now 
Let me behold the Dragon’s child, just once. 
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Oil thide dwn terms. The sight m$.y weigh widi 
mo 

If both hor IcHjki and looks comniond thoroselveB " 

She ilhswotocI: ** If the palodiii will glmddon 
Hifl bIato, let him you olisafe to viiut her; 

Her hood mil reach high hcaYon- If to KuUul 
We hrhig a kiiig like ikm, wa will present 
Our I5ve« AS aflferings-" 

She saw \m amilci 
Anri that all hite wita rooted froto his heart 
As ho replied t ** Bo not oonoeToed; this matter 
WQl shortly tum out to thy wislL" 

SimlukJit 

Then asking leave withdrew^ and went awaj 
In full oontent, her cheeks like gems for joy. 

She cent a lusty courier like wind »s 

To tell Mihrslb: Be easy in thy mind, 

Bejoice and make thee ready for a jgiiest, 

1 follow quickly/' 

Next day, when the euu 
S hot up and heads awoke from drowiuneEM^ 

Saluted as the Moan of noble dames^ 

Sindukht proceeded to the court of SAm, 

Did him obelBAnoe, spake with him at large, 

And asked permission to go heme rejoieing 
To tell Mihnib about tbo now-iiiiuie league. 

And get all ready to receive their guest. 

StVm said t "Depart and toll him ovei^thing" 

They chose choice gifu for htir and for Mihreibp 
And for Rudaba too—that lovesome maid. 

Slim gave Sfndiikht withal aU that wm hb 
Within Kabul of pala«^ and gnidens, 

Of tilth, milch eattio, carpets and apparel. 

Then took her hwid, te-swore hb oath imd said 
" Be happy at Kabul, and few no foe/' 
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With fnvoiiriiig pole MtKm's facfl Agaio 

Grew bright, and she went homeward with her tTMO. 


i?0MT %iSi wnrei ff* AHnU^hthr rriih Lefta^ 

Now heAr^oii bow ZlU fared with Minikbihr— 

TLflt favourite of fortune. No wa arrived:— 

" Ziil, aoTi of Sam the cavalier, bath oomo." 

The nobba wont to weloomo bitn. On rcaehiug 
The Qourt be had an aiidioDce and did boTnago, 
Remaining with hii« face upon the gromid. 

Ttie kind Sludi'a heart waa won; be tjade to puigo 
Zal'a face uf dual and flprinklo bim with musk, 

And, when the welUKsloved appreaobed the throne, 
Inquired: Bow didst thou fim) tdid wind and dujt 
On thy hard joumeyp child of paladins ?" 

ZiU auBworod: "Through thy Grace *twas more 
than well; 

” Thfiii ttimesb every tronhle to deltghL" 

The ShiLh then took Stim's latter, read and sniHed, 

" Thou hast marcaseii an ancient grief of mmep” 

Uo said. for thy fatbor s touching letter^ 

Which ancient SiItd bath written in his trouble^ 
Although the matter baLh much grieved my hcArt, 

I am resolved to think of it no motot 
And will perform and carry out thy wish. 

Since that is all to thoo | but tony here 
While? I dolibernto on thine affairs." 

The cooks brought in a service all of gold 
Whereat the king of kings sat down with Ztd, 

And ordered all the ehieftaioj to partake 

The feast The eating done, they served the wino 

Within another throne-room, and that over 
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Ziil mountoil on hiss dturgKjr with gold trappings. 

And so dopartrng pleased Lke liroloiig night 
With much to think mid Ulk &]>iiiuL At dnwn 
He citme with girded Itytm to Mindcibihr 
Of gloiiouR Grnce, who gave hiin salutatbn 
And pfEkised him privily whoa bo had gone. 

The command^ that tlia arohLnHgas, 

Tho Doblea, wiae ihbh, and astrologers, 

Should tneat at his high thrane and road the stars. 

They met and Ubnurod for three days and then 
Announced: ** Wo havo peniaed tlio drcUng sky 
And this is what the stars prognosticate 
* No stagnant pool i» hero. There will arise 
Frotn S.im"g mn and the daughter of Mlhnib 
A hero full of prowess and fair fanio- 
His life will Ik 0 prolonged for centuries ; 

Ho will have strongth^ renown, and Groce, pluck, brains. 
And thews, and not a peer in tight or foasU 
Whoro^er his ehorger's ociat shall run with sweat 
The liver of hiB foemen shall run dry, 

'The eagle will not soar nUiye his helm; 

Naught will he reck of chiefs luid tnen of name. 

He will be tall in stature, great in mighty 
Will take the lion with his twisted lasso, 

Will ronat whole onagers upon llie fire. 

Will make the air weep with his scimitar, 

Will he the ticlted servant of the Shiha 
And shelter of the horwnien of fnim* 

Then said the exalted Sblh: " Beware that jo 
Dbclose to none what ye have told to me," 
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§ ^ 

Hok' th^ Arrlimnig^ qu^imttd Zdl 

The Shfih cuCod ZA\ prove him by lumi qiiestiOTA. 
The shrew^d archmAges And the rom of lore 
Sat In full conclave, and exaniined him 
On many inatteis vfliled in mystoTy- 
One Aflked that man of insight, wit, and knowledge 
What are the dozen cyprefiBea erect 
la all thdr bravery and lovelincsB, 

Each one of them with thirty booghi bodookt— 

In PerBiA never more and never lesa ?“ 

The tiacond eaid: ** O noble youth i explain— 

What are thoee two Btoeds moving rapidly: 

A_h crystal bright is ihia one of the twain 
And that one sahle aa a pitchy rea ; 

They gallop at their utmoat speed and strain 
Each one to catch the other, but in vain T" 

The third said ihust What are the thirty men 
Who ride before their king in order meet 
And seem but twenty-nine to theOp but when 
Thou eoantest thorn their number h oomplote 
The fourth inqmried: ** Wbut is the meadow-land^ 
Where streams abound and herbage groweth strong. 
To which a fierce num eomclb, in whose hand 
There is a scythe, a sharp one and a long; 

He oatteth all the grass lioth green and dry, 

And if thou criost bcareth not thy oiy* T* 

Wlxal are those cypreasea—a lofty pair— 

Like reeds above a sea wlioee watars heave,^ 
Another asked, •" and what bird nesteth there 
On this at nionking^ ami on that at eve 1" 

The bird ileparteth and the leaves turn pale, 

Tho bird arrive th and they musk exhale. 





In Jill their veninro iMjtb are seoa 
Together^ hut Qm iei^, the other green.* 

The msctb said: ** On a mouatain I dei^i^iec) 

A city thiit wnfi stmnglj fortifieiL 
The citiaeDs, tboiie men exceed lug vUe, 

Preferred thereto a thonibtake on the waste; 
And there m monarahi or as sahjeot^ placed 
A town with bitildings liftod to the skits. 

The memory of the city now hath gone. 

*Tis not flocounted of by any one; 

But some djiy fluddenly the earth will quake^ 

The country vanish from the sight of men, 
RemeinVuanee of the oity will awake. 

And Long regret posseea the eitizozL 
Now look behind the veih explore the worde, 

And if thou CMwt the semt Bcnse iinfold« 
Pefilare U h^re in presence of the lords, 

And maka the purest mask from grimy rognlA* 
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Zill for a while remained absorbed in thought. 
Then shook his plumage, spread his wings, a 
answered:— 

^First as to those twelve cjpressea which mar 
Themselves, with thirty boughs upon each tree: 
They are the twelve now moons of evoiy 

lake new-made momtTGhs, thronoil in majeety. 
Upon the ihirtiLih day its oourao is done 
For oach^ thus our rovnlviEg periods run* 

Thou spookest of two ohwgora* blnnk and white, 
WbJeh like Arjirgashos-p go flashing by i 
These too are petiodst and in tbqir flight 
Porsuu eaah other unremitlingly 
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Thu lwd that pttAs ai-o Digbi and 
Thu puluSCH of the aky aro rockonod so ^ 

They nuver oateh oaeb oihet they 
But follow as a honTid pursiioLli proy. 

. 3ja Agiiin, thou i^kefit of tho thirty mua 

That rWo before their king in order moot. 

And seaiD to thoo m tweaty^nino, but wlion 
Thou iDountcast the in their nii ui ber is compiute. 

They ftro tho phaiKHj of tho moon; one night 
A pLosa from time tu time eluduth sighL 

UtiEheatho wo now the hidden eeneo oppressed 
By two td;l cypresses, a bird und nest. 

The darker limb of beaTon is opposed 
With Aries to Libra in the height; 

1 lienoe till tho reign of Pibcos hath been closed 
Tho aecendcml limb b thnt o( gloom and night. 

Each lofty oyprose-tree denomth om 
Of the^ two limbs whieh enn^ our smiled imd 
The bird which iliutlfc Twist them is the sun— 

OcdLsion to tho world of hopes and feam.^ 

Agum^ tha oity buUt upon the mount 
Ik our long home, the fieunu of our acuouiit. 

This Wajsido Inn uieaut by Thornbrake town. 

At ouco our pJuasurei treasure^ poin and woe : 

It reckouL^th each breath drawn heiio below 
And both asaltoth us and caste ch down, 

1 I'atiliiif mSiJb modepi] twlratuomicja mliuBA Itia Idea nfifmi nrjmc- 
w||f^4i0 faUiiwA; tbwikjf, 4 u rfll^neiiintDd hf tba mgnrn c*f Iho 
la dirUl^^^± a lEgiiter and a darfctir pUrtiiKi ot “ lElnh **; Uip lii^l itur, 
aiMl Smmiiurp being nerptroented ihn SSgiii from Afies iJ 
Virga^ ftiid tlus ilnrlsrr, AalDmi] and iViMoi-, bj tt™* fttwii IJbra 
PJadfta. m 'Ulmba ' aro altemarfrlj fflom or left* la a^danca, whUo 
th£ mu ia ouatfiaaaLEj from one '^hmh " Us tbo otbEin Tbo 

deabla aavoaation pi tight aiwt ilarlmtiaa Jj Ibuj acMLinfcr^d fur; Lhpt 
df Iho lighter pud shirker raaEoci of tho hf the vt 

the iky, apd thae nJ day iibi| nl^lii bj Iha at tba lun. The 

former Itllol iiiaii*i d«atiay, Lhp Iflittr oldeUy iafliMiELnufl b]i daily 
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A atorm urifieth, aartli'n foimdntions rjiuUco, 

Extorting from tlie world a bitlar or/; 

We laftTu OUT toils bdiinil ub in the bmko 
And seek the oit/ that Is built on high. 

WhiiTa WB liuve toilod imothor hath the goiti. 

But not for ever: ho will not riMnaitL 
Twos always so; to look for ohango is Tain, 

If our pfoviiiion tw ao kojjourpd ntunB 
Our fiouls will be ou thftl luaeounl held dear, 
l^iit if wti do tliQ dtiode of greod amd ^dmnie V. it 1 

Thfkt will, when wo have bteathod out kjit, appecLr. 

AlLieit wo haFG mlsed to Saturn hera 
Our Tnanaion wo sliftll have ai alitoud instead, 

Xo more. The dust and bricks close o'or out head 
And all [s ooustemation, awe. and feat. 

As for the meadow-land^ and him whose keen 
J^jcytho is a tertor both to i^reen and dry. 

Who uutteth all alike^ both dry and greon, 

And if thou eriest hcaroth not Lhj cry— 

Time is the mower; we are like the swath ^ 

The gnmdsire and the grandHOD are the mme 
To hini^ not making young or old his aim, 
liut chfiaing eauh that oometh in bis path 
The tise and process of the world are so s 
No iiiother's son is bom unless for deatL 
By this door wo airrivo^ by that we go. 

And time meanwhile liCcoiiuteLh every breath/* 
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When Ziil hod thus expounded all the ridilles 
The crompany both wondered and rejoieod,^ 

\Vhilc Miniichihr , glad - hearted , cried : Well done I * 
He had forthwith a banq ^ uet.-hall prepared . 
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As ’twore tbo iBOi^a at fiiU, and thuj quaffed 
Wine till th& nigbt feU, and Llie rev oilers" beads 
£k>c:!ame bcojused. Thun At the pt^rtol ny^ 

Shouu for tbe st^edsr and j^lonous in their eup 
1'ho warriors grasped hands and Tfcnt their ways. 

Xow wben tbe nimsbEiie atirtiuk ilie niouiitAin-u>[j!; 

T 213 And when tbe cMeh awoke, ZiiL, ready-girt 
And lion-like, appronobed the royal presenen 
For loATO to hie him home, and thus bo smd:— 

” M j graoioufl ioitl I I long to see foeo^ 

Since 1 havei kissed tbe footings of tbj throne 
Of ivoiy tby Graeo And orown lUiune 
Mj heart*" 

Tbe Sbikh said ; Y oittbiiiJ warrior! 

Tbou njiiflt bestow npon ns still one day* 

Then j'camest for tbe dunghter of Uihrdb 
And not for Sipi.*' 

He bado to C4iiTy ^ongs 
With Indian bells and clarions to the ground, 

And all the warriors went forth rejoicing 
With lances, Tnoecs, and artillery* 

They Look their bows and poplar shafts and kt 
A mark stand for the ftio. 'ITiey wheeled and showed 
Their barsamanship with mace, sword, shaft, and lanco. 
While from a height the SbAb, senn or nnseen 
Ey them, observed tbelr skill, but never saw 
Or beard of horaenianship like There atood 

Upon the ground on anoient tree, 7M took 
His briWp urged on bis steed, and raised his name 
By striking that tall troo and piercing it 
FuU in tlio crentre with the royal shaft* 

Then certain of the jflvfllin-men took bucklers 
And ejtercised with do\iblo-hoail<>d darts, 

Ziil bode his Turkman Blave bring shields of hide. 

Drew himself up and urged his steed dung* 
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Then dropperl liw bow, took bJa own jaTslin 
And inivdo now sport. He stmek iind pkrcofl tlmo aJiidds 
Ami flung them to ono nide in high disdaiiL 
Tho Shjih Kaid to the chiefs: ' lYknl mightj umn 
Will oballenge him to pro^^ hh weight in aombat 1 
He Imth knookoii dust out of two-headed darts 
Atid lyrows.'' 

Then tbo vramors doimod their umil 
With wrathM hearts and cnrisea on their tongues. 

They pricked forth to the eombai bearing speara 
With heads of tampered steeL Zol Uiged his atoed. 
Made the dual fij, and, when the hnttJe jomed, 

Seli^eted from the test a cavalier 

Of fame and high estate at whom ha eharged. 

The warrior ttinied and BefL Zid, loopaifd-Uko, 
Enjergiog from the dtist, seized on his belt 
And took him from hw saddle with such eaise 
Thftt both the Sbih and army were ftstonnd. 

The ohiuhi exekirtiing: Wono will see hk [K*er/‘ 

The Shilh said: ** Itny ho over be Lhua ardent. 

The mother of the mim that darotb him 
To hattlfi will wear monniiDg for her son. 

The lionesses hear Dili one eo brave. 

So brave . . , he must he olnsfled with crocodiks J 
And Sdtn is l»l<3SBd indeed to leave the work! 

Such a momoiial.” 

He praised the yontU, 

xVs did the famous warriors. Then they wontp 
With girded loins and casques upon their heads, 
Ti>ward the pulaco where the Shdh prepared 
A robe of honour that asLotikhod all 
The ohieftaius, with a precieoa crown and thruno 
Of gtildi with armlets, torques, and goldeu girdles, 

Rich robes, filaves, steeds, and other ihiugH of worth. 
And gave the whole to Ziil, who kuseetl the earth. 
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Atmt^ Ui Sdn\^§ 

V, 314 TI10 Slmh tbcn wj-Qta a v&iy gmtiioiig icitor 
Tu Sdm: “JCoDownL^d ttnd ynlmiit paleidiD, 
hi ftU oiLLprisa victoriouB like » lion. 

Anil peerlc^ m tbe sijjlit of turning boaven 
for foast^ for ligbt^ for couiisel itnJ for favourJ 
Tljot gluriotiii aon of tbinfr—brii^^o JSiil —ai wbom 
Tbe Jioa is agLant in battle-lido. 

Tbo bravo aocomplbihed warrior aud borscntau 
Of lasting fame, hath cotuo. and I. on loaming 
Thy wishes and his longings, grunted him 
All hill doEdras, and count up+m his having 
A long aud glorions life. Should leopard-huntors 
Hava other issue than the strong-clawed lion ?" 

Exalted o*or tho loat and in high favour 
Zftl sent to Ssiiu bo say: “ I loft the Sliab 
With all that I could wisb—a royal roho 
Of honour, crowns. torqucB, anulota, and a throne 
Uf ivoiy^ and mu coining with all speed, 
ily bving, glorious siro 1 

SAin gladdened no 

That his hiw head grew young- He hurried off, 

A horsonian to Ktilml to tell Mihnib 
\ * jf5 Tho klndnesa of the Shdh which hod produced 
Such joj, and added: *' After Zal s return 
W0 will set out lo pay theg emr respHots.” 

The measengcr sped forth Mihnib on hearing 
So joyed to make Kabul's Sun his aiSna 
That through his jay the dead returned io lifo 
And agtd heads grew young. They Buniuionedminiitrels^ 
And one biul said that all poured out their souh 
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With ginning lipfl itnd joyful btsikrt he 
High-bora Siudukht and boaming s*ii3 t,o her:— 

My eonisortj whose ^vice U prosporoafi I 
Thy oouiisbI hath illiniied our glnoniy dwelling. 

Thou Imflt Inld hand upon a sprout wkerotij 
The m anarchs of the world will do ohciBance, 

Since thou hast ordered mutters from die hist 
TTiine be it ako to accomplish tbcui. 

Mj treasury b all at thy disposal 
For whnt Is ueeded—throuci or erowa^ or wouIlIl'^ 
Sindnkht on this withdrew aad gave her daughu-r 
The nows, and joyful hopes of seeing ZdL 
She said: “ Thy ohoico of partoer m most fit, 

Aud UiCii and wgineiiH haWBoeirer strict, 

TiVill sec good oauso to let their atrioturca eeasc* 

Thun hast sped quickly to thy honrtk desire/* 

Riidiiba uaBwored: ^ Consort of the kingt 
Thou inorit^t die praise of every one. 

1 Tnako the dust upon thy feet my pdlow, 

And order niy roli^on by thy teaching. 

May eyes of Abrimftns be far from thee, 

Anri bo thy heart and soul the house of feastitig/' 
Siudukht on hearing ttua bedecked the palace, 
Arrayed the hall like jocund Parailise, 

Mixed wine and musk and ambergriB and sprearl 
Gold-broidcred carpets, fiome in woven with emeralds 
And others patterood out in luattoiis pearlB; 

Each several pearl was like a water-drop. 

She placed a golden throne within the hall 
So do they use in Chfm The tracery 
Was all of gems with carvings intorsperseiL 
Tho feet were jflwdlcd; "twas a royal throne 
And very splondld. She arrayed Rdduha 
Like ParadhsCi wrote m her many a chann 
Anil seated her, allowing nano to enter 
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Witbin thjit ohamber arabasqued with gold*^ 
KiibuIkLiif] wo^ dight m festal tprimp 
All colour^ fic^nt, and weakh. They hoiifled tba 
Of tho elapbjints with noh broeado of Rum 
Aad Beate^l od them mirLetfek wemEig erowm 
Alt wfta prepared for wolooming the fpieets 
And all the ilaves worn mamnioned to strew musk 
And fipicory, to put down fura and sUks, 

To fling dovm gold and musk, and ^priukle round 
Wine and ro^^-water on tho dusty gronncL 


S i8 

H\}K came 

Ziii sped like binl on wing or skip at em 
And all that heard of hia approach wont out 
To wolcozno him with joy, Tho psdaco rang 
With shouts I Zdl hath succeoded luul returned/' 
Slim met him joyfiiUy and held him claso 
V. 217 Embraced, When Zill bad dUengagiad bimHelf 
Hu kUaed the ground anil told his nows. Anon 
Sdm. seated on Ms apleudid ilirono with Zal, 
BLithe-heartod and in great content, began 
To tell about, the matter of Sinduthh 
And kept bia countenam^e: ** A woman named 
Sindukht brought me a message from Xabuh 
And mailo me promise not to be her foe, 

1 granted al l that a bo was pleased to ask— 

First that the future monarch of Zabql 
SbiiH hare tho Beauty of Kabul to wife. 

And next that, wu will go and lie bar guesta 
To hofll all sores. Now abo barb sent to i^ay 

^ WbcTfl fbB Imcl OOP? ’/AL 
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* All LMdgs iLfe reariy, Aasntod und ludortieil* 

VVbat imNwer shall va fwiiJ high-boni Mihriib T' 
Then ZeU blusiheil mbj-red from hRftd to fool 
With sudden joy, sind siiid t ^ 0 paladin ■ 

If it 56em good to thee eend on the troopis 
And lot os follow and dbciifis the matter." 

Slim smiled al Zil, aware of his diifiirep 
Foe he could talk of nothing but Buddha, 

And got no sleep at nights for thinking of her* 

Sdm bade to sannd the gong? and Indian L^elk 
And httTO prepared the rojsJ tent-^closuro^ 

He sent a uamoleer, a valiant man, 

To advertisa the lion-liko Mibrdb:^— 

'‘The chieftain is upon hia way with Zill 
And olaphants and troops oseorting thcin.*' 

He went with speed and told Mihiah, who joyed: 
His cheeks gre^ rtiddy as the oeruifi-blcKm 
He Bounded tmiupetB, mounted kottledmmi, 

And furnished forth hia army like the eye 
Of chuntioleer. Huge elejibonts ami miastrsbi 
Made earth a Paradise from end to etuL 
WhaL with tho many flags of painted silk 
Of divers eoloutfi, sound of pipes and harps. 

The blast of tniiupctfi and the din of gongs, 

Ooo would have eaid: ^ It is a festival, 

The Resuiraotion or tba Lost Great Hay,' 

Thus went Mihnib till ho onoountered Stim. 

Flo then dismounted nnd approached on foot. 

That pakdin of pidadins enihnieed him 
And asked if all were well Mihnib began 
To coniplimGnt both ham and Zah then like 
The new moon rising oW the moiintain-topa 
Ho Tnoimtcd hui fleet steed and fsot a crown 
Of gold and jewda on the head of 
Convoising of the past they icoclied Kabul 
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What with the lAting of Indian liollfl, the (sounda 
Of lyre end harp and pipo, one would have flai[]:— 

Hie cooffl and doom make muajo. Times are changed * 
The horseu' manes and forelocks ran with safh^oD 
And mtisk. TTion with three hundred female alayes 
With gilded loinSp each with a cup of gold 
Wliich brimmed with musk and geinB; Sindukht ap¬ 
proached* 

And all blessed SAm and showered forth the jewels* 
Each person present on that happy day 
Had treasure to the foIL Skm ainilod and asked 
“ How long wilt thou conceal Riiditba thus T' 

Sfnduhht replied: If thou would5t see tho Sun 
What is my fee I ** 

SAm answered: “What thou wilt: 
^ly treasures, crown»throne^ conn try—all are thincL^ 
They sought the ohamtior amhesqued with gold, 
Whore all was jocund Spring, and ^m^ entranced, 
Stnxck dumb, and dazzled, ’liew ed the moon-faced maid. 
At L\sl he said to ZAl: “Thau hioky youth I 
God greatly helped thee when this glorious Sun 
Set her aifoatinns on thy face. Thy Cboica 
Is chnico indeed 1 

By SAm^fl deidro MihrAh 
Approached to execute the legal contract. 

They placed the happy oonple on one Lhrone 
And scattered emeralds and oaruelians* 

FI^ enronot was wrought of grjld and his 

Of royal gems. MihrAh produced and road 

The inventory of his daughter's dowry 

Till one hud cried: “ TU more than ear can hear."^ 

SAm was oonfounded when he realised 
The Ireasun^p and invoked the nnme of God. 

Then hall and city rovollod for a week, 

Hie palace was a Paradise in rapturoRr 
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And neither Z4l nor ooral-Iipperi RtJjfldhii V. san 

Slept fur ti iicnniglit eith£>r or night; 

Then going to the po^lAce from the hall 
They Apent three weeks m Joy, while aU the nobler 
With aruiluLs on stood ranked etit^de. One month 
Elapgod and Sdm departed to Sistdn. 

ZtU spent ft happy week in getting ready 
Steeds^ howdahs^ litters; for Ruduba'a use 
A ourtfttned coudhp Sindokhtp MDinib, and alJ 
Their kin set off first fur SistaUp glad-hearted, 

With minds at eiM^e and lips all praisa to Cod, 

Who giyeth good, and there arriveil triumphant, 

Tlliiminatiug earth with joy and laughter. 

Sam hud a feast prepnreil. Three days were spent 
In revelling, then while Sfndnkht remained 
Mihr^b returned attended to Knhnl, 

While Sam gave np the realm to Jidl and led 
His army westward 'gainst the KaigasarB^ 

With Baunting flag and favouring augiiiiois. 

“ 1 go,^ said he, " beoatise those fields are mbe. 

Though not men's hearts and eyes. I have the patent 
From AlinduhLhr. ' Have and enjoy," he said, 
t fear me that the rjiisureanls will rebel, ^ 

The diva alM>ve all of Milasndanm. 

I giva to thee, O Z^il I this state, thifi realm, 

And glorious orowm" 

Silm of tlie single blow 
Departedj leaving Zi’J upon the throne, 

A happy husbemd holdiog festivile, 
iVnd when ildddba sat beside her spouse 
He placed a crown of geld upon her brows^ 
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Th* Sfofy 0/ m Birfh of IhiAtam 

Ens long* tbe noble Cypress was in beariDg, 

Delightsome Spring grew sore, her heart wets aad. 

She wept blood for tho burden that she bore. 

Gone was her eereis^blncimj her cbcjaks wore saflron, 
Sfndukht said unto her ^ " Life of thj mother 1 
Why hast ihou grown so wan!" 

RudiLba answered 

** By night and day 1 cry for help. 1 lie 
Bleopleas and withered Uke a living eorpBe. 

Mv time hath come but not deliveraare" 

Dnlil that oanie she lacked both rest and sleep. 

One would have said: “ Bor skin k stutfbd with stonas 
Or iron." Kow one day she swooned, and shrieks 
Rose from the hulk of ZlIL Smdukht bewailed, 

Pluokcd out her raven tresses musk-porfumod 
And tore Iier face- Then one announced to Zid 
The leaves have withered on thy lofty Cjprnas" 

And he with tearful cheeks and strioken heart 
Approached tho eouoh whereon Riidaha lay. 

The female slaves were tearing out their hair 
Unveiled with tearful faces. Thou occuned 
A thought to Ztil which easod him of hk angukh— 

Tho plume of tho SimurgL^ Ho sniding told 
Slndukht, thou brought a censor, kindled fire 
And burnt some of the plume* The air grew dark 
An d that iinperious bjid swooped down—a Cloud 
Whose drops were pearls ^ * ■ pearls, say 1, rather peaea.^ 
Zal did obeisance long and praised her much. 

She thufl addressed him; “Wherefore k this grief. 

This moisture in tho mighty Lionk oyc f 

i Of yp. aj 5 . 24 S. 
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Trotii this mDOD^rncEid tiad ailTcr-biifioiiifid CjrpresB 
Will come fk imbla 'bulie. The rnighly lion 
Will kiafl thfl duet. u|)nn Ixis feet. Ko cltitui 
Will ddro to }ta6s nbove him. WTicn he sbotiteth 
The pard will split its akin and jjnaw iti: pawa. 

Tho warriora that see hU whlazing' maee. 

His chest, his ariPfl aud neck, will hear his totUB 
With quaking hearts, steel-eaters though thoj be 
And gallant fighters; for this child will povo 
in counsels and in rode ft weighty biiin. 

In height a cypress-troe, in wrath a lion* 

In strength on elephant, and fillip briets 
Two miles, ttin hirth wiU not bo natural. 

So wnicth Ho who giTolh gnod. Bring thou 
A blue-stoel do^or, flcek a cunning man. 

Bamuso the lady firat with wine tr* case 
Her pain and fear, then let him ply hta craft 
And take the Lion from its lair by piereing 
Her waist whilo all imoonafliouB. thus imbruing 
Her side in blood, and then stitch up the gash. 

Put trouble, care, and fear aside, and bruise 
With milk aud musk a herb that I will show thee 
And dry them in the shade. Hres and anoint 
Biidjlba's wound and watch her como to life. 

Rub o’er the wound mj plume. iU gracious ahndo 
Win prove a hlesaing. Let this gladden thoa 
Then go befora the Lord who hath btatowed 
This royal Treo which ever bloseomcth 
Good fortune. Be not troubled for this matter^ 
Because thy fertile Bough will yield thee firuiU 
She apake, and plucking fimm her wing a plume 
Dropped It and flew aloft, picked it up 
Anti did* O marvel t ns tho bird bad said. 

While every one looted on omazedly 

With wounded spirit and with bloodshot eyes. ^ 
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I 

Sfnduklit wepL Imrs of bliKwl ifi tarrents, infikitig i — 

How iHaU tbfl infunt imisib fortb Llmjiigli the aide ? 

There came m amhiiJifigo^ iJiie deft of ImDrl, 

Who made the moon-fagcd datue hemiifled with iruie. 

ThcD pierced her ade while she wm all unentiaflious, 

And having tnmefi the mfiint^s head aright ^ 

Delivered her iininjiiredl. None had Been 
A thing f?o KtraJige- Tlie babe was like a lion. 

A hero Liill imd fair to look upon. 

Both nifln and woman wondered at him^ nono 
Had beard of such an olophantina chili ^ 

A daj and night the mother lay osleepi J 

Bemufiedt imeonscicufiL They the while Bowed up % 

The wound and eoaed the angiiiah with the dresaiDg. 

When ahe awoke and whieporod to Sindukht 
They show'ored gold and jewnla over her 

And prakod tho Almighty, Thtm they brought the babe ; | 
To her^ extolling him oa heaventji j* 

Tho first day thou hadst called him twelve inonthe old— 

A Tsry heap of lilies tniiod with tiilipa. ^ 

The lofty Cj^ross Hiiilled upon the Ifabo, A' 

Perceived in him the Grace of king of kinge. jjk 

And^ 1 am iniignlfied,"' she said, *' and grief ■ 

la over” Jji 

So they narnod the infant Rustamu” ^ 

They inudo of silk a horolet the siaDQ • * 

Of that uDj 9 ueklcd*Lion, stoiliiig it 

With Bable'a hair and limning Sol and VoauB 

Upon the obeeko, with dre^on^ on the arina. 

nApd on tho liondfi a lion*a elawsL Beneath ^ 'Jmi 

The arm thero was a spear, mace in one hand 

An d bridle in tho other. They aet tho pippet TB 

Upon a chestnut harsa with great attendance, S 

^ Tht word Lh Ihe Pfirvinil ntftjalw mv&ti Plliiji ” [Mublji. I 

m “ I UofiT frwU,^ lit.* " Tliera U indt to rae-** # ;i 

I 


i 




33J 


This doDo thoj sod: od first a caoidf^if 

Apoct?, sahowered drschios on those who wure in Gh&rgei 

And took the puppet maoe in hand to Saiu. 

In all tlio countiy round th^’^ held high revel* 

The ddwrt waa supplied with pipe and wine. 

Inside Kjlbul Milirilb nnjayt'd Lbn Ltdmgs 
And showered dinars upon the mondicaoLB^ 

While in Zilbul the rovollors lat together 
Without distinction as to high and low, 

But mi^cd lihe warji and woof. 

They brought the puppet 
To Slim the cavalier* who looked thereon, 

Grew glad and well content. That hero's hmr 
Stond up on end. '■ This silken thing,” said he, 

^ la just like me. If he k half this si^ 

His head will touch the »ky, his skirt the ground^ 

Tic called the Tneasenger and poured drachms o^ct 
Liiu 

Until the heap waa level with his hewL 
The drums beat in the court for joy* Sam decked 
Tho ahanipaigu like the ejo of chnntioleer 
And ailom the land of the Sagsdra 
And all Miizandonin. He hail wine brought. 

Cailod minstrels and ahowerod drachms on niondjcimts. 

A week passed and the famous chieftain wrote 
A letter like the luoads of Paradise 
To ZiiL Be offered praises Brat to tJod 
That inaLtois had turned out» happily* 

Praised Zill the lord of msec and soUnitar, 

Then coming to the ofligj of silk, 

Wiiich had a hero's neck and Grace of kingt^ 

Enjoined: ”So oborfsh him that not a breath 
May hurt IdiiL I have pmyed by day and night 
In seerat to Almighty God to show me 
A son born of thy seed and of my type. 


y. m 



^4 T-fiJS SHlfmAMA OF FlRDAUSi 

Now th&t the backs of both of us ura Etralghtencd 
We only need to pray that wo may live." 

Came like a rujihing wind Lho moK^ngor 
To Zul of ardent and exulting heart. 

Told hiju of doUght and gai?G the lettoif- 
Afl soon dkH Zail had beard those pleufeant werds^ 

Whieb caused the clear-brained hero added joy* 

He raised hh neck to touoli the azure sky. 

Thus went the world with Ziil and showed its piir|50He. 

Ten nurses suckled Eostam, for from milk 
Are alrength and constitution. Being woaned 
Hu lived on bread and flesh. He ate as much 
As five, and people turned frt^m such repasttk 
V. *37 Wheii Hu^am had attained the height oF eight ^ 

And grown a nolile Cypress or bright Star— 

A Star w'hereat the world was all agam— 
Thou‘would«t have eaidi “ "Tia valiant Silm mdeod 
In staturap wisdom, eountenanco, and rede.^ 
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/fuw Edni futne to jtm Mmtfm 

Srio hoard: “ The son of Ziil is like a lionp 
None over saw a child m Berce and stalwart ” 

His heart wjib atirrad in hiuip and he retwlvod 
Himself to ace the boy. He left in chaige 
The captain of the boat and w^ont with escort. 

Drawn by liis love, toward Zilbulistan, 

Then earth grew ebon* for Zikl heani the news, 

Bouml on the drmns and went with brave Mihr.lb 
To welcome Slim, When Zal had dropped the ball 
SbouLe of departure rose on every side. 

* If^irdAlULl C-CHM aut- Fprolfy ttio JtlnS-BDiH?. Jrfotll ** hfljl 
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Ttio miiRS.cif inon atretcliefl nut (rfini hill to hill. 

WvUi buckler after buckler rad und yellow* 

Then rniinpntwl the elepbiuit and neighed 
The Arab stood, fi¥a miles that din resounded. 

They had one mighty elephant caparijMmed 
And furnished with u golden thront?, wheroon 
Tho son of ZtU sat with his oypress-form. 

An d what * nock and shontders I entwned and girt. 
With bow and shafts in hand* and sbleld boforo him. 
S|Sni K 4 W and ranked his troops upon each side, 

Mihmb and Sim dismounUid. and the elders 
Fell prewtrato, calling bleswingH down on Siltu, 

Whose face bloomed like a roao. With glwldened heart 
He sullied to see the child w strongly huilt— 

A lion's whelp upon an olophant. 

Ho boil thorn brought just as they ware, oxiTveyed 
Tho boy thus crowned and throned, and blessed him, 
Baying 

" Live long and happily, thou nialdilesif Lion.'’ 

Then Kn.ilam kis^ Sam’s throne and, wonderful 
To tell t saluted him in this new fiehion:— 

** Great paladin I rejoica. I am thine olfsh««jt; 

Bo than my rwit. Tho tJavo of Silm am 1, 

Bui am not one for banquet, dream, and case, 

1 would have atced and saildlo, mail ami helm. 
Despatch my oouiplimenis by bolt and arrow. 

And by God’s bidding trample on fiws* heado. 

My face is like to thine, so be my connigo." 

He lighted. Sim the chieftain gmspejl hb hand 
And kissed his head and eyes, Hleanwliilo tho tymbals 
And elephants were et.ill. Tlicn full of glee 
And talk they all betook them to tho palace 
And Tovolled merrily on Beats, 

Thus resting for a inonth with harp and soi^. 

Upon the throne there sat viotarious Sam, 
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An Cask's f-paiJint tlrMijiiig fram his otowo, 

Flemkcnl bv his son anfl Riifitnm maco in hanrl,i 
On wboiu tbe gTancUirD gjiieJ ninnzedlyT 
InTohefl liim ibo naroG of Gtxl tknd tlionght!— 
With aueb a nock Jind ormA, sucrh thoisn nnil sbouldorWr 
Snob rotvl-like waiat, AUth. limplc chest and breaistp 
Such thighs like those of mighty dromedaries. 

Snob bona heart and lion-tiger might, 

Such gooflly featxiroar ne^.'k^ and GracOj ho bath 
No peer on earth " then aaid to ZiU: ** Altbongh 
Thou c^iipsLion biLck a hundred gcncmtionB, 

No one would know of dclirerod thiia. 

How could they do the thing sticcessfiiUy ? 

A thousand times may that Slmurgh be blest 
To whom God showed tho way. Now lot us ravol 
And put to night with wine the soul of care, 

For this world is a caravjmsorflii, 

Old guests depart and new one* take thHir plae(^" 

Tlioy put the wino about and grew bemuBod, 

They drank the chieftain's health, then that of Zat. 
Mihnib kept quafFing till ho thought himself 
The one mim of tho world. I do not care 
For Zdl or ho said, ” Shiih , erown+ or Grace. 

I, Rustam, and my steed Sliabdix, and sword * , * 

No dond will dare to overshadow ua. 

I will mvivo the customs of Zahhfik^ 

And make the dust, beneath mj feet pure mtisk. 

And now to find him arms." 

He spake in jest, 

And Ziil and Sim were merry at hh words. 

Siam when tho month w^as o'ori one day nt dawn 
Returned to his own throne. He j%aid to Zill:— 

** My soul l>ojnst and loyal to the Sliilhs^ 

Preferring wi^om over wealthy rofraining 
Thy hands from evil all thy yeoTB, and .seeking 
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God's wjiy frcun dsy to dny. Know thst in public 
And private also 'tis the one thing needful 
Because the world will not ahidn with any. 

Observe my redo and walk in righteous ways. 

My heoxt forebodoth that my time bath come." 

He bade his children both farewell and said:— 
"Forget not inine advice." 

Thoa In ihv. palace 

The bells rang out. and on the elephants 
The clarions blared, a* with Us gentle tongue 
* And kindly heart Silm journeyed toward the west 
His children bore him company three stages 
With minds instmotod and with toarful cheeks, 

Then Slim went on while Zdl morohed to Stsldn 
And there in lion Ru.stani'a eompany 
Spent day and niglit in bout and roveliy'. 
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It come to pass that as they spent a day 
Jd revel in a garden with their friends, 

While harp-strings ran the gamut of sweet aoimda 
And aU tb^ ebio^ wore one in rnGninient^ 

They qiiafled rfid wine from crystal TOps until 
Their heads were dazed, and then ZfJ hade his son: 

“ My child of aon-Itko Grace 1 make ready robes 
or honour for thy warriors, and ateeda 
For thoBa of high degree.’' 

So Kustani gave 

Gold, many Arab stoods caparisoned 

And other gifts, imd all went richer hom^ 

ZliK ^ bi& want wiifl. sought the bowfli", while RustJim 
Keeled to his chatniK-r. laid him down and slept. 
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Shouts rose outside bifi door; ''The chiofiiwhite 
oldpliaiit. 

Hath broken loose^ and folk are iu iX^ dpiogi^r [" 

Ho heanh *nd uiged by hiLTdihood ran forth p 
Snatched up Sum's mace and made toward the Htroet. 
The keepers of the gate opposed hiin, saying!— 

** We fear the chieftaiu, 'tis a darkBonie night, 

W 352 The olepbiuit is loose 1 Who can iipprovo 
Thy gtiing forth f " 

Wroth at tlio speaker b words 
The ruaichlesB Rustam smote biiu ou the nnpe: 

His head rolled from hSni , Rustam turned toward 
The others but they Bed the paloilin^ 

Who boldly went up to the gate oud smash cmI 
The ohaius and bolts with blows that well befitted 
Oue of such uobla uaiuOp went forth like wind 
With shouldered mace eicit.edlyt appmaebed 
The mighty beast and roared out like the sea. 

He looked and saw a Mountain bcllawing. 

The ground beneath it likn a boiling pot, 

Saw hh own nobl^ fieoing in dismayp 
Like sheep that spy a wolf, reared like a liun 
And went courageously agalnfili the beasts 
Which seeing him charged at him like a mnuBtaiu 
And reared its trunk to strikcp but Rustam dealt it 
A mace-bluw on the head; the mountiiln-form 
Cooped; Mount Bistiiu ebook to its core and tuiebled 
At oner blow vile and stroagthlces. Thus it fell, 

That bellowing elephantp while mateblefis Riifitsiii 
Went lightly to his plae# a^in and slepL 
Xnw when the sun ascended from the eaat^ 

Bright MS the checks of those whu mvi&h hearts, 

Ziil heard of Rustam% deeds, how he had knoeked 

The dust out of the roaring elephantp 

Had with a single msee-blow broken its neck 




Awl c«sl ili bidj to tbo grouxiiL He crioti:— 

Wae for tbjit migbty olophant, "whicli u&ed 
To beillov like tbo dark blue «»1 How ofieo 
Hath that strong bcut ohaiged and o'ertlirown a IiosL, 
Y^et conquer bowsoe'er it mij^bt in battlo 
My son hath, hosted U t" 

Ho satuuionod Rustam. 

Kissed him upon his head and hands and nook, 

And siudj •* 0 lion** whelp 1 thy claws have grown 
An d thou art brave indeed f Youth aa thou art 
Thou hast no peer in stature, Grace, and valour; 

So ere thy spreading fame shall thwart thine action 
Take vongeanee for the hlood of NanniiiiL 
Speed forth to Mount Sipand where thou wilt see 
A doud-capt stronghold four lei^ee squaw, whereover 
The eagle hath not soared. Tis full of herbage 
And water, gold and money, men and boasta. 

Bulb trees and busbflndmeu abound there; none 

Hath seen a pinoa like that. The All-Provider 

Hatli furnished workmen of all sorts, and fruit-trees. 

There is hut ono appromh; 'tie through a gate 

As high oa heaven, and Karimon, who boro 

The I jail from all the chiofk, approached the stronghold 

By order of Shiib Farfdun and held 

The road. The aioge wont on both night and day 

With stratagcuifi and spells above a year, 

Until the foe hurled down a rock and earth 
Possessed the jialadin no more. Tbe hqat 
Beireated to the SMh. When Biiiu was tolii 
* The Taliaiit Lion hath had tight enough; 

He wailed with growing grief, and having mournoil 
A week in angnish called the host together. 

He matched against that hold with troopu that covcretl 
The wnato and desert, and for months ami years 
fieles^ercd it in vain. None issued forth 
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And mane went b, bnt thotigh ibe gBte wfiii ihut 
So long tbfl foe Iftokad not it stalk of bay, 

And Satn forewent hia Tengeanoa in despair. 

Now lA the imifl, my son I for artifice. 

Go with a rara^an in merry pin^ 

So that tbo watchinea may not find thee out, 

And when tbon oacnpieat Mount Sipand 
Destroy those evil-doers^ root and stem. 

Since than art yet unknown liiou mayst auooood.^ 
Then Ruatani answered: “ I will do thy bidding 
And soon picsTide a physic for the nrhflL’' 

Said ZAl to him: Mj pmclent son 1 give ear. 
Don camel-driveTs’ clothes and from the plidn 
Fetch camels to make up a caravan. 

Dii^iuao thyself and carry naught but salt, 

For that is procioua there. The folk know nothing 
Of greater value. Though the castle toworeth 
Aliove its gate they have no salt to cat, 

So all will run to greet thee when they see 
Loads of it coming unexpectedly/' 
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Uoif to Mount Sipnmt 

Then Bustain made him ready for the fray, 

Coiiqealed his mace within a load of tsalt 

And ttKik somo wise and valiant men witihaL 

Me liid the arms within the camels' loads 

And merry at the artifice sped on 

To Mount Sipand. When he arrived the watchman 

Saw Kim and hastened te the eaBtellsn^ 

” A cam vanhe aaid^ " with many drivers 
Hath come, and if my lord doth ask their bnsinesjs, 
To hjo it seemoth that they gariy Bolt."' 
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The chief acnt one in hasie to loom thoij looHing, 

Who Trent like flnet to Rustam and incjnired 
O niOBtcr of the caravan 1 mform lua 
Whdt merchimdise is hidden m thy ptXQks, 

That I may go md tdl the aaitallaa 
Ami Uko hia orders,^ 

Rojstam answered him :— 

'' Gp to the noble oostellan imd mj i 
'They cany salt,* " 

The meBsengor retnmed 
And said: " They ciittJ' salt alone, my lord 1 
Tiie chief rose, glftd flJid smiling, bade hb men 
Unbar the pate and let the strangom Lm 
So battle-loving Rnfitam with his Folk 
Approached tho goto whence people hurriiKl out 
To welcome hitu. Ho kissed the ground before 
The chieftain, paid him many complimenUj 
Gave him mueb aalt and spake fair worfls all round. v. ij* 
The chieftain said to RtMLmii: "* Live for ever. 

Bo aa the siin and oa the shining luocii, 

T tmth ftceept 4 Uid thank ihea, worthy youth T 
Young Rufitam entorefi the baair imd twk 
His i?aravan, Tho people fioaktd about him ; 

One gave a robe, another gi^ld and silve^^ 

And chaffered with him unsuspeotiugly* 

At night brave Rufltam and his warriom, 

Armed for tbo fray, moile for the cyisteUan. 

^Vlio EtEOve against ihem, bnt the Matchless one 
Struck hini a nui^blow on the head, and buried 
Hifl head and crown in dusL The tidings sprciwl, 

Tho paople hosltined to oppose the foe, 

Kiglit gloomed, blades firtsbed. and earth was like the 

ruby. 

\VTiaL tt-ith tlio melby and the waves of hlwxJ 
One would have sud: A sousfit sky hath falieiL" 
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The p^tlesA Hustniu with his lossoi muce. 

And word deslroyecl tho ^dLant foe^ nud wh^an 
The sun imTeibd itsulf, &ud held the warld 
From earth to Fleiados^ of nil the ^fl-rrieon * 

Not ono rotrtjimod al\vo ihaE wm not woundeil 
The braire irilniims entorod ovary nook 
And Eilaiightored all tboy found* Tlie matchloBS Uustnni 
Saw in tko ciitodnl wbovn room was s^oant 
A budding of ttttd fitono with iron doofa. 

And haviug with his mace-blowa shatEortHl Lhem 
V, 337 M0 entered and beheld a lofty Tank 
Full of dinursp Aatoniod at the bight 
He bit hia lip; then to kis chwk ho said 
" Who ever would have thought of anch a thimf I 
Good aootb no gold Tomainetb in the tnineij, 

Or any pearl or jowtd in the eoo; 

They he ont-epread within tLia iroMtuyi^ 
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iforr Rn^fim fi Li\tfi*r anarrupifinff ht^ Vtdmy ZA/ 

Then RiisLa.m wniie hia sire a fud report 
Of what htul partied: " Firat blessing he on Him, 

Who is the Lord of serpent, imt, and sun, 

Of Venua^ !^tars, and Sol, and beiiven abom 
May Ho bless Zdl, the hero of Zabnl, 

The peorltiab pabucliu, the warriors* slieltcsr, 

The Ininianfl' btay, settoth up on high 

The flag of Kilwa, who tintliJfOpotb SbihSj 

Who takoth thrones, him whose commandment leanheth 

To Bun and moom 

[ came to Mount Blpand 
Bj thy behest, and what a muiint was there 1 
'Twos like the bky. When 1 had reached its foot 
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There oatne a groetinf^ from ihe CAftoIbn^ 

Anf! though I did ikccordiiig lo hie bidding 
All things tiirnod out tL& 1 wonld bava tfai^LU 
At nlght-tiiijD with my fftmans tnaa of 'wo.t 
1 gjivo EiCttnt respite to the ginrison^ 

Who huTB been slain or omirnod or hiivo csseapod 
By thrtiwmg all tkoir figliting-goar away. 

There bto in sooth five hondtx^d tlujusand leads 
Of fiilv+ir iugou and of stundnjd goli 
Of nuuient, tapeetries, tmd mu^ablea 
No one aoiild tfill the toted thougli ho counted 
For cliijs and ULonthe. Whftt itould the palndin ? 

May hb st-ops proeperj inaj hia mind be brigbL" 

Tlio messongor came liha a bliiat and gnva 
Tlio letter to the paladin. That cbieltBin 
Read and eichimed: “ Fraise to those nobb ones,^ 
Thou wouldst have said: '"The newH wm make him 
young/* 

He wroL0 a full reply, praising God 
And then piwoecflitig thus: “1 huTo perused 
Tbiit tale of triumph and poured »ut my soul 
III joy. Such fights beeome tlieo well, my son I 
Who though A boy hitet played the ninn, illuniod 
The soul of Nartmiin and burned hia foea. 

To carry off the spoil 1 imve sent camflls 
By thoUi=*nda. HaTing read this mount with spwd; 
Thine abeonce giiovcth mo. Pack all the host. 

Then lire t-ho hold in vongeanfi&“ 

Bimtani read 

Tlie letter r^ell eontont, then ohnso the chmeest 
Among the Bigiiet*Ting5. swor^, casques, and helu. 

As well as pearlii and jewels fit for^ kings. 

And figured piccOB of Irocado of Chin, 

And sent them to his sira The caravan 
Set forth wJiiJe ho sot fire to Ho uni Sipand, 
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^Vhuae reek rose akywnnl, then he turned ikway 
Lighl-hearteil and wont home like riLshlDg wind. 

When Ziil bed board: The world-iUnLumg chioruin 
Hath eoino/' the folk prepared to wolcomo him 
And decorated all the atreetn and quartera. 

Arose the din of hra7^ cUrionH, 

Of cjinbalfi^ triunpoU, imd of Indian belLi 
As eager RiiBtam fared towikrd Ziil's palace 
And eoinmg bowed to earth before bis moibor. 

Who blessed Ms fiioe and kisaeil his chest and sbonldors, 
While Zlul the chief embraced his son imd bode 
A scattering of largess to bo tnode* 
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Ths Leti^ qf ZfU 

The famous chief sent the good news to Sum, 

With many gifts to him and ewry one. 

Whenas tho letter came to Sfira his cheeks 
Uloonied like a rose In his exoeeding joy^ 

He made a feast like Jocund Epring, bestowed 
Upon the incBscnger n robe and sleeil, 

And talked of Riiatam much* He wrote to Zi'd:— 
It is not wonderful that lions^ whelps 
Prove brave. A clever arolmnage may toko 
One ere it suck and bring it up with men, 

Tot will bo faor it when its teeth have grown, 

For though it never saw its mothor^s duga 
"Twill throw luick to the instmets of its sire* 

Xo wonder then that Rustam should inherit 
Zill's prowess, and that Lions seek bis aid 
In times of enterprise."' 

He sealed the letter 

And gave it to the messengerr who went 
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To ZjU therewith clad in hie robe of honour. 

The pnlAdiu rcjoiedl at wbat that youth 
Of tender years had done, and all the world 
yjTOTu earth to Ariea had hopes in bhu. 

Now will 1 spaak once moro of Minilchihr, 

The kindly Shah, who when his end drew near 
Gave to his son these ooimseb: lend thine ear. 


I 3 S 

Afinilrhihr^if iad h hit Son 

NiJW Miniichihr, twice sixty years being sped, 

Prepared to pass, because the sstrolegers 
Informed him that the royal Grace would fade ;— 

" Thy time for piiaasing to the othex world V. 141 

Hath come^ God grant thee a good pLica with HinL 

Consider what behoveth to Iw done 

And let not death surprise thee, so make ready 

For yielding up thy bwly to the clay,'^ 

When bo had heard the wise moD's Wortk he changeLl 
The fashion of bis court, told the architiagcs 
And chiefs the secrets of his heart, then ^ve 
Naiidar much counsel, saying thus: "This throne 
Is but a jest, a breath, no losting thing 
To sot the heart upon. In ^ score yeora 
Now passed I girt my loi&s for stress and trairail 
And nsad to find much pleasure and content 
In Ittliour at the bidding of the Shulx 
1 girt me with the Grace of Farfdun, 

And by bis counsels evciy low proved gRin. 

I took cm Solm and on the brutal Tilr t 
Due vcngeauco for my grondsirc—great Iraj 

^ frilb C. 
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I cleansed tbd world of its infqpiliea 
And hitilt mo many a dty^ many a fortress; 

Yet thoR migbtsL say that I had never aoeti 
Tho world, such am I i and my tab of yeatB 
Is blank. A tree whose leavos and fruit arc bitter, 
Should it not rather dio ihaa stall livo on ? 

Now after I have home such pain and travail 
I leave the throno of kinphip and the Eroasuro 
To thee. As Farfdiin once gave to me, 

So give I thoo, the crown worn by the Bhdha. 

V. a-|i Hard aro the entorprlBes that uonfmnt thee. 

Thou must be somotimes wolf and eomotimes sheep. 
The odspring of Pashimg will bo ihy bane. 

And from Thrdn will bo thy straitening. 

When any question shall arise, my son I 
Seek aid from ZAl and Sdm imd this new Tree 
Now burgeoning, sprung from the root of SSiiL 
He will tread down Ttinin and take upon him 
To avenge thee." 

While he epske ho wept, Naudar 
Bewailed him bitterly, and thus the EhiUi, 

Free fironi disease, rniveiod by any pains, 
dosed with a last cold sigh his oyos cmd faded 
So passed that famous Shnh, weU graced in all, 

Whose tale is loft as hia memorial. 
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HE RPJGNRIJ FOli SEVEN VEAWS 


AROtraiENT 

Nnndnr ndiM cifipreHivaly iiii4 tlw paap|« revolt, hut Ebim nu;- 
k Kiitflriiiij Didur. PlmliBtip, this kinj( uf Torfia, kiwever, 
takes the OFijKfrttanit]r of the death of Mindchlhr to *0&d an 
army to invade Iidn nntlar the cuiiiruand of hit n>ti AfrdiiymK 
Ttw Irdniniui tm debated, and Kaadiir, with tnany of bin ohieb^ 
!■ taken priionor. Afidsiyiib killi N auilar aud aeainnea the ortnwi 
of Irlrt, Igfufiaa^ the bnot^r of Afrjlaiyab, tndtoroiuity TDlsiuea 
tim Irdnian prieoneie, tbe iidnkns nnder Kfiwi nnd TiU oTrtain 
independent «i«:eana over tlie TirtiiMDi, and AfnSeiysh puta 
hli lirtitlwr Ighrfnji id ftpaT h 


NOTE 

111 iMm Tejgn thti< E^cmni^tinn livtirtwti the Kud tiw 

* Viffihw Hejnji to bo ieTcrod, anij wu ajfe tmoJiUs t« 

tr*ro fhe 11«111«« ot ihu piincipaK hariM* Eorthcr hook than tiifi 
ZuLElKi'ikfftiL, wbora imiit d them itnf tu bo toiiud Hid ■toiy of 
tha T0%T1 il ODO of duafftOT for Itin; and tb& WF%t- 

nutill^ bl tlid tnmde^ df nsniveo H Ji*w impetiie tlirmtgb 
thn exfldatidU of I|;|]riru by hli hroihfir Mrimjih. We m 
MDoniinfc'ly hero intrddoeod to tbe royml line of Turin, of whkk 
TO ftuvo hfuuii Offthing liriou ilie of Tflr by Minudhibrj 

alul te itm DolktimiJ brumby liw hvrou fnluDy tif Wf«a, wlSath 
playp tcHsh Ml imporhint p*rt m tkiH and future mid 

ccTrrc«{idii[U on ibo ToniiiMB ride ta tha fiuiiily of Mm oti ibo 
Ifdniiui.* The miMt impurtuii ponowUity b tlut of Afrtltijih— 

^ Wo iAjh from tha HnodJibliih Ihat Wbia !uui Fulmn^t AfMs%i:b'i 
fatbcr, wm hr^thcm. WFT, 1135, 
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the iirintftgoiiiJt oI the Tiirdniw] m™, nml the ■Kh-onomy of irrin. 
throc^b thij reigii* nE iuci«ftii¥0 Ho i* tliD ificond in 

tbo tnmtj qI evil wliichp 5^r™trmii beUMf, 

TTM eivatv^ by JtkritrLiilL tw vbk the tnkTibn tiictf, Lll« Jlret 

otafl the thirJ apiiarEtitly ^lo^Andor tho ilFeatL* Li the 
part of tha e^et ZhiidavevtiL kttDWU u the iSamji^il Yut, 
whkh iw* hoHti taruied “ on Sln'itindmft,*'® Afniiiyilli, 

or FnuijrpigjjTkn^ &is in> li tbaiw cadbK]^ ll ikBcrihed ab mekiti^ 
MVofiil attenipta to nko tlin kinjjly fHnry or wMah woe 

tho pm ^ilier pfiSflBflikn of lh& tjbliibvt and wbiibH AlhilAk tnmHli 
magbt m Yjun. Afrdffiyitbt however, is vftctnnifld to hove i'lrnn 
onco mjcwsfn]^ eutp n# fnie jni^bt ■a|ip(iii 3 p im the wauioii to 
the protfont TnSjfii, but to ttiAt of K*i K^uip whnn the lattBr 
w?ia token fruouthr hy the kinp of HiSmitvATiito.^ In the Bmidiihiih 
WB ind todlisttiotse tlmt AtoLmyiib wan or^oalljp liko 
A wateT-fttonlinfc flund; bnt he ouniiut In tmcod fiirlfaer hnek 
thiui tlkr ZftndAviiatii, and hi* d^JipradeiiimB are DtmlinEd to sti*<dknK 
away the iriTem at tran> It le repii^llipwl to the Zundaviuitll 
tifc&t tlKin!! am inen to all ooCLnlEie% to tlioi# iif the elder 

lOTi-Bi o£ Farkluti—^Tdfiin und Kiini —m wnll ab in thet of liia 
yonuj^est-born—We hove ati iiLstouirv of tLla in tSie 
cofio of tohniM—the hfothar of Afriaijiih—who Ixitkg oriptuidly 
A notxi ppirit or demi-god ii naturalJy sup^Kiaed to fAvotir tha 
IrttoiAtiH at the oust of hk own'i?oiiiitr^tiiunp Mid is hold up vm 
II sort of ntartiv Lti tito In the Zanitoviutii thfl tnufder 

of Ighrfnis U IiMked np^ti oM oitB id the m^ittoes hsT venjTBanna 
i^iTt A^rfeiyab * whlJo in the Bundiihiifili itfo Rsad: *' When Fniifpli* 
MkniLiHhAT^ with the Irdianmip cmptive to the irnmnLiito- 
raiijro of FiLiljMhthvdr, serf aoAtUTed rnbi nnd watit aniofig thein^ 
A^htonvf begj[|ed m fAvonr of Onlf nnd obtfttoed the iK^uoAt 
that the army anil idlliniptonj ol the IriiDiaxia wnm saVnd 
hy him from that diettnatt. Ffnaiyin alaw Aflhtorwf for Utat 
fault.” ^ The in the ShiihEulmn ia told not of Minnohihr 

hut of yf|iiiW. Tim rjjorintoiri'rikiijje U lliat to the •enth uf 
the Casplani * 


* DKA. £. Alrffi. ^ " ItL y. 2^6. 

* The T«3gn of EaI Elids will appear to YoL 11, af this Lfaailatkaa^ 
whm «a Fart Jl_ 

* WFfp i tap 

* VZA, ii. IT 4 . 


* T>ZA, iL sA 
t WFT, 1 1^5. 
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Tlio moiiTOinj^ ovssr, Shuh Nmidar exited v. 

Hifl rtijal umwn o'flr Saturn imd gjtTO aufilenoe 
Upon the tlLrono of Minoohihr^ bestowmif 
D™iima and diimrs upon tbo troopa Tho noblea 
Did r^vflrmce with thair faoes in tha diisst. 

And sidd? ‘-Wo are tko bondskYiefl of thu Sljikh, 

Our ejq« and hearts are full of love for ihmj^ 

But matters ch&ngod. the monareh proTLxl unjust, 

Lanmnte went up on all nidoSp and mon'a heads 

Wero whitened by tho Sbiih. Ho blotted out 

Tho eastern B of hifl aire and grew mvBiii 

To ohicf and orchirua^o, spurned groeiouB ways 

And waa BiL&lav’etl to pelf The peaflante rose. V. iw 

Bald aprrits claimed the realm, and tumults followed* 

TIjo unjust Shih in terror wrolo to Sain> 

Then at Sagsai* within Mazandariinp 
And first inToked the Maker of the world, 

The Lord of Vonnaj Mars, and Sol, who made 
Both ant and elDphant: '"Xaught is beyond 
nU p^wor, or too minute for His regard* 

Now may tbo Ma&lor of tho sun and moon 
Have mercy on tho bouI of Miniiohilir, 

Tbo Shnhf through whom tho glorious crown grew 
hrighu 

ATy predoccfisor on so great a throne f 
And may os many blessing light nn Sjiin, 

The hero, as the eluilds shod drops of min; 

May that redoubted glorious ohiof be auund 
In heor^ and mind, and sormwless in boiiL 
Tho paladin of earth should know, I ween^^ 
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All matters doso or opem Miniicbihrt 
Before he closed hia eyes, spake mxjcb of Hdiu, 

And I too have a warm BuppoTLet in him, 

\Vlio—paUdin and favourite—watched over 
My fathiir's realm»iUuming throne Mid crown« 

Now thinga hjivo rooebed this pass that savo thou 
Uikei^t 

Thy vengeful maoa tho throne will be abulLshoi" 
Whenas iho totter came Silni saghed- At cockcrow 
Tho sound of tynibals rose within tho coiixl. 

And from the Korgosilrfl he marched a host 
Such that tho green soa Lad been lost therein. 

The magnates in fnln wont out to meet 
The approaching troops, dismounted when near baiii^ 
x\nd spake with him at largo of all tho QcLians 
Done by Xaudar, and how ho was nnjtiHt 
And loft hiB father's footsteps reckleeriy* 

He hath made earth a deoer^" they protested, 

"•His fortune that was wakeful is asleep. 

Ho walkflth nut in wisdom's w'ay, the Grace 
Of Ood Imtb left him. How would it be if Sam 
With his lahrewd mind were seated on the thronu ^ 

His forluno would regciiorato tho world. 

The country and its throne would both be his. 

We all would aervo him and w ould pledge our lives 
For fealty to him." 

But Slim replied *— 

•" Would God approve f Naudar hath royal blood 
And Skitteth helt^ the rejal seatp 
Could T lay hand^ npon the realm and urewn f 
Impossible I thto should not boar such worda. 

Would any ohief dare say thU publicly T 
If but a daughter of Shdh tiinuchibr 
Sat crowned upon tho golden throne the duet 
Would bo my couch wheuce 1 should joy to goaio 
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Upon lior^ If hatli Ithh the way 

Trod by his sire it imtli not been for long. 

The iron ia not ho rust-enteii jet V* 

Ab ti;i tie hard to fiirliLsh, I will bring 
Thi.* Gmao hsuch and make idl desire his lorn 
The dust of Miuiichihr shall Ijc my throne, 

Tiie print of his horseshoe bo my crowtL 
VVe will speak mneh with biin, ami by onr counsel 
Bring him good fortune. Yol repent youraelTcs 
Of what hath passed and tender fresh nEegiaiioa 
Onle^ Almighty G od and Shilh Xandar 
Shall pardon you, the Shah's wrath is yow portion 
On earthy and fire your dweiling-place hereafter.*' 

The ohieb repented and made fealty 
AfreKh ; that proaperons-footod palELdln 
Made earth grow yomig Lbroughout When Sam hnd 
reached 

The presence of the Shah Jm kissed the ground. 

The Shah descended from the throne, embraced 
His eaptaiDp seating him upon the throne 
With greotinga and unbniindcd comphinentH, 

They feasted for a Hcek with barp cuid wine, V. 347 

All offered their exonaes to jrandar, 

And bare thomaelvea as subjoeta. From each province 
Came tax and tribute out of four of Sdin, 

The Bwift of wrath- Nnudar sat on the throne 
In splendour and in nudisturbed repose, 

Till in the presence the chief paladin 
Aro.so and asked pcimisaion to depart, 

Throw wide the door of counsel to the Shiih 
And lold again the gocnlly htstoriefl 
Of glorioiis FtkTidiin and ShiLh Hushang 
And Mmtlohihi', the lustre of the throne, 

And how they ruled earth justly and gave alms 
And would not countenance miqnity. 
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Sum hifought the inonar^Ii'a wujTfiiTd beoii to raafloti, 
Warmed the ehififia' hearts towikid him, rcacltriDg 
Alt jnatiae and injuRtico at hi^ handii 
Acuoptable, and having sakl his say 
Buth to the noble* and their soToroign 
Went with a robe of honour from Nandor, 

With Ofown itnd throne and signet-ring and akves. 
With steeds whoso fundture was wrought of gulil 
And two gold goblets oil a-brho with rubieM. 

&u matters i^tayed uwHle:). but heartiii nboTo 
Revolved not okr bandar In peace and kviL 
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How FoMhtmtj heafii of Ihe BmtA vj 


Now'S of Slulh Miartehilir^ff deeoiise^ and how 
Tilings fared Ul with Xaudar^ came lo Tniiuii, 
Whi:MO folk held ooiiirnuno with the moloonlentH. 
Fosbang. the Tnrknion ruler, liciinl 
And contemplated war. Ho ijmko at large 
About hifl sire Zildsham, talked big of Tiir, 

Tbo throne of Minnchihr, his troops, his wurriora, 
ULb princes and his rcalnj, then snnmioned all 
Tha captaiii& and grandees, as IglirtrBS, 

BiiriOLlii, and Gaisiwuz^ that ruging Lion 
KnIbM, and gunorols Uke skilfut Wisa, 

Thti leader of the host. He also called 
His son AfnkijaK who cauio in haste, 

To whom he said oooceming Salm anil Tur 
^ Wa may not hide toveitgia beneath our iddrt, 

For all whose brains am level in ibeir hiuiik 
Knowhow the frumans liave cntroato^l ua. 

And always girded up their loins for ill. 

Sow is the time for aoLkn and reveuge. 
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Thu time to wEkflli tlio blood-Ltjiirs from our obockii, 
What sflj ye now J WhjLl answer do yo mato ! 

Ad vide me well** 

Hifl words lUiapLred Alrufiiyuh 
With zeal, Im bragged before his sire with loins V. 
Girt up and veogeance in Ids heart : *" To 
With Lions is my work. I match in}'5elf 
Ag ainst Naiidiirp and If ^kudahaiu had waxreA 
He hud not Mt the world in such ill pligbt, 

But had bocomc the master of. Inin. 

Now whataoo'er my grenilsire left inidone 
Of Tcugcsimoo-'SeekLngp fight, and stratagoiUp 
Is left for my sharp swrord to exocmta. 

Thu time of tuniioil k the time for mo ” 
pttsbanu grow keen for battle as he marked 
The lofty utjLturo of AfrMyjib, 

Hift olephuullne might, bk breast and arms 
So liou-likop hk shadow atretcMng mileSp 
HLa tongufl a treiiebant acimiyirthia heart 
ocean nud hia hand a raiumg cloud* 

Foshang couiimanded him to draw the ewoni 
Of wrtr. and lead an army to inin. 

A cLlcf wLosa son la wurtliy of his mnuo 
Slay raise his own head lo the orb of dajj 
For ttftenronla, when he hath passed away, 

The son will keep wlivo the father's fame. 

Afnisiyah, high-wruught and full of vengeance. 

Wont forth and opening the ireasury 
Abundantly equipped his waniorB; 

But whim all tlm^ were ready, Ighrima 
The counsellor, heart-musing, sought his sire, 

For thiuking is the buslniata of the heart, 

And spake uQ this 'visa : ‘Mine eiperiemced Ikibcr, 

The high^t of the Turkman race in I'ulour! 

Although inin hath nea' no Minuciiihr, 
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eon of NaHcnanr is fjenefnl; 

Tbcro BjQ bcsidos Kishwjld, tho brnTo Kilnin^ 

And othat men of mitiie unumg t]ie folk 
Thou know'ftL what Solio nnd ToJiant ondnred 
Tkrougli that old wolf onrl swortler Minnohihr, 

And yet ZittMuim, my grandoiro and our hmgf 
WliofH? hdmet touched the circle of the moon, 

Ke'cr ftpake a word of oncli a war, or rood 
The book of voh^^aADee m the timo of peace. 

TLr better for us to restraiu ouar^lroe, 

Bccmiaa this mndneas wiU confound the realm.^ 
Pashang: said: ’♦That brave cnwodilfl, Afni&iyuh, 
la 445 a lion on a liuntJrigHday^ 

An olophant of war in baltle-tido. 

Call him a hai5.tAfd tiiat would not avongo 
IJifl grandairo^fl wrongs. Depart forthwith and eouniicl 
Afniaijah in matters great and small 
So when the enimple-akirtctl duuds are gone, 

Wlien nuns have drenehod the wagtea, whoii kilJ and 
plain 

Give paMturo for the atoc-dii^ when herbage riseth 
Above our wamurs* necbi and all the world 
Is gnicn with com^ then csnip upon the ptain j 
midst rose and vorduro \miir a gladsome heart. 

And lead the whole host onward to Auiul; 

Tread Dahistiln beneath tho horses* hoofs. 

Spaed anil mcamadino the streaim with blood. 

Thonee Mintiehihr departed to the war 
To Cake revenge on Tiir, thenoa did lits powera 
AdvELDco against us like a murky cloudy 
And by that token jt is y^ni turn now 
To flood the dust up from their nobles'^ heads. 

The rofijgn of the anay of fnin 

Wsia Mmuobihr, and he ath>rdi 2 d the throne. 

Why fear the franianfl now that he is gone i 
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They afie not worbh n pinch of dust. 1 fdar not 
Naiidjir, who m but joung and raw. Kjiran 
Will he 3"our foo, and one mqra waitrbr— 

O&rdJuuqi, May ye bo trieflt them on the field 
As to rejoiee our falhera" souh, and burn 
Our foeinen'e hoarLa.^* 

The prince said: " Eluod shall run 
Along in Btreatna ere my revenge is done." 


I J 

//err cmiw to the ^ /ivfn 

When herbage made the plain Uko pEunted silk 
The wnrriorB of Tiirtin girt up Lhoir loinsj 
An army marched forth from Tiinin and Chin 
With njiLec-nisiii fimm the Western lands—a host 
WiLlioiit a middle or on end ; vrithid 
The fortune of Nnudar was young no loogerp 
As these approached Jihdn he hoEirfl the news 
And drew forth to the plain toward Dahistan. 

Kiiran, who loved the fray* was genemf 
Behind him uame Naudar, the king of kings, 

And nil the world wm fihud wi th bruit of warfare. 

'Hie host approaching Duhistiin eoneculcd 

The sun in dtist^ They pitched the campc-neloeure 

Of Shtlh Naudar befute the hold. Brief respite V. 

Wiw theirs, bocaiiso Afnlsiyiib, who then 

WtiH in Irnttin* sent thirty rhousaiid warriorBp 

W'ith Shjimdsiis and Rhazarwiln a§ leaders, 

Toward Zuhul to take ruvengo on Ziil, 

For '*841111/' they heard* “ la dead, and Z;ll Is busied 
About the obsequiefi.” 

Afnudydb 

Was pleased, perceived that fortune wse awake* 

MEirehod forth to Dahigt/iu, and pitch eel against it. 
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Who IcDowoth how tiu Tuckon up hi& hoat I 
Go oouot ji Lhou&sndl o*OT foiuf ktmdr^ tiiDG& 

Thou iPruutcUt bavo aeyd: “ Tho sanda and uplaocla 
soothe, 

Tho wndomtiiss is imoght but ants aad locusts.^ 

With Shjlh Naudar wora bovcd woro thouaaiid tnau^ 
And ciutos thoy woro wjurliko caTaliors. 

Afriisdyab surveyed them and despfiitchod 
By Digbt a craiueliier to boar Pasbang 
A letter: ^Tho oicpoctod good hath eoute, 

N^audar’tt whok host ia oa a quarry to us, 

And Sjlni is dead^ 1 feared uoue in Irau 
But him, Hiis death tdlowotb our re^roiigti, 

Ziil U engaged upon the obsequies 
And hjLtb not b>at or fealbcr for tbo ligbt« 

By this time tShannls&s is iu Kijuru^ 

llhi throned and crrowned. Prompt action well fulvisotl 

Iti best for us ; oeeasions will not T#ait,” 

J camel spread its wings and wont apace 

Tow'ord PasLang, that ting of sunligbL grace. 
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Hiitt. Bdnndu wnl Euhdii aruf AcJir 

KuhAd mt 9 ifium 

The Yau appeared in front of DabisLari 
As mom rose o*cr the bdls. The armies camped 
Two leagues apart in warlike pomp, A Turkman, 
By iiaujo Eumuln—one who bode sleepers woke— 
Approacbod, spicrl out Lbe whole fmnion host 
And viewed the camp-Qneloiiure of Naudar^ 
Rutumad, reported to bis duef, and eaid:— 

'' How long must oJJ our prowess bo concejded i 


H 
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Now If ikQ kiujir paruait I will engage 
Otir fcwinDH lite a lion. Tboj at nil sao 
M y skni and know no hero but my&olL"' 

“ Hut if in tbU/* Mtid prudent Igbrfriis, 

**Somo inisiadvenLuro atauld ttifall Biirimin, 

Our mnxoblonla would bo oowed^ our folk diti” 
cottrugocL 

Nay, eboofto we rather otns of iunaU account. 

For whom wo need not bito oiu imila mxd lips.^ 

Tbon lowared Afruaiyub, aabiuned to beuir 
Such words, and frowning spaku thus to Btirmiin:— 

” Pul on Uuno mniour and string up thj' bow ; 

It will not come to uriug teotb imd milg." 

Biirmiin pricked forth and abouted to Karan:_ 

“In all tbc anny of the famed Naud[Lr 
Host thou a man who will oontend with me ? " 

Kjirun looked round upon bis mightY meti 
For one to volunteer, but none responded 
Save VEilmnt old Xu bad. The prudent chief 
Waa grieved and troubled when bis brother fipake. 

And wept for wmtii, and there was room far it W =54 

With that great host, that, with bo many ynnog 
To hgbtp one old man only yoluntcoredd 
Voied to ibe heart aboat Xnback Karan 
Addressed him thus in presameo of tho obiefs — 

At tliino ag(^ thou shoutdst not contend with ono 
FresJi, ardent^ youngs and darings like Harman, 

Who bath a liofra hea^L^ and bead sim-bigh. 

Than art on honaurod ckkftaua, and ihe eenlre 
Of counsel to our Shihi If tby white kioka 
Grow red witb bltKxl our bravest will deapoir.** 

Mark his reply in pmsenca of the troops ^— 

The rolling bsilli given me eoDUgh. 

Know^ brother ] that tho bf^d j k for death \ 

My bead and neck wore meant to wear a hejiu. 


^ 4 ^* THE ShAhNAMA op FimAU^t 

Mj* heart bath been in anguiAh from the time 
Of blessikl lliaiichihr until tbia day^ 

No mortal paaKcth into beavon alivo, 

Man is dcath’B quariy j one the eciniitar 
Deatroyoth mid the rnellay^ and the vulture 
And lion tear hk corpse; anotberk life 
Is ended on his bed^ Beyond all fj^ueetion 
Wo must depart, and if I quit tbe world 
My tall and luety brother is still safe. 

Make me a rojoi oharDe! in your lovo. 

Give TDUsk, rose-water, camphor for my bead. 

My body to Llie place of ondleaSi sleeps 
This do» live poacefullj, and trust in God." 

V. 1^5 This said, bo graaptKl bk spear and Eallio{l forth 

LLkfj some fierce elephant, fiarmiln oxeloimod t— 
“Now hath fata put thy bioad within iny reaebi 
Well tiadsl tbou bold alooC for time itself 
WViuId have thy life.” 

*^Tbe aty," Kubfid replied. 
Gave me my share long sinoe^ and he whose hour 
Hath come will have to die where'er lie be : 

That time is not ill-timed at any timOi" 

He spake and urged bis sable steed, denying 
His indent heart all rest. Tho two eontonded 
From dawn till shallows lengthened. lu the cud 
The vtctoij* tt'afi Biirman's, who os be UKie 
Hurled at Knluid a dart which fitruck bk hip 
Atiil pierced his bolL That aneient lioo-beart 
Fell hcadloEig and so ptiasod. Then with chocks 
fiuiilied 

With pride and Ratk&ation came Bdrmrln 
Before Afnisiynh, who gave him gifts 
nnprecedented as from king to liege* 

Kuron the battle-love r, when Kuhiid 
Was slain, drew out his army and aitcicked. 


^'AUt}Ai^ 


m 

The twe seemed as 'twero two bbos ofClihi, 

Then TTonldst have iiaid : ** ^irth flluLketb;'* 

Then Kiiran 

The warrior rtLahed forth and Gjiieiwoz, 

Huge 0^ Ml tik'phimt, eQuCronied him. 

The chargers neighed, the stm and shining moon 
Wore hidden by the dust-alotids of the hoBl, 

Swords diamond-bright and speor-houds stooped in gore 356 
ShotiD mid Lho dust—dust like a rainy cloud 
Whorethruiigh vermilloii droppoth from the min, 

A cloud whose iintrrow thrill^ with tymUal-dm. 

While liquid crimflon dronched the falchions^ souIk* 

Where'er Kilran uiigod on his steed the steel 
Floaheil like Azargoshosp, and thou hodst soitl :— 

His Di&mond shed doth Coral'" Nay, shod souls, 

Afrasiyab behold and led his iTiKjpB 
Against Karim, imd with msatmte hearts 
'ITiey fought till night rose o’er the liille, and then 
Kurau withdrew the host to Dahistort 
With heart distracted by hi& brother's death 
He eame to the [lavilJaiii of Naudar, 

Who on beholding him let tears down fall 
From weary eyelids that bud seen no sleep^ 

And said : “ Sinoa Sum the horEeinan dierl my soul 
Hath not grioTed thus. Live thou for tiTOrmore, 

And Bunlike be the spirit of Kuhid. 

A day of j oy and then a day of grief. 

Such is the wont and fashion of the world 1 
No foatoriug will rcecuc us from death; 

Earth’s only orudlo is the lepulchra*'* 

'* I have resigned to death Kilnm re plied» 

My doughty body even from my birtL 
Twjis Fanddn that put my holmet on 
That I might tread the earth to avonge /raj. 

And hitherto I have not loosed my girdle* 
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Nor Iftfrl offlJe sword of steeL Mj hroib*!!-^— 
Thiit fiend, I too filmll die in buinees; 

Brit Ijo of dieer, Afmaiy?ib to-day 

AVaa atJ^itaned, and h& CAllnd up his reserves. 

He flft'vr ffio with Tnine o:^-be4id iriAce and eagerly 
Attacked me; eye to eye I fronted him. 

He used some magic aiid my keen oyos lost 
Their viBion^ night come on and all wrts da^r k, 

MJiie arm waa tired of striking. Thou hadst said :— 
' The End hath corno/ Tho sky wob oTercasl, 

AnJ WQ TPOTO for(j&d to quit Lho battlofieM 
Bl^causB tbo troops wdie spent nod it Ti'its dark." 

Tbo oppoatng hosts repoaud a while, and whtsB 
Tlie marrow dawned began the atrifo 
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The tniniAnji drew up for battle Tny*J, 

And what with thundering drum and lilnring tnimpfit 
Thou wouldiit hire said: "The earth is tolloring’* 
Afniniyiib. when ho beheld. Arrayed 
ffis army nppoftite. "Tho sun Lath sot," 

Them wouldst have said, earth was aa dark with dust 
Of horsemen. Mid the war-mrieg none could tell 
A mountain from a plain, host grappled host 
And blood ran like a river where Kiirpn 
, 35!! Sought for the fray, and where Afrjisiyiib 

Towered till N'nudar appmaohed aud obidlfingad Lim, 
They strove together, spear confused with spear; 

Xo eerpsnta ever writhed tognthor so; 

Howconld kings battle thus? 

• They fought tiU night 

And then Afnisiydb was conqueror. 


NA UDAR 


5SI 

For mote were sirioken on the fnmi&n 
Ami sLill the foemeo^ brittle wns tinbrokeii!. 

The tr.inknn Uimertl their fitLces Lelplesaly, 

Aban cloning their e^mp the iFUste, 

Xaiidar waa grieved ibiit fortistie mliauld Iheb^irdi 
Ilia erawn with dust^ wd yth^n the tymbala ocjisehI 
Ho sent for TilSj who oame with Guatabam. 

All sighs and grief. What ptiin is in tny heart 
Ho criedT retMLUing what hia dying siro 
Foretold: ^ An army fi?om Ti^nin and Chin 
Will come against frjiix grioTe theo ond bring 
DLsasler on thy troopsL** 

" The words are now 

Fulfilled," he said, *' the arrogant have fcrtiiniphed; 

But who n*er mml m tales of famoiifi mon 
Of any that led forth finch Turkman hosts? 

Go ye to Purs to fetch the wotnen^fnik 
And bear 1 horn through the passes to Albnria. 

Tako unparefitved the toad to Ispalu'm, 

KIsc ye will break our fsoldieis' hearts, inflicting ^ * 5^ 

A fieeond woimci Soma lift ply of tha seed 
Of Farfdnn may soaps of all oar troopa. 

I know not if 1 shall bohcld you more 
Deoause to-^nigbt we make our last attempt 
Hutb Bconts out night and day to watch events | 

If thoy give evil tidings of the host 
And sV ^ ' The Glojy of the kbg of kings 
Is dimmed,' grieve not too much at hEortr high hoavm, 
h5moe it hod being, hath been ever tbna. 

Time bringeth thii to dust while that enjoyoth 
A royal orowm Dfiath, whether violent 
Or niiturah one—a throb then poairfi-’' 

Xaudar with tears of blood embraced his soti$r 
The royal pair proceeded to dapart^ 

But be remained and with a heavy heart. 
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/Iqw I^aviinr mih Ms third jfYm^ 

The hcKst repaid two but when the Bun 
Rose on Lhu third the Shiih wet^ forced to fight. 

Then like n fctuning bcw AfrMijih i 
Barbed at the army of Naudar^ the war-ory 
Ruse ftom the camp-enclosures mid the din 
Of trump and Indian beilp the tymbals Bounded 
Before the ShAh’s toutp ontl the warrlars donnod 
Their iron helmets. Nome had thought of alwp 
Within the camp of groat AfrAfiiydbi 
Y. j6q All night they hewl uiodo readyp sharpeniiig 

The Bwordis and doublo-headod dorta, Tlio earth 
Was filled by armoureil men with heitvy mikcas. 

Karan was marshal of the cenlml host 
Whereto the Shall and ho wore towers of strengths 
The ShAh's left wing the here TidlmAn 
Uliumcd for bimBclf, and bold Shapiir the righL 
From morning till the sun had left the domOp 
HillSp phLLQS, and wastes were indlstinguiubable i 
'tliou woukbt hare eaid : *- The sword’s heart h en¬ 
larged 

iVnd oartrh Is gtoanmg imdomeath the etoodiL^ 

But while the Javelins put the earth m shade 
Defeat drew ever uearer to Naudar, 

And as his fortunes sank the Turkmans' rose. 

Upon the side where bold ShApihr was stationed 
The raukB wore broken and tho troops dispersed. 

But he maintained his poBt till he was slain. 

The fnimans' fortune tuinod away its headj 
And many another chieftain of tho host 
Was killed or wounded on ^he battlefield. 
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Now when iho moqjiTch mid Katihi pt^ircuiveil 
The stars ayerse* they fled before the foa 
To DahistAo* ifcttd there uiainJitiined thotufiolTes^ 

Cut ofl' from all outside it. Night and de.j 
They fought In the approacheiL Passed a while. 

Now since Naiular hcid reruged La the hold, 

Where luii^eTnon could not aot, Afnynjiftb 
Slade Toody and clospatoLet] a force hy night, 
Jh^thought him of the chieftain Kunikhao, 

Of WiWs rBCO^ and bade hliji lend them forth 
Aiozm the ilesert-ronto to P 4 fft, for there 
The franiaiLfi* homed wete situate, and men 
In troublo mahe For homo, KAran heard this 
And, moved frith jenlousj and grieved at heart, 

Went in as "twero a leopard to Natidnr 
And said: Behold how base A frAeij^b 
Is dealing with the monarch of Irtbi! 

He hath doapatebed a countless boat of tn>op 
Against our warriors'^ women. Should he get them 
Disaster will befall otir men of name 
And wo shall hide our Cnees m disgrace; 

So Kurnkhiin must bo attacked forthwith. 

And by the leave of tho victorious Shah 
I will pursue with speed. Thou hast a river, 
Provisions, and right aoalaus woridoiiL 
Stay thou; be not ooncemed. Thou ennst defend 
Thyself with ease, so play the lion's part, 

For uionarohs should bo brayep^ 

Naudar replied : — 

Not so, the host hath none like thee to bad theni. 
Twas for otir homes that Tds and GustiLhitni 
Wml forth at boat of drum, aad they will reach 
The women in good thno, such xs their speedy 
And take the needful steps." 

Tbo mighty fnon 

z 
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\V«Tit thfl iili3opingxhjimt«r of the Rhdh 
V. 263 Whofo prefioniJj tbej tmd mil tod for wrino 
To thoir hoM'Ls of soimw for n while. 

When Shdh Xaudar wias well beimusud he wont 
Behind hifl lueditating Tengeunce, 

And th>i>se hrjiye chioffi—-the fniniin oayftlioTfi— 
Dopiktted in dtsordot from the court 
To psBeinblc at tho qiiariei^ of K^iroiip 
With oyes like winter^] oudj ■ with tnqcdi debat^p 
They nil agreed: ^ We mnat eet out for Pira 
Forthwith or olfi© our wives imd little onea 
Will all tte broken-hearted riLeves, oU captiiied 
Without a struggle^ and who then will wield 
The epear upon the plain or rest in pace J ” 

?fow when thene three—Shiclush, Kbhwdd, Kdron— 
Hod token couneel for the whole empriBep 
And half the night hod passed, they made them tcndy 
To sally forth- At dawn with heavy hearts 
They re.hched what mm. in those days eollod ''White 
Costle.-! 

Thera found they Guzhdahom the oosteUan 
Together witli his watchful warriors 
Beleoguored by Bnrinilii, who held the road 
With troops and elephonu and valiant chiefs^ 

And erst had wrung iha heart of brave Kjoran 
WIiOj eager to avenge bui brothers hloodt 
Assumed his tnjiih prepiired faia men for ACtioUp 
V- rfij And made for Piirsi ^jGie brave HilrmiLO was ware 
And like a lioii met him on the way* 

Now when Kuran saw mid the dust of tight 
That man of blood ho grappled with his foe* 

All liaii'like, not giving time for nise. 

But closed at emea, mvoking God for sncaour^ 

-iVnd pierced the Turkman's giniJo wulh a javclm 

1 Sea laLfinlactarj PHta itt tbt prETioilJi ItfJgtU 
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Thiraiigh moil atid biicklo. From ohotgiJT'a b^k 
B(inii^ fell headlong, tho bright orb of d^y 
Turned dark La him, bis anny'ii heart was broken, 
ilhi Boldioni fled. Kurau the ehlciftiun then 
Went an to ward Bira with oil hte ToIktiL ineiL 
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Hov yamdar ffioM tahm AJrMiidit 

Xiiudur, ou heELriug that Kdran hod gone^ 

Sped after him, all iniitaat to escape 
The evil day, lost beaTOn should tramplo him, 
Mrdsiydb gat tidiugB that Naudar 
Had sought tho waste, croUeet^od troop, and followed 
Ab 'twore a bon. Drawing noar he fotind 
Tlie fooineti ready for a rtiimmg fights 
And as he mamhed mused how to take the head 
That wore the erowu* They fought all night till 
noonday^ 

And earth was dark with woiriors* dost. At le^igth 
The Shiih was taken with twelve hundred nolJejf; 
Thou wouldst have fiaid; “ Tbeir place on earth is 
void " 

Strive os they might to flee they were oDsnareiJ 
Within the net of halo. Afnisijilh 
Put into bonds the oaptumtl host and Shahi 
Though thou shouldst sit in conclave with the sky 
Yet will Us ravoliitionji grind thee down* 

It giveth mj^'esty and thrnne and crown, 

It giveth loo despair and mUcry^ 

ft playeth &iend and foCr and proSereth thee, 

At times a kemd and at times a shell; 

It IS a conjurer that ktioweth well 
Tho sleights of every form of jti^leiy. 
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Allhniigli thy beiiicl ttiBy tuucli tbe cloui]^ il uviijit 
HaTfi in tbe end Lts pines ami<] tho dtifit. 

AMfiiysib gavo onlorjij "Scartrh,"' be said, 

** The cavea, the hilb, the wnl^ni, and tho 
That fierce Kuran may not elude qxh traofrtt" 

But heivring that Kilran hiul gone to save 
Tho women he was furious. *' Let Bjlrmtinr 
He bade, "speed forth and Uon-like puiauo 
tLlran, and bring him me a prisoner." 

They told the nionjirGii how Kama had Kerved 
HarmLin^ and brought him from his steed ^ dust; 
Whereat AfriLaiyjib was sorely griored^ 

FocmI, test, and sleep were bittomesa to him. 

And thus ho spake to WIsa: Let the death 
Of this thy son steel thino own heiirt. for when 
The son of Kikwa warreth kopards shrink 
Bf.xfore his spear. On with a Tidiant host 
Well farnishod, ami take yengeanco for the lost.** '■ 
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Hoof IFijn hi* that htui dam 

So Wfsa, chief of thu Turunian troopn^ 

Departed with a noble, vengtTuJ arniy^ 

And aaw beforo ho overtook Kama 
Hia loved son lying skin, liis banner rent, 

His kcttkdmme o^ortumed^ bb shroud of blood 
Lake tulips, and his face like sondiirach i 
Whilo warriors and crhieftaiiis of Tiinln 
Were tiung in nnmbcrH with him on tho route. 
The sight griovwi Wisa bo that thou hadst Bidd:— 
” Hia hoarL is rent liy angiiLshp" whlie bis eyes 
Wept scalding tdoro. He sped to oateh Kama. 


^ RufuUa^ wkh r. 
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Tbiu Hko & Lorf^aut rui^bod o-long 
AdJ nhed cnUmity througliout Lh« worbi. 

'‘ He nuLTcbeth on in triiimph gloriously/^ 

Sueb wftg the news lb at reaohact Kumn, wbo flenl 

His Arab bon^moD forward to Kimrnz 

And follow ml ibeiri himsolf—^tbe Sun of ejirtlL 

Now when from PdiB lie reaolied Lbe waste, a duRMlniid 

Appeared upon bia loft, and frotii the dust 

The aable Bag emerged, while fmin the veU'i 

The TiirkuiEiii chief Led on ble boat Both armieR 

Arnkjcd their ranks; the waxriors sought the fray. 

Thou from the cjeutro Wim. shouted, aayitig :— V. 

'‘Gonts to the winds ore onown and thmno of gro^lmBs.. 

All from Ranniij up to KiLbulistiiD, 

GhazDJD too, am! Jiabulkidn, are oura: 

Our throne b graven on their palaces, 

Wlioro wilt llioii refuge sinee the Shiih is taken ?" 

The other aaiil : ** Kilran am I, and cast 
My blanket on the waters,^ Neither fear 
Nor any idle ruimuir sent me forth, 

I marehi-d to Sghl thy son, and having taken 
Revenge on him will take it now on thee, 

And show thoe how bravo warriors fighk" 

They urged 

Their chargoriB on, the olarions bkrod, dust rose 
To left and right anil moon and sky waxed tUiii, 

Mon grappled eagerly and showered blood. 

Kiiran and Wifwi met once in the meUay. 

But Wfsa turned away and fletl the delJ v. 

Whore many a ohlef hod fallen, yot Eimn 
Pursued noL Wfsa, broken by miaJurtune, 

Appeared before Afrasiyab in (min 

And weeping for his sau that had beon staiiL 


' /iL, £ court ilaLli^rr. 
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Jfcixt- aJiwtiAMi! dxki Khamr^dit iiiRX&Jft/ 

The eipodiiiQU from Irraitn went forih 
Ag^iiinsL ZubuL will ShaniiLfliifi ftdvtuiced 
TowAfd Sfstam in hiiflte. while Kliflsuirwwi, 

With thirty thuiisand fjunous men—good swordfimen— 

llwtshod wikrily far lui the Hirmtind 

With glftivo and mwio, and fortune at its height, 

Now 7Jd WM at iho bnrial-plaoe orooting 
In pain and grief a clmmel for his fatliar^ 

While brave Mihrib, whose mind waa on the alert, 

Wm in the elty^ and despatebed an envoy 
To Shamaarls. \STicin thifl mail reached the camp 
He gave his iriwtur'a greetinge, Baying thus 
** For evor may the monaToh of Turdii 
Cantiniie bright of heart and wear the crown. 

Zahhjik the Arab was mine anceator, 

And little do I love mine ovarlorii 
But by alliance have I putchafled life 
Because I saw no other cotin^e. At present 
1 dwell within the palace, ruling all 
ZilbulisLaa. When Zdl went whelmed with grief 
To bury Siim my heart rejoiced^ and X 
WiD never aeo his faco again, I ask 
The fainons pjLladln for Lime to send 
AfrMyab a prudent cameleer p 
Twill Bhorten matters if he know my mind 
las 1 will despatch him fitting gifts besides 

The tribute, and if he solth will stand 

Before his throne, resign to him luy realm, 

And joy in hiuL 1 w'ill not vex the paladin, 

But fiend him evory kind of hoarded wealth*" 
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Thufl ano himd held bEi^rk Shiimilffiij mid oub 
Wna fitrotohad fair hnlp, Ha sout n nit^escQ^T 
And fiidd; ^ Fly ! ¥lf thj featham and tky piniotiBg 
AnuriLiDce to Zid wlint Lhmi hmi eean, and !— 

^ Pamso not to rub tbj hood hut oomo at odoo, 

Fur of tko Turkmcm ho^l two paladinM^ 

Like !icopfkrd*s daws, Advimced to fight with m€; 
Bui when they wore upproaobing tho Hinunud 
1 pul ihair fuut in feLtoi^ of ditnir^. 

Now if Lhou wiiitesL to draw broath bul once 
Our fcHSi will hflvo thoir will/ " 

The onToy came 

To Zs'd, whose heart forlkwitli was idl a-dama 
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Hiyff Zdf Mirwf to help AfiftnU* 

ZjiI hearing this hod tho gold irappioga plooed 
Upoa his steeilp and foiirig ntgliL and day 
Rd joined his troopa. Whcuas he saw MIhnib 
IT^nnioved aod full of knowledge ond good cotinael. 

He ihouglitt What craiise iMve we to fear tliia host, 

For Khamrwikt h hilt a pmch of dust 
Tn mo?** 

Then to Sfihnib; '"O ioan of pFudonce. 

Approved in all I now will I go by night v* 369 

And lay a hand upon the foe for blcMjdp 
They sbiUl bo ware that I am book oguiOp 
Bock with hill heurt and ready to avenge," 

He marked the stations of the hostile ohiefc. 

Then drew his bow aEziain and shot Lfaree arrows 
Of poplar, bougb-Iike, arehing through the sky 
In three dircctioim, and a chunour foUowecL 
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When u wiis day this soldiers gotberod round 
And miirkod the arniws, saying: They are \ 
Xono other shooteth with such shafts as thogej' 

Cried Shniniistis: " O Khu^Eirwuii, thou Lion I 
Hadst thou not boon remiss in fight, not dallisd 
So with Mihnib, hts army mid his Ltejisurep 
ZiU had nol irouhUffl tht'^e,^^ 

Then Khastarwon:— 

" He 11 but one* not Ahririian or Lron. 

Fear not, for I will grapplB him anon." 

WLenai the bright sun iirossed the vault were 
heard 

Drums on the plam^ and in tho city sounds 
Of tymbala, clarions, gongs, and Indian bfllls. 

Ziil donned his mail apace, l^ftstrode his charger 
As sa'Lft as dust, while all his warriors moufited 
With vengeful thoughLs and frowns upon their hmws. 
He led the army forth upon the plain. 

Equipped with elephants aud eatop-encIoBures, 

Where host ^eountered host and made the waste 
As 'twere a darksome tnotmtoin with the dustv 
Then Rhazarwan with moee and buckler rtiahed 
V. 3713 To counter JSilh jind smote hm ghtcering breast 
A blow that brake his famed cuiraas. When ZilI 
Withdrew the warriors of Kahulistiln 
ftetroated. but brave Ziil armed hi 111 afresh. 

His head was wroth, his blood was up, ho brandish nil 
His father'! mace, wliile Kbassarwrm udranced 
To ehoUenge ligbt, a roaring Linn he, 

the hosL Zdi had no KOtmer raiaerJ 
The reek of fight than Khaitanvaa was on him 
As quick as du«t^ while Zdl in fury chiLrged 
His foe. and brandishing the ox-Iikc mace 
Smolo Khozarwiin iipun the Lend and mode 
The ground in Twere a loopard^a back with blood; 
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Tlieii Bung him dowD, lrr>d on him, piisged idang 
Aod led the army forward to the plain, 

Tuvitiiig ShamaB^ lo eome wnd figlil, 

But Shaniila^ camo not; bia blood was ebilled. 

Zii oe^t doscHed Kiilbrid amid the dust 

And shoiildored his steel maoe^ Tbeteon Kulbdd, 

Observing Zdl with iiiat;e aiid solmitarp 

Endeavoured lo escape his foe man's Eightp 

Bin ZtU the cavalier strung up his bow 

And lightly aimifd ai. him a puplar arrowv 

Struck full upon the girdle of Kulbtld— 

A girdle that vm wroiighl of links of &toel— 

Ami pinned him to the pummel through the loins. 

His troop®' lioarts burned for him while Shamns^is 
Despaired, hU face paled when those chiefs were Elain. 
And he und all his army in full flight 
Dispersed like sheep upon a sinnoy day, 

Prettfsod by tie aoldiois of Ziibulisiiin 
And by Mihrslk The field was such with corpses 
T’kat thou hadst said; The troop are orarnped for 
room.*’ 

'fbe Turkinuns fled towairl Afnisiyiih. 

Their mail unfjutened and tboir girdle® snapped. 

When ShaiUiLS4ls ha^l reached the open plain v. 

Kamn, the son of Kiiwa, o&me in sight 
Retumiug from pursuing WiWs 
Whose noblest he had slain so eas'dy. 

The armies mot together, ShirniJisit® 

Met with Kiiran, the lover of the frajv 
Who knowing his auLsgonists, and why 
They were retreating from ZtibuJktiin, 

Bade truiupts sound and ocenpicd the nmd. 

Thus hfist encountered host The paladin 
Said to kifi troop: “ Yo men of noble name 
And ardent soul I go battle with your spare, 
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And mcky ye rob the foe of life." 

With ones 

Of mjiddencr] ebphwta they soizod tboir apeai^, 
Which zDodo & reed-bed of the battlefield 
i And Foiled the sim ond n 10011. He lightly alow 

Those Turkman tn^ps and fiunjf them 00 the ti^ijk, 
hell on the wounded and thfi prijjoiiei^ 

And BotiL their dust up to the sbiiiinj^ aun^ 

While ShatmLsib with certain men of might 
Fled and e^aped the murky dust of fight 


I II 

How iVavr/or ihm 

JTows of the death of thoae famod wartioni 
Came to the Turkman king; hia heart waa pained, 
Hifl cheeks were wet with his Iicart^a blood. He said 
‘*Naudftr is in my prison, jet my friends 
Am vilely fdaughtered thini t What can I do 
Hut ahcd Ids blood and give now cause for feodi?*^ 
He was enraged and cried; Where is Kaudar. 
For Wisa ooUcth for nevonge on him t 
37 fl Brmg him," ha told im executioner, 

That I may teach him war.^ 

Natidar on hearing 
Knew that hia time was ao[ii& A clamorotu throng 
Departed, bound bis arms firm as a rodk, 

And halod him bam both head and foutt fordone, 

In shameiul plight 1 >cfore the Crocodile. 

Pull of iinpitSencc great AfrUiyab 
Looked ont for him, and seeing him approach 
Reminded him of their ancestral feud, 

Began with Salm and Tijr^ and washed away 
From heart and oyos the reverence duo to kings. 
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”Thi>ii badt dfiiservod wbAtover ill mAy eome,^ 

He coUod fiercely for a aciitLitai*, 

Smofco Shiit Nanclar Tipan the neck and fiim^ 

In foul contompt the body id tho dustv 
Thus passed that Memory of Shdh Mini^ohilLr 
And left frdn bereft of throne and crown, 

O man of kaowladgo shrewd exeoedingjy l 
Don not the whole robe of thy greedy for tkiTDiio 
And crown baTO seeu'already many an one 
Like thee, and thou niayst hear their hiatojy* 

If thou hast gained the o^ect of thy luet 
And appetite hath ceasedp so strong before. 

Why flhoultUi thou nsk this gloomy mournful dust 
To make thee miserabia any more t 
They balod the other captives forth in shame, 

And asking quarter. Virtuous Ighriras 
Saw this and anxiously besought the king:— 

** To slay so many noble wartiora 

And horacmeu in cold blood—mere priaonerH 

Disaniied—is bose^ and hose where we should look v< jjj 

For mognJininiiLy, 'TwiarD wartliier far 

To spare thoir lives. Commit them bound to mo 

And I will prison them within a cavern. 

Well gUiirdetL Prisou will restore their wila; 

But shed not blood/* 

At Ighriras' request, 

Perceiving his distrcfis and eam^tnesSp 

The luonaroh spared their lives, and hade men tjiko 

The captives to Sari in shamehil bonds* 

Tills done ho marched from Dahistan to Rai, 

Hid eart h beuoalh hia cavaliers and made 
His ohaTgOTfi sweat, assmuod the royal crown, 

JksLow^ed a hberal htrgess of dfndis. 

And pLiyod as monarch of fnin hia part 

With thuughls of war and TengcaDco in hiii hearu 
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Jlittt AAl imt Ttiiiniff of the Death uf iVavr/ar 

This nows reach od Gufit&haiu nod Tfia: "Tho Gnctt 
Of kingship is obscured. The^’ have stfttek off 
Rcinoraoiossly with troachant scimitar 
The hejwi that wore liuj orowtj, and all U over," 

Men boro tlioir facps and plucked out their hair, 

A oty of mourning wont up from frjin, 

J’iiti great put dust and oartL upon their heads, 

All eyes wept tcim of blood, all re bos wore rent, 

Mon turned tliclr faces toward Z^ibul; their tongues 
Wpafco of the Shuh. their souls yearned for tho Shiih, 
They wont to Zdl in mourning aod in pain, 

With blood-Htainfld checks and dust upon their hcails. 
ITioy (sried : “O good ant] Tallant Sbih Katidarj 
O great just monareh, wearer of tho orowii, 

^ Tho guarelkn of fmn. the prep of nohics, 

Tho head of kings and monareh of the world ; 

Thy head is seeking for a crewu from diiat 
And earth is savouring of the blood of Shahs. 

The gTUflsoa on those fields and fells are lianging 
ITieir heads in shame l«fore the suji while we 
Ask vengeance, nvcuirning as it were n father, 

In whom tho stock of Fartduii survived, 

While earth was servant to bis horeo's ehoa 
Now him and all that fauioua troop have they 
Beheaded shamefully, deapitefuUy; 

But wo will draw our swords of watered steol, 

Will go to seek reveuga and slay tho foe; 

So arm ye and revive the ancient feud. 

Tho heaven is surely with ua in our grief; 

Its eyes rain teaia of blood for veiy riilh. 


KAUDAR 

T>o yo too filJ your eyes vritk loars Jika those 
<yul fitrip your bodito of ihair damty dress, 

For in revenge for kings it is not well 

Thflt eyes should stint their tojus or hearts their nigtf. ' 

Tlio mtjumful naultitudo wept bitterly, 

And burnt ns tbcragh upon o raging lire, 

While Ziil rent all his raiment and sat down 
With laaionublo outcries in the dust. 

He said ; '■ Mj trenchant blade shall ne'er behold 
Sheath till the Resnrreetion, my whlto ohatgor 
Shall be tny threne, a Rpoar mine only tree, 

My pines a stirrup and a dusky helm 
The crown upon my head. There is no rest 
Of slumber in this feud. No stream ciin match 
The river of mine eyas. Oh 1 may the soul 
Of groat Naudar sbinfl bright amid the mighty, 

And may the Lord of earth, bestow on you 
A soul for Faith and duty. Ali of us 
Are born to die ^ it is our tot whereto 
Wo yield our necks," 

Now when the captivoa booni-— 
The I run Ians ore u pon the march for Tongoanee, 

They send out eamolGors ou every side. 

Hiivo giithorad countlEJSs troops and have renouncofi 
Homo and doUghts." they neither ate nor slept. 

Such wns their torror of Afrusijub, 

A message from them osme to IgLrtras 
“ O man of mighty purpose, famous thief I 
W« are thy slaves in all, and by thy word 
We live. Zill, os thou knowost, is at homo 
And acting with the manoroh of Kdlnil. 

Men like Barzin, Kilran the warrior, 

Khamid, and that host'shattcrer Kkhwiidr 
Are men of might with hands that reach afar 
Aud will not keep their olutchcs off fnin, 
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Now when these warrSora wheel nbeat tM! beffi 
And brandish their sharp lanoeA in hia eight 
The great Afniftiyib will be onmged, 
nis heart will Iks inflatued og&uist his captives. 

And for hia crown's Bake he will bring to duat 
The heiuls of till our blanieleBa company. 

If prudent IghrCraa see Ot to free us 
We will diaperse* praise him before the great 
And make thanksgiving unto God for hiim"^ 

Wise Ighnras replied i ** Such Bkilleth not; 
'Twero a foe's aoL i this hnnian Ahrlman 
Would bo incensed. I will not take other order 
So that my brother may not turn upon me 
In vengeance. If now ZAl U keen for war 
. JT* And will OJilviuice to fight us at Sad 
I will deliver you to him, mysdf 
Evacuate Ainul, forbear to fight 
And bring to hJainy my honoured head."'' 

At thiB reply the nobles of frJn 
Bent to tbo ground, and full of praise for him 
Dtispatcheiil a cutiriar from Sad with speed 
To Zah Uie of Stim* The miissage ran 
'*Our God hath pitied us; wise Ighdraa 
Is now our friend. This lb tho pimt between us: 

If only two frilnian wAmars 

ShoR come and ofibr fight that noble man, 

Who walketh fortune's pathn will quit Amul 
For Rail and bo some one of us may ficape 
The Dn^n's clutch/* 

The ooufier reached Zabiil 
And made the glad news known to Zal, who oalled 
The nobles, told them oli then said: My frieuds, 
Pards of the fray itnd winnera of renown E 
Who IB the warrior of princely heart, 

All black with ooiLrage, w^ho wdll robe bis tieok 


NAUDAR 5 

To toiiub tbfl jJun by tinfl<?rl4^Lkiiig thw f" 

KiAhwjit] accepting struck kis breast jind sajd;— 
Mj band is tWy for an act so jiist.*' 

The gtoziotia Ziil approved biTn, saying thus:_ 

Live happily wbiJo montbs and years endum^ 

So (ri>in Kabul a troop of warriors 
Intent on war set fiiec toward Ainul 
When they liad journeyed for a stage or two 
The tidings came to Igkn’ras their friend, 

Who blow the braKon trumpets, marched awav 
His troops and left the liaptirefi at Sarf. 

When fortunate Kisbw^ arrived he found 
The key to lix>se their bends, provided stoods. 

And from Amul sped toward Zdbal. When Ztd 
Was told: Kishwiid is coming biujk in triumph,'* 

Ho gave a largess to the mendieonts, 

The robo that he was wearing to the messenger. 

And when Kiahwild approached went out to mcnl liim 
In state, while weeping tesra of joy for those 
Til at had boBii capdva in tho Lion's olnteli* 

And then with dust upon his head w‘ept tears 
Of grief o'er famed Naudor. He took the loved ones 
Within the city^ gave them palace, 

And they Lecouie m when Naudar was Mng^ 

Posses^^ of crowns and thrones and diadems. 

While ZiU distributed his trensura-storo 
Uutil the army could desire no more. 
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//out fyhnroE ipoj j/ois % kit i?rr>/A^ 

When Ighrfrafi wont from Amul to Rai 

The king asked s “ Wheiofore host theu acted ihust 

Wliy host thuu mingled colocynth with honey f 
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Did 1 not hirl Ihm: * Sky thosfl evil tuen ; 

Tt will be folly to itiiprbon them I * 

*rhe warrior s hoad i& not coTiCi^rned with stiileorftft, 

Hifl fntii ft is gamed upon tho battleliclill 

Nor flhuuld Uio soldier tread the patli of wbdom, 

For wisdom never niingloth with revoogO;** 

“'Team and compoaflian ore not wholly aoedlosSr* 

He answered When thou hast the power to harm 
Fear God and do it not, for otow ii and girdle 
See many like thee but are no man's own 
For ever.** 

Hearing thha Afhisiyiib 
Was silenoed, for the one was full of firo^ 

Tlio other wise; and how should wisdom fit 
Diva" heads I At his reply tho ohieflain TT^giug, 

Like elephant gone mad, drew forth his seimitAr 
And cnit hk brother down; that mim of wisdom 
And gCMxlnesH passed nway^ Ziil heard, and said :— 

" Kow shall the fortune of Afnbijab 
Be dark<me<l and hia throne Inid wasto*^ 

He blow 

The trumpets, bound tho tymbals on, arrayed 

The army like the eye of chontieleer 

And went toward Pilra, in nngar and revenge, 

With troops that stretched from sea to son, and dark¬ 
ened 

The sun and moon with dust* Afmaiyab, 

On hearing ZaTs design, marched forth tus hofit 
Toward Khar of Hoi, drew up and took his stand. 

Tho outposts were eugage<i both day and night ■ 

Thou wouldnt have said; ^ The world haLh but one hue ” 
Both hosts lost many a gallant man of mark. 

Twas thus until two semilghta passed away. 

And horse and foot were weary of the fray. 
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ZA\\ THE SON OF TAHMASP 

HE REECNED FIVE YEARS 


AUGLMfiNT 

Altw th«- fiXfiCtltiQii of NfluiittT thu tlminiji Famj^jjqs fu|i ^ whilit 
Vifecuuitt liii MU Tiw and GoitiJiAm dniuiiittrotl dnwDzthr 

'U? iudcwnl Um mlvksH uf m, b inn.y fi hAtt Tbo wir 

Againit AMnySh cnntluuoh, aad tbo iuSarin^i of Wtli UTinliw llfv 
aigcravaLw] by dnm^bt ami canHK|ti«nt EamibOu Jloth ildiA Iwkxmo 
dtt^or fur p«ium, ivhkib ii iiuaxHfiiUy uu^jotlaUJ, tain Cklli and 
ZuT dioiL 


NOTE 

'/mV im dujiibe^l In tlm Sbiibnilma » dm wa of Tdiitiflip and 
diFM»nd<jd Irwdi du» cotw df EarfdViiu In tlio Bundahlib: ho i* 
Mid to bo dio i^ndjiuii of NaikLar.' u tmmtidnud In tha 

ZandaTiuta; vuttliifi tba FmvjtibI (ia tlw unniortal ptin^ 

ciplH) of tbo buly Cntat iba poji id 

Tbo pouing oror of TiU and Gutaluuji^ iho wanm of Nuunlar^ op 
tba flxprap gn.>imd of didr imbtuoso, a# not pcuoiJBd of 

tho diritiB Grore of Mtoral^ntyj «muu to find Iti jutlGcatioo In 
irbat wo Iwrii of thsir cliiiroLdiira la tor at kVL OTunti hi lb» 
came of Ta^ If bo is ikHTilMid of baln|; bot-hBndad, tuveagelnl, and 
a bmw hut muneseoiifql ^enonl. Guilabam almiMt finupa uai of 
thu poem and hii ia tabeo by onodiBr liaro iif tha lomo 

namo, Guntnliiuu tha mav of Gaibfkhom—tbn Ooitidkn cif tha 
niiita €katk. 

Tiii ii rupruentod u olwaxi raHnifui of tho iJij^t put itp«i 
Ititn^ it indiwii liiui to oppoHS tbu ofc^uku of Kliuafnii, 


* Ii Jzi. 

1 A 
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And niti*Q<]T)PTvtly ta wi^n tbc uii|iruti.ikn(1 nttiifk wlikth i^idt* 
in t.hu duith &t thi4t Bhiib'# 

In tltB tnrmi df tSia trm&ty lit pQncO bdtwean !^V nnd A(nL(iljAti| 
ivhich mnk^ the Jibi^ii the ’^midiLry boifroi}!! Iir£ii Jind Trirttn^ Wt 
hate the iM^knillll^ i»f Tniu?1l K«ographiwl cnnf iialOU in the ESInUmtbdR- 
Thn Araa Wna r^tly montit.* 

and famine mm frEwinimit phahiMnwllft in the tiiyi-4afii1 

«il ItikL 


S I 

. Zfflf is Shdh 

One ni^hl Ziil sut f!|NeE]j£iiig ta his chiofi^ 

Anil retinue about AftTirfynb, 

Ho naid: AMiau^^h oiir paludim pos^RN 
UntilGepinff forluno and cnlightoDed mind^ 

We a Sliiib^ nne of the royal race, 

SkiltefI in the loro of eld. The liost Tcsetiibleth 
A ^hip whereto Ibe tbrerne m wind and Bjiil 
flhl hiul but Tiib and Gustahacn t.ho (irona, . . - 
We lftn:k not troops, btit men, however noble, 

That have not prudenee, merit nnt the crown 
And throne. We need a ShtLh nf puiKsiuat fortimBi 
A man of Grace through ivhoBe words w^isdom shioath.'^ 
They found nono of the ^^d of Fandiln 
But Zav^ son of Tahmriap, w-ith mcnaroh^ii inighL 
And hfiro'B worth to gmoe the lofty throne- 
Karan took with a gallant company 
Tho joyful newm to Zav: In thee reviveth 
w jSd The crown of Farfdiin, Zal and the tirnipa 
Acclatpi thee oa tbe Shah^ O worthy onel "* 

On an auBpieiouis day fair-for tuned Zav 
Came ftnil aceeded to the lofty throne. 

The mighty pmiBed hiuip showering olfarings ; 

Zil too did bom ago. Five years passofl away 


* 6efl latrod. p, Ji- 
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Wbllu Zuv, ft wiiSD oil] Tnftn^ flsiL on l.lip tbrono 
Anrf jiniged and IftYiHlitsd till the world grow young. 

He kepL hk iioldioTS Imck from ovil wayia, 

Wrapped up himself in ctimmuning? with Oorf. 

Nono diirod to rtih or slay, but aftor Mm 

Men fiaw no laek of alaughtetp Thore was n famine, 

Thera was? not dew or rain, the jrronud and herbs 
Were pt^rehodk and breoi] woj* worth its woight in 
rlraabms. 

'Dae bosU horl faced each other for five tnonth^, 

Enga^l in fieroo onoounterB day by day 
Ab fittotb ebje& iind borwj, but that faniuio 
Left thorn roaoureelesftt wasted w(K>f and warp^ 

And all ooiifeKsad : " We fi.ro ourselves to bljime * 

VVhilo wailfl and eriea for lielp rom from both bo&ta, 

At length an envoy eiiinie to Zav and imid :—^ 

It hs onr own fault that ihis WayBida Inn 
Aflbrdtitb Daiiglit Liit tnivaih core* and augnkh. 
iJkime let us ahjire tbo earth and blesa each other+^ 

They gave up Lb mights of war for famine presseii 
Agreed to drop tbo annient fetidt ^ sbiOT 
The world acoordlng to just precedent^ r, jflr 

And pgt alt bygones out of nicmoTy^ 

The porlitm ef Jnbi both near and far 
Twirt the JihAn anti marches of Tdmn, 

And so sdong towarsl Khutan anti Chin, 

Was gi ven tu the Tnekmana os their kingdooip 
WbilL" Ziil abuiidiined all the nomad trlbeft. 

Sueli was the sharing, such the Turkmans’ boundjH. 

Then Zav led forth hia host to go to Piirs, 

Old oa he was he mado earth young again * 

While Z;il departed for ZiibuUstiin 

And nien reeeived them buth with open orms^ 

The rotir of tlmntler filled the moudtaia-ttvps 


* ProtftWjf rcfftirlng to Karldilii'i BetUcnivot, 
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AmJ earth roeoiroteil coloui*, jieimt, and beauty ^ 

It was os *i:wei^ a yu>uthfiii bride, arrayed 
III fountain!^ pleaisimecfl, anil ri^'uWte, 

For fortune would bs neither dark nor hard 
If Qjan had not the temper of a pa«L 
Zdl oalled the ohiefn and ofTerefl thaukis to Gxtd, 
Who had cooTerted uoanrity to plenty, 

Mon jBOt up feaating-ptaces eveiywhere 
And bunlfihcd feud and utiTKing from their lieiirta. 
Tbim for five yours tiiou knew not wroi^ or traYail, 
Yet veriJy tho world siok of juatioe 
And longed to be mtldn the Lion^s claws. 

Now when he reached his nd^th and eightieth year 
That snn-ltke ruler's leaf began to bort, 

The Irunians^ fortune halted and tho day 
Of ZuY, the righteou$ worldlord, passed away. 


X 
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HrS REIGN WAS NINE VEAR5 


ARGUMENT 

Oti the dmth ul Zat his 9on (ranhiip vqcedodi to tha thmnc^ 
Mod AfniiiyAli Mitu tbs D[ipiirttiiiil^ to rsnow lbs nm.. OaTihitir|r 
hiniKilf dioHj pud tbo linini^p b^mg hard prepBod appeal to Zdl, 
who pTomippt that hip pan Hoituii Atydi wnvs to their PEfliptanes- 
*1 h^ post than tulip how Zdl jptvp SumV macs to RiiptaEii^ huw the 
kitor won hip iiharigEir RnklLfth, and how 35#ll led the hmt agumi 
AfrApif^b, and sent RnptAiu to Eeteh Kai KuMd fttma Mamit 
Alhim to bfl Rhrih in PTiiKoBPum to flpnlphip- 


NOTE 

111 the ftOininmy III the Dfntcud^ oE the liipt Npak 

tdPiitinn bt miptle ol Kempipp, who li pjproed birtwiMbi K»i £ubiid 
and Kki EdiiP^i RoiwAjip appara iHcm to tw kkntkal with ttw 
grvpit horo, nf wham an iAraont Ium hoga giTon in ths t£htn> 
ductocy note to Epridiin^ and if po apparently we muit likntify 
Opnhdffpp the tBuCh flliAhv with himiawblL Iti the EZuihnaTnaf 
howovorf he Is a mmn h^ncru wjNtm, and Errdaiui plai^H him 
hafarD Kai Knbrid, the first fihAh of tb* Ksiinian dynapty^ and 
makes him the pan of thu prmidiiig Sfaiih Eav aud the ket nf the 
Fi^ihidiitnti. HIb panqnallty had pinady^ oa wb ha^e poen in tliu> 
note aham refcrrod tOp h(n>onie pplit up, and hif reign Is a hhmk *o 
far aa be ip tPUawiiBed, 

The readur will note RtiPtsmli refemice to haphupp ncting sp 
eiMitiilliinp." In the wprp betwnpii the ^utarii RonuiiL Ktnpirr and 


* wyjr It. pSL 
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tliu SAiwnuuw, libhiPf* and ntber ueclfifliaitiiH aftiiii tou% n tarf 
im^irtant |mri ill ttiQ dafBncp □{ tMlm, Ttiiu ^ iuun&ft, 

tbp Hialwp at ElLsho^ look b krflkiHnR part bi mavml (knppeiiifiiL 
ilefanPLW at Xinibla a^pMnvt Sa|H>l:* ii.^ Tbo fa^t bC tUu tib Lll'^li 

militant tbiifl becunfi Qn tha EaGtufn mindp iwd bjf an 

aiuujhronirm iwli imc^mnipii With blm, Finbuul ttwiiirt^ni tlu» 
iiBag>i 9 «f Utirr tlnaea ta earlUsr ag:e». Hi« naybsr will noiti too th» 
vsisosi ct ibe diTinw Gihuiq of kinj^hixi whkih {iru|t«iRHL Km ICuMil 
Ear Ilia aoilwioTl to iba tEmao. It apih^ad again iu tJlo 

abapii nE a tau liefiim tfan nauauion ml AldaMr Piipakaa^ thu Aral 
8b4h of tlia snaimimi dyuaaty. WbEm it qinttml Yima it Utiw 
m tliu ahapo iiE a bird.^ 


S * 

f/mfT iwiirjfhntp tujnaedsd fo tht T^rprtr iwi^f 4mt^ wf 
how A/nuiifah Inin 

Zav hod a pulBsiant Btm hy nama IraiBh^i 
Who flat upon tho throne and donned the erown- 
He ruled tho world with majesty and Graoo, 

Bat tiilmgs miched tha Tiirkinana: “Zav hath goao 
And loft an umpty throne.” 

Afrufliyub 

Sent up the war-orjp knncihed hh sdilps ujid made 
For Khar of ftai, but no one Ijroiight to hmi 
A greating from Poah/iiig, whoflO head waa tilled 
With hatOp his heart witli strife. All wild with grief 
For Iglirirai5. of throne and crown he raokad tint. 
Would nBTer look upf>u Afnisiyab 
And lot the shining sword grow dull w‘ith just; 
Albeit mo^sangars were sont to him 
Month after monili^ but he denied hinjflalf. 

^\jid said t Whatover princo woi^ on tho Lhrono 
A friend like Ighnras would profit hiirip 
Bnt thou art one to shed a bfuther^s blood 
And flaa baforo the nursling of a fowl 

^ iSvi lntrutfLictaty ntita Lu 
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[ sunt tlieo fortli tu battle witb the foo 

And thou host slein tbj linitber t 1 tj tsotm thee: 

TLnu Nbalt not look upon mjr* fuc ngnin." 

Thus BiAttcr^ fond awbilo; nt length the tr&e 
Of bale boro coloc^nth. Twas in the year 
Wlicroin Gantlidsp the boh of iSa v departfid 
That evil ahowtHi Itaclf, for tidings reached 
All cam: " The throne of ting of kings, hs vci^" 

There came a itiBSsoge to Afriisiynb— 

A atone flung by Pashiuig: " Croas the Jdinn 
And tarty not tinlH yon throne Iw filled-'^ 

Between Jfliun and plain of Sipanjiib 
AMnjiib arrayed bis ariiijuneats. 

And thou hsdBl Bald r " Earth is a turaing #ky 
Whore Indian swords are ahoddlng sovils for tain." 
t5o Bjicd that splendid army forth to war. 

“There ia a cloioiant for the throne of mighty" 
Such tidings reached fnln. The throne was void. 

The outlook datL Anon the streets and quarters 
Were all astir, cries rtuso from all the land 
And men tumeil toward Sliibul Ihe world was iiUe<l 
With strife and folk siaike bitterly to 2id;— 

“ Thy handling of the world bath been too la*. 

Since thou bast hold Sslin's place os paladb 
Our minds have not been joyful for ft dt^y- 
When Zav departed and his son wioi Sh^ 

The hands of evil men were kept from ill. 

Mow seeing that Giushiisp hath passed away 
The world is Shiihlesa and the army ebieflass. 

A host hath otossed Jihiin, men eanncit sue 
The sun for dust. If any shift then knowest 
Use it, liecaufio AMsiyub approacheth." 

ZiU answertsi; " Since I girt the bolt of manhood 
Mo rider like me bath bestridden steed, 

Moiifl bath essayed to widd my sword and maw. 
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And horsemen showed their eruppeis, not their reip?, 

I appeared. I have fought night and day 
And ^ mj life have dreuded growing old. 

At length my hack is iNsnt, I wkltl no inoro 
A felthion of Kilbnl; yet Ctod be praiseil 
That from my root a gloriouB sbrjot hoth sprung* 

Whose head will reacih the akj* nnd thou abalt seo 
It grow in volodr, KnstaTn bdng now 
A stmight^temmed Cypress' whom the prown of great- 
□ess 

Becoineth well; but ho must have a charger; 

Thesa Arab horses will not do for him. 
t will seek out sninc olephantine stcsitL 
Wliorcver there ore herds, imd say to KuBtam:— 

* Wilt Lhoii consent, consent with nJl thy heart 
To gird thy loins to execute revenge 
Upon the oHapting uf Ziidshaiu V" 

trim 

VVflSglad of heart and blithe of face as ZliI 
Sent camel-posts to eTcry quarter, anncil 
His ooYallers. and said to Rustam thus^ — 

" Mine elephantine son. a whole head taller 
Than other nion ! n work of toil is toward 
To break thy slumbers, quiat, and fJehghtsL 
Tlion art not yet of age to fight, my son J 
But what of that ? This b no time for feasting. 

Vfot with tho scent of milk upon thy lips, 

AmJ with thy heart all set on sports and plcosiTres. 

How shall I sand thco to the hattloGeld 
Against the Lions and the mighty men I 
Now for thino answer, and may majesty 
And gck)fhiess bo iby mates” 

Then Rustam thus;— 

" 0 noble prince, ambitions of renown [ 

. iSj Good sooth thou hast forgotten how I showed 
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My oonrngQ publifllj. The palndiD 
Uatb siirolj heard of the olephant^ 

And Mounr Sipand^ and I shull lose my farac 
If lio^ 1 tremble at Afrastjiib. 

Tbia is the time for £gbt imd not for fiighL 
Tbe overthrow of Lions^ the ptiiHiiit 
Of waff renown^ and haltle, foabiuti bjeroes; 

But *ti 5 not so witli women; their cosDem 
[b food and aJoep.'* 

Zal ftaid: '' O gallant youth. 
The chief of princea and tbe warriors^ stay I 
My heart rejoicetb when 1 h+.w thee apeak 
Of that white elephant and Mount Kipand, 

Por truly since that fight was won with ease 
WTij fear I for thee now 7 Afnisiyab 
And his designs doprivc me of my sleep, 

Yet can I send thee to contend with one 
Who U a gallant king and loveth battle 7 
Now is thy time for fooBta and twanging harps. 
For quaffing iriiio. and tales of warlike deeds | 

"Tth not thy time for wairfarCp fame, and strife?. 

Or sending up the carth*» riiut to ibe inooiL" 

He Raid: "T am not one for ease and mel 
"Twero bcuee to panj|:»er in luxuriousncss 
Such arms os theee^^ and ibi^se long hsiLds of mine. 
>Vbat though the battlefield and fight be bard 
liod and rictorlous fortune ara mine aids. 

In battle thou shalt mark mo bow 1 go 
Upon my ruddy charger through the blood. 

And 1 will cany in my hand a cloud ^ 

That is of watered hue but raliieth gore. 

While from the Kubstance of it flashetb fire; 

Its head ftbfl.i l brutFe the brains of ole phonic, 

My quiver when I cloth o myself in mini 

^ ij*., a amcB otfltnl- 
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SLoJi Bhuok the worlJ, iind all the ftirtreofiev 
V ^ Thfttalmll witLfttJiiid mmo iron maee^v Udwh* 

My hrcaflt and arme and neak, need never foiu" 

An arbalkt or entapiiU, or want; 

A bkliop for their eafitelLan. The roc La 
Sim]I redden to their core^ ’when 1 advance 
My tanoe in tight. 1 need a fileed hilhhigh 
Caught by my lasso, Mp to weight like mine 
Id WAT, and not impatient of restrainL 
I rm^ci A mace too like a mounlimi-erag, 

For hosts will oome agaiiist me from Teriiii. 

iVnd when thoy come, though L should fight uniuded^ 

Thoir blood shall rain upon the battlefiBld.'* 

The paladin was movefl, and thou hadst said. 

“He will poqr oul his antiJ."’ He thus replied i_ 

" O tired of ease and revel I I will hiiog thee 
ITie luaee of Srliu the csTaliorT praservod 
In memory of him, wherewith thou fltewesi 
The elephant. Live over, paladin T' 

2riil ordered: Bring tlie maoe ouiployed by Sam 
In his campaign agninst Mjlzundanln 
w aST To this famed paladin that he may take 
Onr foe men's breath away." 

When Hustam saw Jt 

He smiled with joy, mllcd blosidDgs down on Z=il+ 
And said ; “ Thou wt the chief of paladins; 

Bui now, to bear my peraon^ mado^ and Clrinjc, 
f neeil a fitoed.'* 

Ziil mnsed at what bo mid 
And ofl invoked Ctod’^s blessiBg on Ms head. 

I ^ 

ila^p Ihurftim caught RoMmU 

Whon Ztd had gathered all his herds of horses. 

And many from Kabul, the htirdsmen drove them 
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Past Rufitam, cnllmg out thfl royal hmods. 

Whenever RnsUim caught a jit™i lie prosoi^d 
lU tact nntil its ballj roAcbed the grottnd 
At length a hei*d of piehoJij ffte^da sped 
Among the Bi a grey mare fihort-legged and tieeii. 

With tion> cheat and ears like two alobl daggers, 

Her broiAAt aud ahouldcr fill] and barrel fine. 

Bohirtd her eacii© a colt os tall m she. 

His buttocks and his breast iis broad liers, 

Dark-t^-Ofl eind tapofii^—a pkbald Iwiy 
With bellj bard an J jet-bLick. hoo& of stock 
HLh whole form beautifid, and spatted roan 
Like roses spreiid upon a ground of saffron. 

He could discern the tiny eniuiet^s foot 
Upon black cloth m night two leagues away* 

Hail elephantme strength with camErs statum, v, iss 

jlnd pluck of lions brecl on Momit Bfatiin. 

Now Rustam gsidng on the mare ohserrod 
That Elophautinc eoit* and ooilcr] his lasso 
To catch it, but rm imeient herdsman cried t — 

*' O chief I forbaar to take another's chorgen'*^ 

"Whose?” Rustam ixsked. *^Tho thighs have nut 
been branded.” 

Thy hci^lsmaii answered i Never tiiind his brand . 

There are alt kinds of rtuuaurs im to him. 

Wfl cridl hiio Eakhsh. Uo m a plebaM hayH 
As good as water and os bright as fire. 

Wo call him ‘ Rustam's Rak^h/ but know of none 
To master him. He hath been lit to ^dls 
These ibreo yeant All iho nobles have absorved him. 

But at the sight of noose and osTalior 
The dam is like a lien. We eaunot tell* 

O chief of paladins I the reason why* 

But os a prudent man forbear U> fight 
A Dragon such as this, for whon the mare 
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[b m the fighting huinaiur Bho will rend 
The heftrts of lions aod tho bides of pflids." 

The old niftn^s sayings opened linstam's eyes, 
lie oast hiH rojjiJ iind eniangled 
The piebidd'E keatL Them Idco a fnrioUB elephant 
The dam sulvsnced as she would tear off Sn6tftni*8v 
Who romioil jib saTiige luitiB mar Mid Bcarod heTp 
Then with one buffet on the withora Bcnt her 
All trembling to the ground. She rkisOi sprang hack. 
Then tumojl and joined the herd^ while mighty RubIaui 
S tood hrm and drew^ the lasso tighter 
And laid his hand upon the bay colts bEurk 
V. iS>i} Wiiioh gave not; thou hadst said: * It is not felt/' 

The hem thoughi; *' This is the mount for mo; 

Mow 1 can act,” 

lie niotuittHl swift as winih 
The ruddy steed apetl with bJin^ Ha inquired :— 

What is this Dragon's price or who can tell it?'* 

^ K thou art Ruatamf said the herd, redroaB 
frAn upon his back. Its broad cliainpaign 
Shall bo his priue; then thou wilt right the world.*’ 

TIio hero's Upa grow ooral-Uko with aniiles; 

He said: ” All g?&od is God's." 

Bent on revenge 

Ho saddled niddy Rakhsh, and giring him 

'Vko roin obseirod his eouragn, strength^ and blord, 

And that he ooiild bear rider, aruis^ and mail 
The piebald grew so precious that at night 
They htimed wild rue to right and left of hirn 
For fear of harm. ” They prac tiso so^oerJ^" 

Tbnn woiddst havosalcL In ^bt no deer was swifter. 

Eq whs saft-tnouthod^ fqaiii-siaittering, light ta handp 

With rounded buttocks, clever, and well paced 
The gallant rider and his new-found stc>ed 
Miuie Zi'd'fi heart joy fid as the joaund spring. 
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Ha opLMi hiB treiHury-door, gavo out dfmiris. 

Nor rdokad of ilfly or njoiroir# Whan. h& moujiied 
Uis elopbant and droppod a ball ibo sound 
Mudo by ibo oup was heard for mites; cu-oancL 


S I 

Nov M th^ Uoti mjainMi 

There won m noise of drumB und okrionUp 
Of mighty olophaziU and Indian goi^ ; 

Twos Hesurroction in ZiibiiliAtan 

And narth called loudly to the dead : ” Arise]” 

A host departed from Zsibul like lions; 

All hanik wore bathed in blood. In front came llustuLEn v. 
Ab pobnlin. then Treteron warrioTs. 

I'he troops an spread o’er puasoSp plains^ and dales 
That ravens had not rootn to fiy, while tjuibak 
Boat everywhere and tumult filled the world 
As at that time of msca Zol led forth 
The army from ZiibuL Af^HkJy^ib 
Thereat area© from banquet, rent, and filumbcr. 

And morehed toward Khdr of Roi aleufj the meadows 
Among their streams nud reeds. The irdnion hmt 
Fafod o'er tho desert to the scene of war> 

And when the armiefi were two leagues apart 

Ziil aalled the vetorana, and thus harm^uod theni ;— 

^ Ye men of wLsdoni, well approven warriors! 

Wo have arrayed us bore an ampio boat 
And with advantagea; yet with no Shiih 
Upon the throne our pUnta wont Hsde, mn toils 
Lack purpose* and our troepa a hoadi Whfin Anniw 
Was on the throne naw gbiy over came. 

And now we need a £^bjih of royal seed 
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To gird him, An ftfubitoAge Kutli told tpe 

or valiant Kai Kubdd of royaJ BUturo, 

A futuTo Shdb of Fttridilci*B awn lino 

In whom Grace, bolghi^axid lawful cloinis combmu.'^ 


§4 

Hmt Miuntant Kai Kitl*dfl from Mimnt Aihitr;* 

'riieii glorion5 Zdl spake unto Rustoiu, ^ajidg 
Bestir tlijBolf, take up thy maoe, seleot 
V. 391 Tho escort, go with ipoed to muunt Alburn, 

Dd homage unto Kai Kubwd, but stay not 
With him, be back within two aermightfi, sleep not. 
But bhte and early Lurry on and tell bim:— 

*The soldiers long, and deck the thromi, for thee. 

We see none Stied for the royal crown, 

CJ maorurehp our defeiiderl but thyself/'" 

Wlion ZiH had spoken rnatohicss Rustam swept 
The ground with his eyelashes, joyfully 
Got on the back of RakLsh, and proudly rode 
In quest of Kai KiibeUL A Turkman ouLpost 
Hold the mod etrongly, Imt he chaigod the foe 
An champion of the host with Ids brave tmope, 

Armed wdlL the ox-Lead macn He brandished it 
And towering in hh wrath struck cut and niihed 
His battle-cry. The Turkmans' hearts all failed. 

Hk arm hud many low. They strove with him. 

But had to flee the battle in the end 
With broken hearts and tearful eyes they turned 
Bock to Afbkslyab^ and told him alh 
He sorrowed at their ease, called one KulthXi 
A gallant Turkman warrior full of craft. 

And said to him: " Choose horsemen from the host» 
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thou too to the pulaco of the kmg, 

Ito cArofnlr pnicleoi^ niitl oounigcdUB. 

And specially keep wntch with diligencie; 

Tli 0 fnlniaafl aro bumMi AliTimajis 
And IhU tm oiitpofttA imawarefl/^ 

Kiiliin 

Departed from the roynl oanip with guide* 

To bar the raad agiiiniit tho noble foe, 

With wjurbrs and lusty olophanU. 

Now Eustatn tlio eleet tuad bravo intkrolitid on 
Toward tbo new Shah, and when within a niilo 
Of tnotint Alburn pereeived a splendid fioat 
With running water aud abundant tret^—■ 

Tho borne for youth. Upn a river's bank 
Was set h throne besprinkled with roflu*water 
And purest muisk, A young man like tho moon 
Was seated on tlie throne beneftth the shade. 
While tnimy jjaladins with girdctl loins 
Stood ranked as is the eustoui of the great. 

And formed a court well fitted for a Sh ih , 

Like Farad iso in form and hue^ On Boeing 
Tlie paladin approach they wont to greet him 
And said: " Pa^ not^ 0 fmiimis paladin ! 

We am tho hosts and tlion sbalt ho our guest. 
Dismount that we may join in Jollity, 
iknd pledge tlice, famous warrior! in wine.*' 

But he milled; ^ Exalted, noble oMefs! 

1 lUTist to mount AJburz upon affairs 
t>f moment, and du*t loiter in my tost 
I have Tnuoh work to do, the frAnion marches 
Are full of foes, all households weep and mourn, 
1 must not revel while the throne is voitir 
Thev said: “ If thou art hosting to Alburn 
Bo pleased to say of whom thou art in quests 
For we who revel here are cavalions 
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From that blest laaiJ, and we will be thy guideft 
And uiiike friends o-n the 

He thus replifsd :— 

"ITia *Shjih m them, a holy tora and noblft, 
nb name ts K&l Ivubdd, spmog from llie ^oetl 
Of Faridun the Jtiet and pmspofom 
Direct ma to him if ye wot of him'* 

The biider said ! ^ I wot of Kai Kubail. 

If thou wik euter and del%ht our hearts 
I will direct thoe and dsBoribe the man-" 

The pearloas Rnstani hearing ihh disinoupted 
Like windp and hurried to the water's edgOp 
To where the folk were seated in the shada 
I’ho youth fiat down upon the throne of gold 
And takitig Hti^tam's band within hh own 
Fdled up and drained a goblet ** To the Free! ” 

Then handfHl it to Rustam, Baying thus i— 

**Thoa aakcat me, O lamous warrior I 

About Kub?id, whence knowost thou hia narno ?" 

Said Rufliam: **From the paladin leonie 
With joyful news. Tho chiefs have decked the throne 
And called on Kai Kubrld to be the Siiah. 

My sire, the ohief whom men call ZrU, said thus;— 

^ Go with on escort nn to mount Alburn, 

Find Taliant Koi Kubad and homage him, 

354 Yet tarry not, hut say: ‘^Tho w^amors call thco 

And have preparcKl tbo throne,^ * If thou hast tidings 
Give them and speed him to the sovoroign power*" 

The gallant stripling, siDiIing, answer^; 

Am Ksi Kuhiid emd sprung from ForiduHj 
1 know my lineage from sire tu nine," 

When Eufitam heurd ho bowedp rose firom his saat 
Of gold to do obeisance, and thus spoken— 

O ruler of the rulers of the weridp 
The aholter of the bmve and s tay of ohieffi [ 


Now Jot /riiji'a tbmuo wait upon tlij wilJ, 

Greot olophants bo taken m thj toUa. 

rfpb-t seal ]R tho tlirone of king of kiiigi; 

May Grace and glory be tbine own I I bring 
A gmeting for the king of uorth from ZiUt 
Tiio obieftam and Lbo valiant paladin. 

If now the «Sluib sliaTI bid his slave to apeak 
I will aetjoit me of the chieftains mesHage." 

Brave Kai Xtibjid rose fimin bi& aeat^ intent 
T pnn the apeakar's words, while pecrlca^ SusLam 
Discharged Im emtaasogo. With throbbing hoart 
The young prince said: ^ Bring me a eup of winOp" 

And drank to Ruatfljrn^g health, who Hkewise draLned 
A goblet to iho monarches life, and Raid;— 

** Thou mindest me of gbrioue Farlddn" 

(For RusUiu was rejoi^ at seeing iiim), 

" Not for an instant may the world lack iheOp 
The throno of kingidiip, or the royal crown.* 

The mstrunienLii Btmck up, great was the joy, 

The gxiof waa smalh tho ruddy wine went round 

And duKhed the youthful Shiih* who said to Hustom: _ v 

‘^Mine ardent soul in sleep saw two white hawks 
Appmaohing from Iriln, and bringiug with them 
A crown bright os the aim. They came to mo 
With dainty and caressing airs and set it 
Upon my head, 1 wakened Ml of hope 
Because of that bright crown and those whitrO hawks. 

And mode a court hors such os kings would holdp 
As thou porceivest, by the river-side* 

Like those white hawks hath matehleHis Eustom come 
VVitii news that I nhall wetir the warriofB" crown.* 

Wbon HuaLam heard thereof ho said: ^Thy dream 
Had a prophetic aourea* Now kt us rise 
Aud journey to fnin imd to the ohiofs.^^ 

Then Kai Kubtid rosa swift os fire and niounted 
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His atfled, wliilo Ruslmn girt his loins lita wind 
Anil Journoyed proudly wiili liiiti. Niylit ftnd day 
He ira-TcUed till he reiiebecl the Tturkmiwi ontposta, 
When bold Kuhni, wore of his eoming, marched 
To meet and light with him. The Shah thorent 
Witii fnhi lo put bis biiLLle in flumiji 
riiiL ^nighty lliisLuiii B4iid to biiii: O Skdb I 
'Tbs not ft figbt for tb&o, tb«y not sUind 
Against my bftttleftx anil liartlod Rjildisib ; 

My bftftft and arm and maco am lielp enough ’ 

[ ask but God's pFotectian- With a baud 
Like mine and ruddy Bakliah to carry me 
Wlio will confront my mace and aoiinitar?'* 

He spako, bpiured on and with a Kingle blow 
Throw one and hurled another &l a third 
Wlioao bfains ran down hb nosLrilti* Those Etmiig 
haudfl 

Ttnliorsed the foo and dnsbt^ thEin to the groundp 
And in their frdl brake beads and nocks and backs. 
KnliiZL Ijoheld this dfr Moaped from bonds 
With mace in band and lasso at his aiuidle. 

Charged him like wind and thrusting mih his spear 
Brake through some fastenings of his mail, but Bustamj, 
What while bis foe was lost in woodermentp 
Seizatl on tlie spear and wrenched it from KuIlld, 

Then roarwl lilm thunder from the moimtain-topfi. 
Speared him and liaring raised him from his seat- 
Put down the spears butt to the ground*^ Kuhm 
Wss like a spitted bird in sight of aH 
The rictor rode Bakb&h OTOr hiiDp and trod him 
jgj To defttlL The Tiirkman horsaraen turned to flee 

> A Bimllsr iUPTj iM tldiS of a Ldtublird rjiiunpioD w\kO witft hii ^val 
IwifflS (ecmtiu) pJeroml and lifted frmn tbe Hh^illa a BjTindJafl dffPfllfcBr 
Iwn" Jallft Dti Iht palnU {OtUtiSi^ "A 111*- 
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And loft Kiihin upon ilio field. Hia troops 

Fled in dlEmnj from Rustiini^ In an inatmL 

Tiiiiir fortni^ wm o'ortliTqwTL Ho passacl tlio outpo^u 

And hastoned toward the hnfa. The polmlin 

Alighted at a plnoe with grass and water 

Till night had oomo and ho had ftimishod robes 

Fit for a paladin, a raj^al steed 

And crowin then introduced the Slmh to Zal 

Unnoticed. For a week they sat in ccnolave 

Hut kept their moroments secret. AH agreed:— 

Kubad hath not bis peer in all the world," 

For seFon days thoy roVoUwl with Kubid^ 

Upon the eighth hung up the croaTi on high ^ 

And 'neath it deidcod the throne of ivory* 
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